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For 


The SrixTEKENTH Day, 


e was but a very little time after the Sun 
o with his returning Beams had begun to 
42 chear this part of the Globe, when the two 
beautiful Friends SiLvIaxNa and ARE·F 
S 


TE LISE quitted their Bed, and went into the 
Wwe Af artment of URANIA; which they found 
that Lady was juſt read y to leave, in order to pay them 
that Civility ſhe now received from them. As ſhe was 
not accuſtomed to be wanting in theſe kind of reſpects, 
ſhe excuſed herſelf in ſo gatlant and agrecable a manner- 
that thoſe to whom ſhe made her Apology were infi- 
nitely pleas'd to have prevented her deſigned Complai- 
ſance ; fince it furniſhed her fine Genius with a new 
Opportunity of diſcovering itſelf, ſo much to the Im- 
provement and Delight of che Hearers, 
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BUT Unrax1a fearing the ſame thing might hap- 
pen to her with CELEMENA, would not prolong the 
Converſation; and taking both their Hands, led them 
to that Lady's Chamber, where they were immediately 
Joain'd by FFLICIA, HoRTENSIA, JULIA, Camil- 
LA, and FLORINDA. 

WHEN the firſt Compliments were over, Confeſs 
now, {aid CELEMENA, addreſſing herſelf to Ax ELUISE, 
that but for the pain your Abſence inflits on a Perſon 
juſtly dear to you, you would not wiſh to be in any other 
place than this. I have ſeldom known CELEUENA 
miſtaken, reply'd that beautiful Lady, with a Bluſh 
which gave a double Luſtre to her Charms; and I do 
not in the leaſt diflemble, when I proteſt, that if one 
Attachment at Paris were join'd to thoſe I find here, 
there wou'd be nothing cou'd add to my Happineſs. 

J underſtand you, cry'd URANIA, embracing her, 
and whenever the Day arrives which ſhall unite you for 
ever with what you love, it will deprive me of an un- 
{peakable Satisfaction, if I am not permitted to be a 
Witneſs of your Felicity. 

FOR my part, interrupted SiLviana, the plea- 
ſures of this Situation, and the eſteem I have for this 
apreeable Society, have made me almoſt _ all other 
Engagements; and had 1t not been for the Diſcourſe of 
CELEMENA, there was more than a little danger I 
ſhou'd have quite loſt the Memory of every thing elſe. 

OH the inſincere one! exclaim'd ARELisE laughing, 
but for your Puniſhment, I will inform the whole Com- 
pany that your Heart is too fullof Lis iu oN, to have 
any ſhare in this Compliment. 

WHAT), cry'd FLoRIN DA haſtily, is this LI- 
sido of whom you ſpeak, the ſame that gave occali- 
on to that 8 Argument on Self- love, with which 
ve were ſo delightfully entertained ? 

YES, charming FLORIN DA, anſwer'd ArEL1sE, 
he was the Lover of S1LVIANA for ſeveral Years with- 
out daring to declare himſelf as ſuch; not that he wan- 
ted any requiſite to entitle him to the Favour of a Maid 
of Quality : He is deſcended of a Family no leſs valued 
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in the World for a thouſand ſhining Virtues, than for 
its ancient Nobility : He is rich, amjable in his Perſon, 
has a fine Underſtanding, improved by all the helps of 
Education; and what is yet above all theſe, he is a 
Man of ftrict Honour, and Morality. But all theſc 
Perfections were not ſuficient to make him hope the 
Preference among ſuch a number of Adorers, as were 
continually about S1LVI ANA. He found himſelf in- 
deed treated by her with particular Marks of Diſtinc- 
tion; but as a true Paſſion is always timid, he imputed 
them only to her Civility, and trembled in diſcloſing 
his Affection, he ſhould loſe the regards he now ob- 
tained from her as an indifferent Acquaintance. 

IN this manner did he pats over more than three 
Years, till perceiving none of his Rivals had the Secret 
to pleaſe her, he at length began to imagine there might 
be a Poſſibility one day to convert the Eſteem ſhe now 
had for him into a more tender Paſſion ; he therefore 
reſolved to ſound the bottom of her Sentiments, and, 
for that purpoſe took a Method, which, I believe you 
will think pretty extraordinary. He all at once with- 
drew his Aſſiduities, and affecting no more than a com- 
mon Reſpect for S1LVWIA N, ſeem'd to ſtudy nothing 
more than to render himſelf agreeable to the young 
MEeL1ssa, who indeed wants no Charms to favour the 
Deceit. He was never from her at thoſe times when 
he knew there wou'd be many Witneſſes of his Viſits. 
He conſtantly attended her to the Tuilleries, the Ball, 
the Opera, and all publick Places ; and without men- 
tioning the leaſt word of a Paſſion for her, made every 
body imagine he was poſſeſt of the moſt violent one. 
This Artifice had the deſired Effect; is not only diſco- 
ver'd to S1LV1aNA the Influence his Merits had gau'd 
over her, which till then ſhe was intirely Ignorant of 
herſelf, but alſo made known to the tranſported Lo- 
ver, that he had been far from indifferent to her. It 
was this Situation of Mind which gave riſe to the Con- 
verſation you have heard concerning Selt-love, in which 
ſhe maintain'd with ſo much Wit ahd Spirit that her 
Jealouſy proceeded only from that Paſſion. 
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BUT that Diſcourſe was no ſooner over, than ſhe 
was convinced, as I had been long before, how much 
Me had been a Stranger to the true Poſition of her own 
Heart. L1s1mMonD appear'd at the End of the Walk, 
leading MELISSA; SILVIANA perceived them firlt, and 
with a viſible Diſcompoſure in her Countenance, Look 
there! cry'd ſhe ; behold, how that Creature is dreſs'd 
to-day ! How unbecoming is every thing about her! I 
wonder how any body can think her tolerable ! 

I know not, aniwer'd I, laughing, whether my 
&elf-love is leſs clear-ſighted than yours, or whether I 
am naturaliy more juſt ; but I proteſt to you, that 1 
think I never ſaw her more agreeable than at this In- 
ſtant; and I aſſure you, ſhe always paſs*'d with me for a 
Woman perfectly lovely. 

IT may be ſo, reſumed ſhe, with ſome heſitation 
3n her Voice, and a Look, which let me know ſhe 
was not a little piqued at what I had ſaid; and was 
Jufficient to confirm me in my former Conjectures, that 
it was ſomething more than Vanity which made her 1o 
uneaſy at the Aſſiduities Lis1MoND had lately paid this 
Lady. 

BY this time we were ſo near cach other, that it 
was impoſſible for us to avoid them: MELISSA accoſted 
S1LVIANA With her uſual freedom; but this Lady in 
returning her Salutation, turn'd ſo extremely pale, that 
the other demanded if ſhe were indiſpoſed. I ſupported 
her under the Arm, and was ſo {ſenſible of what the felt 
3n this interview, that I trembled for her ; but as I was 
about to ſpeak, ſhe reply'd to MEUISsA, with a Cou- 
rage, which it was eaſy to perceive ſhe took {ome pains 
to aſſume, that ſhe had not. been well tor ſome days, and 
that ſhe came out only to take the Air, it being one 
of the Remedies preſcrib'd by the Phyſicians. As ſoon 
as ſhe had pronounced theſe Words, ſhe turned haſtily 
away, without attending to What either ſhe or L1s1- 


Mop were going to ſay, or uſing any farther Ceremo- 
ny to them. 


WE let the Taitheries direklly, and ber Conch, 
nich waited at the Gate, carried us home, without 
| : her 
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her opening her Lips to ſpeak one word to me: I wa? 
no: much ſurprized at her Silence, nor pretended Indi- 
poſition, for | ſaw the Agitations of her Soul, and tha* 
Lis1MoNp was become infinitely dearer to her than till 
that moment ſhe believed he was. 

IN the mean time, that faithful Lover, who had but 
acted a part in Concert with MgeL1ssa, for whom he 
had nothing more than a perfect Eſteem, begg'd leave 
to quit her in order to follow S1L v 14a 8a, whole ſuppoſed 
IUneſs had given him a Difquiet, that made him forget 
all the] 8 he had determin'd to affect. 

FAR from oppoſing his deſign, that good - natur'd 
Lady preſs d the Execution of it, and perceiving ſome 
of her Acquaintance in a diſtant Wall, ſhe went im- 
mediately to them, leaving him in the liberty he de- 
ſir' d. He was at S1Lv1aNa's almoſt as ſoon as we; 
but his Sight ſo ſudden, and ſo unexpected, threw her 
into ſo violent a Surprize, that, wholly unable to with- 
ſtand theſe different Emotions which all at once crouded 


into her Breaſt, ſhe fell motionleſs on the Couch ſhe was 


ſitting on. 

I was ſtrangely perplex'd at this Adventure, but my 
Aſtoniſhment hindied me not from having recourſe to 
all the Remedies proper for her Recovery, while Li- 
SIMOND was on his Knees before her, with all the 
Symptoms of a Man abandon'd to deſpair, beating kis 
Breait, weeping, and kifling her Hands by turns, as 
variouſly agitated by his Love ard Grief. 

OUR Cares at length brought her to herſelf ; and 
the. firſt Object that preſented it ſelf to her returning 
Senſes being Lis iuoRND at her feet, pouring forth his 
Soul in terms the molt ſoft and paſſionate that Love 
can dictate, or that Wit can form ; ſhe regarded him 
with an Aſtoniſhment, which, I fear'd, wou'd a ſecond 
time have overcame her Spirits: but this Surprize being 
of a different Nature from the former, had a different 
LfteQ: and after he had ſaid enough to remove all thoſe 
Scruples, which had formerly given her ſo much Diſ- 
quiet, Vhat, cry'd ſz, is it poſſible, that MELISSA has 
ne ſhare in your Aﬀections, and that it is SLLVIANA 
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whom alone you love? I have never adored any other 
than you, aniwer'd he, nor did Nature ever produce 
Charms capable of making me forget yours one mo- 
ment. It 1s more than three Years that I have lan- 
guiſh'd for you, I teſtify'd my Admiaation of you as 
tar as the humility of my Paſſion wou'd permit; but 
you vouchſaſcd not to underſtand me, I fear'd myſelf 
* . and durſt not come to a farther Explanation, 
and therefore withdrew my Aſſiduities MrEIISss A 
is my Kinſwoman, I made her the Confident of my 
Love and my Deſpair. She adviſed me to declare my- 
ſelf; but the dread of diſpleaſing you wou'd not ſuffer 
me to take her Counſel; and had not the extreme In- 
quietude, which J was ſeiz'd with at your telling us 
you were indiſpoſed, compelled me to follow you, in 
order to be more fully inform'd of the State of your 
Health, I know not whether I ſhou'd ever have aſſu- 
med courage to have attended you, without having 
received tuch Commands from yourlelf——The Swoon 
you have been in, my Grief and Diſtraction to behold 
it, have now diſcovered the Secret of my Heart, 
you are in poſſeſſion of it—diſpoſe me as you pleaſe. 

INDEED, reply'd SiLviaxa, (with a Tranquil- 
Iity which ſurprized me more than her former Diſcom- 
poſure had done) you had ſaved yourlelf great part of 
thoſe Inquietudes you complain of, had I been ſooner 
made acquainted with your Sentiments : it was impol- 
Gble for me to gueſs what paſſed in your Heart, when [ 
was ſo much a Stranger to my own, that, *'till the 
Pain I felt in the Change of your Behaviour towards 
me, and the Pleaſure which now re-animates me in this 
Confeſſion of your Love, I knew not that I had a ten- 
derneſs for you 'twas Jealouſy, *'twas Love, 'twas 
the Joy of ſeeing you again, that threw me into the 
Condition I have beenin: I am not accuſtomed to 
Emotions, ſuch as I have lately ſuſtain'd ; and as I with 
never to be involved in the like, I accept your Heart, 


and receive, without Diſſimulation, the Faith you offer 
me. 


1 
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Jam little able to deſcribe to you the Graces with 
which SiLvlana made this Declaration, but much 
leſs to give you any adequate Idea of what the tran{por- 
ted Lis1MoND felt at ſo happy a Diſcovery. So thall 
only ſay, that, after a thouſand 'Teltimonies of the moſt 
inviolable Affection on both fides, they agreed to be 
united for ever in the indiſſoluble Bonds ot men, as 
ſoon as MARINE my Aunt, ſhould return from Britany, 
where ſhe was gone on ſome Family affairs. This 
Lady had the care of S1Lvians's Education, her Mo- 
ther died while ſhe was yet an Infant, and ſhe thought 
the Affection ſhe had ſhown in that Charge merited 
this Conſideration from her. I no ſooner heard this, 
than I wrote to my Aunt a Recital of the whole Ad- 
venture, who returned me an immediate Anſwer, that 
ſince her Abſence was all that retarded the Happincſs of 
ſo faithful a Pair, ſhe would make all poſſible haite to Pa- 
ris: we are in expectation of her in about three or four 
Days, and Lis1MonD ſet out to meet her on the way; 
and that gave us the opportunity of enjoying the Happi- 
neſs CELEMENA has procured us. 

S1LVIANA now confeſſes, that her Jealouſy of L151- 
oN p proceeded from a motive very different from that 
of Self-love; and he, that his ſeeming Attachment to 
Melissa, was for no other end than to try what Ef- 
fect it wou'd have on her. S1LVv1axa made him ſome 
Reproaches for this Stratagem ; but with ſo much Wit 
and Tenderneſs, that he had no reaſon to complain. All 
doubts of Rivalſhip being now removed, MEL15ssAa was 
ſent for to partake in their Contentment; and this a- 
miable Lady, who is ſhortly to be married to an inti- 
mate Friend of Lis1MoxD's, brought with her, her in- 
tended Spouſe; and never was a Converſation more a- 
greeable, or more gay, than paſſed between this little 
Company. ME LIss A ſincerely congratulated 81L VIA“ 
* A on the Concluſion of this Affair; and SILVIANA 
N entirely eured of that Paſſion which had blinded her 
Reaſon, now render'd Juſtice to the Beauty of that a- 
greeable Lady. There cannot be a more perfect Amity 
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than between them two; and I believe the ſame day will 
be appointed for the Nuptials of both. 

S1LVIAaxA, in whoſe every Action may be diſcovered 
the moſt charming Freedom and Openneſs of Heart, had 
no ſooner entred into an Engagement with LIS tMOND, 
than} ſhe diſmiſs'd all that Train of Admirers which had 
given him ſo much pain; and told them, that the Name 
of Virgin, which had ſo long authorized their Addreſſes, 
had now no longer the Power, and the Name of L1s1- 
1oxD's Wife, which ſhe had determined to take upon 
her in a ſhort time, permitted her not to receive any Vi- 
its on the ſcore of Love, 

AS preat a Shock as this Declaration was to ſome, 
who had flattered themſelves with being well in her ef- 
teem, none had the Temerity to complain ; and in ſpite. 
of their Diſappointment were compell'd to own, that ſhe 
who had behaved with ſo much Decorum in the great 
World, knew alſo how to retire with the ſame Prudence. 

THUS, continued Ax ELSE, have I given you the 
true State of $S11.viana's Heart and Circumſtances ;. and 
by what I have ſaid, you may eaſily judge, if all the 
Pleaſures ſhe can partake with us, are capable of making 
— forget thoſe Which Love and Marriage are preparing 
or her. 

THE beautiful AR EL ISE here concluded her Narra- 
tion. I aſſure you, ſaid URax1a, that nothing is more 
pleaſing than this Adventure, nor more entertaining than 
the manner in which it has been recited. 

I do not think, added FELICIA, that there is a poſ- 
f:bility of giving greater Embelliſhments. 'Thoſe who 
can ſpeak in this manner, cried CamiLta, can com- 
mit no fault equal to ſilence; and we are infinitely obli- 
ged to the charming Ax ELSE, that ſhe did not abridge 
the Hiſtory ſhe gave us, not only that our Curioſity is 
more amply ſatisſied with all the Particulars which brought 
on the Happineſs of Lis uo p; but alſo that in ſo do- 
ing ſhe prolong'd the pleaſure of hearing her. 
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THERE are ſo few Incidents in the Affair ſhe has 


been relating, ſaid S1Lviana, that it required no leis a 
Genius than that of AREL1sE to ſpin it to the length ſhe 
has done without becoming tedious. 

I know too well, reſum'd AR ELISFE, the Value of 
Praiſe, when given by ſuch Mouths, not to wiſh I me- 
rited it but I intreat, you will convert your 
Attention to a more worthy Object. I ſee ſomething in 


the beautiful Ho R TE x51 A's Eyes, that perſuades me her 
Mind is ill at eaſe. *I'is eaſy to divine the Cauſe, ſaid 


CELEMENA: and if we examine ſome others of this a- 
greeable Society, we ſhall find the ſame Marks of an in- 
ward Agitation; and it it be true, as certainly it is, that 
Huſband 

of URANIA, FELICIA, HoRTENSIA, JULla, Ca- 
MILLA, or FLORINDA. 

Y OU are very penetrating, replied CamiLLa, with. 
her accuſtomed Gaiety, and I am very ready to allow the 
Juſtice of your Obſervation. And I, added Ho R TENSIA. 
URANIA, FELICla, Juri, and FLoRINDA, con- 


feſs'd alſo, that the Abſence of their Spouſes gave them. 


ſome Inquietude; and every one of them promiſed to 


make their particular Reproaches. 


CELEMENA had a Heart too delicate not to be ſenſible, 


that theſe Ladies muſt really feel ſome Pain in the ima- 
gin'd Negligence of Perſons ſo dear to them; and there- 


fore propoſed to go in ſearch of them, who ſhe doubted - 


not were all mn ye The whole beautiful Company 


gladly conſented, and riſing up with that deſign, the 


Door was no ſooner opened than they perceived IHELA- 
MONT, ORoPHANES, and all the reſt in an Anticham- 
ber, where they had been ſome time, and heard all 


their Diſcourſe ; the Ladies ſtarted, and turn'd back into 
the Chamber, where they were follow'd by their Huſ- 


hands, laughing exceſſively at their Anger and Aſtoniſh- 
ment. 


WE no more deſerve, faid THELaMoNnT, the Treat-- 


ment you have prepared for us, than any thing you are 


capable of ſaying could be ſevere enough to puniſh our- 
Neglect, had we been guilty. We were no ſooner told 
3 ou 


and Wife make but one, we have here but half 
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you were here, than we ran to pay our Duty, and came 
up juſt as the amiable AR EL Is E began the Hiſtory of 
SILVIANA; Which, being loth to interrupt, we ſtayed 
in the next Room, and have enjoyed the ſame pleaſure 
in that Recital with yourſelves. 

"TIS we therefore, added Ox o HA NES, that ought 
to make Reproaches, that you aſſembled yourſelves to- 
gether, without admitting us to ſhare in your Enter- 
tainments. True, cry'd Orsames, and I know not 
what Reparation could have been made us, had we 
been deprived of hearing the Adventures of the beauti- 
ful StLv1aKxa, related in ſo agreeable a manner. In- 
deed, ſaid URANIA, ſmiling, I very much applauded 
this Action of yours, and am delighted, that you have 
loſt nothing of that Diſcourſe; for, I aſſure you, conti- 
nued ſhe, Froking tenderly on TyuELAamoNnrT, that J ſe- 
cretly will'd a thouſand times you cou'd partake of the 
Satisfaction it gave us. 

AFTER ſuch an Acknowledgement, anſwer'd he, 
it is impoſſible to be angry; and ] Low not, if it is not 
ez kind of Merit ina Perſon ſometimes to commit a fault, 
who knows how to excule it with ſo good a Grace. 

THIS amiable Society diverted themielves ſome 
time in ſuch like Demonſtrations of their Wit and Good- 
Humour, till being told Dinner was on the Table, they 
adjourn'd to the Hall, where they ſat down with a Con- 
tentment of Mind, that render'd Noon more pleaſing 
than the Morning had been. When Dinner was over, 
they went into the Library, and according to the Rules 
preſcribed-by them, the Converiation turn'd wholly on 
the inſtructive part. CELEMENA having open'd the 
firſt Book that offer'd to her view, Sce here, ſaid ſhe, 
putting it again into its place, the Life of one of the 
Roman Emperors, which is to me the moſt deteſtable 
it is that of DowmiTian, the Son fVESFTAS LIAN, and 
Brother of Titus ; who, though he had ſome good 
(Qualities, was fo ſtrongly carried away by his Vices, 
that the former ſerved only to render the latter more 
conſpicuous 


1 T 


e 8 
p Res 4 


2 
e 
d 
t 
0 
] 
] 
1 


611 

Ir is true, ſaid Ty: Lamont, that this Emperor had 

great Faults; but it muſt alſo be confeſs'd he had ſome 
excellent Parts. He took an extreme Care, that the 
Magiſtrates under him ſhou'd do juſtice even to 
the meaneſt of the Roman People, or of the con- 
quer'd Provinces ; and never pardon'd a Judge who 
had been found guilty of Bribery or Partiality. 
He had frequently this Maxim in his Mouth, that 
the Prince who did not pu niſo Corruption was guilty of it 
_— 
HE was the firſt that gave the. Romans any notion of 
a naval Fight, by cauſing a great Lake to be cleanſed, 
and afterwards fill'd up by the Waters of the Tiber, on 
which he appointed a great number of Galleys and other 
Veſſels, to encounter each other, to the great Satisfac- 
tion and Improvement of the Spectators ; but notwith- 
ſtanding the immenſe Sums he expended in this, and 
other Shews, he never was able to attract the Love of 
the common People, fond as they are generally of every 
thing that makes a noiſe. 

NOR was he more ſucceſsful among the better 
fort, tho he did ſeveral things worthy of giving him 
the Title of Father of his Country, particularly in de- 
priving Courtezans, and other Women of a known 
debauch'd Life, the Liberty of being carried in Litters, 
or receiving any Legacies or Giſts, by way of Teſta- 
ment ; and expelling a young Scnator from the Capi- 
wl, for having been the Principal in a Dance. But 
theſe good Edits ſeemed but like Starts of Virtue in 
his Soul, the greater part of his Actions proving the 
almoſt hls 2997p to all manner of Voluptuouſneſs and 
Cruelty. But that which rendered him moſt odious 
to all Ranks of Men was, that lie would needs make 
himſelf be worſhipped as a God, and caus'd all thoſe 
who refuſed to offer Incenſe to him, to be proſcrib'd ag 
Traitors. 

HIS Rage and Cruelty carried him ſo far, that on 
ſome ſlight Oppoſition made to his meaſures, he ſacri- 
ficed ſome of the principal Senators, and afterwards ba- 
niſn'd St. Joun the Evanzeli/ into the Ile of Pathmos, 
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d put to death two Popes, CLEMENT and AxAcLE x. 

aried with ſuch repeated Acts of Tyranny, it is not 
t »- wonder'd at, that ſo many Conſpiracies were form'd 
to 714 tne World of ſo deteſted a Monſter ; but tho' ſe- 
veral Projects of this kind had been render'd abortive, 
he was at laſt aſſaſſinated in his Palace by thoſe of his 
own Houſhold, in the 15th Year of his Reign: and 
this aſſuming Emperor, who, while he lived, wou'd be 
adored as a God, had after his Death no other Honours 
than a ſilent Tomb. A remarkable Inſtance of divine 
Juſtice, which, ſooner or later, never fails to humble 
and to puniſh the Proud and the Vain-glorious, 

IT is moſt true, ſaid OR s AES, that exceflive Pride 
is ſeldom unattended by ſome dreadful Cataſtrophe: 
but, continued he, let us turn our Eyes from theſe hor- 
rible Images, and make a Contraſt more agreeable : let 
us to the Madneſs and Folly of Vanity, oppoſe the Ex- 
cellence of Modeſty; and in the room of what we 
wou'd avoid, call to remembrance what we wou'd 
imitate, An Inſtance of this laſt, which to me ſeems 
worthy of Admiration, happen'd under the * of 
the ſame Emperor, of whom we have been ſpeaking, 
The Iſland of Great Britain, being almoſt wholly revol- 
ted from the Roman Power, DomiTlan ſent a very 
great Army, commanded by that wiſe and valiant Ge- 
neral AGRICOLA, in order to reduce it to its former 
Obedience. This brave Man, at his Arrival, found an 
Oppoſition much greater than he expected; for the Brit- 
ons were not only unanimouſly bent on the Recovery 
of their Freedom, but had alfo called in the Scots or 
Pits, and Jriſb to their aſſiſtance: ſo that they formed 
a Body capable of ſtriking Terror to a Heart leſs intre- 
pid and reſolute than that of AGxicoLa. But this mag- 
nanimous Roman, far from being ſurpriz'd or daunted at 
their Numbers, ſeem'd rather pleaſed to think, that 
if he overcame, it wou'd be a Conqueit worthy of him ; 
and having animated his Soldiers, proceeded to the At- 
tack, broke into the Enemies Camp, and gave them a 
more total Rout than the Roman Power had ever boaſted 


ef in that warlike Iſland. The Victory being com- 
| pleated 


1 
pheared, he wrote an Account of it to the Emperor: 
but tho” it was the Cuſtom for the General, after they 
had gain'd a Battle, to encloſe Leaves of Laurel in the 
Letters they ſent to the Emperor, or the Senate, as a 
Mark of their Victory, he wou'd not make uſe of that 

| Symbol, and only gave a plain Narration of what had 
| | happened, aſcribing all the Praiſe of what was done to 


the Captains and Soldiery, and ſaying no more of him- 


; ſelf in the Conduct or Action of that memorable Day, 
than that he had the Honour of being one among the 
. reſt, who had been ſerviceable to his Country. Nor 

did he avoid doing juſtice to himſelf, thro' any Fear of 
5 offending the jealous Do MIT IAN, but thro' his own in- 


nate Modeſty, and the Averſion he had to Oftentation. 
WE have ſeen in our own Times, ſaid ALyryonso, 


t ſome great Captains, Who, in this Virtue, have been 

> nothing infertor to the worthy Roman you mention. 

e 'Thoſe Letters which the Duke of Lorrain wrote to the 

d Emperor LeoyoLD on the Victories he gain'd over 1 
8 the Army of the Grand Seignior, are Examples of Mo- 4 
f deſty, and true Magnanimity to all ſucceeding Ages. 1 
H THAT alſoct Prince Lewis of Baden to the ſame: 4 
# Emperor, giving an Account of the Battle he had gain'd. | 

y at Salankemen, over the Army of the Turks, comman- i 
2 ded by the Grand Viſier Cor Roo x, is deſerving of F 
* the higheſt Encomiums. This Cop RO OGL T was no leſs 
n famous for his Valour and Conduct, than had been his 

t- Predeceſſors ManomeT and Acimer, Grand Viziers ; 

ry and being ſenſible whom he was to encounter, had now 

or taken a particular care to he well furniſhed with a nu- 

ed merous Artillery, and to poſt his Troops in the moſt 

e- advantageous manner. Prince LENS of Baden was not 

g- ignorant of the Prudence and Perſonal Bravery of this 

at General; but inſtead.of avoiding the Combat, as he 

at might eaſily have done, he attack'd them Sword in hand; 

n 3 and aſter a Fight of ſix Hours, forced into the Turki/s 

At- Camp. The Grand Vizier was killed, the whole Army 

a put tothe Rout, and all the Baggage, which was very 

ed conſiderable, became the Victor's Spoil. The Fame of 

m- this great Action cover'd Prince Lew 1s with never-dying 

d. 
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Laurels. Yet did this Hero preſerve his uſual Wiſdom 
and Modeſty ; and in his Account of it to the Emperor, 
gave all the Praiſe to the Princes and Chiefs of his Ar- 
my, without ſaying any more of himſelf than that he 
had aſſiſted them with his Advice. 

THERE is noQuality more truly great, ſaid Us a- 
NA, than Modeſty ; which, while laviſh in adorning 
the Merits of another, is wholly forgetful of its own. 
But in ſpeaking of this Virtue, we ſhou'd be ſtrangely 
unjuſt, ſhou'd we neglect the Marſhal ve TUR EN NE; 
that great Man having gain'd the celebrated Battle of 


Dune near Dunkirk, wrote to Madam his Spouſe in theſe 
Terms. 


E have engaged the Enemy, and God be 
prais'd have got the better of them: I am a 
little fatigu'd in the Action, therefore wiſh you a good 
Night, and hope to enjoy the ſame.” 


cc 


TURENNE. 


H OW eloquent is this Modeſty ! How noble this 
Simplicity! All the AcricoLa's in the World are 
not comparable to ſuch a Hero 

MONSIEUR the Marſhal pE LuxtmBuRs was 
alſo no leſs poſſeſt of this amiable Quality, ard teſtified 
it by the Letter he diipatch'd to LEWIS XIV. by Mon- 
ſieur D'ARTAGNAN, juſt after he gain'd the memorable 
Battle of NerWwinde, over the Army of the Allies com- 
manded by the Prince of Orange. Theſe arethe Terms 
in which he wrote, word for word. 


SIR, 


10 ONSIEUR p'ARTACNAN will tell your 
6 M Majeſty all that has paſt; the Enemy has done 
„Wonders, but your Troops have done yet more, the 
Princes of your Blood have ſurpaſied Imagination. 
As for me, I have had no other ſhare in this Victory 

than to have taken Huy, and to have got the better 
of the Prince of Orange, as your Majeſty expreſly 
s** commanded me. LUXEMBURG. 


THE 
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THE great Prince of Conde, ſaid Onsames, wrote 
in a different Style, but no leſs worthy of Admiration, 


after he had gained the Battle of Locrey; theſe are his 
Words. 


cc HE Spaniſh Army has been nothing in the 

Hands of your Majeſty's Troops, we are poſſeſt 

of their Camp, their Artillery, their Ammunition, and 

their Baggage, and made a great Number of Priſoners.” 

Conpe, 

THE fame great Prince wrote again to the Queen 
Regent after the Battle of Lens in theſe Terms, 


40 Attack'd the Spaniards in the Plain of Lens, and 
have defeated their Army: we both fought well. 


Co N pE. 


I'T is not to be doubted, added Ok OPHAN ES, but 
that France has produc'd many Heroes no way inferi- 
our to thoſe of the Roman Empire; and in ſpite of the 
Regard we pay to the former Ages, I believe, whoever 
compares the Hiltories of ancient Worthies with thoſe 
of latter 'Times, will have no reaſon to imagine that Na- 
ture has degenerated: What Annals preſent us With a 
Reign more glorious than that of LEWIS XIV? All the 
illuſtrious Qualities which ſeparately render other Prin- 
ces famous, were united in him, and will tranſmit his 
Name, with Admiration, down to the laſt Period of 
Time. 

THAT Battle of Nerwinde or Landen, of which 
Us Axl ſpoke, furniſhes an Inſtance of what I advance, 
he French Army was commanded, as ſhe ſaid, by 
Monheur the Marſhal ve LUXEMBURG, and that of the 
Allies by WILLIAM III. King of Exgland: Their Forces 
were pretty near equal, and compoſed, beyond all con- 
tradiction, of the molt valiant I' roops in the World. It 
leem'd as if theſe two Armies met only to diſpute the 
Prize of Valour : the whole Science of the military 
Art, all the Stratagems and Artifices of War, were put 
in practice by the Generals on both ſides; till the _— 
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efter a Fight ef twelve Hours, impatient for the Victory, 
forc'd their way into the Camp, and became Maſters of 
their Artillery. The King of Ezg/and then finding no 
hope of renewing the Battle, made a Retreat, which will 
always be remembred to his Glory. The Account of 
theſe Actions reaching the Ears of Lew IS the Great, he 
made this Reply; “ The Duke of Luxemburgh, ſaid 
«© that generous Monarch attack'd the Enemy like a 
« Prince of Conde; and the Prince of Orange retreated like 
« a Marſhal de Turenne." | 

WHAT can be more truly magnißcent than theſe 
few Words! how much do they contain! here are four 
different Perſons prais'd at the ſame time; paſs'd great 
Actions repeated, and Honour given to the preſent. So 
well did this glorious Prince know how to render Juſtice 
to the Merit of his Subjects, and to his greateit Ene- 
mies. The Prince of Conti alſo, whoſe Generoſity e- 

uall'd his Courage, in writing a Detail of this famous 
Battle to the Princeſs his Spouſe, ſpeaks of it in theſe 
Words. King Villiam, whoſe heroick Virtues ren- 
« der him worthy of the Crown' he wears, has made a 
« Retreat full of Glory.” 

THERE is a Sympathy between great Souls, which 
will not ſuffer them to deny each other their due Praiſe, . 
and he that truly loves Virtue, will love it even in an 
Enemy. 

HERE OR OrHANEs ceas'd to ſpeak, and gave the 
Company an opportunity of teſtifying the Pleaſure they 
had taken in his Diſcourſe : every one had ſomethin 
obliging to ſay on this occaſion, and perhaps they had 
not ſo ſoon given over, if the Spouſe cf URANIA, who 
knew the Pain theſe Sort of Eulogiums gave to the Mo- 
deſty of his Friend, had not interrupted them, by ſay- 
ing, Nothing can be more juſt than this Reflection of 
ORoPHANES, and I think we ought not to ſearch paſt 
Ages, and foreign Nations for what we may be ſo a- 
buncantly ſupply'd with in our own: Nor Greece, nor 
Rome, ever boaſted greater Names than France had done, 
and ſtill does; and indeed it wou'd be to our Diſgrace 
if we did not, conſidering we have united in our far 


mous 
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mous Academy all that made thoſe two Cities ſo juſtly 
eſteemed : we poſſeſs all that was remarkable of their He- 
roes, their Philoſophers, their Hiſtorians, their Orators, 
and their Poets, Are not Ax ISsTOT LE, SOCRATES, PE- 
RICLES, ALCIBIADEs, THEMISTOCLES, XENOPHON, 
THucyDiDEs, DEMosTHENEs, EUR1IPIDES, and So- 
PHOCLES now our own? And do we not poſſeſs, as much 
as if we ſaw them living, all that made Rome fo celebra- 
ted? Have we not Ho RACE, Vircilr, Ovip, CAaTV Ls 
Lus, Tacitus, Titus Livius, and CicEkRO? 

WITH this Advantage over thoſe famous Common- 
wealths, do we not find in each Member of our illuſtrious 
Academy, all the different Sciences, which ſingly adorn'd 
the Characters of thoſe celebrated Dead? And do not our 
Heroes, after being crown'd by the hands of Victory, 
prove in this learned Aſſembly, that they merit no leſs 
Honour from the Mues. 

IF it was a Glory to the Greets and Romans, to have 
ſo many ſublime Genius's born among them ; ours is yet 
greater, who enjoy at once whatever both produced in all 
the different Ages of the World. The general and par- 
ticular Productions of this illuſtrious Body are tranſmitted 
with Admiration through almoſt all Parts of the habitable 
World. That incomparable Dictionary in 1694, is an 
eternal Trophy rais'd to the Honour of the French Ge- 
nius. — Tis in this uſeful Work that we are 
2 both to ſpeak and write well: all the Nations in 
the World have recourſe to it for Force and Elegance of 
Expreſſion; and our beſt. Treatiſes on all ſorts of Sciences, 
owe the Eſteem they find among Strangers to this compen- 
dious Dictionary: nor are theſe the only Advantages it 
beſtows ; for I am told for a certain truth, that many, 
who before had not the leaſt underſtanding in the French 
Language, have been able by a conſtant Application, 
and help of this Dictionary, to attain a perfect Know- 
ledge of it; and not only to tranſlate our Works into 
their own Tongue, but alſo to ſpeak and write in it, 
without the afliitance of a Maſter. 

THE Romans believed, with reaſon, that it was 
for the Honour of their Republic, to employ all * 
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of means to engage People to learn the Latin Tongue. 
To this end, they ſent School-maſters to all their Co- 
lonies; and thoſe who had the moſt Succeſs were cer- 
tain of the greateſt Reward. Nor were thoſe learned 
Men unrecompenc'd ; whole Boroughs have been made 
free on this occaſion, and particular Perſons honoured 
with conſiderable Employments ; and by this means 
the Language extended itſelf thro' Europe, 4fia, and 
Africa. 

1 HE French have indeed no need of ſuch Methods 
for the Propagation of their Language, the Pleaſure 
their words afford the Reader, their natural Politeneſs, 
and the Charms of their Society, have been ſufficient 
to attain all they cou'd wiſh in this point: but it mult 
ſtill be owned, that it is to the profound Learning and 
Aſſiduity of our noble Academy, that we are indebted 
for the Ambition all our neighbouring Nations expreſs 
to underſtand and converſe with us. | 

WELL, ſaid FELICIA ſmiling, I flatter'd myſelf, 
that ORoPHANES wou'd this day have engroſs'd the 
chief of our Praiſes ; but I perceive THELAamoNT would 
not ſuffer it. 

THE Diſcourſe of TytLamonrT, interrupted S11- 
VIANA, has not made us capable of forgetting what 
ORroPHANEs ſaid; but I find it peculiar to this Aſſem- 
bly, that whichever of them ſpeaks, demands our whole 
Admiration, and we think ourſelves impoſſible to be 
divided, *till convinc'd of it by hearing another. 

F OR my part, added CELEMENA, all the Moments I 
paſs here, are a Succeſſion of Improvement and Delight; 
and tho? I believe nothing can contain more of both than 
what TELAMox r has now deliver'd, yet I will not 
anſwer, but I may change my Opinion when next he 
opens his Mouth. 

'TIS the ordinary Effect of Truth, ſaid URANIA, 
(willing to diſembarraſs her Spouſe from the Compli- 
ments they were preparing for him) to give Charms to 
the moſt plain and ſimple Expreſſions. - 

BUT, cry'd Ca uIL LA, with a moſt amiable Spright- 
lineſs, muſt all our fine Quotations be in favour ho 

en 
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Men ? *T'is, methinks, a little unjuſt to confine our Ad- 
miration to one Sex, as if Antiquity had not its Heroines 
as well as Heroes. 

THE Company cou'd not forbear laughing at this 
Reflection of CamilLLa's, but SU VAN A taking upon 
her to reply: It is certain, ſaid ſhe, there have been 
many Women worthy the Praiſes of Poſterity; but as 
our Condition permits us not to undertake thoſe Enter- 
prizes, which do ſo much honour to the Men, and as 
our Glory is of a different nature from theirs, the great 
Actions of thoſe of our Sex are looked on as extraordi- 
nary, and hap'ning but rarely, we neither can, nor ought 
to value ourſelves upon them: Men, on the contrary, 
convey the heroick Deeds and Sentiments of each other 
from Age to Age; and the Name of every great Com- 
mander, or Philoſopher, is as it were perpetual, by 
the Emulation of their Succeſſors: but we ſee not the 
Example of illuſtrious Women much followed. If 
ſome few have been courayious, the greateſt part have. 
been weak and timid , if one has reign'd with Glory, a 
thouſand have made an ill uſe of Authority; and as 
in general Nature ſeems not to have deſigned us for any 
thing intrepid or daring, we ought not to think it ſtrange, 
in ſpite of our Self-love, that we have no more than an 
accidental Place in the Praiſes or Quotations of this a- 
greeable Society. 

I am entirely of your Opinion, lovely S11.viana, re- 
ply'd FLORIN DA, and cou'd be content, that nothing 
great among Women were remembred, provided the 
Actions of ſome were wholly forgot; for if our Vanity 
finds ſomewhat wherewith to pleaſe itſelfin the Memory of 
an ARTEMIsA, aPANTHEA, a LUCRECE, and a Pox- 
TIA, it cruelly ſuffers in that of a MESSALINE, a Ju- 
LIA, a RHoDoPE, anda Lais. 

YOU ought, methinks, interrupted ArEL1se, to 
put Nr Number of theſe laſt the Empreſs Zo à, 
whoſe Life laſt Night was the Subject of my Enter- 
tainment. I know not that Princeſs, faid CELEMENA, 
turning herſelf to URANIA. Since AREL15E, anſwered 
that charming Lady with a Smile, has paſs'd part -n 

the 
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the Night in her Company, ſhe muſt give us the Sa- 
tisfaction of making us acquainted with her; and tho 
'tis poſſible ſome of us may not be Strangers to her 
Character, yet the Recital, from ſo agreeable a Mouth, 
have all the Charms of Novelty. You are always 
obliging, reſum'd Ax £115t ; and tho' it would be ſome 
difficulty to relate a Hiliory, which I believe you are 
better vers'd in than myſelf, I ſhall ſooner chaſe to diſ. 


cover my Inability, than give you any juſt Cauſ. 
doubt my Obedience. Wang & . 
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The HisToRy of the Empreſs Z0 A. 


FTER the Death of Co xs TAN TIN, Son of BA- 

$1L1Us Emperor of the Eaſt, continued this beau- 
tiful Lady, the Empire paſſed to AR Gi XO ILE, who had 
eſpouſed Zoa, a Princeſs of the Imperial Family. She 
was the moſt lovely Woman of her Time, all the 
Graces of her Sex ſcem'd center'd in her Form; but all 
the Ambition of the other poſſeſt her Soul; ſhe deſpis'd 
all Laws but thoſe of her own Will, and to that only 
Guide of her Actions, wifl'd to ſubjugate the whole 
World alſo. She had a Wit and Reſolution capable of 
undertaking and executing the greateſt things; but as 
her Paſſions were exceſſive, and never regulated by 
Reaſon or by Duty, ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf to be hurried by 
them, like a Ship on a tempeſtuous Sea, without either 
Maſt or Rudder. 

T H E Emperor, who tenderly lov'd her, and had yet 
diſcoyer'd no other Frailty in her Nature than the De- 
fire of Command, thought him{eclf obliged to humour 
her in this Article, becauſe he held the Empire chiefly 
by the Rights of her Birth, and therefore permitted her 
to ſhare with him in the ſupreme Authority: bag es 
that 
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that was not the only Vice with which ſhe was tain- 
ted, he had occaſion in a little time to repent the Con- 


fidence he had placed in her, There was a Prince of 
his Court named MicnAEL CALEPHATE, young, 
well-made, brave, of a good Addreſs, and who knew 
how to conceal any Emotion of his Soul under the Veal 


of Virtue. His exterior Merit made ſuch an Impreſſion on 
the Heart of Zoa, that, witliout any reſpect to her 


Rank, her Duty, or her Honour, ſhe abandoned her- 
ſelf without reſerve to the Encroachments of this criminal 
Paſſion. 

I T was not long before the beloved Prince percei- 
ved the Influence he had gained ; he was too attentive 
to every Thing that might give him hope of 1aiſing his 
Fortune to be blind to this, had Zo a more endeavour'd 
to conceal it; both burning with the ,iame Defire, tho” 
for different Motives. Michager CALEPHATE grew 
every day more condeſcending, 'till both, weary of the 
Reſtraint they were in, and perfectly acquainted with 
each other's Sentiments, reſolved to break the Ice, and 
give a looſe to Inclination. MiIcuAEL watching a 
favourable Moment, was the firit that ſpoke ; the Em- 
preſs made no ſcruple of returning his Endearments, and 
compleated the Diſhonour in Fact, ſhe had ſo long been 
guilty of in Idea. 

Z 0A had near her a Princeſs of her own Blood, cal- 
led PnTO DORA, in whom ſhe placed the moſt perfect 
Confidence; but knowing ſhe wou'd be far from appro- 
ving her Conduct in this point, fhe took all imaginary 
Care to conceal it from her. 

SUCH is the Misfortune of thoſe who are aban- 
don'd to Vice, they know the IIls they bring upon 
themſelves they ſee the Horror of the Aby ſs 
into which they are falling, yet driven by their Paſſions, 
they fly the only Hand cou'd give them Succour, and 
Virtue to them is an Obje& only of Terror and Af- 
fright. But THEODORA had yea greater ſhare of Pe- 
netration, than the Empreſs had of Diſſimulation, and 
in ſpite of all her Precautions ſaw enough to perſuade 
her, ſhe cou'd not wrong Zo a, even in the worſt Con- 


jectures 
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jectures on her Behaviour with MicHatL Caltrnarte. 
The Certainty of this unworthy Commerce gave her an 
extreme Diſquiet ; the Friendſhip ſhe had for her Im- 
perial Kiniwoman, and the Dread of what Conſequences 
this Intrigue might bring not only to her, but the whole 
State, made her reſolve to ſpeak to her with freedom, 
and to neglect nothing that ſhe thought might make the 
Empreſs ſenſible of her Error. 

S HE waited not long for an Opportunity to put her 
Deſign in Execution, the Familiarity between them 
gave her frequent Occaſions of being alone with her ; 
and the firſt Time ſhe found herſelf ſo, ſhe began to 
draw her inſenſibly into a Diſcourſe cf Marriage, and 
the Happinels of that State, where there was a Farity of 
Circumitances and Affection; and after ſome little Con- 
verſation on that Topic: For your part, Madam, ſaid 
ſhe, your Majeſty has nothing left to wiſh on that ſcore ; 
the Emperor has for you ſo perfect a tenderneſs, that 
cou'd I flatter myſelf with being ſo well beloved by him 
I ſhou'd make choice of, I ſhou'd not heſitate one mo- 
ment to enter into the Bonds of Hymen. 

YOU have no reaſon to doubt, reply'd the Empreſs, 
(without mentioning the Emperor) but that whoever you 
thall think fir to favour, will place his utmoit Glory in 
rendring you happy. But Couſin, added ſhe ſmiling, 
which of the Princes of our Court wou'd moſt pleaſe you 
to receive Proofs of Affection from? 

THIS was the Point to which the diſcreet THEO PDO-/UÜͤ 
x A had been aiming to bring her, and having gained it, 
Since Madam, anſwered ſhe, your Majeſty is o good to 
authorize a Conſeſſion of this nature, I ſhall make no 
ſcruple toavow the Eſteem I have for MICHAEL Calt- 
PHATY ; that Prince has given me ſome Proofs of his 
Love, and if you think tit to approve our Marriage, 
nothing will be wanting in my Felicity, 

THIS Diſcourſe was like a Thunderbolt to the 
Heart of Zoa, and as ſhe was unprepared to receive 
it, all her Artifice forſook her, and ſhe fell back in her 
Chair, where ſhe ren.ained ſome Moments in a Swoon. 
THEODOR A was now perfectly convinced, that - ſhe 

cared. 
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feared was but too real, and grieved at the Condition 
in which ſhe ſaw the Empreſs, and more ſo at the 
Occaſion, ran to apply proper Remedies for her Re- 
covery : which ſhe no ſooner accompliſhed, than 
taking her Hands between hers, Be comforted, ſaid 
ſhe haſtily, Prince CaALEPHATE loves me not, nor have 
I any other Paſſion for him, than thoſe of Hate and 
Indignation, becauſe he has influenced my Emprels to 
an Inclination unworthy of her Rank an Incli- 
nation which has made her forget all ſhe owes to the 
Emperor, and to herſelf, Then without giving her 
leiſure to reply, ſhe proceeded to repreſent the Horror 
of the Crime ſhe had committed the Danger ſhe 
ran in perſevering in it, and the Shame which always 
attends ſuch Amours. But Zo a more ſenſible of Joy to 
find ſhe had nothing to fear from the Infidelity of her 
Lover, than touch'd with the Remonſtrances of her 
Friend, impoſed on her an eternal Silence on that Af- 
fair; Content yourſelf, ſaid ſhe, with having diſcove- 
red my Secret, without pretending to regulate my Con- 


duct II ſhall always liſten to you on Maxims of 
State, but will endure ro Dictator on what concerns my 
Love. Merit therefore the Pardon I give you, 


by endeavouring to forget what your boldneſs has con- 
vinced you of, Theſe Words were accompanied with 
an Air, which wou'd have filled any other than Tyeo- 
PORAWith dread; but this wiſe Princeſs was nothin 
daunted by them, and tho' for that time ſhe forbore 
any farther Speech, ſhe did not fail ſome Days after- 
wards to renew her former Remonſtrances with double 
force; but ſhe received no better Anſwer than before, 
nor were all her Efforts of any ſervice to recall the aban- 
don'd Zoa from that Path of Perdition ſhe had entered 
into, and was determined to purſue. 

THEODORA was not however the only Per- 
{on who perceived the Empreſs's Amour: this Prin- 
cels was 1 to make ſome People the Confidents 
of her Secret Interviews with CALEPHATE ; thoſe ſhe 
made choice of for that end, were more complaiſant but 
leſs diſcreet than IH EODORA; and by their imprudent 
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Management, or by the too frequent Meetings of the 
Lovers, the Emperor was at laſt informed of it; and 
tho' he cou'd hardly perſuade himſelf there was a Poſſi- 
\ bility ſhe could wrong him in that nature, yet he was 
reſolved to leave no means untry'd which might diſcover 
the Truth. 

HE ſoon found an Opportunity, and his own Eyes 
having been Witneſs of the Diſhonour of this unfaith- 
ful Princeſs, all the Love he had for her converted into 
the extremeſt Hate, and he immediately form'd a de- 
ſign of revenging himſelf in a manner which ſhould 
make both the Miſtreſs and the Lover repent their guilty 
Pleaſures; but as Zoa was of a Race 1doliz'd by the 
People, and he had been made Emperor only in her 
Right, all Precautions were neceſſary for the Succeſs 
of his Enterprize. To this end, he began with trying 
the Pulſes of the Senate, by complaining of her Barren- 
neſs, and repreſenting the Confuſion in which the 
State would be involved, if he ſhould die without an 
Heir; his Artifices ſo well prevailed, that in a ſhort 
time he gained their Suffrages for a Divorce. But in 
ſpite of all the Care he took to keep theſe Tranſactions 
from the Knowledge of Zoa, ſhe had Emiſſaries who 
informed her of all that paſſed ; and fired with the ex- 
tremeſt Rage at this Contempt, conſulted with Mi- 
CHAEL CALEPHATE how to avert his Meaſures, which 
they found impoſſible but by Death. The furious Em- 
preſs therefore engaged her Lover to accomplith it, 
and promis'd him the Empire with her Hand as a 
Reward : there was no need of tempting his Ambition 
with this Bait, his Paſſion for the Empreſs, and Care 
of his own ſafety, render'd it neceſſary to him; that 
the Emperor fhou'd be diſpatched; he made no Diffi- 
culty of vowing the Performance, and went from her 
to ſeek Perſons proper to aſſiſt him in the Undertaking, 
leaving her with as little Horror for the intended 'Mur- 
der of her Huſband, as ſhe had felt ſhame in wronging 
him. 

I T was not very difficult for Prince CaLEPHATE to 


find Men capable and willing to ſecond any Deſign he 
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Hou'd take in hand: His Liberality and the Power of 
F «diſpoſing many Employments, had gained him a great 


number of Creatures; beſides, as he was known to be 
the Favourite of the Empreſs, whatever he propoſed 
was thought to be with her Approbation: and tho' the 
killing the Emperor gave thole he attempted to engage 
in it tome little Shock at firſt; yet it ſoon went over, 
on his acquainting them with the Wrong he was about 
to do the Emprels; and that there was no other 
way for her to prelerve her Dignity, and perhaps her 
Lite. 

THE criminal Deſign being well conſulted, the 
time agreed on for the Execution was the Night be- 
fore the Sentence of Divorce was intended to be paſs'd ; 
and at an appointed Hour MICHAEL CALEPHATE at 
the head of his Accomplices, ru{li'd into the Room where 
the Emperor was fitting at Supper, and in the View 
of all the Court ſtabbed him to the Heart; while, at 
the ſame time, others of the Conlpirators diſpers'd 
themſelves through the City, crying oat with a loud 
Voice, ARGIROPILE, the ungrateful Ar.GiROPILE, 
* who owed the Empire to Zoa, wou'd have depri— 
„ved her of Roya ty and Lite but Thanks to 
« Heaven he is dead che Traitor is no more 
Then they added, Long live the Emprels Z 04 
«© May all her Enemics periſh like AR GIRO PILE.“ 

THIS dreadful Cataſtrophe cauſed ſo great a Diſ- 
order in Conſtantinople, that the moſt prudent knew 
not which Part to take; but the Emperor being 
dead, thoſe who molt loved him when living, grew 
irreſolute, whether they ſhou!d hazard any thing for 
his Revenge, as he had no Heirs nor Kindred to repay 
what they might happen to loſe. Zoa, on the con- 
trary, had it in her power to recompenſe all Services 
done to her; and when the next Day the harangu'd the 
Senate and the People, ſhe had the Art to make An- 
GIROPILE appear ſo guilty, that there remained very 
few who did not in their hearts, as well as openly ap- 
prove the Fact, and join in paying Homage to her. 

SHE no ſooner found herſelf abſolute Miſtreſs of 
the Affections of her People, than ſhe began to think 
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of diſcharging Herſelf of the Promiſe ſhe had made 
to her Lover; but for the ſake of Decorum. under- 
hand engaged ſome of her Creatures to move it in the 
Senate, that ſhe might be entreated to make choice of 
a Spouſe. This was done, and ſh? named Prince RII- 
CHAEL CALEPHATE, who, with the general Approba- 
tion, was married to her in a few Days after. 

THE firſt Cares of this New Emperor ſeem'd only 
how to pleaſe his illuſtrious Bride, to teſtify his Gra- 
titude for the Honour ſhe had done him, and to have 
no other Will than hers. But as he was perfectly well 
acquainted with her Humour, and cou'd not expect a 
better Fate than Ax GIRO ILA, ſhou'd any new Object 
make an Impreſſion on the Heart of that unfaithful 
Princeis; he endeavour'd ſecretly to raiſe himſelf a 
Party, both among the Senate and People, who might 
be ready to defend him in all Events. By an exceilive 
Liberality he gained all the great Officers of the Em- 
pire, and under different Pretexts, and at different 
times, cauſed all the Princes of the Blood of Zoa to 
be made Eunuchs, to prevent them from all poſſibility 
of ever claiming the Throne. 

THE Paihon the Empreſs ſtill had for him, made 
her not fee the end he propoſed by all this; but, on the 
contrary, ſhe approved all his Proceedings, and was 
the firſt to give Orders for the Execution of his 
Will. Nay, he had alſo the Artifice to throw the 
blame of every thing on her; and while in private he 
urged her to the utmoit Violence and Cruelty, com- 
plained of it in publick, and ſeemed to lament the 
Fate of thoſe he had wrought on her to condemn. 
Thus, by the moſt unequall'd Diſſimulation did he ren- 
der her odious to all the great Families of the Em- 
pire, and alienate the Affections of all her Subjects in 
general, while himſelf was extoll'd for his Mildnels, 
Juſtice, and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, 

THE penetrating Tx zopor a beheld thele tragical 
Events with Horror, and trembling lef. Von lerielf 
ſhould at laſt fall the Sacrifice of this amwitious au 
grateful Man, failed not to make uſe of her vtmot 
Efforts to let her ſee the Danger to Which ſhe t ery 
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Day expoſed herſelf in fulfilling the Dictates of his un- 
reaſonable Deſires; but their Counſels were altogether 
fruitleſs: ſhe look'd on all this wiſe Princeſs ſaid, as 
proceeding rather from Averſion to the Emperor, than 
Friendihiip to her; and ſo far from 1 warning by 
her Remonitrances, {he gave the perſidious CaLEPRATE 
greater Opportunities than betore, of accompliſiing his 
Projects. 

IN fine, this Prince finding himſe'f at perfect 
Peace with all his Neighbours, entircly beloved by his 
Subjects, and abſolute Maſter of the Senate, reſolved to 
defer no longer what he ſo much wiſhed to bring a- 
bout; and, without giving the leaſt notice to Zo of 
what he intended, he ſent a Party of Soldiers, wholly 
devoted to him, to ſeize that unfortunate Impreſs in her 
Chamber, and convey her by force into a Convent, 
where himſelf in a ſhort time followed ; and, regard- 
leſs of her Tears, her Upbraidings, or Diſtraction, 
with a drawn Dagger at her Throat, compeil'd her ta 
take the Vows. Perceiving her Rage was unavalling, 
ſhe affected to ſubmit, and on her Knees entreated 
only Time to prepare herſelf; but he ſaw into her 
Deſign, and obliged her to renounce the World for e- 
ver. This main Point being gained, he ſummon'd 
tne Senate, and the Governors ot the Provinces; who 
being before prepared, publickly approved of what he 
had done, and confirmed the Empire to him, and ta 
whom he ſhou'd appoint his Succeſſors. 

THEODORA, who had foreſeen this Calamity of 
Z0a, was extremely grieved at it; and tho' ſhe could 
not but confeſs ſhe had merited no better a Fate, yet 
did not he, who inflicted it, appear leſs guilty in her 
Eyes ; and joining the juſt Deteſtation of his Barbarity 
and Ingratitude to the Aﬀection ihe had always born 
the Empreſs, ſhe heſitated not a moment if ſhe ſhould 
attempt her Deliverance by a!l the ways in her power. 

THE Virtues of this Princeſs had rendered her dear 
to the whole Empire; and ſhe ſo well knew how to 
make her Advantage of the Reſpect paid her, that, by 
degrees, ſhe drew all who ccnvers'd with her into & 
Cumpallion for the Misfortunes of the Empreſs: *“ All 
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the Errors of her Conduct, ſaid the zealous Tu ko— 
*© DORA, Were occaſioned only by a kind of ſupernatural 
*« Paſhon for the Man, whole Ingratitude now pu- 
*« niſhes them: Can we then hate the Effect, and yet 


«+ cheriſh the Cauſe? But for CALETUDATE, Zoa 
„ had been innocent! Let that unfortunate Prin- 
*« cels therefore be the Object of our Pity ; and her cruel 
„ Seducer, of our Deteltation.” To this, ſhe fail'd not 
to revive the Memory ot that illuſtrious Houſe from 
which ſhe ſprung, and became ſo ſucceſsful in her En- 
deavours, that, in a ſmall time, thoſe who had been 
gained by Intereſt to ſign to the Abdication of Zo, 
were now, thro' a Motive of Juſtice, more inclin'd to 
recall her to the Throne. 

THIS prudent Prince's having made a conſiderable 


Party in the Town, ſoon won on a good number of the 


Senate; and continuing her Labours with all Secrecy, 
but with a Zeal incredibie, for the Empreſs's Reſtoration, 
ſhe at lait obtained a'l ſhe ask'd ; and while CALEPHATE 
was lulled in the utmoſt Security, the Populace, led by 
ſome of the principal Officers, and other great Men, 
ran to the Convent where Zo0a was ſhut up, and obli- 
ging them to open the Gates, brought her in Triumph 
to the Palace. 

MICHAEL CALEPHATE, who, in this ſud- 
den Revolution, thought cf nothing but preſerving his 
Life, made his Eſcape thro' a Back-way, and took ſhel- 
ter in a Convent, hoping he ſhould till be able to turn 
the Tide of Affairs into a different Channel; but finding 
his Expectations diſappointed, and that the Hearts of the 
People were wholly ſet againſt him, he gave over all 
Thoughts of Empire, and enter'd into religious Or- 
ders. But as Love ill treated ordinarily converts to 
the moſt implacable Hate, eſpecially in violent Diſpo- 
ſitions, the revengcful Empreis was net ſatisfy'd with 
this voluntary Abjuration of all earthly Grandeur; but 
excuſing her Cruelty, by ſaying, ſhe was acquainted 
with his private Ambition and Diſſimulatiou, order'd 
his Eyes to be put out, that he might be deprived of all 
hopes of ever remounting the Tone. 
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AS ſoon as ſhe found herfelf ſettled in a profound 
Tranquillicy, ſhe thought of nothing more than to telti- 
fy her Gratitude to the Princeſs PHRFEODORA; and as 
ſhe now owed the Sovereignty ſne poſle(s'd entirely to 
her, ſhared it with her, and wou'd do nothing of mo- 
ment without her Advice; ſhe ſoon found, and ſo did 
all her People, the difference there was between being 
guided by Paſſions, and by the force of Reaſon ; and while 
the Emprets and her Co-partner in Power enjoyed the 
Sweets of commanding nothing that was not ſtrictly 
juſt, the Subjects accompanied their Obedience with 
Benedictions. But this was a Situation too happy for 
the malignant Stars, which preſided at the Birth of 
Zo à, to ſuffer her to enjoy for any long time; in 
ſpite of her Ambition and Haughtineſs of Nature, ſhe 
was unfortunately too ſuſceptible of tender Impreſſions, 
and that very Pride, which is a Defence to other Wo- 
men, ſerved only to indulge her Weakneſs, making her 
think, that ſhe ought not to give herielf the leaſt pain 
to reſiſt any Inclination that ſprung y in her Soul: In 
fine, ſhe imagin'd a Woman, ſuch as ſhe was, might do 
any thing ſhe had a mind to do; and theſe Sentiments, 
which gave her Courage to wrong her firſt Husband 
with CALEPHATE, now poſleſt her in favour of an In- 
clination ſhe had taken to Prince Cons ANT INE Mono- 
MACHUS, a Man handſome enough to excule an Aﬀec- 
tion in a Heart, which had not experienced the Vanity 
of criminal Paſſions like that of Zoa'ss THEODORA 
made uſe of all the Power ſhe had over her, to prevent 
her giving way to this Deſire; but it was in vain: ſhe 
reſolved to eſpouſe him, and make him her Companion 
in the Empire, 

CONSTANTINE was perfectly acquainted with 
the Character of the Empreſs; he knew very well ſhe 
was extreme in all her Paſſions, and had reaſon to 
fear the Enjoyment of ſuch a Woman wou'd afford 
but little Happineſs: a Throne however was a Temp- 
tation too great for his young Heart to withſtand; 
and tho' he had neither Love nor Eſteem for the Em- 
preſs, he feign'd enough of both, to flatter her with 
the hope of finding thoſe true Delights with him, 
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winch her own Indiffcrence for AR ROT ILE, and the 
Ingratitude of MICHAEL CaALEPHATE, permitted her 
not to enjoy with either of them; and they were pub- 
lickly married with all the Pomp that Wealth and In- 
duſtry cou'd ſurni h out. 

CONSTANTINE, warn'd by the Example of his 
Predeceſſor Ca LH HATE, wou'd attempt nothing againſt 
the Empreſs that might lay him under the Cenſure of 
ambitious or ungrateful, and chaved himſelf in ſuch a 
manner as gained the Hearts of th ew Hole World, and there- 
by took from her the Power ot enterprizing any thing 
againſt him: but as he never had been poſſeſs'd of any 
Pathon for her, his Heart was continually taken up 
with the Charms of ſome young Beauty or other of 
the Court; and as there are too few Women, who have 
the Power of reſiſting the Deſires of an amorous and 
accompliſh'd Prince, who is their Sovereign, he ſeldom 
Kgh'd in vain, Zoa was inform'd of his Amours, and 
continuing to love him with an unbated Fondnefs, 
found no more Satisfaction in this third Marriage, than 
Me had done in the others; the Violence of her Temper 
however muſt have ſome Obje& to vent itſelf upon, 
and ſeveral Ladies, who had prefer'd the Love of the 
Emperor to their Virtue, found their Crimes their Pu- 
niſument in the Reſentment of the furious Empreſs. 

THE Beauty however, who had gain'd the chief 
Aſcendant over him, and to which all others were no 
more than tranſient Gallantries, he had the Artifce to 
ſcreen from the Suſpicion of the jealous Zo; and that 
Empreſs, in all the time ſhe was his Wife, cou'd never pro- 
voke him to do any thing which cou'd draw on him 
the III-will of his People, always governing them with 
Juſtice and Aﬀability, and behaving to her with the 
greateſt Reſpect. 

SECRET Diſcontents are frequently more mortal 
than the moſt terrible Diſcaſes, the Empreſs languiſh'd 
a long time under the Grief of being leſs pleaſing to 
ConsTANTINE, than ſhe was willing the World ſhould 
be ſenſible of; and in the twelfth Year of her Marriage 
to bim died, and left him at liberty to make a Choice 


more agrecable to his Inclinations. This was the end 
of 
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»f that unhappy Princeſs; and by her Death her beloved 
Rival, the fair Nr amiaſucceededtothe Throne and Bed, 
as ſhe had long reigned in the Heart of ConSTANTINE. 

THIS was a Woman of a very ſtrange Character, 
ſaid Hox TENSA, perceiving AR EL1SE had done ſpeak - 
ing; her Humour wou'd not permit her to be happy, but 
Jam ſurprized ſhe met with no greater Misfortunes, and 
indeed that ſhe died not in a Station much below that 
of Impreſs. 

FOR my part, added Ca u LA, [ expected ſome 
very dreadful Cataitrophe : but continued the, neither 
the Example of Zoa, nor of any other Women, who 
have acted as ſhe did, ought, in my Opinion, to make 
us forget thoſe who merit to be praiſed: even in this 
Hiſtory, if we find a Zo to condemn, we are allo 

reſented with a T'ytopoR a to admire. 

's very true, reply'd TuELAUON , and we muſt 
do that Juſtice to the Sex to own, that for one whoſe 
Extravagancies enforce our Blame, we may produce 
many beautiful Contraſts, which demand our Eſteem. 
The Character of the lovely and unfortunate ETHz L- 
GIVE, is infinitely more remarkable for Virtue than that 
of Zo is for the contrary. 

FELICT A indeed, ſaid FLoRIN DA, has painted the 
Mind of that Princeſs in Colours ſo perfectly amiable, 
that one cannot reflect on her Deſtiny without the utmoſt 
Concern. The Spoule of Prince Epuu Np her Son, was 
little leſs deſerving, and little leſs unhappy, tho' in a 
different way: and when I conſider the Hiſtory of 
thole two Ladies, it ſeems to me, that every thing 
that can make Virtue calamitous, join d to diſturb the 
Repole of both. 

WHAT! interrupted ERASuus haſtily, Do you 
know the Adventures of the Son of Erur LR RD and 
HTHELG1VE, and wou'd you deprive us of the Pleaſure of 
hearing them? No, my dear FLORIN DA, I cannot ſuffer 
you to be ſilent on this occaſion, and conjure URANIA 
25 to let you reſt, 'till you have ſatisfy'd our Curio- 
ty, 

I know not, reply'd Uzania, how the beautiful 
FLORINDA can diſpenſe with doing us this Favour ; and 
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me is too ſenſible of the Delight we take in hearing her 
ſpeak, to refuſe the Opportunity that preſents itſelt. 

THO", added Juli, there requires nothing to 
heighten the Charms of that Lady's Diſcourſe; yet 
will it now be doubly agreeable, when it gives the 
chronological Adventures of a Family we are all fo 
deeply intereſted in, for the ſake of the beautiful ET e 1.- 
GIVE. But, continued ſhe, as I believe this wiil be a 
Hiſtory of ſome length ; *tis my Advice to adjourn to the 
Garden, that we may enjoy the Pleaſure of the Air, and 
give the better Attention to the Recital. 

I perceive, anſwered FLoRINDA, that you rely too 
much on my Obedience, to imagine I would deceive 
you; therefore am ready, without any excuſe, to do 
my beſt for your Satisfaction. 

YOU muſt not then, cry'd CamiLLa, with a gay 
Air, make thoſe Abridgments, AztLisE did in the Hi- 
ſtory of Zoa I like not to have the Incidents 
of many Years crouded into a Narrative of a quarter of 
an Hour, 

I allow the Juſtice of this Reproach, reply'd Ax ELLIS E 
ſmiling, but every body is beſt acquainted with their 
own Abilities ; and as I knew my elf incapable of ma- 
king a long Narraticn without becoming tedious to 
my Hearers, I confined my ſelf to the moſt important 
Facts. 

NO body has the power of acquitting themſelves 
better, return'd URANIA; but I ſee the Company is im- 
patient for the Hiitory of Prince EDpuu xp, and already 
with themſelves on the Terraſs. 

A T theſe Words every one aroſe, and without entering 
into any farther Converſation, went haſtily to the Gar- 
den, where they immediately ſeated themſelves in the 
belt manner they could, to loſe nothing of the Diſ- 
courſe FLOKINDA was about to entertain them with; 
and that agreeable Lady no ſooner perceived her Friends 
in a Condition to liſten to her, than ſhe began in theſe 
Terms, 
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The HisroRY of ALGITHA, Princeſs 
of England. 


HE Hiſtory of the admirable ETHELG1vE is ſo 

preſent to us, that I have no need to remind 
you, that ETHELR&ED had two Princes by her when he 
eſpouſed the Princeſs of Normandy. FELICIA has alrea- 
dy inform'd us, that this new Queen treated the Children 
of ETHELGIVE with an extreme Tenderneſs ; but above 
all, ſhe loved Prince EnmuxD, who was the elder, with 
an Affection not at all inferior to that of an own Mother; 
whether it was that the unhappy Deſtiny of that Prin- 
ceſs moved her to Compaſſion for the Loſs the Royal In- 
fants ſuſtain'd, or the Perſonal Graces of the young Prin- 
ces, or both together, is uncertain ; but all the Hiſto- 
ries of thoſe Times agree, that ſhe took not only a ma- 
ternal Care of their Education, but alſo the ſame Plea- 
ſure in ſeeing the Improvements they made from time to 
time, as that unfortunate Princeſs wou'd have done. 
Prince Eyvunpy making ſomething a ſwifter Progreſs 
in all he was inſtructed in, for that reaſon, as well as on 
account of his Elderſhip, ſhared a double Portion of her 
Regard; and none who ſaw him in the Court of 
ETHELRED, but would have ſuppoſed him Son of the 
prelent Queen, 

THIS lovely Prince was no more than ten Years old 
when the King his Father married Emma; but his 
voung Heart was already ſenſible, that he had loſt a 
Mother, by whom te was adored, and whoſe Hiſtory, 
with all its melancholly Circumſtances, had been re- 
cited to him a thouſand and a thouſand times. And tho 
in ſo tender an Age we are rarely capable of giving any 
long Attention to Accidents either happy or unhappy, 
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yet was his Underſtanding ſo far advanced, that he 
was no leis touch'd with the Misfortunes of ETHEL- 
GIVE, and the Cruelty of ETHELRED, than he cou'd 
have been at twice his Years. 

A Heart in this Situation promis'd but little Return 
to the Attachment a Queen had to him, who poſleſs'd 
the Bed and Throne of.an own Mother; a Mother he 
ſo juſtly lamented, and had been made happy but by her 
Misfortunes. But this Princeſs knew how to accom- 
pany her Cares for him with Careſſes ſo tender, and 
Words ſo {weetly conſolatory, that the young EDMUND 
at laſt became touch'd with the moſt ſenſible Gratitude. 
She never entertained him as a Child, but conforming 
her Diſcourſe rather to the Strength of his Underhand- 
ing than the Weakneſs of his Age, their Converſa- 
tions had in them ſomething ſo ſingular, that one 
_ help admiring equally both the one and the 
Other. 

NOTHING is fo flattering to Youth as to find 
itſelf believed capable of diſtinguiſhing great Things: 
E Du ND knew the value of the Queen's Behaviour to 
him, and became inſenſibly as much hers as ſhe cou'd 
deſire ; ſo that if he had a Mother in her, ſhe had in 
bim a Son, a Subject, and a true Friend, as ſhe ſoon 
after had an Occaſion to experience. More than two 
Years had paſſed away, without any thing being talked 
on but the Perfections of this young Prince; but the 
third was not arrived, before the unconſtant ETHELRED 
arcated his preſent Queen in the ſame manner he had 
done the unfortunate ETHELGIVE. 

IT was in this Time, that EvMuNnD made known to 
the Queen how worthy he was of the Love and Ei- 
teem ſhe had teſtify'd for him ; the Conformity of her 
Misfortune, with that of his Mother's, render'd her 
more dear to him than ſhe had been before, or at leaſt, 
the Affection ſhe had inſpired him with, being quick- 
ned by the Pity her preſent Condition demanded, ſhow'd 
itle]lf with greater Vigour. He omitted nothing, that 
he thought might give any Mitigation to her Sufferings, 
he never ceaſed to conſole her Griefs, to lament her 
Fate with all that came into his Preſence, and to la- 
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bour for her with the King. And fs admirably did 
he manage in this critical juncture, and ſo ſtrictly pre- 


ſerve the Duty owing to his King and Father, that 


tho' he always took the Queen's part, and wou'd never 
be brought to change his Conduct in that point; yet 
did he do it in ſuch a manner, as EruELR ED had no- 
thing to accuſe him of. 

THINGS were in this State, when Sw r 89, King 
of Denmeri, invaded England. You know by the 
Hifory of ETELOGIVE, that ETHELREDO had before 
been perſecuted by that Prince; that after a bloody 
Pattle, he had been obliged by him to quit his Domi- 
nions; to recover which, he had recourle to Queen 
Eu, and found an Aſylum in the Court of the Duke 
of Normandy her Brother. But you are 1gnorant, that 
it was on this dreadful Occaſion Prince EomunDd firit 
appear'd in Arms, and gave illuftrious Proofs of his 
heroic Courage; he always fought near the Perſon of 
the King his Father, had the Honour of faving his 
Life twice, and made knowa a Magranimity which 
might have turn'd the Fortune of the Day, if all the 
Stars had not decreed in favour of the Daze. ETri L- 
RED, after ſeeing his Army routed, was compell'd to 
leave the b ield, and ED xD accompanied his Flight, 
as he had followed him in the Combat. 

QUEEN Enna was little leſs tonch'd with the 
Glory the Prince had acquired, than with the Return of 
her Husband's Affections: You know, forgettul of all 
the Irquries ſhe had ſutain'd, the obtained every thing 
he cou'd defire of RICHARD II. Duke of Jae. 
how that affectionate Brother gave the whue Roya! 
Family Protection in his Court, *till he cou'd raite an 
Army formidable enoagh to re inſtate ghem in! 
own Dominions ; which being done, ETYrLarD, xt the 
Head of theſe brave Normans, eured Hagau, gave 
Battle to CAN UTE, the Son and Succeſlor of SW ENO. 
and gain'd an entire Viétory over him, forcing him © 
return ta Denmark, and leave all his Baggage, with his 

lopes, behind. 

THE ſurprizing Valour of Prince Rp xp greatiy 
contributed to this Victorv, and made him be looked 
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4ypon by the King and People as the only Perſon worthy 
to reign after him. ETHELRED re-enter'd London with 
this illuſtrious Son, amidſt the Acclamations of innume- 
rable Multitudes, who reſounded their Names even to 
the Heavens. As ſoon as the publick Tranquillity was 
a little ſettled, the Queen, with the reſt of the Royal 
Family, return'd; and for ſome time nothing but Re- 
Joicings were to be ſeen, both in the Court and 
City. 

ETHELRED, however, defirous to take from 
the Danes all hopes of ever re entering England by the 
means of any ſecret Intrigues, made an exact Search 
after all thoſe whom he tound had been any way at- 
tached to their Intereſts. Several Provinces of the 
North, which had facilitated their Deſcent, and con- 
ſequently the Conqueſt of the Kingdom, felt the weight 
of his juſt Diſpleaſure. 

AMONG the number of thoſe who had been of 
the greateſt ſervice to CanuTE, was SIGEFRID. This 
Nobleman was originally of Denmark, and nearly al- 
lied to the Blood Royal: He had ſettled himſelf at 
Oxford, was one of the firſt that rais'd Forces for the 
Service of SWENO, when that Prince made a Deſcent 
on England, and had afterwards ſupported the young 
CANuUTE in his Sovereignty over Erg/and; but bein 
conſtrain'd to embark in haſte, and quit his demi 
Conqueſt, and S1GEFR1D unable to accompany him, he 
called together the Remains of the beaten Army, to 
whom he joined all the Malecontents that came to him 
from time to time, and fortify'd himſelf in a fine Caſtle 
he had near Oxford; from whence he kept a conſtant 
Correſpondence with CanuTE; exhorting him not to 
imagine he bad entirely loſt Erg/and, and aſſuring him, 
that he ſhou'd ſoon be in a Condition to call him 
back. 

ETHELRED was inform'd of all theſe Tranſactions, 
and to put a ſtop to the Continuance of them, march'd 
his Troops againſt S1GErFR1ID; to whom being much 
ſuperior in Numbers, he ſoon vanquiſ'd, and took him 
Prifoner. He was immediately conducted to London, OP 
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aſter a ſhort Examination found guilty of High Treaſon, 
and condemned to loſe his Head. 

CANUTE being informed of this Misfortune, ſent 
Ambaſſadors to England in behalf of his Kinſman and 
Subject; but the inrag d .ETHELRED forgetting, that, 
on the like Occaſion, SwEno had made his Pn De- 
ſcent into England, deſpiſed the Sollicitations of the 
Danes, and, in the preſence of thoſe who came for 
the Protection of SiGEFRID, made the Sentence of 
Death be executed on him. 

DURING the Intercefſion of the Daues, Er uH L- 
RED privately offer'd SIGEFR1D his Life, provided he 
wou'd deliver up to him the ſtrong Places he was poſleſs'd 
of; but the unfortunate Count depending on the Pro- 
tection of the King of Denmark, and knowing that there 
were Ambaſſadors ſent on his account, wou'd not accept 
of any Propoſals made to him, and fo fell the Victim 
of his own Obſtinacy rather than the Cruelty of E- 
THELRED. 

THE Danih Ambaſſadors loudly complained of 
the little Regard was paid to the Entreaties of their 
King; bur all the Anſwer they could obtain from E- 
THELRED, Was an Ocder to depart immediately out of 
his Dominions, his Reſentment againſt that Nation 
not permitting him to refle& on the Conſequences ſuch 
a Behaviour mult naturally produce. 

I'N their Return to Denmark, they were attack'd, 
taken Priſoners, and put in Chains, by ſome of the 
People of the Orcades, who ſent out Veſſels on purpoſe 
to intercept their Paſſage, as was thought by the Inſtiga- 
tion of the King of England: for ſome Months they 
were detained on that barren and uncomfortable Shore, 
nor ſuffer'd to depart 'till they had paid a very great 
Ranſom. 

THIS laſt Indignity, added to the Death of S1c f- 
RID, ſo exaſperated CANUTE, that he reſolved once 
more to enter Eng/and with Fire and Sword. To that 
end, he gave Orders for the raiſing a powerful Army, 


and for the equipping all the Ships he had in his 
Ports, 
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THESE great Preparations were not unknown in 
England, and ErHELRED neglected nothing to reſiſt his 
Enemy both by Sea and Land; for which purpoſe it 
was highly neceſſary he ſhou'd make himſelf Matter of 
all the Lands of S106 EFTRID; particularly of that Caſtle 
which he had fortihed, and might be of great uſe to fa- 
vour the threatned Deſcent of the Danes. This Place was 
excceding ſtrong of itſelf, had in it a great Garriſon, and 
was well furniſhed with Ammunition, and all forts of 
Provifions ; but that which rendered it moſt formidable, 
was the admirable Courage and Reœſolution of her who: 
commanded it. 

ALGITHA, the Widow of SICEFTRI D, was 2 
Princeſs, who, from the moſt tender Years, had ac 
cuſtomed herſelf to the Fatigues of the War; and t9 
all the Perfections of her own Sex, had join'd every 
thing that is praiſe-worthy in the other. She was 
not inferior to her late Huſhand in Courage, Wiidom, 
or military Diſcipline; and her natural inclination to 
War, now animated by defire of Revenge, made her 
omit nothing that might render this Caitle inacceſiible 
to the Arms of ETHELRED, hem ſhe regarded with 
the moſt perfect Deteſtation, as being the Author of 
his Death, who had been ſo dcar to her. 

ETHELRED was not ignorant of the Wiſdom and 
Reſolution of this beautiful Warriour, and therefore ſent 
his valiant Son at the head of his moſt experienced 
Troops, to inveſt Sickfort, for ſo was this Caſtle cal- 
led. Never was any Fortreſs more indebted to Nature 
for its Situation than was this: it food on a prodi- 
gious Eminence, which over-Jook'd the whole Country 
revnd about, and was encompaſſed with Rocks ſharp 
and craggy, and of a ſtupendous Height. The Ground 
beneath was marſhiy, and altogether impaſlable but by 
2 narrow Path, thro' which no more than two cou'd 
go a- breaſt; had EpmMunD therefore attempted to march 
His Army by this Rout, they muſt have been all de- 
firoyed by the Arrows from above, and great Stones 
which the Beſieged might eably have thrown down 
from the Precipices. But this intrepid, tho' young 
General, foreſaw the Diladvantages he Jaboui'd 8 
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and far from ſuffering himſelf to be dejected by them, 
like a ſecond HAN NIBAL, made his way where there 
ſeemed to be no way, and conquer'd even Nature, 
when ſhe oppoſed herſelf to the Progreſs of his Glory. 
By Stratagems, as difficult in the Execution, as they 
were wonderful in the Invention, he dried up the 
fenny Ground, and 11 a ſound Footing ſor his 
Soldiers; then found means to advance Machines to 
batter down the Walls, which were ſhaken by the very 
firſt Attack, and at laſt had a Breach made in them, 
large enough for a Battalion to enter. But theſe Ap- 
proaches cou'd not be made till after many Skirmiſſies, 
and great Loſs on both ſides. The Beſiegers fought 
like Men, who prefer'd Glory to Life; and the Beſieged 
like Men deſperate, and who neither hoped, nor ex- 
pected any Quarter. 

THE fair ALGc1Tn a, who commanded in the Caſtle, 
order'd every thing ſo well, that the oldeſt Captains 
were ſurprized at her Wiſdom. She appear'd amidſt 
the thickeſt Dangers, arm'd at all points, animating 
the Soldiers by her Words and Example, and marking 
the Paths ſhe trod with innumerable Deaths; all the 
Engliſb who fell into her hands, in the Sallies ſhe fre- 
quently made, became unhappy Victims to her Re- 
venge, cauſing them to be thrown from the Ramparts 
upon thoſe frightful Rocks, which daſh'd their Bodies 
to pieces in fight of the whole Army; nor did the Be- 


ſiegers treat their Priſoners with leis Barbarity : ſo 


that theſe reciprocal Cruelties produc'd a Hate in both 

Parties, which gave a double Fury to the War. | 
PRINCE Epmunop had frequently heard the high 
Character of ALGITHA's Valour and Conduct; but 
cou'd never perſuade himſelf, that they were conſide- 
rable enough to have ſo long retarded the Progreſs of 
his Arms: and as he knew ſhe had With her many 
Captains of great Experience, he attributed to them the 
Honour of this vigorous Oppoſition; but to whom 
ſoever it was owing, he thought it a Diſgrace to him 
to be ſo long repulied, and therefore reſolved to make 
uſe of his utmoſt Efforts. The Breach being more 
enlarged, he ſummon d the Beſieged to ſurrender; bu 
15 
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receiving from them no other Anſwer than Reproaches, 
and Threatnings to revenge the Death of SictrRiD on 
his Head, and on that of the King his Father, he pre- 
pared every thing for a general Aſſault, which was gi- 
ven the next day at Sun-riſing. The Combat laſted 
three Hours, without the Erg/i/þ being able to get any 
Ground ; and the Prince perceiving he had loſt a great 
number of Men, and that the remainder were diſcoura- 
ged by the Valour of one Warrior who carried Dezth 
and Terror wherever he came, was obliged to ſound a 
Retreat, and take new meaſures for carry ing the Place. 

THREE Days after, in which time the Breach 
was very conſiderably widen'd, Prince Epuuxp or- 
dered the be of his Men to be pick'd out from all his 
Troops, and putting himſelf at their Head, began the ge- 
neral Aſſault, with a firm Reſolution, either to con- 
quer, or to die. ALG1THA, Who foreſaw his Intention, 
drew up her Forces benind the Breach, and ranged them 
in ſo artful and advantagious a manner, that the Be- 
ſiege! were not without hope of being ſtill able to reſiſt 
their Enemy. 

IN fine, this laſt and moſt bloody Attack was given 
at fix a- clock in the Morning, on the fourth of Sfem— 
ber in the Year 1014: the Eugliſb fell on the Beſieged 
with Fury; they deiended themſelves with the ſame; 
and the braveſt of both Farties became Victims to the 
Ambition of their Chicts. 

THE Battle had alrcady laſted fix Hours, without 
the Engliſb being able to mount the Breach. The ſame 
Warrior, that Prince EnMunND had ſeen before, making 
ſuch Havock among his Troops, ſeem'd now by his 
ſingle Valour to withſtand the Efforts of a whole 
Army; and a ſecret Jealouſy of Glory joining with 
the Defire of Conqueit, to animate the Soul of this 
young Hero, he ſought: to encounter him, whom a- 
lone he look'd on as his Rival in Fame, and Bar to his pre- 
ſent Victory. Fortune favour'd his Wiſhes, and this 
formidable Adverſary being ſpurred on with the ſame 
Eagerneſs, to try his Strength with him, who ap— 
peared moſt worthy of his Arms; and being told which 
was Prince EDMUND, was coming forward at the ſame 

time 
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time the Prince of England was opening a Paſſage to 
him. 

THESE two Prodigies of Valour attack'd each o- 
ther with an equal Fury : The Strokes which fell from 
both, were ſo well aim'd, and deſcended with that force, 
that neither but look'd on his Adverſary as invulnerable 
in reſiſting them. The Champion of the Beſieged had 
the Advantage however of the Prince, in one Blow, 
which lighting firſt on his Head-piece, broke it in 
pieces and in the Deſcent cut the Braces of his Ar- 
mour on his right Shoulder. But EDmvu ND, more en- 
raged by this Accident, flew ſo vigorouſly on his E- 
nemy, that he threw him at his Feet, and reſolving to 
put an end to his Life, was about to unfaſten his Hel- 
met, that he might cut off his Head; when the Be- 
ſieged, who had a more than ordinary Intereſt in the 
Life of this Perſon, made ſurprizing Efforts for his De- 
liverance : But the Exgliſb perceiving by the Cries of 
their Enemies of what Importance this Life was 
to them, fell upon them in ſuch a manner, as took. 
from them all Thoughts but of their own. Safety, 
and having drove them from the Breach, became 
Maſters of it, and of that Quarter of the Rampart, 
while their gallant Prince was, for ſome Moments, re- 
duced to a Condition, which deprived him of the Power 
of aſſiſting them. 

HA VI N G pluck'd off the Helmet of his Adverſary, 
with an Intention to have put an end to that Life, 
which he thought eclipſed the Glory of his own, his 
Arm was ſuddenly arreſted by the Sight of the moſt 
ſurprizing Beauty that ever had offered itſelf to his 
Eyes; the fineſt Hair in the World, which fell in 
great abundance down the Shoulders of the Vanquiſh'd, 
and the Softneſs and Delicacy of the Features, made 
known to him, that this admirable Perſon was a Wo- 
man; and the Terror thoſe of her Party were in for her 
Danger, making the Name of AL6G1TH a reſound from 
every Quarter, left him no room to doubt it was that 
Princeſs. 

ASTONISHMENT and Admiration now ſup- 
ply'd the Place of Fury, and the ſudden Change from 

the 


— — 
5 — - — 
P 


N . _ 


ä—2ũĩ— ſ _— — —ä— —— — SEED. —ñä— — 
— OS; 


—— 


1 

IF 

„ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
- 


( 42 ) 


the Violence of one Emotion to others of ſo contrary a 
Nature, made little difference between the Victor and 
the Vanquiſhed. He recovered himſelf time enough to 
prevent any Notice being taken of what paſs'd in his 
Heart; and having ordered her to be carried to his 
Tent, and that the ſame Care ſhould be taken of her 
as of himſelf, returned to the Aſſault, where he found 
his Troops had gain'd the Breach, and that the Beſieged 
were in the moſt horrible Diſorder. 

HE now found that ALG1THAa had been the Soul of 


her Party, and that it was her Loſs alone that gained- 


him the Victory. He offered Quarter to all who wou'd 
lay down their Arms: but they refuſed to accept it, 
and fell Victims to their Obſtinacy and Deſperation. 
Prince Epuu xp, to reward the Bravery and long Fa- 
tigue his Army had ſuſtain'd, allow'd the whole Plun- 
der of the Place, excepting only the Caſtle, where he 
knew the Treaſures of SOEFRI SD were amaſſed. Du- 


ring all this Action, he ſent Meſſengers every moment 


to hear News of his fair Priſoner; and being inform'd, 
that ſhe had no Wounds that were dangerous, felt a 
Pleaſure, which, at firſt, he was not ſenſible from what 
Source derived ; but the Impatience he was in to re- 
turn to his Tent, in a ſhort time convinced him, that 
his Concern for the incomparable ALG1TH a was agita- 
ted by ſomething more ſoit than Admiration, and more 

vehement than Pity. | 
BUT however violent his Perturbations were on 
this account, thoſe of the Princeſs were not at all in- 
ferior. In ſpite of the Animoſity ſhe had vowed for 
the Blood of ETHzLRED, when the Blow ſhe had given 
made the Viſor of Epuu xp fall off, and diſcovered to 
her his Face, all the Fury and Reſentment ſhe had 
been poſſeſs'd of, converted in one moment to Admira- 
tion; the Heat of the Combat having given new Charms 
to this young Hero, he appear'd an Enemy more for- 
midable to her Heart than to her Life: the Fire which 
ſparkled from his Eyes ſtruck thro' her very Soul; 
her Deſires of Vengeance diſſipated, her Strength di- 
miniſhed, and ſhe was incapable of Defence, when the 
Prince was employing his whole Force for her De- 
ſtruction. 
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ſtruction. The Victory he obtained over her had 
doubtleſs coſt him more Blows, kad not the Tender- 
neſs juſt then rifing in her Soul, deprived her of her 
accuſtomed Fierceneſs, and aided his Attempt. The 
Wound he gave, contributed Jeſs to her fainting, than 
the Confuſion of her Mind; and when ſhe came to 
herſelf, which ſhe did not 'till after ſhe was brought 
into the Tent of her Conqueror, ſhe cait her Eyes a- 
bout, with an Air all languiſhing, in ſearch of the Pere 
ſon who had thus doubly ſubdued her; and finding he 
was not preſent, threw herſelf down again on the 


Couch with a Sigh, which ſeemed to rend the Boſom it 


proceeded from. 

PRINCE Epmvunp had no ſooner made himſelf 
Maſter of the Caſtle, than he ordered all the Ladies who 
had been Attendants on AL iT HA to be brought be- 


fore him; and after acquainting them with the Fate of 


that Princeſs, ſent them under a firong Guard, for 
their Security, to his Tent ; judging it wou'd be no in- 
conſiderable Allevation of her Griefs, to have thoſe a- 
bout her, from whom ſhe had been accuſtomed to re- 
ceive Services. 


AT their Arrival, they found her in the manner- 


I have related, and by their Tears and Exclamations 
teſtify'd how very dear ſhe was to them, and how 
greatly they regretted to ſee her in that State. She re- 
ceived theſe Marks of their Duty and Affection with 
the moſt engaging Sweetneſs; and turning herſelf to 
the principal of them, Enwice, ſaid ſhe, we are Cap- 
tives, and all my Endeavours have been fruitleſs. 

YES, Madam, anſwered that Conkdant; Prince 
EpMunD is Maſter of the Place; his Victory is entire, 
and tho' he wou'd willingly have ſpared your People's 
Blood, and to that end made them very advantageous 
Offers, yet their Grief and Deſpair for your ſuppoſed 
Death would not ſuffer them to accept of any thing: 


but their Reſiſtance ſerved only to encreaſe the Glory of 


your invincible Enemy, by adding ſo great a number to 
2 who had already fallen beneath the force of his 
rms. 


ALAS! 
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ALAS! reſumed the Princeſs, then all are pe- 
Tiſhed, and I am the unhappy Cauſe. But let us ſee 
this Prince, continued ſhe, 1mplore his Clemency, and, 
if it be poſſible, ſave thoſe that are in the other Places 
belonging to us———Perhaps, added ſhe with a Sigh, 
he has a Heart leſs inflexible than that of his inhuman 
Father. 

AS ſhe pronounced theſe Words high enough to be 
underſtood by thoſe whom Prince Eo UN had placed 
to guard, and wait upon her, they aſſured her, that 
ſhe might expect every thing from his Generoſity, and 
that by the Care he had ordered to be taken of her, 
and the extreme Diſquiet he was in for having put her 
into that Condition, tho unknown, it was eaſy to 
judge, he wou'd lend a favourable Ear to all ſhe ſhould 
propoſe. N 

THEY told her alſo, that ſhe was now in the 
Tent of that Prince, and that ſince her Entrance into- 
it, he had not paſs'd one Moment without ſending to 
enquire of her Condition. Theſe Teſtimonies of his 
Goodneſs compleated the Conqueſt of her Heart ; and 
at the ſame time flattered her with the hope of mak- 
ing a Treaty with him, which might ſecure her the 
1— Poſſeſſion of thoſe other Territories ſhe had 
elt. 

BUT if the Troubles of the War were over, ſhe 
had new ones ſpringing up in her Soul, which would 
not permit her to take any Repoſe : in vain ſhe called 
to remembrance her Motives of Hatred to the Father, 
to defend her from the Tenderneſs the Son inſpired ; 
in vain ſhe recollected the Violence of ETHELRED, and 


the ſad Fate of a once beloved Huſband ; all thoſe 


dreadful Ideas loſt their Horror, and gave way to the 
inchanting a7" # of the Hero, who had conquered 
her. She paſs'd the Night in continual Agitations be- 
tween the Conſideration of what was owing to the 
Manes of S1GEzrR1D, and the Merits of the charming 
EpmuND: And tho' this laſt had infinitely the ſtrongeſt 
Party in her Soul ; yet cou'd ſhe not give herſelf up en- 
tirely to it without a Remorſe, which involved her 
in moſt terrible Perplexities. 

PRINCE 
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PRINCE EpwuvuNnD was not in a Situation of 


more Tranquillity ; he arrived at the Camp ſo late in 


the Evening, that to have demanded a Sight of his 
Priſoner, wou'd have been too diſreſpectful for him 
to have been guilty of, had ſhe been much leſs the Miſ- 
treſs of his Soul: But he looked on himſelf as the molt 
criminal of Mankind, in having lifted his Arm againſt a 
Perſon whom he thought born tor univerſal Command. 
He inceſſantly reproached his Fury and his Blindneſs, 
and in the Vehemence of his Rage againſt himſelf, 
imagined, he cou'd never repair the Fault he had com- 
mitted, but by loving her with an Ardour as violent as 
his Hate had been ; and as he had ſought her Life, to 
devote his own entirely to her Service, and to hazard 
every thing, and endure every thing for her ſake. 
Thus, far from oppoſing the growing Paſſion in his 
B-eaſt, he made no other uſe of his Reaſon and his Re- 
flections than to indulge it. 

THE Deſire of ſeeing this beautiful Princeſs, im- 
mediately ſucceeded the Reſolution of adoring her for 
ever: And as ſoon as he thought a Viſit wou'e not be 
incommodious, ſent to intreat Permiſſion to attend 
her. ALGITHaA, who expected this Civility, and found 
h-rie!f eſtabliſhed enough for Converſation, received 
his Meſſenger with a molt becoming Affability, and 
expreſs'd an obliging Impatience for this Interview. 

T HE Prince ſoon after appeared, followed by the 
principal Officers of the Army: He was habited with 
the utmoſt Magnifhcence, but the Perfections of his 
Perſon and Addreſs, were infinitely more enchanting 
to the Eyes of ALTA, than the Luſtre of his Jewels, 
or the Richneſs of his Dreſs. All Hiſtories agree, that 
he was without Exception the moſt handſome and beſt- 
made Man of his Time; and as in War, he cou'd not 
be look d on without Fear, ſo in Peace, he never ap- 
peared without creating Love and Eſteem. 

ALGITH 4 now had feen him both in the one 
and the other, and cou'd not defend herſelf from a ſe- 
cond Surprize little inferior to the firſt. However, ſhe 
had command enough over herſelf to teſtify it by no o- 
ther Token than a Geſture of Admiration; a Paſſion 
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which none of the Ladies who attended her cou'd pre- 
vent themſelves from being ſeized with, at his firſt 
APPEArance. 

PRINCE EpwmvuxD on the other fide found her 
inch, as for ſome moments depriv'd him of the Power 
of Speech; if ſhe had ſeem'd to him ſo incomparably 
Jovely in the midſt of Blood and Slaughter, what mult 
ſhe now do, adorn'd with Softneſs, and all the Advan- 
tages of Dreſs? Being an Amagon, ſhe had no other Co- 
vering to her Head than a Plume of White Feathers, 
which waving careleſly ſometimes one way and ſome- 
times another, concealed, and diſcovered by turns her 
beautiful Forchead ; her Hair hung looſe in Ringlets over 
her Shoulders, and that part which was turned back, 
was filleted with a String of Diamonds, of a prodi- 
gious Largeneſs and Luſtre. She was tall, and ſhaped 
witn the utmoſt Exactneſs; nor was any of the Ad- 
vantages Nature had beſtowed on her, unembelliſhed 
by Art. This Day, her Garment being cloſe to her 
Eody, diſcloſed the admirable Proportion of her Limb: ; 
and at the fame time had an Aw of Negligence : in 
fine, the Regularity and Sweetneſs of her Features, the 
Delicacy of her Complexion, and the Majeity which 
reigned throughout her whole Perſon, rendered her, on 
the ſtricteſt Examination, not lefs perfect than ſhe ap- 
peared at the firit ſtriking Appearance. 

THE enamour'd Prince cou'd ſcarce reſtrain his 
Tranſports at the fight of ſo much Beauty ; and per- 
haps he did it not ſo well, but that thoſe who accom- 
panied him, might have penetrated into the Secret of 
his Heart, if their own Aſtoniihinent had not prevented 
them from taking Notice of his Behaviour, and at the 
ſame time given him leave to recollect himielſ--How 
guilty am I, Madam! ſaid he, how dear has my Vic- 
tory coſt me, ſince I could not purchaſe it, but by ef- 
fending ſo incomparable a Princeſs ! I will not attempt 
to juſtify mytelt, by ſaying you were wholly unknown 
to me, for | can no way render mylelf worthy of 
your Pardon, but by offering my Life to your juſt 
Reſentment. He accompanied theſe Words with io 
paſſionate an Action, chat the diſcerning Ai c1TH a was 

no 
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no longer ignorant of what her Charms had done; 
which Diſcovery adding a brighter and more lively 
Colour to her Cheeks, made her appear yet more 
lovely than betore. 

MV Lord, reply'd ſhe, with a Voice which had in it 
nothing of Enmity, it the Conſequences of War may 
be accounted Crimes, I am inhnitely the molt guilty 
Perſon: 1 knew very well who you were, I fought 
you, combated with you, and defired nothing more 
than to have put an end to your Days; and how, my 
Lord, continued ſhe, will Exz/andever pardon me for lay- 
ing facrilegious Hands on the greateſt and molt amiable 
Prince her Annals ever boaſted? But let us, added 
ſhe, with a moſt charming Swcetneſs, let us forget 
what's paſt, and permit the Peace which | am now 
about to offer, may put an end to all our Differences. 

THE Prince {aw well, that AL.GciTHa had no mind 
to anſwer to the obliging things he had to ſay to her, 
therefore deferred any Declaration of his Sentiments till 
a fitter Sealon; and with a Bow the moit tender and 
reſpectful that cou'd be, he told her, that he wou'd 
neglect nothing that might prevail on the King his Fa- 
ther to conclude the War, as little to her diſadvantage 
as poſſible! And after many Complements on both ſides, 
they parted with Sentiments and Deſires valtly different 
from thoſe tliey had been animated by, ſome Days be- 
fore. 

THE Prince of England had no ſooner quitted her, 
than his firſt Care was to diſpatch a Courier to the 
King, with the whole Hiſtory of this famous Siege: 
His Letter was full of the Praiſes of all thoſe who had 
ſignaliz'd themſelves in the War, and of the Valour of 
his Troops in general, without making any mention 
of himſelf, or of his Combat with ALGiTHa; ſaying 
only, that Princeſs was his Priſoner, and that 
all the Treaſures of SicErrRID were in his power, 
and entreated Permiſſion to treat with the Wi- 
dow of that Rebel; inſinuating, that a Peace wou'd 
render him in a better Condition to reſiſt the King of 
Denmark ; and urged his political Reaſons for putting 
an end to the War in that Part of the Country, with 
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ſo much Wit and Prudence, that the King and Coun- 
cil were charmed with them, and readily conſented to 
leave him entire Maſter of his Conqueſt, and to ratify 
whatever he ſhou'd decree concerning the Fate of his 
Priſcner, or the Diſpoſal of her Territories. 

WHILE the King and Court were in this favour- 
able Diſpoſition toward him, the Heart of ALGiTHA 
was yet more ſo. This ſecond View of him had fo 
well eſtabliſhed his Image in her Heart, that it was nat 
in her power to eraſe it even for a Moment; much le's 
to ſuffer any other thing to come in competition With it. 
After the Departure of the Prince, finding herſelf a- 
lone with EDpWIGE, from whom ſhe never concealed 
any thing, ſhe ſpoke of her engaging Conqueror in 
Terms ſo full of Admiration, and ſo highly extolled 
the Beauties of his Perſon and rare Qualities, that this 
Lady eaſily perceived from what Source ſuch paſſionate 
Praiſes were derived. 

ALGTITH 4 perceived ſhe had diſcovered her Se- 
cret, and far from being offended at it, Epw1ce, ſaid 
ſhe, with the molt languiſhing Air, I ſce thou halt pene- 
trated into my Heart; but 1 Hand in no fear of thy Re- 
py There needs no more than to have ſeen Prince 

DMUND, to excuſe the Weakneſs cf loving him; bur, 
continued ſhe, ſigbing, ſince thou art ſo gocd at read- 
ing the Minds of People, can'ſt thou gueis at nothing 
that paſſes in that of my Conqueror? 

N OR his, nor yours, Madam, have eſcaped me, 
anſwered ſhe ; and fince you permit me to declare my 
Sentiments, be perſuaded, Madam, that whatever Ten- 
derneſs your Soul may be inſpired with in favour of the 
Prince, that which he is poſſeſſed of for you, is yet more 
violent. I examined him with care the whole time of 
his being here, and ſaw Love ſparkling in his Eyes, and 
heard it in the Tone of his Voice. When he affected 
an Air of Gallantry and Generoſity, in offering you his 
Life as a Reparation of his Fault, the Obligation 
ſeemed to me to ſpring from his Heart; and what he 
ſpoke only as a Complement, was indeed the moſt ſe- 
rious Truth. Yes, Madam, continued ſhe, all his 
Words, all his Actions, in ſpite of his Efforts to the 
gy contrary, 
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contrary, declar'd the Lover; and I am flrange!y deceiv'd, 
if ina little time you do not find he is ſo in the moit ex- 
alted Senſe. 

As none here, purſued FLorixDa, turning to the 
Company, are ignorant of the Force of Love, it wou'd 
be needleſs to repeat how flattering to the Wiſhes cf 
ALGITHA, was the Diſcourſe of her Conſidante; ſo I 
ſhall only ſay, that in order to prolong it, ſhe confeſs'd 
that ſhe had imagin'd her Preſence had made ſome im- 
preſſion on the Prince, and in her turn gave her Rea'cr.s 
for ſuch a Suppoſition; ſo that both their Obſervations 
being compared, ſerved to fortify the Idea in the Minds 
of the one and the other, and the Princeſs thought, 
without being too vain, ſhe might indulge herſelf in 
the ſweet Hope of being as perfectly beloved as ſte 
loved. 

EDMUND in the mean time had Sentiments leſs 
pleaſing ; his Paſſion was accompanied with a Timidity 
which ordinarily mingles itſe!f with Love in an unex- 
perienced Heart: and as he joined to the reſt of his Per- 
jections that of being ignorant how worthy he was to be 
loved, he only wiſhed he were, without hoping ever to 
merit to be ſo. 

THIS Diffidence of himſelf gave him Reflections 
ſuch as permitted him not to enjoy much Tranquility. 
But as his Paſſion was too violent to be entirely conceal'd, 
and he wanted Courage to declare it to the beautiful 
Inſpirer, the Conſtraint he muſt have put upon him- 
ſelt would have been intolerable, had he not found a 
47 4s in whoſe faithful Boſom he knew the Secret wou'd 
be ſafe. 

AMONG the Lords and great Men who followed 
him in his firſt Viſit to the Princeſs, was ALDRIC, a 
Prince whom the Conformity of Years firſt, and after- 
wards the rare Qualities he obſerved in him, made him 
the moſt particularly attach'd to, of any who had been 
his Companions in this War; and he it was to whom 
he communicated the Myſtery of his Love, and histco 
ſcrupulous Doubts. 

ALDRIC, whoknew the Merits of his Prince much 


better than himſelf, employed his utmoſt Elcquence to 
Vor. IV. D give 
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ive him a better Opinion of the Succeſs of his Deſires. 
Ro, my Lord, ſaid he, there is no room to doubt, if Prince 
EpwmunpD may make himſelf beloved wherever he wiſhes 
to be ſo ; but permit me to remind you, there are other 
Subjects for Fear, of a more formidable nature. I foreſee 
a thouſand Obſtacles, on the part of the King; your 
Highneſs is the Darling and only Hope of Eng/and; your 
Alliance with ſome great Princeſs, wou'd procure ſolid 
Advantages for your Country, and will ETyzLtzepever 
be prevail'd upon to ſuffer, you ſhou'd renounce thoſe 

lorious Pretenfions? And, continued he, I tremble at 
the Apprehenſions of his Rage, ſhou'd you enter into 
any Engagements without his Conſent. Theſe, my Lord, 
are the Reflections that give me pain, and all that ought 
to trouble you——W hat Woman cou'd reſiſt a Conqueſt 
ſo glorious for her as Prince EpmunpD ? Your Preſence 
attracts all Eyes, all Hearts, the leaft regard from you, 
ſubjects them to you for ever, and can you think that 
when you vouchſafe to add the tendereſt Paſſionao ſuch 
powerful Charms, the Widow cf S1GEFR1D wou'd not 
joyfully return it! 

MV dear AL pDRI, ſaid the Prince, embracing him, 
I can reply nothing to Words too flattering for my Be- 
lief a partial Friendſhip hoodwinks your judgment. 
I know I am far from what you think, and wou'd 
repreſent me to be; but were 1 all, and more than all 
that Nature ever formed of Perfection, and were the 
Dangers you have mentioned infinitely greater than they 
are, all wou'd be too mean a Purchale for the Heaven 
of ALcriTHa's Affection. — Ves, AL DpRIC, yes, that 
divine and everlaſting Miſtreſs of my Soul bears down 
all Conſiderations of the State, or the King, and leaves 
me no will for any thing but herſelf to adore only her, 
to pleaſe only her, and in fine, to think only on her. 

THE Tone and Air with which theſe Words were 

ſpoke, convinced the Favourite of the greatneſs of his 
Prince's Paſſion ; but as he knew he had an Infinity of 
Reaſon and good Senſe, he did not fail to lay before 


him all that he foreſaw wou'd be the Confequence of 
his Love, to the end, that if he cou'd not baniſh it from 
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his Heart, he might at leaſt be prepared for all the Ac- 


cidents it might produce. 

T H E Prince aniwer'd him with a Moderation and 
Wiſdom becoming his Character; but at the ſame time 
teſtified an unſhaken Conitancy in his Affection to the 
Beautiful ALG1THA, and the firmeſt Reſolution to ha- 
zard and to ſuffer every thing for her ſake. 

THIS faithful Friend and Counſellor cou'd not hear 
ſuch a Declaration without diſcovering in his Counte- 
nance the trouble it gave him ; but perceiving that 
this was one of the Strokes of Fate, againſt which 
no human Prudence is a ſufficient Defence, he wou'd 
not diſquiet his Prince with farther Arguments, but 
aſſured him that in all Events he would devote himlelt 
entirely to him, and that nothing ſhou'd ever ſeparate 
their Intereſts. 

PRINCE ErmunD knew too well the Value of ſuch 
a Friend, to refuſe his Offers: He thank'd him in Terms 
the molt tender and obliging; and in his turn pro- 
teſted never to forget the Zeal he had expreſs'd for his 
Good, and the wiſe Counſel he had given him, unable 
as he was to follow it. 

I N this manner did they paſs the Remainder of the 
Day, after having viſited ALGtTHAa: the next, and 
thoſe which ſucceeded, the enamour'd Eomuxy failed 
not to pay his Devoirs to that Princeſs, and without da- 
ring to ſpeak of his Love, he had ſo well the Art to malze 
her ſenſible of it, that no Words cou'd have been more 
expreſſive or perſuaſive. | 

8 H E received him always with a Sweetneſs full of 
Charms, but as the ſtricteſt Modeſty and Reſerve reign'd 
thro' all her Words and Actions, he was not able co 
penetrate into her Sentiments; and tho' he always ſaw 
her without Pleaſure, yet he never parted from her 
without E his Happineſs. But this Life of Sul- 
penſe was but of a ſhort duration: the Return of his 


Courier decided his Fate, and he no ſooner ſaw the 
Power the King had given him, than he haſted 

his diſpatches to the Jent of his adored Princeſs. 
SH E was alone with Epw1ce, and the Prince had 
permitted no body to follow him but ALpR1c, as he had 
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let him know his deſign was that day to make a dil- 
covery of his Paſſion, that faithful Confidante,- after the 
firſt Compliments were over, engaged EDWIOE ina par- 
tcular Converſation at ſome diſſance, and left the Prince 
at fulbliberty to entertain the Charmer of his Soul. Ihe 
King, Madam, ſaid he toher, has left me entire Mai- 
ter of the Articles of Peace, and I come to make you 
Miflreſs of them, and to give you. an Opportunity of re- 
venging all the Offences I have been guilty cf. It was 
not enough to combat with you, to wound you, to 
take you Priſoner, there wants yet ſomething to com- 
pleat my Preſumption, which is the daring to adore 
you, to.tell you that I do, and to ſwear to you that 
a thouſand. Deaths preſented to my Eyes can never make 
me change my Sentiments. Revenge yourſelf there- 
fore, Madam, continued he, in the moſt tender Accents, 
revenge on the Lover, the Fury of the Enemy, and pu- 
niſh in the Eremy, the Faults of the Lover —Behold 
] wait your Sentence, and ſhall ſubmit to it without 
murmuring. - 

TO be able to comprehend the Charms that accom- 
pany'd this Diſcourſe, we ſhou'd aſſemble in our Minds 
al] that is agreeable in Man; all that indulgent Nature 
can beilow, all that Love and Wit can teaeh, and yet 
at lait fall ſhort in Idea. of the real Graces of this great 
and amiable Prince. ALGITH A was too ſenſible of the 
Perſections of this blooming Hero, and of the Glory of 
ſubduing him, to be capable of diſſembling the Paſſion 
ſhe had for him any longer; and looking on him with 
Eves ſparkling with Love and Joy, And of what faults, 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe, can you accuſe yourſelf, of which 
Iam not at leaſt equally guilty-? You have hated, and 
now love me; I wiſh'd your Death, and wou'd now 
give up my Life for the ſafety of yours. Yes, my Lord, 
purſued ſhe, with ſome precipitation, I ſhou'd deteit my- 
jelf, if I cou'd yet hate what is moſt worthy in the 
whole world to be Ioved——— Do I not ſee with the 
ſame Eyes all England does? Havel a Heart leſs 
' ſenſible of merit than the reſt of your Subjects: 


No, my Lord; adit I am ambitious of being diſtin- 
guiſh'd 
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guiſh'd from the multitude, it is by the exceſs of Ten- 
derneſs alone. 

T Is eaſy to imagine the effect, ſuch a Confeſſion muſt 
produce in a Prince young, ardent, and burning with the 
moſt violent Paſſion that ever was; he forgot AL DRI, 
EDWwIGE, and all the World, to abandon himſelftothe Ve- 
hemence of his Tranſports. He threw himſelf at the feet of 
the Princeſs, in ſpite of all ſhe cou'd doto hinder him; he 
thank'd her, and Heaven, in Words which nothing but the 
moſt exalted Extacy could have inſpired ; he made a thou- 
ſand Vows, both to the one and the other, of an ever- 
laſting Conſtancy and Gratitude, and that obliging him to 
repeat every inſtant that he was loved, made him as often 
repeat that he wou'deternally adore: in fine, he ſeem'd as it 
were out of himſelf, and was ſo violent in his Raptures, that 
the two Confidants were no longer able to reſtrain their at- 
tention from a Scene in which they took ſo much Intereſt. 

ALGITHA, who had ſeveral! times in vain attemp- 
ted to raiſe the Prince, now made a ſign to them to ap- 
proach ; and holding 'out her Hand to him, in order to 

lige him to change his Poſture, You ſee, my Lord, {aid 
ſhe to him ſmiling, that we are not alone, and that you 
publiſh my ſecret. Ah! Madam, cryed he, Prince A- 
DRIC is perfectly well acquainted with my Heart, and 
I dare believe the diſcreet E D]) i E is too dear to you, 
to be ignorant of my. Happineſs. 

AFTER this, the Converſation between theſe four a- 
miable Perſons conſiſted of all that Friendſhip, Zeal, E- 
ſteem and Love could form: but when a ſuffi-tent ſpace of 
time had been allowed to this agreeable Entertainment, 
Prince Epuu np entreated ALG1iTHa to think on the At- 
ticles of Treaty, but ſhe wou'd not be perſuaded, ſo he was 
obliged to take the care of that Affair upon himſelf ; there 
was little Danger of any diſagreement between them, the 


Conqueror was too much in the power of the Vanquiſh- | 


ed to inſiſt on hard Terms, and the Vanquiſh'd thought 


herſelf happy, .in yielding every thing to the Conqueror . 


S H E delivered all the ſtrong Places, Lands, and 'Terri- 
tories, yet remaining in her power to the Prince; and 
the Prince reinſtated her, with the Revenue ariſing 
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om them. Both being ſatisfied with theſe Conditions, 
they were ſent to the King for his Ratification, who ſent 
them back without the leaſt alteration. 

NOTHING but the Glory of Prince Epwmuny 
now made the Subject of Converſation at Lendan, and in- 
deed thro' the whole Kingdom: Public Thankſgivings, 
Feaſts, and all manner of Rejoicings for his V ictory, were 
celebrated in all the Cities and great Towns; and the 
Generals and others of the Army having ſent accounts 
of this Siege to their Friends, and juſtly expatiated on the 
Valour of EpuvunDd, particularly his Combat with the 
almoſt invincible ALT HA, their Amazement was little 
inferior totheir Admiration, when they conſidered what 
an excels of modeſty he had obſerved in the Letters he 
wrote on that Subject; and this augmented in ſuch a 
manner the Love and Eſteem of the People, that they al- 
moſt idolized him. 

QUEEN Emma, to whom his Glory was no leſs dear 
- than if he had been her own Son; wrote to congratulate 
him on this Occaſion, in terms which manifeſted the 
real Friendſhip and Tenderneſs ſhe had for him: but all 
theſe Honours made but a feeble impreſſion on his mind, 
compared with the delights he enjoyed at the feet of his 

dear Princeſs. 
' THE Articles of Peace had no ſooner received the ap- 
probation of ETHELRED, than the Prince cauſed the 
Caſtle of Sic4fortto be repaired, and put in a condition 
to receive him, the Princeſs, and the moſt confiderable 
of thoſe who had attended him in this War ; looking 
on the Camp as a place too tumultuous for them to 
partake the Sweets of that Peace they had now ſo happily 
concluded. | ot, . 
80 ME days after they were ſettled there, Prince 
FE pu dp, whole Paſhon received addition every moment, 
and by conſequence his Impatience, began to conjure 
the beautifal ALG1THA to compleat his felicity, by con- 
ſeating to be privately married, giving her to underſtand 
the little Probability there was, that the King wou'd 
- ever be brought to authorize their Love, if by any ac- 
cident he ſhould be inform'd of it; and telling her at 
the ſame time, if the Ceremony were once paſt, he had 


hopes 
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hopes the perſuaſion of the Queen, and his other Friends, 
join'd tothe TenderneſsETHsLk tp himſelf had for him, 
wou'd influence him to forgive what was paſt recall. 

T HE Princeſs loved with no leis ardour than ſhe was 
beloved, and was as much deſirous of this Union as he 
who propoſed it; but the ordinary Inconllancy of Men 
in general, and particularly among thoſe of the Age oi 
EpmMuND, made her tremhle. I can refuſe you nothing, - 
my Lord, {aid ſhe ; and tho' my Honour will doubticis 
ſuffer by a conceal'd Marriage, yet will I readily ſacri- 
fice it, to give a Proof of my 'Tenderneſs. Alas! added 
ſhe, what 1mports it that my Happineſs is a Secret, pro- 
vided it belaſting. | 3 

BUT, my Lord, that is my fear; and is all that hin- 
ders me from doing as you deſire: you love me now, but 
are you certain you ſhall love me always? What can 
ſecure me from the Effects, the Wrath of your Royal 
Father, and the Conſiderations of the State may pro- 
duce * They will, perhaps, hereafter make you 
look on a Marriage, fo little contormable to your Inte- 
reſt, as a Crime They will repreſent to you, that you 
have eſpouſed the Widow of a Rebel and an Eneniy, — 
that your Age and Rank permitted you not to engage 
your ſelf without the conſent of the King—they will re- 
proach you with having renounced the Glories to which 
you might have pretended, and exaggerate the Felicity 
of a Marriage more illuſtrious, and more advantageous 
they will add a thouſand more unforeteen 
Remonſtrances, to render me contemptible in your Eves, 


and to draw on me the Fate of the unhappy ETazL- 


GIVE your Mother—they will have but too much force 
not to ſhake your Conſtancy—you will bluſh to have liſtned 
to the Dictates of your Love, and I ſhall fall the Victim 


do the publick diſpleaſure ; or, *tis poſlible, to the Charms 


of an Object more worthy of you. | 

THEN, Prince, then, continued ſhe, letting fall 
ſome Tears, what will become of the wretched AL i- 
THA ? Shame and Deſpair will be the only recompence 
of her Complaiſance and Love: l know my own Heart, 
I ſhall love you to my Grave; but alas! nothing can aſ- 


ſure me of yours. 
D 4 PRINCE 
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PRINCE Epwoxp was ſtruck with ſo deep a ſor- 
row at this diſcourſe, that he wanted to interrupt her; he 
found it impoſſible for him to do ſo—the diſorder cf his 
Soul maniftiicd itſelf thro? all his Perſon, and render'd him 
in ſuch a State, that he was for ſome Moments wholly in- 
capable of replying to what ſhe had been ſaying. 

AT laſt, with the moſt languiſhing and dejected 
Air, F am very unfortunate, Madam, ſaid he, that my 
Heart is ſo little known to you, that you can believe it 
c ipable of the moſt vile of all Inconfſtancy's If the 
Exceſs of my Paſſion has not been able to infpire you 
with Sentiments more favourable, Words T fear will ne- 


ver do it, fince they are but weak Intelligencers of my 


Soul's ardent meaning. 

BUT is it impoſhble you can think me worthy of 
your Love, without tbinking that if with the Crown cf 
England I ſhou'd be offer'd that of the whole World, it 
cou'd be capable of obliging me to break the Vow I 
make to be eternally yours ? 

NO, Madam, I am neither to be tempted from you 
by Grandeur, nor terrifyed by the Menaces of an incens'd 
Father, nor the Murmurs of the State——I know very 
well, to what I ſubjet myſelf and expoſe you; but I 
know alſo, that whatever Dangers may arm themſelves 
againſt us, your Glory will be raiſed by my fidelity and 
conſtant oppofing all that wou'd deprive me of you. 
Be aſſured I can die, but can never be ungrate- 
ful or fa'ſe Permit me once to wear the happy Title 
of your Huſband, and I will maintain it to my laſt mo- 
ment Tis by this only I can make known the great- 
neſs of my Flame——by this alone my Fidelity can be 
manifeſted Oh confider, Divineſt ALG1T Ha, conſider 
that in refuſing what I aſk, you not only dne a a- 
gainſt that Paſſion you pretend to acknowle ge the 
Power of, but alſo do an irreparable injury to my Truth, 
and I ſhall die unjuſtified in your Opinion For think 
not, purſued he, with an Air that had ſomething in it 
of Diſtraction, think not that I will live without you. 

HERE Prince Epuu xp ceaſed to ſpeak, and indeed 
there was no farther need of Words to affirm what 

might 
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might be eaſily ſeen in his Countenance: a mortal Pale- 
neſs ſpread itſelf over all his Face, his Eyes loſt all their 
wonted Shine, and fixed on thoſe of ALctiTHa, ſcem'd 
but to attend her anſwer, and to cloſe for ever. The 
Princeſs trembled at the alteration ſhe perceived in him, 
and cou'd no longer doubt the Sincerity of a Paſſion, 
which was denoted by ſuch Symptoms. 

My dear Prince! cryed ſhe, preſſing his Hands tenderly 
between hers, ALG1THA is yours ODiſpoſe of her as yon 
pleaſe—my Suſpicions and my Fears had no other ſource 
than an Exceſs of Tenderneſs, and therefore claim forgive- 
neſs—but every Motive of "refuſal ſhall recede to the Glo- 
ry of being united to you Tis for you then to command, 
oh charming Prince! I am in all things ready to obey. 

TH O' theſe Words were like the Voice of Pardon 
to a Wretch condemn'd in the Ears of the tranſported 
EpDMUxND, yet cou'd he not preſently get over the Grief 
her former Diſcourſe had imprinted in his Soul; and 
while he thank'd her Condeſcenſion in terms the moſt 
paſſionate, yet did a certain Languor remain both in his 
Looks and Accents ; which ſerved, more than ever, to 
convince the Princeſs how ſenſibly he had been touch': 
with the fears of loſing her, She employ'd all thoſe Graces 
Nature had ſo prodigally beſtowed on her, to alleviaic a 
Melancholy of which ſhe: had been the cauſe ; and after a 
Million of repeated Proteſtations of eternal Fidelity on bath 
ſides, it was at laſt agreed, that one of the Princeſs's Chap - 
lains, in whom ſhe placed the moſt perfect Confidence, 
ſhou'd ſecretly join their Hands in the Chappel of the 
Caſtle, and that none but Prince Al pe 1c and the faich- 
ful Evw 1G ſhou'd be witneſſes of that Ceremony. 

ALL things being thus concluded, they approach'd 
the holy Altar on the Evening of the next Day, and were 
there united by thoſe Bonds which are indiſſoluble but 
by. Death. The whole Affair was conducted with ſa 
much privacy, that not one Perſon either in the Camp 
or Palace had the leaſt Knowledge of it. The Mvitery 
laſted ſome months, to the great contentment of the 
Wedded Pair, who enjoyed, without thoſe Ceremonys 
which are the torment of publick Marriages, all the 
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Sweets that HY MEN is capable of affording, when height- 
ned by the moſt fervent Paſſion : it ſeemed as if theſe 

two were animated but by one Soul—that one Will, and 

one Deſire diffuſed themſelves thro' both; and ſo well 

were their Thoughts known to each other, that they 
converſed frequently, as it were by intuition, and in- 

terrogated, and replied by Looks alone. | | 

BUT Fate, which, they fey, allows it not to Mor- 
tals to be perfectly happy on Earth, being unable to leſ- 
ſen their Affection, was reſolved to raiſe them Troubles, 
to diſturb that Repoſe they had ſo long indulg'd. 

THE long abſence of Prince Ey created ſome 

Suſpicions in the King his Father; and not being able 
to ccmprehend the Motives that kept him from a Court, 
where every body was burning with impatience for his 
Return, he ſent ſome Perſons whom he confided in to the 
Camp, with flri& orders to inform themſelves of all 
that Faſt, and to be careful Spies over the Actions of the 
Prince, without doing any thing, that ſhould make him 
ſuſpect they were ſo. 
_ THIS Commiſſion was given to Men well fkill'd 
in Stratagems, and from whoſe Eyes it was ſcarce 
poſſible any thing ſhou'd eſcape: they examined the 
Prince, with attention, and preſently found his Paſſion 
for ALGITHAa. This diſcovery was immediately ſecon- 
ded by others, and without any one being able to pe- 
netrate into their Intrigues, they got information of 
the ſecret Marriage, and ſent notice of it to the King. 
It wou'd be in vain to go about to repreſent the excels 
of his fury, at this News; the whole Court ſaw, and 
trembled at it; and tho' the Prince was extremely dear 
to them all, yet none durit open their Lips, in his Vin- 
dc it on. | 3 : WE 

WHILE Rage has poſſeſſion of the Mind, Nature 
b t vainly pleads; ETHEL&ED loſt all the Father, in the 
angry Monarch, and forgetful how much himſelf had 
exper.enced the force of that Paſhon he now condemned 
in his Son, ſent an Expreſs to him, which contained 
an ab olute command, to reſign the command of the 
Army to the Earl of Kent, to quit Sichert, ini e 
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and come to render an Account of his Conduct at the 
Foot of the Throne. 

THIS Mandate was like a Clap of Thunder to the 
Hearts of the truly enamour'd Prince and Princeſs: 
they no longer doubted, if they were betray'd, or if 
EpMuUND was recall'd out of any other Motive but the 
extremeſt Wrath. But this laſt alarm'd them leſs, as 
they had prepar'd themſelves for it: but what was molt 
remarkable in this Adventure was, that ALT HA, 
who had the greateſt cauſe to dread what might befall 
her in this Separation from the Prince, ſeem'd leſs dejec- 
ted than did he, and was obliged to make uſe of her, 
utmoſt Eftorts, to enable him to ſupport it. Nor was, 
his Diſquiet occafion'd by the Terror of meeting the 
Eyes of an incenſed Father, and angry King, in whoſe 
Diſpoſal all his future Fortunes lay; but by the Thoughts 
of leaving his dear Wile, at a time when moſt his Pre- 
ſence was neceſſary, to alleviate the Diſorders ſhe was, 
then in; the Fruits of their reciprocal AﬀeCtion being, 

now manifeſted in her Pregnancy 

AS much however as the Princeſs diſſembled her Con- 
cern, in hope to allay that of her Huſband, ſhe, cou'd 
not defend herſelf in ſecret from Agitations, very hard 
to be endured. She dreaded not any thing the King 
ſhou'd meditate againit her; ſhe had too much Courage 
to regard any thing that touch'd her Life or Fortune, the 
Eſtrangement of her dear Epmunpd's Heart was all ſhg 
feared : and when ſhe confider'd ſhe mult truſt. him in a 
Court ſo famous for Beauties, as that of England, not all 
his Vows cou'd make her {ay to herſe!f, He will be ming 
for ever. And if the Opinion of his Honour ſecured her 
from the Apprehenſions of his divprcing himſelf from 


her, and marrying another, as his Father had done; 


yet, as the Change of his Affection was an involuntary 


Action, ſhe was invaded with .moſt terrible Suggeſtions 


on that ſcore; and was too delicate to find any Satisfac, 
tion in the Thoughts that he mult be for her only- 
becauſe his Veracity wou'd not permit him to be ang- 
ther's. A 


BUT whatever Diſconterts" they both endui'd, the 


Royal Will mutt be comply'd with; and the Price, 
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with reaſon, judging, that to delay the injoin'd Atten- 

dance on his Father, wou'd only ſerve to irritate him the 
more, made all imaginable haſte to prepare for his Depar- 
ture. And the Conſolation of his beloved AL ir HA being 
the firſt of his Cares, he obliged Prince ALp «1c to ſtay be- 
hind him, that he might hear from time to time of the Situ- 
ation of that Princeſs's Mind. Al DRI, on his ſide, pro- 


mis'd an eternal Fidelity, and preſented a Gentleman to 


him, of whoſe firm Attachment be was convinced, in order 


that whatever Condition the Prince was in, he might know 
it from his Pen, and be inform'd of his Commands. 

AF T E Rall theſe Precautions, they took leave of each 
other, v-ithſuch violent Tranſports of G rief, that none who 
were Witneſſes of them, but fear'd they wou'd be attended 
with ſome fatal Conſequence. Ep uu p exerted all his 
Forces, to aſſure ALG1TH a of an eternal Fidelity; and 
that Princeſs neglected nothing, that the moſt delicate Paſ- 
non cou'd inſpire, to conjure him to ſet a Guard upon his 
Heart, and upon his Eyes; and when they had embraced 
each other a thouſand and a thouſand times, they bid adieu 
—A parting dreadful to themſelves, and touching to all 
tLat ſaw it, as not being able to form any Judgment when, 
or whether ever they ſhou'd meet again ! 

GRIEF and Uncertainty were the Companions of 
Prince Epavnp's Journe to meet the Eyes of 
a King and Father, ſo much incens'd againſt him, was 
no {light Motive for the Diſquiet cf a Son and Subject 
practiſed in Obedience; but the Violence of his Love 
ſurmounted all other Conſiderations; and at his Arri- 
val at London, he preſented bimſelf before the King, 
with a Submiſſion full of Reſpect, but with the Al- 
ſurance cf a Perſon prepared for every thing. His 
Preſence, far from exciting any Tenderneſs in E- 
THELRED, augmented his Indignation : He reproached, 
in the moſt cruel Terms, the clandefiine Marriage he 
had contracted with the Widow of an Enemy to his 
King and Country, accuſed him of holding criminal 
Intelligence againſt both the one and the other; and 


on the Lengths to which an Ex- 


cels of Paſlion had tranſported himſelf, * = 
| ole 


667) 


thoſe Reaſons, which wonld have been of more uſe to have 
regulated his own Conduct, than that of his Son. So true 
it is, that in whatever Rank Providence places len, 
they never can be impartial enough to ſee thoſe Faults 
in themſelves, which they condemn in others. 

THE Prince of England liſten'd to all this Torrent 
of Injuitice, with the moſt perfect Submiſſion ; and per- 
ceiving the King had left him at liberty to reply, he threw 
himſelf at his Feet, and looking up to him with that en- 
gaging Air, which charm'd all 1 I confeſs, I am 
criminal, ſaid he, in diſpoſing of myſelf without your 
Majeſty's Permiſſion; but it was the Fear of never being 
able to obtain it, join'd with the Impoſſibility of living 
without ALGITHA, that made me guilty. Not that 
I imagin'd, you wou'd regard that Princeſs as an Ob- 
ject of Hatred, after the advantageons Peace ſhe conclu- 
ded with you. —Yes, Sir, I dare affirm more 
Blood had been ſhed to gain you Victory, had Love not 
interpoſed I apprehended indeed, that your 
Ambition deſign'd me for greater Alliance, but I knew 
the Virtues of ALGiTHA more worthy than Diadems, 
and therefore followed the Dictates of my Happineſs ra- 
ther than my Duty—But, Sir, continued he, my Crime 
wou'd yet be pardonable, if you were ſenſible of the 
Charms of my fair Vanquiſher; and perhaps, I ſhou'd 
find Praiſe, where now I am condemn'd — 
Yes, Sir, added he with vehemence, I adore ALTA, 
I am reſolved eternally to adore her. But it 
is not AL iT UA, arm'd againſt my King, to whom I 
have given my Faith; it is a Princeſs ſubmiſſive to 
your Laws, faithful to her Duty, and ready to ſuffer 
Death to atteſt her Loyalty to your Majeſty, and Love 
to your Son, whoſe Huſband you ſee before your Feet, 
embracing your Knees, and imploring Grace ſrom an 
offended Father. 

AT theſe Words, ETHyELRED, in ſpite of his In- 
dignation, felt that he was indeed a Father: he figh'd, 
and was ſome time before he could determine in what 
manner he ſhou'd behave; but flruggling with the 
Tenderneſs which juſt then began to move him, Well 


then, 
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hen, reſume d he, ſince you are both fo ſubmiſiive to 
my Laws, give a Proof of this Zeal and this Obe- 
dience, in ſeparating yourſelves for ever, and do you 
receive another Wife from the Hand of a Father who 
loves you This is the only way by which you 
can obtain Pardon, and oblige me not to treat AL HA 
as an Enemy. 

IF no other way we can obtain your Mercy, ſaid 
the Prince, riſing from the Poſture he was in, I am 
conflrain'd to tell your Majeſty, we muſt be for ever 
miſerable in your Diſpleaſure both ALGITHA and 
myſelf are ready to loſe our Lives for you ; but you 
ſhall ſacrifice us a thouſand times before we will break 
our Vows—they are ſacred, —they are voluntary, 
they are eternal. 

THE Prince prcno inced theſe Words with a Re- 
ſolution which ſurprizd ETHELRED, and re-kindled 
the before-expiring Fury in his Breaſt. He called to 


the Captain of his Guards to ſeize the Prince, and order” 


him into Cuſtody. When the Queen entered the Ca- 
binet where they were, ſhe feared ſomething violent 
wou'd be the Conſequence of this Converſation, and 
reſolved to labour all ſhe cou'd in the ſervice of the 
Prince. She immediately knew by their Countenances 
the Emotions cf their Souls ; and perceiving the Captain 
was about to execate the King's Command, ſhe entreated 
his Majeſty to forbear till he had given her a Moment's 
Audience; adding, that ſhe would anſwer for the Prince, 
and attheſame time made a Sign to him, and all preſent, 
to withdraw, 

AS ſoon as ſhe found herſelf alone with EruELR ED, 
ſhe repreſented tohim the Wrong he did in proceeding 
to ſuch Extremities, with a Son, who had behaved in 
every ACtion of his Life, bating his Marriage, with 
the utmolt Duty——that the Kingdom was in too ha- 


zardous an Eſtate, thro' the Preparations of the King 
of Denmark, to admit CivilBroils———that the People, 
Who almoſt adored the Prince, wou'd be excited to mur- 


mur at this "Treatment of him, and perhaps, run yet 


She conjur'd 
im alſo to decree nothing again the Perſon of Ar- 
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GITHA the remonſtrated to him, that the Rebellion 
was probably not ſo well extinguiſhed, but that it 
might be rekindled in thoſe Places where that Princeſs 
had an Intereſt, if any Outrage were offered to her; 
and all this in Terms ſo ftrong, tho' full of Reſpect, 
that ETHELRED had nothing to object againſt her Rea- 
{ons. 

THO' this Monarch had not reſumed his former 
Tenderneſs for Euua, and lived with her with little 
more than a cold Civility, the Obligations he had to 
her wou'd not permit him to neglect her Advice: be- 
ſides, the manner in which ſhe addreſs'd him on this 
ſcore, greatly alleviated his Rage. He gave her his 
Promile to enterprize nothing againſt AL nA, either 
by open Force, or ſecret Malice, and not to confine the 
Perſon of the Prince, But all this beautiful Queen could 
urge, was unavailing to procure his Content to the 
Marriage, and the was obliged to quit him, without ob- 
taining any thing on that Article. 

AT her Return to her Apartment, ſhe found Prince 
ED MUND, who attended there the Effect of her Sol- 
licitations. She gave him an exact account of all ſhe 
had done, and teitify'd an unfeign'd Concern, that ſhe 
had been able to prevail no farther; telling him, ſhe 
foreſaw great Difficulties in the Engagement he had en- 
ter'd into; and that ſhe feared, he would have much to 
ſtruggle with, to make it good. 

FOR, in fine, my dear EDuu p, ſaid ſhe, I have 
ſolittle Power over ETKELRED, that you ought not to 
flatter yourſelf with a Belief, that he will grant much 
to my Perſuaſions; and I am very certain, if my De- 
mands had not been founded on the moſt ſolid Reaſons, 
I ſhould have been able to obtain nothing. Thus, ad- 
ded ſhe with a Sigh, I can only lament your Troubles, 
without a hope of diminiſhing them by any Effort of 
mine, 


THE N returned her a thouſand Thanks for 


all her Goodneſs, particularly for what ſhe had ob- 
. tained in favour of ALG1TH#a; and prayed her to have 
for that Princeſs the ſame Friendſhip with Which fh 
had honoured himſelf, Twou'd be difficult for me, 


Madam 
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Madam, ſaid he, to make you ſenſible of the Beauties 
of her Mind. Without your being acquainted with her; 
but thoſ- of her Perion may ſerve in part to excuſe 
the Paſſion ſhe has inſpired me with. In ipeaking 
theſe Words, he drew a little Picture out of his Poc- 
ket, which he brought with him from the Caſtle, and 
ſhewing it to the Queen, There, Madam, . reſumed he, 
is the Likeneſs of that Face, to which I have vowed an 


1H everlaſting Truth. 

15 EMM regarded it with Admiration, and confeſs'd,” 
ky that it was very difficult to guard the Heart from ſuch an 

Ti Aſſemblage of Perfections. Emboldned by the Prafſes 


ſhe gave her Beauties, he proceeded to delineate the Deli- 
cacy, the Purity, the Sincerity of her Soul, and re- 
newed his Proteſtations never to be guilty of Injuſtice 
to a Perſon ſo truly deſerving, and that he wou'd ba- 
zard being as unhappy by his Conſtancy, asETHELRED 
had render'd himſelt by his Infidelities. 
Þ THE next Day, the King appointed Commiſſioners 
4 i before whom he compell'd the Prince to appear; but 
i 4 they interrogating him concerning his Marriage, he 
1 maintained the Validity of it, and {aid little leſs to aſ- 
13 ſure them, that nothing ſhou'd conſtrain him to for- 
14 ſake ſo dear a Wife, than he had done to ALG1iTHA 
44 herſelf. Had that Princeſs been Witneſs of the Courage 
and Reſolution of his Love on than occaſion, it had, 
perhaps, ſhock'd the Niceneſs of her Soul to think 
that no Returns ihe cou'd make were adequate to ſuch a 
Paſſion. 

BUT this Firmneſs of Mind ſerved only to irritate 
the King, and he obliged the Commiſſioners to give 


4 
*% 


Judgment. As they were entirely his Creatures, by 


their Sentence the Marriage was difannall'd, and the 

5 Parties forbid to ſee each other any more, under the 

| pain of the Royal Diſpleaſure. This Decree, the King 
64 took care ſhou'd be immediately ſent to Al ITA; 


perhaps, not without hope the Grief of it might put an 
end to her Days. | 


whole Proceedure as it went on, by Couriers, ſent to 
hes 


THAT beautiful Princeſs being inform'd of the 
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her every day by the Prince, expected a Judgment no 
leſs ſevere wou'd be given againſt her; and in ſpight of 
the Aſſurances ſhe received of the Fidelity of her Huſ- 
band, and the Reſolution with which he maintained the 
Cauſe of his Love, ſhe was in continued Alarms; ſhe 
feared for him, for herſelf, and for the Infant yet unborn 
he Sentence was no ſooner paſt, than the Prince 
imagining it wou'd be ſignified to ALG1TH a, diſpatch'd 
the Gentleman Prince ALpxzic had preſented to him, 
with a Letter to her, and another to that faithful Friend. 
The Perſon charged with this Commiſſion, perform'd 
it with ſo much Expedition, that his Packet was deli- 
ver'd before the Arrival of the King's Meſſenger. 

IN the Letter to AL DRI, Prince Epmu ND entrea- 


ted him to hinder ALc1THa as much as poſſible from 


hearing any News that came from Court, to do his ut- 
moſt to conſole her, and to give her perpetual Aſſuran- 
ces, that no Time or Chance ſhou'd make the leaſt A- 
batement in his Affection; but above all, that he wou'd 
take care that ſhe ſhou'd receive his Letter, before any 
Diſpatch from the King ſhou'd be brought to her. This 
Caution was not uſeleſs, the Prince's Gentleman ar- 
riving little more than an Hour before the Courier 
from Court. AL DRI, who knew the Conſequence 
of the Affair, went directly to the Apartment of the 
Princeſs, where the Gentleman delivered her the Letter 


of Prince EpmunxDd ; which haſtily opening, ſhe found 
contained theſe Words. 


The faithful Ermund, to his dear ALGITHA. 


F every Misfortune, that befalls us did not afford 
me a new Occaſion of giving Proofs of my 
Conſtancy and Love, I ſhould not be haſty to 
acquaint you with it: but, my dear Princeſs, as [ 
know, that nothing but my Fidelity can ſupport 
you under the Weight of that Affliction Fate ſhowers 
down upon us, I wou'd be the firſt to let you know 
the preſent Preſſure ; to the end that the Aſſurances 
of my Faith may too much engroſs your Soul, to 


e eave 
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ce leave any Room for Grief, when you ſhall read the 
e cruel Sentence pals'd againſt us. They condemn us to 
«© ſee each other no more, and pretend to deter us from 
** doing ſo, by menacing every thing that human Na- 


„ ture ſhrinks at I am proof however againſt 
„ this Thunder-Clap My Love gains freſh 
Force by this unjuſt Oppoſition, and my Faith be- 
comes yet more inviolable than ever —— JJ — A41] that 
* they can do to ſeparate me from you, ſhall ſerve but 
«« to unite me more cloſely to you. Here I re- 
«« iterate all the Vows I have made you to love 
« you to my Grave -—to prefer you to all the 
.«« Princeſſes in the World and to ſuffer Death 
* rather than ſubmit to the unjuſt Sentence they have 
% piven= I conjure you, to be perſuaded of 
* theſe Truths, if you wou'd have me live. Re- 
« ceive the Orders ©: the King without Grief, and 
- «« without Indignation ; I wiſh you cou'd forgive the 
latter of theſe Emotions in him He may relent, 
„ the Sweetneſs of his Nature makes me hope it 
but whatever ſhall happen, I ſwear to you by all that 


we hold ſacred, to continue to the lat Moment of my 
- 6 Life, | 


Your faithful Husband 
Epmund Prixce of England. 


ALGITHA cou'd not read this Letter without 
Tears of mingled Tenderneſs and Diſdain: the Affront 
ſhe received by the Judgment paſſed upon her, occa- 
ſion'd great Agitations in her Soul; but ihe was yet 
more ſenſible of the freſh Inſtances of her dear Spouſe's 
Affection; and reflecting, that her Honour cou'd re- 
ceive no Blemiſh, while the Prince preſerved his Faith, 
ſhe armed herſelf with a Reſolution to deſpiſe thoſe For- 
malities Women ordinarily glory in, and to think of no- 
thing but the Happineſs of being beloved by a Prince ſuch 
as EDpuux p. 

SHE alſo took this Opportunity to prove the de- 
ference ſhe paid to the Will of this dear Huſband, and 

| as 
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as unjuſt.and cruel as ſhe thought the Proceeding of 
ETHELRED, Was determined to ſhew no Marks of Re- 
ſentment before thoſe who ſhould be charged with his 
Orders. 

SHE had juſt brought herſelf to this Point, when 
the Meſſenger arrived, and delivered the Copy of the 
Sentence into her Hand, accompanied with an Order 
to conform to it on Pain of Death. She received the 
one and the other, with a Courage worthy of the Wife 
of EpvunpD; and committing the Juſtice of her Cauſe 
to Heaven, ſeem'd only troubled at the little Probability 
there was, that ſhe ſhou'd ſee the Prince of a long 
time. 

SOME Days after, ſhe brought a Son into the World, 
who was named Epmunp, after his Father; and this 
News being immediately ſent to the Prince of England, 
he conceived ſo great a fos, as for ſome time made him 

orget all his Misfortunes | 

HE communicated the Knowledge of his being a Fa- 


ther to the Queen, and to thoſe, of whoſe good Wiſhes 


he had Experience, who ſincerely congratulated him on 
that occaſion; and without confidering in what manner 
the King wou'd take it, informed the People of it, and 
authorized publick Rcjoicings. 

ETHELRED, who never continued long in one 
Humour, began already to repent him of having trea- 
ted the Prince with ſo much Rigour ; and tho' he was 
informed of every thing that paſſed, ſeemed ignorant 
of the Caule of all this Joy, nor oppos'd the Satisfaction 
of the Citizens, who continued their Feſtival for three 
Days. 

ALGITH 4 was no ſooner recovered from her Ly- 
ing: in, than E Dub, unable to live without her, cauſed: 
her to remove from the Caſtle of Sichhort, and come 
within a few Miles of London, where he every day 
indulged his Paſſion with her Converſation; and theſe 
frequent Interviews gave Birth to a ſecond Prince named 
EvwWaARD. 


I T was about this time, that the Letter of the un +» 


fortunate ExuELGIVE, rekindled inthe Heart of ETHytt- 


BED all the Paſſion he once had for her; and that the 
| generous 
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enerous E uA took that Opportunity of his Tenderneſs 
or the Mother, to revive in him all he formerly had 
borne the Son. Her Pleas cou'd not but be forcible to 
a Heart already half diſſolved, and which felt all the 
Reaſons ſhe cou'd urge before ſhe ſpoke them. He ſeemed 
however to yield to her Perſuaſions, what his own Incl1- 
nations wou'd not ſuffer him to deny : the Pity he had for 
the Deſtiny of Ex uELOIVE, the Love he now had for 
her, dead as ſhe was, and the Shame for his pait Con- 
duct, re-inſpiring him with all the Virtues of his Youth, 
He thanked the Queen for contributing to ſo good a 
Work; and to ſhew how deeply he was touched wich 
her Remonſtrances, ordered his Son ſhould. be brought 
that moment into his Preſence. 
EDMUND, who fince the Declaration. of his 
Marriage, had never been permitted to ſec his Father's 


Face, and in the middle of the Court lived as an Exile, 


was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at this Command ; he knew not 
to what Motive to attribute it, and felt in himſelf ſome 
Repugnance to obey, but as he had ever been. been a 


a ſtrict Obſerver of his Duty, in all things in his power, 


he overcame all that ſeemed to oppoſe it, and went to the 
Cabinet where the King then was, with a mind which 
had little in it of Tranquillity. 

THE Preſence of the Queen, and the Contentment 
that appear'd in her Countenance, baniſhed part of his 
Fears; and the King no ſooner ſaw him enter, than 
ſtretching out his Arms, My Son, ſaid he, receive the 
Pardon of your Fault, and the Recompence of your 
Virtues. The Prince, who, on the firſt Words of E- 
THELRED, had thrown himſelf at his Feet, received 
theſe Careſſes ſo little expected, with a Tranſport of 
Joy, which eaſily made known to the King how very 
previous to him was this Return of his Affection. 

EDMUN D, reſumed he, the Queen to whom both 
you and I have the ſtrongeſt Obligations, has confert'd 
a greater yet, in permitting me to avow, I have too 
much loved your Mother, not to regard with the ex- 
tremeſt Tenderneſs the firſt Son ſhe bleſs'd me with 


I have been guilty of great Injuſtices to her; but I 
| would 


IT 


—_ — — 


Z WP yk 


— — 


— 9 J 

wou'd repair then to you: and it was with that In- 
tention 1 oppoted the Engagements you had made with 
A. G14 My chief hopes were founded on your 
Har pines; I bad formed for you great things in my 
Ima;,iration, but your Marriage has deſtroyed them 
21... — I am ſenſible, however, that a virtuous 
Prince cannot abandon a Woman he has found worthy 
to receive his Vows, by whom he is beloved, and by a 
happy Fertility has-given a double Cement to the Bonds 
of Hymen. 

THESE Conſiderations, -my Son, have diſſipated 
my Rage, and reſtores to you your Father.—Take a- 
gain the place you have held in my Heart, and in my 
Power, and which I find you are ſo worthy of; and hence- 
forward let a perfect Union among the Royal Family 
contribute to diſappoint the Deſigns of our Enemies, as 
much as the Force of our Arms. 

AH Sir, cry'd the Prince, embracing his Knees, by 
what Actions can I ever make your Majeſty a Repara- 
tion for having offended you, or merit this tender Re- 
turn of your Affection! How happy have you 
made me ! All my Blood, and the whole Services 
of my future Life, are too mean an Offering for the re- 
cover'd Bleſſing of your Favour. 

THIS Converſation was fo truly touching, that 
the Queen cou'd not withhold her Tears; and ETHE Le 
RED, in ſpight of his Dignity, and the Gravity he 
wou'd have aſſumed on this occaſion, cou'd not reſtrain 
ſome Drops falling from his Eyes. When the firſt E- 
motions of Tenderneſs and Joy were a little over, the 
King permitted the Prince to pay his Acknowledg- 
ments to the Queen; and theſe three auguſt Perſons 
teſtify'd all that cou'd. be inſpired by Nature, Friendſhip, 
and Eſteem. 

THE King of Eng/and adjudging, that Prince Ep- 
MUND was impatient to carry this News to ALG1THAa, 
ſhortned this Entertainment to give him that Satis- 
faction: My dear Son, ſaid he, you have given me too 
many Proofs of your Paſſion, not to make you know 
you wou'd gladly make the Princeſs a Sharer in your 
Contentment. —1 will, therefore, no longer de- 

(ain 
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tain you from that Pleaſure, Go, and be your- 
ſelf the Bearer of an Order ſo different from the former 
Go, and tell her, my Commands are, that you ſhall 
always love each other with a Tenderneſs as ſincere, as 
you ſhall find my Endeavours for the common Happineſs 
of you both. 

IF it were poſſible for me to retract, in an authentic 
manner, what I have done againſt your Marriage, I 
wou'd not defer it one Moment but it is not a proper 
Seaſon, our preſent Troubles will not now permit it, — 
England is too much menaced by the Approaches of our 
cruel Enemies, the Danes, to give us Icave to think of 
any other Aſtairs than the repulſing them they will 
give you an occaſion to acquire freſh Laurels ; and, under 
the Covert of them, I ſhall, without ſhame, ratify your 
Marriage, and make the whole Kingdom approve of it. 
Receive, continued he, my Royal Word for the Perfor- 
mance of this, and, in the mean time, enjoy, without 
fear, and without inquietude, the Sweets of an Union, 
to which I ſhall henceforward be far from putting any 
Obſtacle. | 

PRINCE Epuuxp aſecond time threw himſelfat 
the feet of the King his Father, to thank his Goodneſs ; 
and as he thought himſelf perfectly happy in having gai- 
ned ſo much, attempted nct to exact more; and as he 
had permiſſion to depart, haſted to his dear AuG, 
with a Tranſport worthy of his Love. 

T H IS Princeſs ſeeing him arrive with a Satisfaction in 
his Countenance, which for a long time had been a Stran- 

er there, received him with a vaſt deal of Joy, tho' infinite- 
55 ſhort of what ſhe conceived, when he had acquainted her 
with the Motive. 

HOW great ſoever are the Pleaſures ſecret Love 
afords, they are accompanied with equal Inquietudes ' 
Nothing is more alarming to a Mind truly wiſe and 
modeſt, than to be forced to conceal as Crimes thoſe 
Actions which are really Vertucs! And tho' ALG 
might ſatisfy herſelf in the Indulgence of her Paſſion, 
by the Conſciouſneſs it was authorized by Ties the 
moſt legitimate; yet was it not without the utmo!! 
Regret, that ſhe conſidered thoſe innocent Endear- 
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ments, if diſcover'd, wou'd be looked upon as ſc many 
Violations of her Honour. 

SUCH being the Situation of this Princeſs, when 
the King's Conſent gave her entire Liberty to follow 
the Dictates of her Inclination, and openly to avow 
her Tenderneſs for the charming Prince, ſhe cou'd 
not but be inſpired with Raptures ſuitable to the occa- 
ſion. The Han and Perſon of her dear Prince, {ecured 
to her for ever! Her Glory re-eſtabliſhed !-— 
The future Fortune of her Children ſettled ! 
All that was neceflary for her Repole ! All the Ad- 
vantages ſhe cou'd wiſh or hope confirmed ; was ſuch 
a Protuſion of Happineſs, as for ſome moments ſhe 
cou'd not bring herſelf to believe; and Prince ED MUND 
was oblig'd to repeat the joyful Tidings over and over, 
and join Proteſtations to his Words, before ſhe cou'd 
fully aſſure herſelf of the Reality of the promiſed Blel- 
ungs. 

Fur how little am I able to figure out the Exceſs 
of her Tranſports, when convinced of the Truth! 
Her Soul was all diſſolved in Tenderneſs and Joy, Tears 
tiowed in abundance from her Eyes, wnile her Lips 
poured forth Thanks to Heaven, and the gracious 
ETUELRED. One moment ſhe ſnatch'd her dear 
Huſband to her Breaſt, and preſſing him ardently, ſaid 
a thouſand ſoft obliging things; the next, as if over- 
con.e with Extaſy, the lifted up her Hands and Eyes, 
and by a Silence, more eloquent than any Words cou'd 
be, expreſs'd the Emotions of her Heartr. Infinite in- 
deed were the Reaſons ihe had to be ſatisfied; yet were 
the Effects more ſo all that can be imagined of 
wild Delight— intolerable Joy appeared in all 
ſhe ſaid and did; and it was not without ſome dif- 
hculty, that the Prince of Eng/and fearing ſuch violent 
Agitations would be prejudicial to her Health, brought 
her at laſt to reflect with more Calmneſs. 

THEY paſſed three Days together in an uncon- 
ceivable Satisfaction; in which time ALG uA wrote 
to the King and Queen. Her Lettter to EAHELRED was 
fall of Rejpe&t, Love, and Majeſty: and that to EMA 


A, 
ot 


- "A 
—_— * 


(72) 
of Gratitude, and Proteſtations of the moſt zealous and 
tender Regard. 

IF ETHELRED was not before won over entirely to 
their Party, theſe Letters compleated the Conqueſt of 
his Heart; and it is not to be doubted, but he would 
have paſſed all Conſiderations to have rendered them 
entirely happy, if News had not juſt then arrived of too 
alarming a nature, not to take up all his Soul. 

CANUTE, the young King of Denmark, had forc'd 
the Fortifications made by ETHELRED in the North, to 
prevent his landing, had routed the Troops placed for 
the Deſence of that part of the Kingdom, and was 
marching at the head of ſeventy theuſand Men towards 
the Metropolis. Duty, Intereſt, and Glory now obli- 
ged Prince ED Muuxp to quit once more his dear AL- 
G1THA, Who cou'd not take her Farewell of him with- 
out a Torrent of Tears; but as ſhe knew the Neceſſity, 
and had a Courage ſuperior to her Sex, ſhe gave no 0- 
ther Tokens of her Weakneſs ; and tho' their parting 
was extremely moving, yet, as it was occaſioned only by 
their common Good, they conform'd to it without mur- 
muring. 

TH E King of England having called together a 
ſufficient Number of Forces, went to the Reliet of his 
Provinces, and came by ſpeedy Marches very near the 
Danes. It was the Opinion of Prince Epmunp, and 
ſeveral other great Generals, that it was better to harrafs 
the Army of their Enemies, by:frequent Skirmiſhes, and 
inventing Stratagems, to get them into a more moun- 
tainous and rocky Part of the Country, than to come 
to a deciſive Action; but ETHEL& Eb would not liſten 
to this Advice, and the two Armies being ſoon after in 
fight of each other, and equally animated by a Deſire 
of Victory aud Revenge, met with the utmoſt Fury; 
and tho* Enz/and had frequently ſeen the Earth dyed 
with the Blood of her braveit Men, yet never was there 
a more cruel Battle fought than this. The Victory 
was a long time doubtful ; but on the Cloſe of Day, 
in ſpite of the Valour of the Father and Son, the Danes 
were Maſters ofthe' Field; and all that ETHELREDd cou'd 
do after this Misfortune, was to garriſon ſome of his 
ſtronge.} 
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ſtrongeſt Places, and to return to London with preci- 
pitation. 

THIS unfortunate Monarch, ſtruck to the Heart 
with this laſt Defeat, purſued by the Image of ETYUEL- 
GIVE, Whoſe Life and Death was always preſent to his 
Memory, and quite preſs'd down with Remorſe and 
Grief, was ſeiz'd, at his Return, with a violent Fe- 
ver, of which he died, in the Capital of his King- 
dom, towards the End of the Year 1016, without 
ſettling the Order of Succeſſion. He had two Sons 
by QueenEmma,AuikREDandEpw a kD; but their Vouth, 
and the Confuſion of the 'Vimes, would not permit her 
to attempt any thing in favour of their Pretenſions to 
the Crown: So that the Eſteem ſhe had for Prince 
EDMUND, and the Knowledge ſhe had, how perfectly 
worthy he was to be a King, made her gladly aſſent to 
the Voice of the whole People, that he ſhould reign ; 
and he was accordingly proclaimed, and, ſoon after, 
crowned in the Abbey of Veſiminſter, with the uſual 
Ceremonies, and more than ordinary Acclamations. 

THIS young Monarch was no ſooner ſeated on the 
Throne, than he re-eſtabliſhed his Army, and called the 
be zutiful AL iTHA and his two Children to Court. 
The Arrival of this Princeſs, made the publick Calami- 
ty a While forgot. The whole Court were charmed 
with her Perſon, and Behaviour; and, throughout the 
Kingdom, the Name of ALGiTH a was never mentioned 
witnout Admiration. Queen Emma was linked with 
ner in the moſt tender Amity ; and the King, who 
was beit acquainted with her Merit, and the great 
Knowledge ſhe had in the moſt intricate Points of Poli- 
cy. always conſulted her in any Affair of Importance; 
taking her Advice, above all others, in every thing that 
concerned the State, either foreign, or domeſtic, and 
mm had any Occaſion to repent him of his Confi- 
ence. 


THE Danes, however, made the beſt uſe of their 


late Victory, and advanced, with all poſſible Speed, to- 


wards London. This capital City of the Kingdom, fur- 
niſned the new Monarch with very conſiderable Sums, 
ſoon put a+ in a very good Poſture 
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of Deſence; but avoiding the Miſtake of ET ELN ED, he | 
forbore giving them any ſet Battle, for the Space of a | 
whole Year, by a continual Movement of his Forces, |: 
drawing them from place to place, and deſtroy ing Fo þ 
rage, and all manner of Proviſions, wherever they muſt 


paſs ; till they were ſo haraſſed and fatigued, that they þ 


muit per force have quitted the Kingdom entirely, 

had it not been written in the Book of Fate, that the 

Children of ETHELG1ve ſhould, like their unhappy | 

Mother, enjoy Felicity but for a ſhort Duration, | 
WHILE the Eng/þ Army was employed in theſe 

military Traverſes againſt CaxnuTE,QueenE mm aſecm'd 

buried in ſo profound a Sadneis, that the King was ſtrange- 

ly ſurprized at it. He thought, at firit, that the Death of 

ETHELGIVE had been the Caule ; but, as he was not ig- 

norant, that ſhe never had any great Paſſion for him, 

and that it was to her Duty and her Virtue alone, the 

Regularity of her Conduct had been owing ; he was 

aſtoniſhed, that the Deference he paid her, the Reſpect 

1 he cauſed her to be treated with, and the ſtrict Friend- 

it ſhip between her and ALG1T# a,ſhould give no Truce toe 

Grief, it ſeem'd, to him, ſhe had ſo little Occaſion for. 

But, as Women frequently make no icruple of revcal- 


18 ing to each other, what they hide with the utmoſt Cau- © 

| tion from thoſe of the other Sex, he flattered himſelf, þ 

I. the Queen, his Wife, might unfold the Myſtery of Þ 
Hy a Melancholy, ſo alarming to him and the whole Court. 

To this end, he omitted nothing that might induce her ® { 

to betray the Secret, he imagined, was repoſed in her; 1 5 

but, ſo far from anſwering his Expectations, ſhe aſſured g 

him, ſhe was no leſs amazed than he had been, and that J 

ſhe had made many Efforts to penetrate into the Source of | 5 

the Queen's Diſquiets, but never could be able to do it. | „ 


She told him alſo, that ſhe had frequently ſeen Tears 
. guſh from her Eyes, and Sighs iſſue from her Breaſt, 
bY with ſuch Rapidity, as teſtified the Force with which 
if | they burſt thro' all Reſtraint, and had a Source too 

weighty for Redreſs. She added, that ſhe had oſten 
ö reſſed her to disburden, aſſuring her of an eternal Se- 
| crecy, but had never obtained any Anſwers from her, 
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and ſerved to convince her the more, that what ſhe la- 
boured under, was not only irremediable, but allo im- 
proper to be diſcovered. 
3 HIS Diicourie of ALGiT 1 a determined Enarv tp 
in his Reſolution, of finding out the Motives of the 
Queen's Complaint : ne Obligations he had to her, had 
mace him always regard her as his Mother; and he 
thought it a Blemich to his Honour, that ſhe ſhould 
have any Cauſe of Diicontent, in a Place where he was 
Maiter. Full ci this Idea, he beniſhed all tc ſe Scruples 
from his Brcatt, which had hitherio kept him from 
talking to her in inch a Manner, as ſhould not leave 
her the Power cf rctufing what he asked, and went 
directly to her Apartment. The perfect Freedom that 
reigned among the Royal Family, aboliſhed all thoſe 
Ceremonies Which are o much uſed by the Great; 
they frequently ran into each other's moit private 
Chambers, taree or four times a-day; and it was 
a ens 04 among them, that 
MU! into the Cloſet of the fair Dow- 
ager, without der being the leaſt appriſed of his Viſi: 
She was alone, ſitting in an eaſy Chair, leaning her El- 
bow on a Fable, and her Head on one IIand with = 
Handkerchict in it, while with the other the held alittle 
Picture, which ſhe contemplated with ſuch Attention 
that the heard not the Noiſe the King made in enterin : 
| Epmu p looked on her for ſome Moments, N 
ee but, advancing his Head to look on the 
icture, was ſeized with a mingled M exation, and A- 
noniſtpment, to knd it was that of his meſt mortal 
znemy, CaxNuTE King of Denmark. He could not 
now reſtrain himſelf from ſending forth a loud Cr 
which ratied Emma from her Reſvery, and makin — 
ſee who was the Witneſs of her Speculations 4 ſo 
cruel a Shock to the Modeſty of her Soul that ; vin 
a great Shrick. ſhe dropt the Pidture;; and ; — * 
fame time, a Torrent of Tears poured down her 
Checks. The King was extremely touched, to ſee her 
in this State; but, willing to aflure himſelf of what he 
but too truly conj<Etured, he tock up the Picture, and 
N it near her on the Table, I ask your pardon 
ladam, ſaid be, for having been che Cauſe of ſo vio- 
E 2 lent 


6 
lent a Tumult in your Mind; I was ſurprized, T muſt 
confeſs, at the Sight of this Picture it brings 
to my Imagination, thoſe dreadful Objects, which not 
all the Reſpect I have for you, can ever make me for- 
get I ſee there the Features of a Prince, who 
has twice made deſolate my Family and Kingdom — 
a Prince, whoſe greateſt Pleaſure is the Blood of my 
People a Prince who vanquiſhed and dethroned 
my Father, who endeavours to rend from me the Em- 
pire, with my Life; and, continued he, who, in ſpite of 
the Injuries he has done us, and ſtill would do, has found 
the way to your Heart, to make you burn in ſe- 
cret for him, and to engage your Prayers, and good 
Wiſhes, while Jam endeavouring to ſacrifice him to my 
People, to my Glory, and to the Manes of my Father. 

S EE Madam! added he, after a Pauſe, to what a 
dreadful Situation you have reduced the unhappy Ep- 
MUND ; you have done for me every tender Office of a 
Mother; 1 have obeyed, honoured, and loved you as 2 
Son; but, if I now follow inviolably the Laws ſo dear 
a Name exacts from me, I muſt renoue my Throne, 
my Fame, and Life, into the Hands of my moſt cruel 
Foe; and, if I liſten, as I ought, to my Glory, to 
what is owing to my Birth, and the Revenge of a dead 
Father, to the Preſervation of a whole Kingdom, and 
my proper Right, in purſuing CanuTE, with the In- 
veteracy he merits from me, in attacking his Life, I 
attack yours alſo ; and in piercing his Heart, give yours 
a mortal Wound Every Victory I ſhail gain 
over him, will be ſo many Crimes againſt you If 
J diſpute with him, for Life and Dominion, I become 
ungrateful to you; and if I yield to him, I am unwor- 
thy of living or of reigning. Oh ! Madam, 
think think 
- HERE the Agitations of his Mind grew too violent, 
to ſuffer him to proceed; and the Queen, who was, at 
leaſt, equally diſturbed, not having the Power of reply- 
ing to what he had been ſaying, they remained, for 
ſome time, in a profound Silence. Atlength, the King, 

overcoming his Diſorders, reſumed his Diſcourſe, in 
theſe Terms. 
AH 
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AH Madam! cried he, taking hold of both her Hands, 
relieve me from this terrible Dilemma : ask 
not that you ſhould ceaſe to love; I know, by Experi- 
ence, how little we are able to get the Xlaſtery of that 
Paſſion ; but, Oh ! for pity, ſay ſomething that may 
help to clear my Underſtanding, quite dimm'd and 
clouded by theſe dreadful Ideas; point me the Means 
to unite my Glory to your Love, and be my Mother 
{till. 

KING Epmvuxp pronounced theſe Words with an 
Action ſo paſhonate, and ſubmiſſive withal, that the 
Queen, who had a little recovered herſelf, was touched 
with them in the moſt {eniible Manner; and, perceiving 
it would be to little purpoſe to go about to diſguiſe a 
Flame, which her Imprudence had made maniteit,. at- 
ter _— dry'd up her Tears, as much as poſhble, 
Yes, my Lord, ſaid ſbe, you are my Son; my Pity in 
your Infancy, and Admiration of your Virtues in Ma- 
turity, made me conſider you as ſuch, nor ſhall any 
thing be ever capable of making me leſſen that Affecti- 
on which Mothers feel for their own Offsprin 
whatever Sentiments have, of late, unhappily poſleſs'd 

me, they cannot tranſport me beyond what I owe to 
you, and to myſelf Think not that I deceive 
you, or that a falſe Wiſdom deceives me I am 
guilty, and innocent at the ſame time guilty, in 
not having been able to defend myſelf from a miſplaced 
tenderneſs ; and innocent, in keeping it a Secret from 
the whole World, and reſolving to do ſo for ever —— 
acknowledge, that I love with Paſſion, yet ſhall not 
that Love drive me to commit any thing to merit 
your Roproaches — My Wickedneſs has triumphed 
over my Virtue, in making me love CaxnuTE; but my 
Virtue knows how to triumph in its turn, over all 
that would attack your Intereſt and your Glory 
| love CANUTE, as King of Denmark, but I deteſt him 
as the Ulurper of England; — and, io far from wiſh- 
ing him to be a Conqueror, I deſire nothing mere 
nan to have bim driven out of your Territorie 
The Fame he has acquired by his Victories here, the 
Laurels with which he is covered, has, perhaps, con- 
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tributed to the fatal Inclination I have for him — Fol- 
low him, my Lord | purſue him to the utmoſt Bounds 
of your Dominions Chaſe him, with ſhame, to 
hide his Head in Dermark - Deprive him of all 
Hope of any future Invaſion Do all againſt him, 
that Intereſt, Honour, Fame, and Vengeance, can in- 
ſpire inſtead of being ungrateful to me, you will 
20 a great way to reſtore me to my Peace, and, in the 
room of killing, give me bettcr Life. 

THO' this beautiful Queen really thought as ſhe 
Tpoke, and Enmund knew ſhe had too much Greatneſs 
of Soul, to do any thing unworthy of her, or unkind to 
Anim; yet the heavy Melancholy that ſhewed itſelf thro” 
all her Air, and the Tenderneſs which, in ſpite of her 
Efforts, languiſned in her Eyes, on every Mention of 
the King of Denmark, made him eaſily judge how dear 
zuch Reiolutions muſt colt her; he lamented her Fate, 
and his own, in being obliged to treat, as his moſt 
cruel Enemy, the only Man whom this Princeſs 
thought worthy of. his Love, and whom he ſhould 
have loved bimſelf, had it been any other than Ca- 
NUTE. 

HE could not reflect on this Turn of Fate, but as 
the greateſt of his Misfortunes ; however, that he might 
not augment the Queen's Grief, he feigned to be con- 
tent with the Reſolutions ker Virtue had made her take; 
and ſo well knew how to make the beſt Advantage of 
her Confidence, that, by degrees, he drew from her 
the whole Secret of her unhappy Paſſion. 

SHE conſeſs'd to him, that her Heart had been ſen- 
Able of the Perfections of CAN UTE, even while ET HEI. 
RED was living: That his Picture falling into her Hands, 
with other Jewels, taken after one of thoſe Battles, in 
which ETHELRED had been victorious, it had betrayed 
Her Heart to a ſecret Liking, as it had now the Se- 
cret of her Liking ——- — that imagining it no pre- 
judice to her Virtue, to look upon a Picture, ſhe had 
indulg'd the Pleaſure of contemplating it, *ti!l at laſt ſhe 
grew unable to take pleaſure in any other Entertain- 
ment; but that, when ſhe found the Effect it had 
wrought on her, Virtue and Duty got the mu of 
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Inclination, and ſhe threw it by with a firm Reſolu- 


tion, to truſt the Danger of it no farther. The Death 
of ETAELRED, ſoon after leaving her Miſtreſs of her- 
ſelf, her former Fires re-kindled in her Soul, and hav- 
ing the Curioſity to enquire, if the Mind of CaxUTE 
correſponded in any meaſure with his Phyhognomy, 
the Aniwers made to her on that Occaſion ſerved to con- 
firm a Paſſion, which before had taken but too deep 
a Root; and ſhe became inſenſibly devoted all to Love 
She proteſted, however, with the greateſt Sincerity, 
that the Reflection, how greatly England had ſuffered. 
by his Invaſions, and the Dangers to which EpmuNnD 
was continually expoſed, thro' his means, gave her 
moſt terrible Inquietudes, and occaſioned the bittereſt 
Conflicts in her Breaſt, between her Friendſhip for the 
one, and Paſſion for the other. This, ſaid the, your 
Majeſty may eaſily believe from the Exceſs of Me- 
lancholy, in which I have been involved ; and you 
may allo believe, added ſhe, that I will rather die than 
entertain the leaſt Thought contrary to what is owing 
from me to the State, to you, and to my own Glory. 
THIS Recital confirmed EpmunD in Sentiments 
which were no way pleaſing to him: He knew by 
himſelf, that Love, when oppoſed, becomes but the 
more violent ; and the Conſequences of that which 
EMMa was poſſeſſed of, made him tremble: For, tho” 
he knew ſhe was incapable of 'T reaſon, yet he could not 
kinder himſelf from Karl it would contribute ſome 
Cay to the Loſs of the Kingdom, But he let fall no- 
thing before her, which could give her room to gueſs 
what Apprehenſions they were that troubled him; 
and having done the beſt he could to conſole her, and 
aſlured her of an inviolable Secrecy, took his leave 
impatient to acquaint his dear ALG1ITHA, and conſult 
with her on means to prevent the Misfortunes, which 
he 771 were threatned by the Queen's Paſſion. 
THE young Queen was extremely ſurprized at the 
Detail her Husband made to her of this Adventure; 
but as Women, of how great Genius ſoever, ſee not ſo 
lar as Men in Matters of Government, ſhe thought the 
wing had no reaſon to be ſo much alarmed at a thing 
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which, according to her Idea, might prove a very 
favourable Accident. 

HOWEVER, bethinking her what was beſt to 
do, and having a very ready Wit, ſhe adviſed the King 
to get ſome proper Perſon to inſpire Ca x uE, if poſ- 
ible, with the ſame Sentiments as EMMA. She remind- 
ed him, that if ſuch a Marriage could be brought 
about, it might fix the Happineſs of both Kingdoms 
by a laſting Peace ; and, ſaid ſhe, I can find nothing 
improbable in ſuch a hope : 'The King of Denmark 1s 
young, and by conſequence ſuſceptible of Paſſion : 
QueenEMMa is no more than twenty-four, and allowed 
to be one of the moſt beautiful Princeſſes in Europe —— 
there is all the appearance in the World, that he will 
not be inſenſible of ſo many Charms the greateſt 
Difficulty confiſts in the Choice of one capable of 
carrying on an Affair of ſo much Importance; one 
whoſe Fidelity is proof againſt all manner of Temp- 
tations, and whoſe Wit and Addreſs know how to con- 
duct it without ſeeming to be intereſted in it. When a- 
mong the Princes of your Court, purſued ſhe, you 
have found one thus qualified, I dare anſwer. far the 
Succeſs of the Deſign. But while this is carrying on, 
I would have your Majeſty redouble your Efforts for 
expelling the Daniſh Forces out of your Kingdom, 
and continue all manner of Hoſtilities, to the end no- 
thing may be ſuſpected; and in caſe our Endeavours 
ſhould fail on one ſide, nothing ſhould be hazarded on 
the other. 

THIS Counſel appeared ſo good, that the King of 
England heſitated not a Moment, if he ſhould put it 
in practice; but it was agreed between them, that 
Queen Emma ſhould be kept ignorant of the Deſign, 
leſt ſhe ſhould flatter herſelf with falſe Hopes, and the 
Conſequence grow ſtill worſe. EpmunpD being now 
determined, caſt in his Mind by what means he could 
beſt execute his Project: Many Stratagems he inven- 
ted; but finding ſome Impediment to them all, he re- 
vealed the whole Affair to Prince Al DRI, who, he 
knew, held a Correſpondence with ſeveral great Men 
about CaxnuTE, and whoſe Zeal and Friendſhip for — 
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had been manifeſted in the time cf his Marrriage with 
ALGITHA, being kept a Secret. 

THIS illuttrious Favourite was charmed above 
meaſure, with the Confidence his Royal Maiter repoſed 
in him; and the more ſo, becauſe he thought it more 
in his power than any other Prince about Court to 
ſerve him on this occaſion : He had a very great In- 
timacy with Count Raoul D'As TING, a young Noble- 
man of Denmark; who, from his Infancy, had been 
brought up with CanuTE, and was extremely beloved 
by him. During all theſe Wars between the two 
Nations, ALDR1c and he had conſtantly wrote to each 
other; but as they both were perfectly faithful to 
their Sovereigns, nothing paſt between them any way 
prejudicial to their reſpective Countries, their Letters 
turning for the moſt part on Love and Gallantry; and 
if they were filled up with News of any kind, it was 
only who had the Happineſs to pleaſe ſuch a Lady, or 
who had been falſe to ſuch a one. 

THE King of Ergl/and had often taken pleaſure in 
reading chele Letters, and would rally ALpric on his 
Friendlhip for RaouL, calling him the loving Enemy; 
and it ſeemed exceeding probable, that CA NU E, with 
whom the Count was no leſs free, than ALDRIC 
had the Honour of being with King Epwmunp, alſo 
read what was ſent to his Favourite from England: 
And it was this Suppoſition that gave birth to a Con- 
trivance, which carried with it a greater Promiſe of 
Succeſs than any had before been thought on. 

MV Lord, faid AL DRI, your Majeſty may perceive, 
the Count makes no Secret to me of his Gallantries ; 
he is 333 on the Subject of Love, and writes very 
learnedly on the Pains and Pleaſures of that Paſſic n. 
In my Anſwers, I have farther entertained him with 
the Amours of others than myſelf; and, as I never have 
confelt a Tenderneſs, he imagines me either more in- 
ſenſible, or more diſcreet than himſelf, But, to which- 
ever of theſe Motives my Silence, on that head, is 
owing, he tells me, I am equally worthy of Reproach ; 
becauſe, ſays he, not to be ſuſceptible of the Power of 
Beauty, is to be incapable 1 every thing a Man of Ho- 
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nour ſhould be proud of; and to maintain a Relerve to 
him, who freely lays open his Soul to you, is to be un- 
grateful and unjuſt to the Laws of Friendſhip, which 
demand Secret for Secret. Thus, every way, he renders 
me a guilty Perſon. 

NOW, my Lord, continued he, I will take this 
Opportunity of putting a falſe Confidence in him, and 
acknowledging, that there are Charms in Woman-kind, 
worthy cf enflaving me. Send him the Picture of 
Queen Euua, as of the Lady who has made a Convert 
of me, I icarce doubt, but he will ſhew both that and 
the Letter to tne King of Denman; and, accordingly, 
as the thing ſucceeds, we ſhall know how to proceed. 
Should the Portraiture of that admirable Princeſs make 
the Impreſſion we wiſh, on the Heart of CanurTe, it 
will be caſy to undeceive RaouL; but if that Prince 
fhould remain inſenſible of her Perfections, there will 
be no need to controvert the Error of his Favourite. 

THIS little Plot pleaſed the King ſo well, that he 
deſired no Time might be loſt; and that nothing might 
be wanting, he gave him a little Picture of the Queen 
Dowager, which had been drawn by a moſt excellent 
Hand, and was her perfect Reſemblance. ALpric 
thus furniſhed with the principal Material for his Deſign, 
went immediately about the Execution of it, in the 
fame manner, as he had told the King. 

WHILE EpmvunD and his Confidant were thus em- 
ploy'd, Queen EMMA finding herſelf much eaſter, ſince 
the Confeſſion ſhe had made to the King, and that the 
Subject uf her Fear was, indeed, that of her Conſolation, 
rendered an exact Account of all the Sentiments of her 
Soul to ALGITHs, thinking it a little unjuſt to deprive 
her of the Knowledge of a Secret the had imparted to 
her Husband. 

THIS Mark of Friendſhip from the beautiful Dow- 
ager, perſuaded the Queen of the Innocence of her In- 
tentions ; and, as ſhe proteſted ſhe would omit nothing 
which might aſſiſt her to expel the Idea of Ca x TE, 
from her Breaſt, ſhe was not without Hope, that her 
Endeavours would ſucceed. She ſtrengthened her in 
this Reſolve, by all the Arguments ſhe was able to al- 
ledge, mingling with her. Remonſtrances, the moſt 
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tender Aſſurances of the Part ſhe took in her Diſquiets 
King EprunD joined his own Efforts, with thoſe of 
his Wife, to alleviate her Melancholy ; and ſhe was too 
ſenſible of the daily Proofs they gave her, of the moſt 
diſintereſted Friendſhip, not to endeavour, at leaſt, to 
ſeem more chearful in their preſence, 

THE Dani/þ Count no ſooner received the Pacquet 
from Prince Ab D RIC, than he went to the Tent of Ca- 
XUTE, in order to open it before him; this being a 
Mark of Deference, which both the Favourires paid 
their Monarchs, to prevent all Suſpicions, that any thing 
paſſed in this Intercourſe of Letters, to the Prejudice 
of the State. 

SOME Officers of the Army being with the King 
of Denmark, when ROI entered, he was obliged to 
poſtpone the Satisfaction of his Curioſity, till their De- 
parture; but, as ſoon as they were alone together, the 
Ceunt haſtily broke the Seal, and found the Picture, 
and theſe Words. 


Prince ALDRIC, to the Count D' As T ING. 


Join with you, that nothing teſtifies a rude un- 
66 poliſhed Mind, ſo much as to be inleniible of 
Beauty; and am ſo much piqued at your believing me 
*« capab'e of it, that I have reſolved to break thro? all 
« Confiderations to prove the contrary. - Examire 
«« well the Picture I now ſend you, and judge if it be poſ- 


© * Y Oo 
<« fible to retain an Indifference at the Signt of an Ob- 
« jet ſo enchanting — — But tho' the Painter has 


« very much ſhewn his Skill, yet, were you to behold 
the Original, you wou'd perceive how infinitely Na- 
„ture tranicends Art there are a thouſand inex- 
preſſible Graces in the Life, which Sculpture cannot 
figure out, nor Imagination, without ſeeing them, 
*« conceive Do me the Favour to let me know 
how you approve my Choice, when you return the 
Picture; which, were I not aſſured your Heart was 
already prepoſſeſt, I ſhould not have truſted to your 
Eyes, fearing to have made a Riya! of the dearelt of 
« my Friends. ALDRIO, 
T. H 
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THE King of Denmark liſten'd attentively to the 
Contents of this Letter, while his Eyes were buſy in 
examining the beautiful Picture; which, after RaovL 
had left off reading, he continued to gaze on, with 
ſuch Tokens of Admiration in his Countenance, as 
made that Favourite judge, that Prince ALDRic had. 
created a Rival much more dangerous than himſelf ; 
and, by way of Prevention, to what he looked upon as 
ſo great a Misfortune to his Friend, he told CanuTE, 
whom he knew violent in his Nature, and capable of 
enterprizing any thing for the Gratification of his Hu- 
mour, that Prince ALpR1c was the moſt gay and 
whimfical Perſon in the World, and that he believed he 
had ſent him the Picture of ſome Lady, perhaps, of his 
own Family, long ſince dead; or elſe, that it was only. 
a Reſemblance of ſomething imprinted in the Painter's 
Imagination, rather than the real Likeneſs of any Wo- 
man, by which he imagined to baMe the Ridicule he 
had long made on his Inſenſibility. 

THE King could not forbear laughing at this Sup- 
poſition of the Count's ; and after having pauſed a little, 
Ard why, ſaid he, may it not as well be the true 
Reſemblance of ſome Charmer in the Engliſb Court > 
You know, this Ifland has always been as fa- 
mous for the Beauty of the Women, as for the Valour 
and Generoſity of the Men. For my part, I am re- 
ſolved to believe, becauſe it pleaſes me to do ſo, that 
there is a Face in the World, Miltreſs of the ſame Di- 
vine Attractions that this Painting promiſes ; and if 
you would deſerve the Confidence I always have placed 
in you, inform your ſelf of the Name and Quality of 
this inchanting Unknown: My Heart takes a more 
than ordinary Intereſt in her Fate, and I muſt know 
the Truth, Oblige your Friend, therefore, to 
ſatisfy my Curioſity, and let him know, you never will 
return the Picture, till my Demands are fully ſatisfied. 

T HE Count D'AsT1xG was ſtrangely perplexed how 
to behave in this Aﬀair ; he thought it was the utmoſt 
Breach of Friendſhip, not to return Prince AL DRINe his 
Picture, without exacting a Price from him, which 
he, perhaps, might conſider too dear, He communi.” 
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cated the Cauſe of his Diſquiets to the King, and con- 
jured him, not to turn into Gallantry, what might 
poſſibly be an Affair of the greateſt Importance to his 
Friend; but CaxuTs, who, with many good Qualities, 
had an adequate Share of Faults, and who imagined, 
that to the Name of Monarch every thing was per- 
mitted, anſwered him ficrcely, that he was reſulved to 
keep the Peace, that the Happineſs of his future Life 
depended on the Knowledge of the Original, and that 
he expected to be gratify'd by his means. It was in vain, 
that the Count ailedged a thouſand Arguments to the 
contrary ; the impatient King was not to be prevail- 
ed upon: and all he could obtain from him, was his 
leave to acquaint Prince Alo R Ie with the true Reaſons 
that his Picture was not ſent back. 
RAOUL was, however, obliged to content himſelf 
with this Condeſcenſion, and immediately wrote an An- 
{wer to the Prince, in theſe Terms: 


- 


RAOUL D'AsTinG, to Prince ALDRIC, 


cc Now wiſh, the Inſenſibility I have ſo often taken 
"y the liberty to reproach you with, were really 
© true; to the end, you might ſupport the Loſs of 
* your Picture with leſs Pain; I ſay, the Loſs of it, 
«. for I fear it is in hands whence it will not eaſily be 
© recovered. The ſupreme Authority has 
« made a Seizure of it, and teſtifies ſuch an Impati- 
* ence to know the beautiful Original, as convinces 
„ me, you are not the only Perſon on whom her 
Charms have made an Impreſſion His 
„ Majeſty has commanded me to ule my utmoſt Ef- 
«« forts, for the Diſcovery of the Name and Condition 
of this Object of his, and your Admiration Sa- 
« tisfy my enquiry, if your Heart will permit you 
to do ſo; and pardon the enforced Neceflity I 
* am under, of breaking thro' the Laws of Friend- 
«« ſhip, to fulfil thoſe exacted, by a Duty which is ſa» 
« cred to me. 


Raovu D'AsTixNG. 


ALDRIC 
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ALDRIC opening this Letter, as the former, in 
the preſence of his Prince, that Monarch was extreme- 
ly pleaſed at the Succeſs of his Project, and made him 
write that Moment to the Count, in the following 
Manner. 


Prince ALDric, to the Count D' AsTiNnG, 


* Olnce this Affair is become ſerious, my dear 
M Count, I muſt relinquiſh all the Pleaſure I tcok 
* 1in deceiving you: if the Picture your Monarch de- 
* tains, were that of the real Object of my Paton, 
6 I ſhould not, perhaps, be ſo eaſily prevailed upon, to 
* diſcover her Name; but you will caſily believe, I 
dare entertain no other for her, than that prefound 
** Reſpet and Attachment which is owing from a 
«« Subje&t to his Sovereign, when I acquaint you, 
„that it is the admirable EMA of Normanay, Queen 
«« Dowager of England, whoſe Reſemblance I had the 
„ Preſumption to ſend you: but, as one ought never 
© to make Perſons of her Rank the Subjects of our Di- 
« verſion, I beſecch you, that ours may end here, and 
« this Adventure remain a Secret. 
ALpRic. 


KING E pub vp doubted not, but this Letter would 
have the Effect it was intended for, on the Heart of 
CAXxuUTE, and was flattering himſelf with moſt pleaſing 
Expectations, that this long and dreadful War might 
end, at laſt, in Harmony and Love, when he was at- 
tacked by a moſt terrible Indiſpoſition, occaſioned, as 
fome ſay, by the Fatigues he had ſuſtained in the 
Field ; but, according to others, by the Malice and 
Treachery of EDric STREON, Duke of Mercia, and 
Son-in-law to ETHELRED, It is certain, that he had 
ſecretly aſſiſted the Danes, in the firſt Deſcent they 
made in England, and had, ever ſince, betrayed the 
Councils, both of ET HELRED and EpmuUND ; but whe- 
ther he contributed to the Fate of the latter, I will 
not pretend to determine, neither is it of any conſe- 
quence to the preſent Hiſtory ; ſo I ſhall only ſay, that the 
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Symptoms of this Diſeaſe no ſooner appeared on the 
King, than he was judged, by his Phylicians, to be 
paſt hope of Life. 

T HE ſecond Day of his Sickneſs, which was the 
fourth before his Death, he ſent for the Earl of Kent, 
his Prime Miniiter, and, in the preſence of Queen 
EMMA, ALGITHA, and his Privy-Council, gave him 
neceſſary Inſtructions for carrying on the War, againſt 
the Danes, that as little as poſſible might be left to 
Chance; and afterwards defiring all to withdraw, but 
the two Queens, who were overwhelm'd in Tears, 
I die, Madam, ſaid he, addrefiing himſelf to Emma, 
and at a Time when my Lite would be more uleful 
than ever, to Perſons who are molt dear to me: Hea- 
ven will not permit me to ſee the Execution of my 
Deſigns; and no more remains for me, than the Hope 
you will protect always, and even againit CAN UTA 
himſelf, the precious Relicks I put into your hands. 
'Tis this unhappy Princeſs, continued he, embracing 
ALciTHA, and my two Children; in ſpite of the Pre- 
cautions I have taken, and the Orders you juſt now 
heard me give, I foreſee the Deſtiny of England. 
Your Charms, fair Dowager, may often 
your Enemy; but that Love which, perhaps, will 
oblige him to reſpe&t my Brothers, becauſe they are 
your Sons, will not have the ſame Regard for mine. 
Forſake them not, Madam, but vouchſafe to re- 
pay the Children that inviolable Attachment you have 
found from the Father. And you, my dear Princeſs, 
{aid he, to'ALGITHA, remember you are a Mother, as 
well as a Wife; and let not Griet, for an irremediable 
Misfortune, render you unable to be ſerviceable to 
thoſe who will have need of you Preſerve your ſelf 
for thoſe ſweet Pledges of our mutual Affection — 
J know how hard this Separation is— I judge your 
Agonies by my own; and that which now makes 
Death terrible to me, will, I fear, render Lite inſup- 
portable to you — However, my dear ALGt1- 
THA, We muſt both endeavour to triumph over this 
Weakneſ⸗ I muſt ſummon all my Stock of Cou- 
rage, to enable me to leave you as I ought, and you 
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to defend our young Innocents from the Fury cf our 
Enemies Heaven commands you to do ſo, added 
he again, ſnatching her to his Arms; and I corjure 
you to do it, by all that perfect Love, that ardent Fen- 
derneſs, by which we have been united. 

IT was in vain the deſolate AL GIT HA made mary 
Endeavours to reply to this melancholy Ditcourie; 
Words were too mean, to expreſs a Sorrow iuch as 
hers x Tears and Sighs were the only Language fie 
could put in practice; and if ſhe teftifcd any thing, 
like a Promiſe to do as he deſired, it was only by the 
Force of her Embraces. Queen End ſcemed in a 
Condition not leſs pitiful ; every cone of theſe noble 
Perſons ſtood in the utmoit need of Conſolation, yet 
employed all the Faculties Grief had left them, to con- 
ſole each other. The four lait Days of his Life were 
aſſed in this Employment; but the Violence of his 
Didemper, at lait, triumphing over his natural Strength, 
and the Greatneis of his Courage, he reſigned his Soul, 
in a deep Sigh, on the Boſom of his beloved ALGITHA. 

THUS Emnez/arnd loit the moſt amiable Prince it 
ever had; à Prince who poſſeſſed all the Beauties of his 
Mother, and the Virtues of his Father, without any of 
his Faults; Nature had aſſembled in him, all thoſe 
great Qualities which, ſingly, make other Men paſs 
for Heroes: he was beloved by his Courtiers, adored 
by his People, feared by his Enemies, and reſpected by 
the one and the other, | 

IF it be true, that our Afflictions are ſoftened by 
the Intereſt we ſee others take in them, thoſe of the 
two Royal and unhappy Dowagers muſt have receiv- 
ed great Conſolation, by the public Sorrow. There 
was a general Mourning throughout all the Kingdom, 
a Mourning of the Heart, as well as Habit: they look- 
ed not fad, or wore Black, becauſe it was their Duty 
to do ſo, but becauſe their Love and Efteem for the 
dead Monarch would not ſuffer them to do otherwiſe : 
and in their Sighs and unfeigned Melancholy, might 
be read, a better Panegyrick on his Virtues, than in the 


molti eloquent Words. 
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THERE was ſcarce a Subject who, in loſing this 
admirable Prince, did not imagine he had loſt a Father, 
a Protector, a Bene factor, and a Friend. The public 
Misfortune was lamented as a particular one, by every 
particular Member of the Common-wealth: nothing 


was to be ſeen, but Tears, nothing to be heard but 


Groans. The preſent Situation of the State, rendered 
the Calamity yet more dreadful; and Hope, which, 
they ſay, is the laſt Paſſion that forſakes the Mind, had 
now no longer any Reſidence among the Eng/:/. 

THE Earl of Kent, Prime Miniſter to King Ep- 
MUND, was the only Perion among his Subjects, to 
whole Intereſt his Death ſeemed propitious. The King 
of Denmark no ſooner heard the Loſs England had ſu- 
ſtained, than he began to attempt the Fidelity of this 
Miniſter, by very. advantagious Offers; and as, fince 


the laſt Letter of Prince Al DRI to the Count D'As- 
TING, he had joined to his immeaſurable Ambition, an 


equal Paſſion for Queen Eu MA, he ſpared neither Pray- 
ers nor Promiſes, to oblige the Earl to facilitate his 
Conqueſt of the Kingdom, 

THE Earl, in whoſe Soul Avarice was the reigning 
Paſſion, accepted his Preſents, and liſtened to the Pro- 
poſals made him on this ſcore ; and, at length, being 
wholly won over to his Party, he amuſed the two 
Queens, and the whole Council, by various Pretexts, 
while CanuTs arrived, without obſtacle, even to that 
Port of the Kingdom which was neareſt the Capital. 

ON the firſt News of his Approach, Queen ALGLITHA- 
no. longer doubting but they were betrayed, retired 
with her Family, to Sickfort, having firſt adviſed 
EMMA to ſend the two Sons ſhe had by ETHELRED, in- 
to ſome Place of ſafety ; but carefully concealed all the 
knew of the Paſſion CaxuTE had tor her, my 
might make her depend too much on the Power of her 
Charms, and neglect the Means of preſerving thoſe 
precious Remains of the Royal Family : on the con- 
trary, ſhe deſcribed that Prince as cruel and ambitious, 
and one, who, wherever he overcame, would act rather 
as a Tyrant, than a generous Conqueror, 
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WHAT Prepoſſeſſion ſoever this Princeſs had in fa- 
vour of the Royal Dane, as the was entirely ignorant of 
his Sentiments, ſhe thought it beſt to take the Counſel 
of ALGITHA, in caſe their Forces ſhould not be able to 
repulſe the Enemy ; which Hope, ſhe, at firſt, flatter- 
ed herſelf and People with, but a little Time ſhewed 
her the Vanity of it. She was informed of the ſecret 
Correſpondence the Earl held with him; and, as that 
Miniſter had every thing at home in his power, ſhe no 
longer heſitated in what manner to behave;- and, ha- 
ving diſguiſed the Princes, her Sons, put them into the 
hands ot Servants ſhe could truſt, who travelled with 
them thro' bye and unſuſpected Roads, till they got to a 
Ship, which carried them ſafe to Normandy, where Dake 
Ric HARD received them with the ſame Generoſity he 
had before ſhewed to King ETHELRED their Father. 

WHILE this was doing, the Earl of Kent being 
entirely won over to the Danes, no longer made a 
Shew of Obedience to the Remains of ETHELRED and 
EpmMunD; but having all Things in London in his 
power, as Epric STREON had in the North of Eng- 
land, they jointly ſubmitted the whole Kingdom to 
CaxuTE; for which Treaſon, they were both preferred 
to the greateſt Employments under him, and the Earl 
of Kent married a natural Daughter of that Monarch's, 
called THIERA, Siſter to Prince HAROL D. 

MANY of the great Lords, who in their Hearts, 
were well affected to the Royal Family, yet perceiv- 
ing there was no longer Hope of eſtabliſhing them on 
the Throne, went with the Torrent, and ſeemed to ap- 
prove what it was in vain for them to oppole. 

ORDERS being iſſued out for the States of the 
Kingdom to aſſemble, CanuTE was acknowledged by 
them as lawful King of England; after which, he 
made a magnificent Entry into the Capital, and was 
crowned with the ſame Ceremonies, as if the Crown 
had deſcended to him from his Anceſtors. 

THE Triumph of his Inſtallation was no ſooner o- 
ver, than he began to think of that which touched his 
ſofter Inclinations; in ſpite of his Ambition, and na- 
tural Fierceneſs, the Charms of Queen EMMA hun a- 
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bout: his Heart, and made him look upon himſelf as 


but half a Conqueror, till he had ſubdued her. 
T HIS Princeſs had quitted the Palace, before the 


Entry of the new King, and retired to a Houſe ſhe had 


built during the Life of ETyutLtRED; the Diſorders of 
the State, and thoſe of her own Mind, involved her in 
the moſt heavy Melancholy; the Confuſion of the 
Times had not diminiſhed her Paſſion, and ſhe reproach- 
ed herſelf inceſſantly, for loving a Prince, whom ſhe 
ought to have regarded as the moſt cruel of her Ene- 
mies. She was irreſolute, whether ſhe ſhould go in- 
to Normandy, or wait in England, to endeavour to form 
a Party, in favour of her Sons, in caſe any favourable 
Accident ſhould happen, to make the People, who are 
always fond of Novelty, deſirous of recalling them; 
when CAN UTE ſent, to defire Leave to viſit her. Such 
a Meſſage raiſed a Tumult in her Breaſt, which it 1s 
not very eaſy to expreſs ; and ſhe had not Time to com- 
poſe herſelf enough for a Reply, before ſhe ſaw that 
Monarch enter, followed by the principal Lords of his 
Court, both Danes and Englih. But the Pomp with 
which he was inviron'd, attracted not the Eyes of this 
fair Queen; it was his Perſon alone, that ſeem'd wor- 
thy her Regard. Nor was the Paſſion ſhe was poſſeſs'd 
of for him, the only Advantage he had; for he was: 
truly a graceful Prince, well made, had an Infinity of 
Wit, and Fire in his Eyes; and, tho' he was exceed- 
ing affable, had a certain Air of Grandeur, which ac- 
companied all his Words and Actions. 

THESE exterior Perfections finiſhed the Conqueſt 
of this Princeſs, and if ſhe loved before, ſhe now a- 


dored ; but, how deep ſoever was the Impreſſion ſhe. 


received, her Beauty made no leis on the tranſported 
Monarch; and as the Flame they both confeſs'd, had 
been inſpired only by lifeleſs Paintings, which, at 
beſt, cou'd be but the Shadows of their real Graces, to 
behold all that had enſlaved them, accompanied by the 
Charms of Speech and Motion, now faſten'd the Chain, 

beyond the Power of human Art to looſe. 
BUT), as it is not the Hiſtory of their Amours, I 
zm about to recite, nor that any remarkable Incidents 
hap- 
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happened in the Courſe of their Courtſhip, I ſhafl con- 
tent myſelf with telling you, that only reciprocal Com- 
pliments were the Subject of this Converſation ; and 
that, on the next Day, he ſent the Earl of Kent to wait 


upon the Queen, with ſeveral! magnificent Preſents from 


him, and to entreat ſhe would return to her Apart- 


ment in the Palace, where, he aſſured her, ſhe ſhould: 


find the ſame Homage, and reſpe&ful Treatment, as 
when her Husband ETHELRED was living, and King 
of England. 

BUT Evma, who had the utmoſt Deteſtation for 
the Earl, on account of his Treaſons, would receive no- 
thing from his Hands, nor return any Anſwer to the 
Offers the King made her, through him : ſo that he 
was obliged to quit her, very ill ſatisfied, that he had 
not been able to obtain Forgiveneſs from a Princeſs 


who had been, and he eaſily. ſaw would be again his 


Sovereign. He was no ſooner gone, than the Queen, 


ſenſible of the Conſideration CanuTE had teſtified for 


her, went to Court, and thanked him, in Perſon, for 
the Favours he had offered. This ſecond Interview 
increaſed the mutual Admiration they had of each o- 
ther; and the King, who was naturally impatient, re- 
ſolved not to delay giving her. an Explanation of his 
Deſires : but, perceiving the little Ear ſhe was willing 


to give to any thing the Earl of. Kent ſhould ſay, would 
make no Propoſals to her thro' his Mouth, but entreated 


ſhe would allow him a particular Audience, having, as 
he told her, a Buſineſs to communicate, in which him- 
ſelf was the moſt proper Ambaſſador. 

T H.E Queen, ur pg by this time, was a pretty good 
Judge what paſſed in the Heart of this enamour'd Prince, 
debate@ a little within herſelf, if he ſhould grant what 


he deſired: But Love ſoon got the better of that 


ſcrupulous Modeſty, which would have refuſed him ; 
and flattering, herſelf, that it was more for the Intereſt 
of her Children, than to gratify her own Inclinations, 
that influenced her to conſent to this Meeting, the 
ſuffered herſelf to yield to his Arguments, and an 
Hour was ſet apart for it. 
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THE Time, PA. by both Parties equally wiſh'd 
for, being arrived, CanuTE went to her Aparment; 
their Converſation was private, no Perion on either 
ſide being permitted to enter the Room where they 
were; but there appeared ſuch an Air of Contentment 
in both their Faces, after it, that thoſe who ſaw them, 
believed the King had made {ome Propoſals, which ſhe 
had received without diſdain. Tis poſſible, ſome there 
were who gueſſed at the ruth; but none were igno- 
rant of it any longer than the next Day, when Ca- 
NUTE gave Orders, that every thing ſhould be prepared 
for the Ceremony of their Marriage; and ſummoning 
his Council, ſpoke to them, to this effect: 

MY Lords, ſaid he, I am about to give you a 
Queen; I flatter myſelf, your Approbation will go 
hand in hand with my Deſires, ſince the Princels J have 
made choice of, is one whom you are accuſtomed to 
obey | believe, continued he, I need ſay no 
more, to make you know it is the incomparable Emma, 
of Normandy, Dowager of King ETHELRED. 

THIS Speech was anſwered by a general Applauſe; 
and, in a few days after, the Nuptials were celebrated, 
in the Chapel of the Palace Royal, the Archbiſhop of 
York having the Honour to join their Hands. 

NOTHING was now to be ſeen in the Engliþ 
Court, but Feaſting, Dancing, Tilts, Tournaments, 
and all imaginable Demonſtrations of Joy, which laſted 
for fix Weeks; in which Time, CANUTE having diſ- 
covered to his Queen by what means he came to ſee 
her Picture, ſhe doubted not, if ſhe had owed her 
good Fortune to the Contrivance of King Epmuno, 
and that he had ſecretly endeavoured to bring about this 
Union. The Truth of this Imagination rm after- 
ward confirmed to her by Prince Ar DRI, brought 
freſh into her Mind, the Virtues of that great King, 


and the Obligations ſhe had to his Friendſhip; and ſhe 


thought ſhe could not better teſtify her Gratitude, 
than by ſharing her Happineſs with his illuſtrious Wi- 

dow. 
SHE wrote a Letter full of Tenderneſs to ALG1- 
THA, conjuring her to come to Court, where _ 2 
ure 
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ſured her, ſhe ſhould meet with the ſame ReſpeR as 
herſelf; and to engage her to do {o, ſhe inſinuated, that 
this Proof of Complaiſance to her, wou'd be the means 
to bind CAN u TE to the Intereſt of her Sons; and pro- 
teſting, that ſhe would uſe her utmoſt Power with 
that Monarch, to oblige him to treat the young Princes 
as became their Birth. 

BUT the prudent ALGiTHa, who knew the Diſpo- 
ſition of Ca Nur, much better than did the Queen his 
Spouſe, and had Reaſon to dread the Safety of her Sons, 
if in his power, returned her Thanks for this Civility 3 
| but excuſed herſelf from accepting it, by urging, that 
| nothing, either the new King or herſelf could beſtow, 
| would be able to compenſate for the lively Gricf ſhe 

maſt be overwhelm'd in, at the Sight of Objects which 
if could only ſerve to remind her of her paſt Felicities, 
„ and preſent ſad Reverſe that it would be im- 
1th poſſible for her to live in a Court, where every thing 
was ſubmitted to the Laws of a Stranger, who filled 
| the Throne of her Husband, and where her Sons, born 
i to Monarchy, muſt be look'd upon as private Perſons ; 
and concluded with wiſhing, ſhe might long enjoy the 
Happineſs ſhe fo juſtly merited. 

UEEN EMMA, who believed the true Motive for 
her Refuſal, was her Apprehenſions of the Fate of her 
Sons, and began, alſo, more and more, to fee into the 
Humour of the King, forbore preſſing her any far- 
ther, but begged, they might always hold a Correſpon- 
dence by Letters; which the other conſented to, with 
the greateſt Satisfaction. And there paſſed between theſe 
two Peautiful Princeſſes, a great Number of Letters, wor- 
thy of the Hands who wrote them, and which, had 
they been tranſmitted to Poſterity, might have been glo- 
rious Excitements to Virtue, for ſucceeding Ages. 

ENGLAND was now in perfect Tranquility; the 
People pleaſed, above meaſure, that CAN TIE had ſeat- 
ed EMMA with him on the Throne, ſubmitted cheariul- 
ly to his Government: all the Forts, and Places of Im- 
portance, were garriſon'd with his Forces, except that 
of Sichert. and ſome other ſmaller Caſtles in the Pof- 


ſeſſion of ALG1THA, which he had that Conſideration 
for 
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or her not to demand the Poſſeſſion of, and which ſhe 
had aſſured him, ſhould never be withheld to his pre- 
judice. 

CANUTE was now the moſt formidable of all the 
Princes of Europe; he was poſſeſs'd of England, Denmark, 
and Norway; he had a great Army at Land, and no leſs 
powerful a Navy at Sea. Add to this, he was Ma- 
ſter of immenſe "Treaſures, which are the Sinews of 
War; was very vigorous, and in the Prime cf his Years, 
With all theſe Advantages, he fancied it eaſy for him 
to ſettle the Monarchy of theſe three Kingdoms, in a 
perpetual Succeſſion, cn his Poſterity. He ſaw no Ob- 
ſtacles to this great Deiign, but the Life of the young 
Princes, Sons to EMMA and ALGIT HA; and, as often as 
he reflected there were ſuch Perſons in the World, it 
gave him a Regret, which had, perhaps, been fatal to 
thoſe Royal Youths, could he have found convenient 
means to compaſs his Intent. He communicated his 
Sentiments to the Earl of Kent, a Man no leis ambitious 
and cruel than himſelf, and who, by being Son-in-law 
to ETHELRED, and Brother, by Marriage, to the preſent 
King, was not without Hopes of being, one Day, able 
to mount the Throne himle.f, if once theſe Princes were 
removed; CanuTE having, as yet, no legitimate Off- 
ſpring. In this View, he heſitated not to adviſe the 
King to make away with all the Princes of the Blood 
Royal, and to begin with the Sons of King Epmuno, 
and Prince EDWIN, ſecond Son of ETyHELRED, by his 
firſt Wife ETHEL GIVE: who, being now grown to Ma- 
turity, lived at Court, and to whom the Policy of Ca- 
NUTE allowed a Penſion ſufficient to maintain him, ac- 
cording to the Grandeur of his Birth. 

THIS Counſel was too obliging to the ſecret Wiſhes 
of the King, not to have it tollowed, provided there 
could be a poſſibility of it. The Fate of EDWIN was 
ealy to be brouglt about, but that of the two young 
Princes, Sons to Ep MUND, ſeemed muck more difficult: 
ALGIT#& had them continually under her own Eye, in 
the Caſtle of Sic4fort; and, ſhould they go about to take 
them from her by force, the whole Nation would 
riſe in their Defence: it could only, therefore, be by 
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Stratagem, that theſe illuſtrious Victims could be got 
into their power. 

TO that end, the King omitted nothing which he 
thought might prevail on ALGITHA, to bring her Fa- 
mily to Court, and to hold the Rank there, which 
was her due, as Dowagerto the late Monarch. He flat- 
tered her Ambition with the moſt magnificent Offers; 
and, to give his Promiſes the Air of Reality, accom- 
panied all the Letters he wrote to her, with Preſents 
of the greateſt Value. | 

BU T this careful Mother ſuffered not herſelf to be 
dazzled by this ſpecious Shew of Friendſhip and Re- 
ſpect; and to return his Diſſimulation in kind, would 
not abſolutely refuſe, or ſeem ungrateful to his Offers, 
but made ſuch artful Pretences for remaining at S:c#- 
fort, that, without giving him Reaſon to imagine ſhe 
apprehended any Danger, either for herſelf or Sons, 
left him no room to preſs her farther. 

CANUTE finding there was no Hope of Succeſs 
this way, grew extremely diſcontented at it; but his 
Confidante, the perfidious Earl, found means to diſſipate 
his Vexation ; he had an Intimacy with the Governor 
of the young Princes, and, for a great Sum of Money, 
worked on him to betray his Charge into the Hands of 
the King, by this means. 

ALGITH 4, whole martial Humour had been nei- 
ther ſoftened by the Delicacies of the Court, nor chilled 
by the Diſappointments and Sorrows ſhe had ſuſtained, 
gave ſometimes a Truce to her Grief, by the Diver- 
ſion of Hunting; but the two Princes, being yet too 
young to accompany her in that Recreation, were al- 
ways left at home, under the Care of their Governor; 
and it was in one of thoſe Times, that this Betrayer of 
his Truſt had promiſed to deliver them up; and having 
ſent notice of it to the Earl, a Chariot was prepared, 
with thirty Gentlemen well armed and mounted to at- 
tend it, and theſe all placed in Ambuſcade, in a Wood, 
behind the Park of 87c4/ort. 

EVERY thing being thus in Readineſs, for the 
Accompliſhment of their Deſign; and the Princeſs be- 
ing gone out with a great number of the neighbouring 
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Nobitity, who nſually accompanied her in this Diverſi- 
on, the Governor led the Princes into the Park, under 
the pretence of taking the Air, and, having opened the 
Gate toward the Wood, made a Signal; on which the 
Horſemen advanced, and forced the Princes to mount 
into the Chariot, in ſpite of the Cries and Oppoſition 
of a Man of their Train, called DeLMack; who not 
doubting but there was ſome treaſonable Intent in hand, 
did his utmoſt to hinder the Princes from going into 
the Chariot; but the wicked Governour rewarding his 
Fidelity with a Stab, and, believing him dead, made 
the Chariot drive away, with the extremeſt Swiftneſs. 

IN the mean time, the Officers belonging to the 
Princes, who had orders never to quit them, bein 
told they were in the Park, went haſtily aſter them; 
and being come to the Gate that ied co the Wood, 
were terribly alarmed to find it wide open, and DEL“ 
MACK bleeding on the Graſs; that faithful Servant, 
expiring as he was, lifted up his Eyes at their ap- 
proach, and forced himſelf to cry out, Run to the 
aſſiſtance of the Princes, wiom their perkdious Go- 
vernour has borne forcibly away. — 1 'nis was all he 
could deliver; and the violence he did himſelt, in ut- 
tering thoſe few words, perhaps, haitned his Death 
ſome moments. 

T HE Officers, on hearing this, loſt no time in con- 
ſidering what to do, but got immediately on horſe- 
back, and rather flew than rode to the Foreſt, where 
their Princeis was in purſuit of the Stag. ALGIT HA, 
on the news of this Misfortune, ſhewed an incom- 
parable Preſence of Mind, and a Fortitude far above 
What is ordinarily to be found in her Sex: ſhe neither 
lamented nor exclaimed againlt ſo ſudden a turn of 
Fate, as other Mothers would, perhaps, have done; 
but turning to the Company ſhe had with her, and 
enireating them to ſecond her attempt, rode back, 
with all imaginable haſte, to Sicht; where, havin 
armed herielt, ard taken freſh Horſes for herſelf and 
tue others, and Allowed by the Officers of the Caſtle, 


purlued full ſpeed the Tracks the Raviſhers had left 
behind. 
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THE endeavours of this noble Company were fo 
ſucceſsful, that they overtook- the Chariot within {ume 
Miles of London. ALGITHa, whoſe courage at this fight 
was augmented by her rage, ſtood not to examine the 
number of her Enemies, but flew upon them, Sword 
in hand, and, with the firſt Blow, laid the chiet among 
them proſtrate at her fect: the Governour, who could 
expect no mercy, if overcome, quitted the Chariot, and, 
having mounted the Horſe of him that was fallen, put 
himſelf at the head of his Troop, and animated them by 
his Voice and Geſture, Then the valiant ALG1THA, who, 
in the Rapidity of her Purſuit, could be followed only 
by ſix Gentlemen, found herſelf encompaſſed, on all 
ſides, by the Raviſhers; yet, without ſuffering her 
Spirit to be dejected by their numbers, ſhe not only 
defended herſelf, but attack'd them in ſuch a manner, 
that ſhe had laid ſeveral of them on the Earth, before 
the reſt of her Followers arrived to her aſſiſtance. 

As theſe were Men accuſtomed to the dangers of 
the Field, and the more invigorated by the example of 
this warlike Queen, things immediately changed face; 
the Raviſhers were attack'd on all ſides, and the greateſt 
part having loſt their Lives, the reſt attempted to ſave 
themſelves by flight; the treacherous Governour was a- 
mong theſe laſt: but ALGciTHa, whoſe fury was more 
againſt him than all the others of his Accomplices, pur- 
ſued him ſo cloſe, that it was impoſſible for him to 
eſcape; and the Villain, inſtead of imploring mercy, 
had the inſolence to meaſure his Sword againſt that of 
his Queen. The Combat laſted not long; ALG1T#aA 
diſabled his right Arm, with one Blow, and taking him 
by the Throat with one hand, while with the other 
ſhe held her Sword at his Breaſt, obliged him to con- 
feſs, that the Earl of Kent had influenced him to this 


his Wounds, deprived him, firſt, of his Voice, and. 
ſoon after, of his Breath; a Fate, indeed, too honour- 
able for a Wretch, who deſerved to have expired in the 
extremeſt Tortures, under the hands of the Executioner. 
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THE victorious ALG1THa returned to Sichert, where 
all were in the utmoſt Grief and Confuſion; but when 
they ſaw her arrive at the head of her valiant Troops, in 
the midſt of which, was the Chariot with the two 
Princes, Cries and Acclamations ſucceeded in the place 
of Terror. The firſt thing ſhe did, after having diſ- 
armed herſelf, thanked her Friends for the afſiſtance 
they had given her, and embraced her Children, was 
to write to King CanuTE and Queen Emma, an ac- 
count of this Adventure, and to complain of the Inju- 
ſtice ſhe. had received, The Court and City were no 
ſooner informed of it, than the loud Exclamations they 
made againſt the Treachery of the Ear] of Kent, con- 
vinced CaNnuUTE, that the Blood of their lawful Kings 
was yet extremely dear to them. 

T HIS Monarch knew, that, as the Governour was 
killed, nothing could be proved againſt him, denying 
to have any part in this Action, and juſlified himſelf to 
well, that the whole Infamy fell on the Earl of Kent, 
Who was already mortaily hated. "The cruel Inquietudes, 
however, that Queen ALGITHA was involved in, from 
that dreadful day, for the Life of her Sons, never ſuf - 
tering her to enjoy any true repole, threw her, at 
length, into a languiſhing Diſeaſe, and obliged her to 
have recourſe to the remedies Art {cmetimes affords, 
waen Nature refuſes her atliltance, 

IF any one ſtep throughout the whole Conduct of 
this Princeſs could be termed imprudent, it was the 
little Examination ſhe made of the Character of her Phy- 
ſicians; her Soul was too much employed for the Safe- 
ty of the young Princes, to have any leiſure to attend 
to aught relating merely to hericlf; and thinking her 
Fate could be ot no conſequence to CaxuTE, imagined 
not he would ever enterpriſe any thing againſt her Per- 
jon. But this tender Mother ſhould have remembered, 
that if any of thoſe Dangers the apprehended for her 
Sons were real, the {ame muſt aliv threaten herlelf, 
who, by her Vigilance over thoſe precious Treaſures, 
was an Obttacle in the way to reach at them. 

THE {fame means which had been made uſe of, to 
bribe the Governor of the Princes, was now put in 
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practice, to corrupt that Phyſician who attended the 
Queen in her Indilpoſition; and, inſtcad of Cordials, he 
ad miniſtred to her, a Poiſon ct ſo ſubtile a Force, that 
it reſiſted all Antidotes. Her Drath was neceſſary for 
the ambitious Defigns of Canure and his Minitter, 
and they accompliſt'd it, like Parbarians ; ard that great 
Princeſs, who, by her Courage and her Vartce, had 
ſtood the moit cruel Reverſe of Fortune, and the ut- 
moſt Efforts of her publick Enemies, fell a Victim to 
the ſecret Cabals of her pretended Friends. 

I'N the firſt Agonies of the poiſoned Draught, ſhe 
doubted not of the occahon, and prepared herſelf for 
her approaching Fate, with a Patience and Reſolution 
no leis worthy of admiration than her former Actions 
had been: the only Reflection which had power to 
thake her Conſtancy, was that of leaving her dear Sons 
a Prey to thoſe who had deſtroyed her Life, in crder to 
heceme Maſters of theirs ; and, in the force of this Sen- 


timent, ſhe wrote, a little befare her Death, theſe few 
Words to Queen EMMA. 


The unfortunate Midas of King EDrMunD, 
to EMMA Queen of England. 


«6 Death, Madam, would be of little ſignifica- 
« tion, if it was not too ſure a Preſage of that 


*« of my Children: it was, it ſeems, found neceſſary to 


«© begin with mine, to arrive at theirs, Our 
« Enemies, in patt, are ſatisfied; but, that they may 
not be entirely ſo, permit me to put you in remem- 
„ brance of the Friendſhip you have always {worn to 
„ me, and that which you had for the late King my 
© Husband, and to conjure you to teſtify it to the pre- 


„ cious Remains of his Blood Prevent my 
«© Death from becoming uſeful to the cruel Deſigns of 
« their Perſecutors "Tis the laſt and only Re- 


« queſt made you, by the dying 
ALGITHA. 


THIS Letter was deLvered to the Queen, on the 
next day after the Death of her who wrote it. 2 
touche 
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touched her in the moſt ſenſible manner; ſhe ran im- 
mediately to the King, and, with Tears in her Eyes, 
conjured him to attempt nothing againſt the Lifg of 
EDwuxpandEnwarpD, Sons to the late King and Au- 
GITHA 3 and, to engage his Protection of thoſe Princes, 
employed the moſt tender Care ſles, as well as Words. 
But, though CaxnuTE had a very great Love for the 
Queen, yet Ambition was the predominant Paſſion of 
his Soul; ts liſtened to her, but anſwered, in a manner, 
wnich let her ſee, he was more truly devoted to Empire 
than her Caarms; and, when he gave her his Promile, 
that the Princes ſhould not die, he made her underitand, 
that his Safety depended on having them in his power, 
and out of a condition to undertake any thing againſt 
him. What have I not to apprehend, ſaid he, from the 
Sons of Epuu np and ALG1ITHA ? Certainly they mult 
greatly degenetate from their Parents, if they do not 
one day become formidable enough, to make you re- 
pent the Compaſſion you have for them—-—T here- 
jore if you truly love me, you will be content with 
the aſſurance I give you, not to take away their Lives, 
and not endeavour to oppoſe my taking ſuch meaſures 
with them, as may ſecure my 'I'hrone; which can 
never remain firm, while thoſe who imagine themſelves 
born to fit in it, are in the view of a Pcople famous 
for their Love of Novelty. 

Hs Diſcourſe filled the generous Emma with a 
Diſquiet, which ſhe had much ado to conceal ; but, 
rerceiving it was impoſſible for her to obtain more, 
ihe retired, pierced to the Soul with deep concern and 
pity. Some days after, Prince Epwix, Son of EY HEIL- 
KED and ETHELGIVE, and Brother to the late King E- 
MUND, was arreſted, on {ome pretence, and ſhut up in 
an inacceſſible Caſtle ; and the two Children of ALG1- 
TRA were removed from S:c&fort, and confined in a 
ſtrong Fortreſs on the Borders of Sweden; which cold 
and barbarous Climate, ſo different from the Delicacies 
of that they had been nouriſh'd in, joined to the Depri- 
vation of all thoſe 'Tenderneſſes they had bees accuſtom- 
ed to, CANUTE imagined, would, in a ſhort time, put 
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an end to their days, without the help of Poiſon, or of 
a Dagger. 

IN effect, Prince Epuvu vp, who was the eldeſt, had 
not a Conſtitution to ſupport ſo ſevere a change, and 
died in a ſhort time after he was carried there: EDWIx, 
his Uncle, ſurvived him but three Months; but Ep- 
WARD, the youngelt Son of King EnrmunD and ALlG1- 
THA, Who was endowed with all the Beauties and Per- 
fections of his Royal Parents, ſo well knew how to 

ain the Affection of his Guards, by the ſweetneſs of 

is Behaviour, and to win them to a Dependance on 
kim, by the indifference he expreſs'd for Liberty, that 
they accuitom'd themſelves inſenſibly to allow him 
much more than their orders permitted them to do; 
end, this amiable Prince, taking the advantage of their 
negligence, found means to make his Eſcape into Ges- 
any, where he was favourably received by the Empe- 
for HENRY III. and, aſterwards, ſettled himſelf with 
more Tranquillity than he could have expected. 

AS for CaxnuTE, having reigned twenty Years, ex- 
rciiing, in that time, a thouſand Cruelties, for f{ecu- 
Pity of his power; he died in the Year 1036, leaving 
only one Son by Queen Ex: a, whom he deſigned ſhould 
He Inheritor of all his Kingdoms. But Providence, 


which takes delight to fruſtrate human Projects, diſpoſed 


vtherwiſe of them: Norway revolted, and choſe a King 
of their own : HaRoLD, the Baſtard of CAN UTE, whole 
Siſter the Earl of Kent had eſpouſed, with the help of 
his Brother-in-law, ſeized on the Crown of Englard; 
and the Son of CAN UTE and Emma, who was named 
CanuTE after his Father, had no more to his ſhare, 
than the Kingdom of Denmark. 

"'TWAS thus, that the univerſal Monarchy, which this 
Prince had premeditated, was diſſipated; and that the 
Remains of ETHELRED and EDMUND were obliged to 
live under the Protection of Strangers; ALFRED and 
EpD Wand, the Sons of ETHELRED, in Normandy ; and 
the young EDWAR D, Son of EpmuND, in Germany; 
and ſuch was the Deſtiny ot ETHELGIVE and AL GIT HA, 
that they ſhould enjoy no more Happineſs and Tranquil- 
lity than their virtuous Mothers, 4 
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ALL the Company thanked FLORIN DA, in terms 
which made her ieniible of the extreme Picalure this 
Relation, and her Faſhion of preſenting them with it 
had beftowed, nor were the Praiſes they gave her more 
elegant than the Anſwers this agreeable Lady returned. 

AS for my part, ſaid Oxs Aufs, I am particularly 
touched at the Hiſtory de beautiful FLORINDA has gi- 
ven us ; becauſe it nas revived in me, the Memory of 
a Prince, whoſe Character I alwavs admired, and wlio, in 
my opinion, merited many more Years and happy Days. 

['T muſt be confeſs d, added ju L, that EDmuND was 
a moſt accompliſh'd Monarch; and 1 cannot hinder 
myſelf from being infinitely concerned his Thread ot 
Life ſhould be fo unfortunately cut. But the Earl of 
Kent, cried AR EL Is E, was certainly one of the moſt unwor- 
thy Wretches that ever lived. Ambition, ſaid Ca Nx uE, is 
a moſt terrible Paſſion, when it reigns not in a vertuous 
Mind; it inſtigates the wicked to all manner of Villanies; 

s, on the contrary, it inſpires the noble Soul with a De- 
fire of arriving at Glory, by good and great Actions. 

T H E Earl of Kent, reply'd AL PHORSo, and all ſuch 
wicked Miniſters, by the Contraſt of their Actions, 
ſtew us, how much we ought to reſpect and love thoſe 
v/ho prove, by their Services, the good of their Prince 
and Nation is at their heart. Beth King and People 
ſtould join in Thankſgivings, for their common Hap- 
pineſs, when they ſee, at the head of Affairs, Men gui- 
ded by Prudence, Moderation, Diſintereſtedneſs, and 
Vertue. 

Y OUR Reflection, ſaid THELAMORN T, is a Leſſon 
for us, who enjoy this ſupreme Felicity; but Praiſes, 
{uch as are worthy thoſe illuſtrious Perſons, would carry 
us too far, without being able to do Juſtice to their 
Merit. But let us, therefore, content ourſelves to 
admire them in filence; and, ſince we are fallen on the 
ſabject of Stateſmen faithfully devoted to the Intereſts 
of their Maſters and Governments, I believe you will 


not be diſobliged, if I give you an Inſtance of that 


kind, which, I believe, is not leſs fingular, than any 


that Hiltory affords. 
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DA4RXiIUS, ihe Son of Hioasees, while he was a 
private Man, contracted the moſt tender Friendſhip with 
LZorinus, General of the Perſian Army; and, as it 
was founded merely on the Principles of Virtue, and a 
kind of Sympathy between their Souls, it cou.d not but 
be laſting and ſolid. It was by the advice of Zopi- 
tvs, that DA RIus had the good fortune to Kill SMER+ 
bis, Who nad viurped the Empire, and governed it 
with Tyranny; and it was by the management of this 
faithful Friend, that he, aſterwards, was exalted to the 
Throne: ſor, after the Death of the Tyrant, all the 
Princes and great Lords of Perſia, convened in Coun— 
eil, made a Deciee, to prevent a! Cenſure of any am- 
bitious Views among themſelves, that whoever was 
Maſter of the Horie that ſhould neigh the firſt before 
Sun-rifing, ſhould be King. That of Dar1vs raiſed him 
to the ſupreme Dignity; ZoyPiRus having the Secret 
to compel the Animal to neigh before any of the reſt. 
Such Obligations as theſe, when conferred on a generous 
Mind, could not but plant the Roots of Gratitude toe 
deep to be ever torn from thence. 

DARIUS, fell of thoſe Sentiments, ſhould not have 
looked on his tHappizeſs as compleat, witzout a Friend, 
ſuch as Zo Ik s, to ſhare it with him: however, the 
efirlt Days of his Elevation to the Empire, bringing 
with them their Cares and Occupations, he had not 
the Opportunity to teſtify, as he wiſh'd, the ſenſe he 
had of what he had done for him. 

AS there is a Jealouſy in Friensthip, as well as Love, 
which conſtrues every thing to its own prejudice, Jo- 
@IRUS preſently imagined, the Luſtre of a Crown had 
too much dazled the eycs of Darius, to permit him to 
look down on any thing beneath ; and that in the Mo- 
narch, he loſt the Friend; which Thought io aftiicted 
him, that the Melancholy of his Heart diffung itielf 
thro' all his Air, rendered it immediately perceivable 
by Daklus. 

THIS Monarch, always too ſenſible of every thing 
that concerned his Friend, to be without Inquictude on 
this occaſion, teſtified to him the Impatience he had 
to know the Cauſe of his Sadneſs; comuring him, in the 
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mot preſſing terms, to open his Heart to him with his 
uſual Freedom: but Zopikus, prejudiced by his own 
Ideas, could not be prevailed on to break filence on this 
Subject; and, every day, became more melancholy, 
and more reſolved to keep it ſecret. 

DARIUS was extremely concerned, that he could 
not penetrate into this unhappy Myitery ; he examined 
himtelf, if any thing in his own Conduct could poſ- 
lib'y have given cauſe for ſuch a Diſcontent; but find- 
ing his Heart clear and innocent, he began to fear, that 
Ambition had taken birth in that of ZoyIrRUs: If it be 
ſo, ſaid he to himſelf, I will load him with ſuch Ho- 
nours, as he ſhail have nothing more to with ; and, ac- 
cordingly, ſent him Preſents of immenſe Value, and a 
Blank to be filled up with ſuch Employments as he 
thou'd make choice of. 

BUT Z0?1Rvs, whoſe Soul was of a different Mould, 
to what it now appeared to the King, was fo far from 
being ſatisfied with theſe marks of his Elleem, that 
they ferved only to render him more penſive. As for 
the Employment offered him, he abſolutely refuſed it, 
and received the Preſents with reſpect, but not the lealt 
mark of gladneſs. 

THIS Behaviour augmented the King's ſaſpence; 
he ſent for him one day into his Cloſet, whence he 
was relolved, not to fufter him to depart, till he had re— 
vealed the whole, of a Gri-t which ſeemed fo unac- 
countab'e, not only to him, but all who law wit. 

M Y dear Zorirus, ſaid he, 1 can no longer endure 
to tee You thus— ——}v the tender Frientfhip by 
which we are united, I conjure you to reveal the caute, 
of what kind ſocver it be I {wcar to you, th:t 
there is nothing in my wile Empire, nothing that is 
tubmitted to my Power, and nothing fo valuable to 
my Heart, that | will not readily facc:jice for your re- 
1161 — peak then, nor perſiſt in an obllinate fi- 
lence, Which Lilis all my Happlueſs, in perizading me, 
Jam no longer dear to you. 

NOT dear to me! cried out 7.0Þ718vs, quite tranſ- 
ported at the King's goodneſs; An my Lord, it is 
uCraulſe vou are tov dear to me, that | aa in the ſtate in 
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which you ſee me; and, ſince you command me to 
explain myieift in terms too tender to be withſtood, 

know, that the fear I do not retain the ſame place l 
held in your Heart before your Elevation, is the ole 
motive of my Grief I thought I perceived a 
change in you towards me That Air of Majeſty 
which accompanied your Benefits, robb'd them of their 
Value Tis the King now who confers them, 
Not That Friend to whom I was once fo dear, and 
whoſe Love and Confidence in me, made all my Hap- 
pineſs ITis a great Monarch whom I ſhouid 
tremble to approach, whom I ſhould adore, who, 
caſting his regards on me, dittingviſhes me, at preſent, 
from his other Courtiers, as I was once from all the 
Perſians, by the choice Daxivs made of me for his 
Friend In fine, it is no more Dakr1ivs who loves 
me, but the King, who vouchiafes to honour me with 
his Bounties. 

AH! my Lord, continued he, reſume all your Gifts, 
and reſtore me your Heart | will have nothing 
from the Sovereign of Perſia, and I would owe every 
thing to the Friendſhip of Darius ————— [Were to 
fail in that profound reſpect a Subject ought to pay his 
King, to call him Friend; yet is that Title a thouſand 
times more precious to me, than all the Riches, and 
all the Honours you have heapd upon me Your 
Friendſhip, your Confidence, and your firit Familiarity 
are the only Treaſures which can ſatisfy my Ambition; 
and, if you think the Royal Dignity will be 1mpaired 
by this Conduct, ſuffer me, my Lord, to {end you back 
your Preſents, and let me die. 

DURING all this Difcourſe, DAR us feit the moſt 
refined Pleaſure, to find himſelf loved merely for him- 
ſelf alone; and that all that can attract Affection in o- 
ther Hearts, had no effect on that of Zo PIRUS, ſeemed 
ſo worthy of his Admiration, that, for ſome time, he 
was wholly taken up in filent Wonder, and had no 
Words to form an Anſwer. 
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HOW few Kings are there that taſte this Satisfac- 
tion! Exterior Homage and Obedience elate the Xlind. 
and feed Ambition; but afford none of thoſe ſweet 


Tranſports Tenderneſs beitovs To ſee the Heart 
uncovered, and find no Emotions there, but Love and 
Duty warmiy actuated by Zeal, and ever watchful to 
do good Offices; when this, I ſay, happens, as in tte 
ca e of DAR Ius, a Monarch mult think himſe'f richer 
in fuch a Friend, than in the Treaſures of the Indlics. 

IV dear Zopirvs, ſaid he, at laſt recovering him- 
ſelt enough to ſpeak, and at the fame time embracir 
im with the utmoſt Tendeineſs, I ſhould be unwor- 
thy of the Throne, to which you have rais'd me, if I 
were capable of cha Nging, even for one moment of 
my Lite, from that tix'd "Regard, I owe fo woithy a 
Friend. Your Suſpicions have deccived you, * 
injur'd me. I proteſt, that 1 ſhail never be a 
King to you. Never ſhall you find me any other 
than your Friend PAR Ius, - for know, that [ 
preter your Friendſhip to all my Crowns Far 
trom imagining, I ſhould demean the Royal Dignity, 
in living famillarly with you, I ſhould think 1 did it 
Honour, Nothing is more glorious to a Mo— 
narch, than to have it in his power to boait a f:itl- 
tal Friend ; nor can he prove he has one but by the 
Tokens of his Gratitude.— Let us live then, con- 
tinued he, taking him in his Arms a ſecond time; let 
us live as we were accultom-d before this Change in my 
Fortune. | ſhall a'ways be Dar1vs to you, be 
You always my dear Zorir vs. Retain the 
Preſents I have ſent you, and accept of thoic 1 {ha'l 
hereafter ſend—they-are not the Marks 5 my Gererchi- 
ty, but of my perfect Fricndſhip : And L ſcmeti nes put 
you in mind, that I am King, it will only be by tl 
Joy of ſeeing myſelf in a Condition io make known 
my Love and Confidence. 

THESE tender Aſſurances ſaibd not to calm all t 
Diſquiets, which fo lately reign'd in te Bolom of 7.0 + i- 
RUS. He bluſhed to have eatcrtained Thoughts {0 little 
conformable to the great Sentiments of Darius. The 


Delicacy of his Friendfhi ip made him fear he had ct- 
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ſended, DY } Jaug ing him capable of changing; he a:k'd 
his pazden tor it, ard thanked him for the Continua- 
tion of his Bounties, and this Converſation cemented 
more than ever the Bond of Amity which was between 
them. 

ZOPIRUS now reſumed his ordinary Virus, 
and Dax ius his former Familiarity; and as he cou'd 
not doubt, if he were ſincerely beloved by ZoIiRus, 
he liſtened to all the Remonſtrances that wortky Farou- 
rite made him, whenever he found him fail in Acts of 
Juſtice or of Virtue; and it was by his: Advice, that 
the Jerus obtained Permiſſion of this Monarch to finiſh 
the Building of the Temple at Jeruſaliin. 

BUT the Zeal of Zorisus for his Maſter did not 
top here, he ſoon after had an occaſion of making it 
ar, in a manner ſo very extraordinary, that I 
ion, if ever any Act of Friendſhip arrived to that 
conſummat Height, 

THE Paky!:nians having reſolved to throw off the 
Peiſian Yoke, Torecd all out of their Gates, who re- 
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fuſed to join 3 them in this Revolt. Da R Ius was. 


no ſooner inſormed of what had happened, than he 
marched at the head of a puiſſant Army, and fat down 
before that magnificent City; but ending Difficultiee, 
and a mach greater Reſiſtance than he expected, made 
to his Attacks, he began to fear, that after a Jung and 
pain'ul Sizge, he ſhuuld be obliged to withdraw Jas 

Forces, without being able to reduce it. 

THIS he look d. upon as ſo Hameful to him, tha 

perhaps no Vexation CVeETr farpaſled that of his. flow: 
ever, he m made no Cenfidante of it b. t £Or IRUS; 5 1%, 
bnding indeed there were no Hefe of ſuccecdirg in 
his Enterprize, by the ways oidirarily practiſed in 
Sieges, preſently con ceived ; 1 Stratagem, Which was 
without all Freccdeiit; and, 1 dure beiicve, will al- 
weys remain unimitated. After he bad conſidered a 
little while, end firmly refolved himſelf in lis Deſign, 
which he concealed with care from bim, and the yu hole 
Army, he cut off | lis Noſe and Fars, and in this dread- 
tul Spectacle, all bleeding as he was, preiented him- 
If a; the Gates of Bab;len; whence ke was imme- 
diately 
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drately conducted to an Aſſembly of the Principal of 
the City, by whom he was no ſooner ſcen than known, 
Then declaiming againſt the Ingratitude of Dazivs,. 
who, he pretended, had rendered him in this Condi- 
tion, merely for having given him good Advice; he 
told them, he deſired nothing more than to revenge 
the Aﬀront he had received; and to that end, came 
to offer his Service to them in the next Sally they made: 
adding, that no Action cou'd ſo well become the Re- 
mainder of his Days, as to afhit them in chafing ſo 
barbarous a Prince from their Walls. 8 

THE Babylonians knowing that he was the beft. 
General among the Perfiars ; and that with his great 
Wiidom and Experience, he had alſo a prodigious Va- 
lour, received him with the extremeſt Joy, paid him 
all imaginable Honours, and with a unanimous Voice 
gave into his hands the Government of the Guard 
of their City. The uſe he made of his Power, in 
the Orders he gave, and the well-diſpoſing the Troops, 
made known his Skill ſo well, that theſe poor deluded 
People believed themielves in the utmoſt Security 
under him. 

THE Report, however, of this great Man's Deſer- 
tion being ſpread through the Perfian Army, filled 
them with a Conſternation not to be expreſſed ; and 
every one imagined, they had now no more to do, 
but raiſe the Siege; ſince a Perſon ſo neceſſary, by 
his Advice and Courage, had gone over to the Enemy. 

DARIUS alone was tranquil, and tho he could 
not penetrate into the true Motive of this Action; 
yet judging the Sentiments of Eis Friend by his own, 
he heſitated not a moment, if he ſhould believe there 
was ſome Myſtery in this Behaviour of Zop!RuU!, in- 
tended for Iris Glory. In this Thought, inſtcad of 
railing the Siege, he redoubled his Attacks, in which 
he was always repulſed by the Va'our of ZorikRus. 
Yet did not even this excite his Doubts, he ſhut his 
Ears againſt all that was ſaid to convigce him that 
faithful Friend could ever be an Enemy; and ſtill ad- 
vancing his Works, fortify'd himſelf with a full AC 
ſurance, that, thro' the means of Zorikes, he ſhould 
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at laſt carry his point. Thus did Friendſhip ſtruggle 
againſt the greateſt Probabilities, and ſurinuunt what to 
all others appeared Conviction. 

IN fine, this glorious Man ſeeing the Works of 
Darivs in the Stat» he deſired, found means to give 
him notice, that if he advanc:d to one of the Gates of 
the City, which he deſcribed, he ſhould find it with- 
out defence. He ſent Directions alſo in what nian- 
ner he ſhould make the Breach, and what number cf 
Troops might enter. The King of. Pe. toilowed 
this Advice in every Particular, and without comm - 
nicating it to any Perſon, and without any other At- 
ſurance than that in his own: Prealt of the Fidelity cf 
Zor1Rus, he approached the Gate mark'd out to bim. 
He found it in the Situation he expected, and with 
the number of Troops his Friend had preſcribed, en- 
tered the City without difidence. — The Alarm was 
Preſently given — the Citizens were in the utmoit 
Confuſion, and ZopIR Us had ſo well taken his Mea- 
ſores, that all who oppoſed the Pcrfians were cut in 
p:eces, and the City entirely ſubmitted to Darivs ; 
who, at the Entreaty of Zo IR us, forbore any Act of 
Cruelty to the Inhabitants, contenting himſelf only 
with exacting their Obedience to the tame Laws for- 
meriy impoſed on them. 

BUT what became of that Monarch? How terri- 
ble were the firſt Shocks of his Grief, when he found 
to what the Reduction of Baby/on had been owing ?— 
Tears, and the Swellings of his Rcart would not per- 
mit him to ſpeak for a long time: And when Zortkrus 
related to him the whole Affair, with an Unconcern, 
which denated the Hero even more than the voluntary 
Maims he had given himſelf ; at laſt the impriſoned 
Sorrows of the Royal Mind burſt out in theſe few 
Words, which, with the glorious Action that cccaſioned 
them, are tranſmitted to Poſterity : Ah! who, iaid he, 
would not have given a hundred Bab;/2zs to ice fo 
ſaithful a Friend exempt from ſuch Deformity ? 

JUST LY have you ſaid, cry'd SiLVIaNAa, per- 
ceiving FTHELAMONT had done ſpeaking, that Hiſtory 
affords no Proof like this of Zeal and Friendſhip. Iam 
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aſtoniſhed at it, added CamiLLaz and my Admiration 
is accompanied with certain Emotions of Terror, 
which make me ſhudder. I was before acquainted 
with this great Action, interrupted ErasMmus ; but being 
ignorant of ſome of the Particulars that led to it, this 
Recital has had all the Charms of Novelty. It matt be 
confeſs'd, ſaid ALpHoNso, that this Proofof ZopIRUs's 
Attachment to the King, or rather to his Friend, 1s 
of the moit ſingular kind that ever was: But it muſt 
alſo be confeſs'd, that the Confidence of Dar tus had 
ſomething in it very grand; and that the Friend{hip in 
his Soul was no leſs heroick than the dreadful Proots the 
other gave of his, 

FOR my part, ſaid Hor TEex514, I find nothing in 
either of them to reproach : If ZoriRus disſigured 
himſelf to deceive the rebellious Babylonians, and to 
reduce them to their Obedience; Dar Ius expoſed him = 
ſelf to Accidents equally dreadful, by an entire Depen— 
dance on his Faith. And this Security he teſtified in 
him, without knowing any thing more of his De- 
ſign, than that he had quitted his Service, ſeems to me 
a Proof of Friendſhip, equal to that of Zorirus. 

"TIS certain, reply'd ORsames, that without this 
Stratagem the King of Perſia had been compelled to 
raiſe the Siege, and to leave the Rebels, unpuntthed. 
We know, ſaid OxorHANES, they are often of great 
uſe, when Force is unavailing ; but there are a thou- 
ſand Inſtances of Stratagems very different from that cf 
Zorikus, and yet not leſs beneficial. 

HIMER A was the richeſt and moſt populous City 
in Szaly, its great Commerce occaſioned the Envy of 
the neighbouring Common - wealths, particularly of 
Carthage, who were relolved to deſtroy it, if pot- 
ible. 

FOR this purpoſe, Am1icar their General, with 
an Army of two hundred thouſand Men, and five hun- 
dred Gallies, came to beſiege it both by Land and 
Sea, The Inhabitants of Himera, juitly alarmed, im- 
plored the Aſſiſtance of GeLon King of Syracu/e, a 
Monarch of Wiſdom, Honour, and Courage, and never 
ſiow in aſſiſting his Allies. But knowing his Forces 
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vnable to cope with thoſe of the Carthaginians, in a 
pitched Battle, contented himſelf with poſting them 
in firong Places; whence iſſuing out ſometimes, they 
did much miſchief to the Enemy, by deſtroying the 
Proviſions round about, and attacking thoſe who went 
to forrage, whom they often deſtroyed, leaving not a 
Man alive. But theſe Favours of Fortune were too in— 
conſiderable to provoke the Carthaginians to raiſe the 
Siege; and GELON was in the extremeit Dilteima in 
what manner to proceed, that he might be ſerviceable 
to his Friends; When Chance put ſomething in his 
power, which all his Valour could never have made 
him hope. 

AMILCAR ſent two Deputies with Diſpatches 
to Selucia, ordering the People of that City to fend 
him a Re-inforcement of Cavalry, to the number of 
10000, In a time by him preſcribed. Theſe Men 
falling into the hands of GzLox, put a Stratagem into 
his head, which he executed in this manner. He 
made the Deputies of AuiLcaR be ſhut up, and to 
carefully guarded, that it was impoſſible for them to in- 
form the Ca- tbaginiaus v hat had befallen them: and at 
the Time appointed by their General, equipped the 
Number he had ordcred, cf his beſt Cavalry, in the 
Arms and Livery of the Scluctans; and having given 
them ſccret Orders What to do, ſent them to the 
Camp of the Cartlaginians, accompanied by two pre- 
tended Deputies from the Selucians, with Letters 
teliifying how ready thoſe People were to obey the 
Commands of Amitcar. | 

THESE Deputics no ſooner arrived at the head of 
their Cavalry, than they were conducted to Amircas, 
who received them with open Arms, made them 
magnificent Preſents, aſſigned the moiſt convenient 
Quarters for the Troops they brought, and gave Or. 
ders they ſhould be turniiked with all things neccf- 
ſary. 

THUS did the beſt part cf GELox's Forces enter 
the Carthaginian Camp as Allies and I'riends: the next 
Pay after their Arrival, AuiLCAR erected an Altar near 
the Sea - ſide, and commanded a Sacrinet 2 ſolemn 
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Thankſgiving to NH TUNE for the ſafe Arrival of this 
ſeeming Aid. As he performed the Office of High 
Prieſt himſelf, the Straciſans taking the advantage of 
that moment, when the whole Army was difarmed, 
and at their Devotion, ſeized on the General, and put 
all the principal Officers who aſſiſted at the Sacritice to 
the Sword. While one Party were on this Expedition, 
the other ſet the Ships on fire; the Flame and Smoalx 
of which was the Signal for Gz Lox to advance, who, 
pouring with his Forces on the other fide of the 
Camp, made a moit terrible Slaughter among them. 
The People of Himera perceiving this Diſorder, and 
the Colours and Enſigns of the King of Syracy/e diſplayed 
in the midſt of their Enemies, ſallied out, and joined 
that Prince; who, wherever he paſled, ſpread De- 
ſolation round him. It was impoſſible for the Cartha- 
inians in this Confuſion, and not only encompaſſed, 
bar alſo mingled with their Enemies, to put them. 
ſelves in any poſture of Defence, the boldeſt among 
them now betook themſelves to flight ; but they were 
too cloſely purſued for many to eſcape. While theſe 
things were doing at Land, the Fleet of GELo de- 
ſtroyed all that the Flames had ſpared: never was 
there a more terrible Spectacle; never had the Car- 
thaginians ſuſtained ſo great a Loſs, ſince the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of their Republick. No lels than an hundred 
and fifty thouſand Men were cut to pieces, and vaſt 
Qrantitics of Ammunition and rich Baggage, became 
the Prey of the Victors. Thus did the City of Car- 
thage, ſo accuſtomed to the Smiles of Fortune, prove 
how little that fickle Goddeis is to be depended up- 
on: and thus did GELo deliver the People of Hime- 
"a from that imminent Danger which at that time 
tnreatned them. 

Fu O' this Action, faid FELICIA, has ſomething 
barbarous in it, I cannot be ſorry for the Puniſhment 
of the Carthaginians, I deteſt thule powerful proud 
People, who would have none happy but themſelves ; 
and whoſe Jealouly and Ambition are inceſſantly find- 
15 Pretences to diiturb the Peace of their Neigh- 
urs. 
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T am of your Opinion, reply'd FLORINx DA; methinks 
there is fomething very tyrannick in the Nature of 
thoſe People, who, having many Advantages over 
their Neighbours, cannot content themſelves with 
aiming at more, tho” it be the utter Ruin of thoſe who 
only deſire to enjoy peaceably their own. 

IF all the Rulers of the Earth thought in this man- 
ner, aid ALrnons0 ſmiling, Mankind would inſen— 
ſibly degenerate imo Cowardice and Indolence. Tis 
the Deſire of aggtandizing their Dominions, or preven- 
ting others from extending theirs too far, that excites a 
Love of Glory in the Heart, and gives Men an Oppor- 
tunity of ſignalizing themſelves, 

THAT is very true, ſaid [uL1Aa; but it ſeems 
ſtrange to me, that reaſonable Creatures, to whom 
Pity is inherent, can perform ſuch Actions, as have 
juſt now been related, in cold Blood. When Anger, 
indeed, inflames the Mind, I wonder not at any thing 
ſo violent a Paſſion may tranſport them to. 

NOTHING ui more blameable, charming Ju- 
L1A, interrupted URANIA, than thoſe Actions which are 
inſtigated by Anger ; of all the Emotions by which 
the Breaſt is agitated, I know none ſo dangerous as 
that: It violates Truth, triumphs over Juſtice, and 
deſtroys Reaſon: It breathes nothing but Hatred and 
Revenge, and inſpires only inhuman Projects. It was 
the ſaying of a great Philoſopher, that the Man who 
abandoned himſelf to Anger, would never execute 
any thing, of which he would not have cauſe to re- 

ne, 

"TT HE Emperor Tu EO DOs ius, continued ſhe, whole 
Merit and Valour raiſed him to the Throne, by the 
Adoption of GRAT1AN, in the Year of JEsUs CHRISOU 
378, was a Prince jultly eſteemed, wile and virtuous, a 
great General, victorious in War, amiable in Peace, 
and happy in both, However, this great Prince, ot 
whom the Hiſtorians make ſuch fine Eulogiums, had 
the Misfortune to ſuffer himſelf to be overcome by this 
Paſſion of Anger. But this Vice, for the moſt part 
the Author of Shame to thoſe that harbour it, ſerved 
but to encreaſe his Glory. 

HE 
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HE was returned in Triumph from his Victory 
over the Tyrant Maximin, and from the eſtabliſhing 
VALENTINIAN the Brother of GRATIAN onthe ern 
Throne, when he received News, that the Tal- 
nians had rebelled againit the Magiſtrates he had ſet 
over them, that they had ſpoken contemptuoully of hs 
ſupreme Authority, and ſtoned to death ſome of h's 
inferior Officers. 

A NInſolence ſuch as this was indeed ſufficient to 
exaſperate the mildeſt Nature; but this Emperor ſut— 
fered himſelf to be ſo far tranſported by i-, as to make 
a oemn Vow for the general Deſtruction of the whole 
City. To perform which, he went at the Head ef 
his Army to this unhappy Place : The Inhabitants, re- 
penting of their Fault, ſent Deputies to meet him, and 
implore Forgiveneſs; but the enraged Prince refuſed 
to hear them, and entered the City, without ſuffering 
them to pay him thoſe Honours which were his due; 
and the ſixth Day after his Arrival, having ordained 
publick Shows to be exhibited in the great Theatre, a 
vaſt Concourſe of People aſſembled themſelves to te 
SpeRators. Then the Emperor looking round, and 
finding this a proper time to execute his Vow, ſud- 
denly left the Place, and ordered his Soldiers to put 
them all to the Sword, which was immediately perform- 
ed, without the leaſt Diſt inction either of Sex or Age. 

H IS Rage thus fatiated, he paſſed thro' Milan in 
his Return to Italy; and going to the Chugch of St. 
Bas1L to pay his Devotion to that Saint, was met by 
St. Au B ROSE, Biſhop of that City, who ordered the 
Doors to be ſhut againſt him, and reproached him for 
the Barbarity he had uſed againſt one of the firſt Chri- 

ſtian Cities in the World; teiling him, his Crime was 
too great for him to hope ever to be admitted into the 
Temple of Ged, till he had done publick Penance, 

THE Emperor was at firſt ſurprized at the Bo!d- 
neis of St. AMBROSE ; but it opened his Eyes at the 
ame time, and obliged him to reflect on the Action he 
had been guilty of ; and he then acknowledged his 
Fault, made a publick Cenfeſſion of it at the foot of 
the Altar, and ſubmitted to the Penance __— 
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him by the Biſhop. What cou'd be more truly great 
than this Humility ? Mean Souls perſiſt in the Defence 
of Injuries; but thoſe that are truly heroick, Wwhen— 


ever they have failed, thro' the Weakneſs of Humanity, 


make it their greateſt Glory to acknowledge, and do- 
ail in their power to repair 3t. 
I have always, ſaid ORoynanes, conſidered this Ac- 


tion as the moſt noble Part of TutcoDosIUs's Life, and 


that it merits everlaſting Praiſes. He ſeems to me more 
great after his Fault, than in his Innocence, becaule it 
gave him an Opportunity of triumphing over that Va- 
n ty ſo common to all Men, but particularly io thoſe 
in Authority. 

St. Au B ROS˙, reſumed URANIA, who was perfect'y 
acquainted with the Humour of that Prince, to pre- 
vent his falling into the like Error, obliged him to 
make a Law, whereby the Execution of Death ſhould 
be deferred till thirty Days after the Sentence was gi- 
ven, to the end the Emperor might have time for Re- 
flection, and to make Rage ſubmit to Clemency. 

THIS Law was ſome Years after the Preſerva- 
tion of the City and Inhabitants of Antioch ; for they 
having rebelled againſt the Authority of the Emperor, 
and in the Inſolence of their Rage maſſacred all his 
Officers, and dragged through the Streets the Statue of 
the Empreſs PLaciLLaA, whom he tenderly loved, he 
ſwore to puniſh them in the moſt unheard of manner; 
to invent EW kinds of Tortures for the People, and 
to lay their City in Aſhes; and for this purpoſe went 
in perſon at the head of a puiſlant Army towards the 
Gates of this devoted City. 

BUT being arrived within a few Hours - Journey, 
an holy Hermit, call'd MacE DON Ius, preſented himieif 
before him, and having ſet forth the Mercies of God, 
whoſe Vicegerent he was on Earth, he told him that 
his Clemency ought to be no leis to thoſe beneath him, 
The Emperor lifined to him, and remembred the Law 
St. AMBROSE had prevailed on him to make; he ſuſ- 
pended his March, and ſaid, It is indeed true, that it 
would be prophane and unjuſt in me to deſtroy the Images 
of God, for that of a Woman. And fortifying himielf. 


In. 


; 
] 


== aA. OS tus — 


＋ 


0 


* THY 


(117) 
In this Sentiment, within thirty Days of his Judgment, 
he retracted it, was appealed, and ipared both the Ci- 
tizens and Inhabitants of Antioch. 

[ perceive, ſaid FELIC1a, that when a Perſon is 
greatly addicted to Anger or Rage, call it by which 
Name you pleaſe, he ought to have the ſame Degree 
of Goodneſs with this Emperor, to be enabled to mo- 
derate it. Not, but I muſt confeſs, the People both of 
Theſſulonia and Antioch merited very ſevere Puniſh- 
ments. 6 

THE greater was their Offence, reply'd Jur.1a, the 
greater Opportunity had Tyropos1vs to exerciſe that 
heavenly Attribute of forgiving: and if one may judge 
of this Emperor's Sentiments, when not over-{wayed 
by Paſſion, I believe he often wiſhed, he had ſhewn 
no more Rigour to The//ulonia, than he afterwards did, 


thro' the Admonition of the Hermit, to the City of 
Antiach. 


AS Juri had pronounced theſe Words, the News 
that Supper waited, obliged this agreeable Society to 
repair to the Hall, where they paſſed the Remainder of 
the Evening in Converſation ſomething more gay than 
the Entertainments of the Day had been.— Love and 
Joy were now the Subject of their Diſcourſe; and the 
Hours for Repoſe being arrived, they ſeparated in the 
Hopes of pailing the next Day in the ſame manner 
they had done the preceding ones. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


TAS H E Hour for going into the Ladies Apart- 

— . ment was no {ooner arrived, than ERAS“ 
Fi uus went into that of URANIA, to entreat 
that ſhe would engage the Company to 
MARS paſs that Day with FLORIN DA, Who had 
been wnaitzoird that Night, and was not in a Con— 
dition to quit her Chamber. This News alarmed U- 
K A NIA, and ſhe told ER ASMus, that ſhe was extremely 
ſorry that he had not ſent to wake her, to the end 


ſhe might have contributed, as much as was in here 


power, for the Eaſe of that dear Friend. But ER AS:“ 
uus reply'd, that her Ind iſpoſition was not conſiderable 
enough to give her that Diſturbance; and that it was 
only his own Tenderneſs, which making him fear the 
Air might be prejudicial to her, had exacted a Pro- 
miſe from her not to go out of her Chamber that 
Day. 
URANIA highly approved the Care of this tender 
Husband, and giving him her Hand to pals to CxLt- 
MENA's Apartment, they met that Lady with the reſt 
of the Company coming towards them. 

AS ſoon as this charming Society were informed of 
the Motive which with-held FLOFHIN DA, they ran to 


her with an Impatience, that tellify'd the Love and 
1 Eſteem 
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Eſteem they had for that deſerving Lady. Fer 1cta be- 
Ing attach'd to her, not only by Inclination, but by 
the neareſt Alliance, Ex Asus being Brother to her 
dear ORoPHANEs, had already prevented the Company; 
who found her with FLORIN Da, accompanied by 
THELAmonTr, OrRoPHaANEs, and ALPHONSO. 

WHEN FLrokrinpa faw them enter, ſhe wou'd 
have roſe from the Sofa, on which ſhe lay half re- 
ciined; but URANIA obliging her to continue in the 
Poſture ſhe was in, We come here, ſaid ſhe, only to 
engage you to take that Repoſe which is neceſſary for 
vou; and to delire your Apartment may ſerve us this 
Day inſtead of the Library, the Hall, and the Garden. 

HOW great ſoever the Pleaſure is I feel, ſaid Fo- 
RINDA, in having you always near me, I proteſt, I 
am very much aſhamed, that Exasmus has exacted 
this Proof of your Complaiſance. Give Trace to your 
Apologies and Compliments, interrupted Oxo HAN ES, 
and ſince your Indiſpoſition is not violent enough to 
render our Preſence incommodious; and as we can 
follow here, as well as any where elle, the Law we 
have eſtabliſhed, let us begin a Converſation more im- 
proving, and more conformable to the Friendſhip a- 
mong us, 

WITH theſe Words, he took upon him to place 
the Company, as he knew wou'd be agreeable to their 
Inclinations, every Husband by his Wiſe; and when 
they were ſeated, began, by a gay Turn of Wit, to 
oblige them to banith that Sadneſs their Apprehen- 
ſions for FLORIVDA had ſeized them with. 

WIE N he had done ſpeaking, CELEMENA willing 
to improve upon his Humour ot Gallantry after look- 
ing ſmiling round the Room, I find, ſaid ſhe, OR oyH a» 
NES takes the ſame Conſideration for the abſent, as for 
the preſent, and has ſuffered none of the Company to 
take up the Places of the Lovers of ARELISE and 81. 
VIANA. This Reflection, anſwered THELAMO NT, wou'd 
be a fine Criticiſm, if we were not perſuaded, that 
whatever you ſay, you, ſecretly approve the Order in 
which ORoPHANEsS has ranged us, 
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WITHOUT doubt I do, cry'd ſhe, and wiſh 


that AL CIP PE and Lis1MoNnD were here, to be Witneſſes 
of the charming Union that reigns here, and to follow 
ſo rare an Example. There is no need of that, ſaid 
FLORIN DA; their own Honour and Love, and the 
Perfections of their beautiful Ladies, will oblige them 
to conform to it. But, continued ſhe, AL IPE is 
unknown to us; and tho” I read in the Eyes of all the 
Company, that they believe with me, he is perfectly 
worthy of being dear to the beautiful AR ELISsE; me- 
thinks, we ought to be better acquainted with him. 
FLoRiNnDA is in the right, added JULIA ; and ſince A- 
KE ILS E has recounted to us the Adventures of S1iLv1- 
ANA, It belongs to SILVIANA to make us know thoſe 
of ARELISE. 

FOR my part, ſaid CamiLLa, with her accuſ- 
tomed Vivacity, I ſhall not eaſily excuſe being de- 
prived of fo much Pleaſure ; and that I may enjoy it 
fully, muſt make a kind of Contract with SiLvIaNa, 
that there may be no Abridgements in a Hiitory which 
I fancy mult be entertaining in all its Particulars. They 
all laugh'd at this Expreſſion of the amiable CamiLLa ; 
and AREL1SE, Willing to turn the Converſation, ſaid, 
there is nothing in my Lite ſufſiciently intereſting to 
be worthy of reciting : all my Adventures being boun- 
ded in confeſſing, that ALcieyE is the Name of him 
made choice on by my Family, to be my Hustand. 

MY dear AxEL1sE, cry'd SILviaNna, you cught 
not to expect I ſhould be more diſcreet than yourlelf ; 
ard tho) I know, that in the Recital deſired of me, 
there 1s nothing conſiderable enough to form a Hiſtory, 
ſuch as the beautiful Camilia withes to hear; yet I 
will not deny, but there are Paſſages, which, for 
their Singu/arity, are worthy of being recounted. And, 
ſince I have an Opportunity of revenging myte:f for 
the Repetition you made of my Weakneſs to this 
Company, you mult not imagine I ſhall neglect it. 
Know then, continued ſhe, without giving tne other 
time to reply, that, | 

THE Father of AREL1sE is called AR MOND; he is 
of the ancient Nobility, very rich, and every way 

worthy 


4 


(131) 


worthy of his Birth and Treaſures. He had no other 
Child than Ax ELIs E, by a Marriage which he con- 
tracted with a Maid of Quality, who died ſoon after 
the Birth of her Daughter. AR MON D, who wou'd ne- 
ver enter into a ſecond Engagement, gave all his Cares 
to the Education of this young Beauty ; following the 
cuſtom of thoſe of his Condition. He put her into 
a Convent for the firſt Years of her Life; not but he 
had a Siſter in whom he might have confided, M- 
RINA, being a Lady of unſpotted Virtue, and diitin- 
guiſh'd Merit; but ſhe was at that time at a great di- 
ſtance from Peris, and he could not reſolve, to tend this 
Darling of his Heart ſo for from him. 

SHE was no {oner arrived at thoſe Years, in which 
Reaſon begins to ſhew itſelf, than her Inclination be- 
gan to turn entirely on the Study of the Sciences; 
in Which ſhe made a Progreſs very ſurprizing for one 
of her Sex. We all are ſenſible, Knowledge is not to 
be acquired amidſt the Noiſe and Hurry of the World; 
and the great Deſire AREL15E bad to become 2 perfect 
Miſtreſs of all ſhe had, what they call, a ſmattering of, 
made her extremely pleaſed with a Retirement, Which 
ſo much favour'd her Acquiſition. Her Father made 
her the Offer of removing teveral times, but in vain; 
and he began to fear, ſhe was too much in love 
with Solitude to be prevailed with to quit it at all, 
MerntNna was now return'd to Paris, was a Widow, 
and entirely Miſtreſs of herſelf. She deſired nothing 
more than to have the young Ax ELISE with her; but 
ſhe ſtill preferr'd her darling Cloiſter, to all the En- 
joy ments of Life. This made all her Friends imagine 
that ſhe was one of thoſe, who we may call Enthu- 
ſiaſts; and who ſuppoſe there is no Security for a 
better Life, but by going through the moſt ſevere 
Mortification and Self-denial in this. 

BUT ARELIs t being in her fifteenth Year, and aſ- 
ſuring them, ſhe had no Inclination for a religious Lite, 
and only deſired to ſtay in the Convent 'till the had at- 
tained a more perfect Knowledge of what ſhe had been 
learning, they conſented to it. 
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ME R TINA viſited her often, and I accompanied her 
wherever ſhe went, having been bred under the care of 
that Lady from the Death of my Mother, which hap- 
pened in my Infancy. AR ELISsE was pleaſed to think, 
1 had ſomething in me worthy of her Friendſhip, and 
J conceived the moſt tender one for her; which, far 
from diminiſhing by any of thoſe little piques, that of- 
te happen between Perſons of our Age and Sex, grew 
the more confirmed, the longer we were acquainted ; 
and I regretted nothing, but that her Paſſion tor Study 
wou'd not permit me to enjoy, ſo often as I deſired, the 
Happineſs of her Company. 

ARMOND looked upon her with the extremeſt 
Pleaſure. She was his only Child, young, rich, 
beautiful, and learned, and in every thing ſuch as might 
make him hope, ſhe wou'd add Honour to his Family, 
by an illuſtrious Match, 

THESE Sentiments made him reſolve to chuſe a 
Huſband for her. There were already many who 
ſeemed ambitious of that Title; her Birth, Beauty, 
Wealth, and the Fame of her Perfections, attracted 
every Day ſome new Pretender. ArMmonp liſtned to 
their Offers; but the ancient Friendſhip between him 
and a Gentleman named CEr1oN, influenced him be- 
yond all that could be ſaid to him in favour of any o- 
ther. | 

CELION was of a Condition equal to his own, 
and had only one Son, who, after having received ſuch 
Education, as young Noblemen ordinarily have, was 
gone on his Travels. AR MOND knew, that the young 
CEL10N had in his Perſon and Mind, all the Requiſites 
to pleaſe; he therefore heſitated not long, but with- 
out any Ceremony, diſcovered his Deſign to his old 
Friend ; who, charmed with the Thought of uniting 

his Family with that of a Perſon ſo dear to him, ac- 
cepted his Propoſal with an Infinity of Joy; and that 
moment wrote to his Son, to put an end to his Tra- 


vels, and haſten home to receive a Wife from his hand, 


who had all the Perfections of her Sex. 
THE Affair was no ſooner agreed between them, 
than Ax MOND went to the Convent, and declared to 
ARELISE 
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ArteL1st what he had done for her, and withal told 
her, ſhe muſt, now leave the Convent, to accuſtom 
herſelf a little to the Air and Behaviour of the great 
World. 7 

ARELISE, who, tho' ſhe wanted not Vivacity, 
had from her moſt tender Years an incomparable So- 
lidity of Judgment, cou'd not think without pain on 
being married to a Man, whoſe Perſon and Character 
were unknown to her. She looked on a Hymer, who 
Preſented himſelf to her in that faſhion, only as the 
Forerunner of innumerable Ills: and after having pau- 
ſed a while, told her Father, that ſhe was ready to obey 
his Commands, in quitting the Convent, or any thing 
elſe in her power ; but entreated, he wou'd not be too 
haſty in diſpoſing of her for ever She ſaid, it 
was neceſſary to know, if the Perſon he had made 
choice of, might think her worthy his AﬀeCtions, and 
that ſhe might be able to gueſs, whether there was 
any thing of that Sympathy between them, which can 
only unite Hearts: and then painted out to him, in the 
moſt lively Colours, the unhappy State of two Perſons, 
whoſe Hands are joined only by the Will of their 
Parents, and have for each other no more than a cold 
Indifference. 

ARMOND was charm'd with her good Reaſoning, 
but as he thought young CELION was worthy of every 
thing, he did not ſeem much to reliſh the Scruples ſhe 
raiſed concerning him ; and having told her, that his 
Word was paſs'd, and that ſhe muit expect he would 
perform it, as ſoon as CELIOx ſhould arrive, quitted 
her, with a Command to prepare for her Departure from 
the Convent the next Day. 

IN fine, MRIN A, to whom ArRmonD had com- 
municated his Intentions, went the following day to 
the Convent, and brought her to her own Houle, where 
ſhe was to remain till her Marriage. 

I will not go about to expreſs the pleaſure we had 
in being together, nor the Praiſes her Wit and Beauty 
exacted from as many as ſaw her; the Knowledge you 
have of the perfect Friendſhip between us, will ſufficient- 
ly inform you of the one, and I will ſpare her Modeſly on 
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the other Article; deſigning to be more free with it 
in things of greater Importance. Old CELiox was in- 
chanted with ner Perſon and Behaviour, and made love 
for his Son, in ſo agreeable a manner, that I, a thou- 
{and times, have been ſurprized at the ill Eumour AR E- 
LISE always appear'd in, when he entertzined her on 
that Subject: but ſhe had taken ſo trong an Averſlon to 
this Engagement, that it threw her into a Melancholy, 
which made us tremble for her Health. 

ME RINA4, no had never ſeen the young CElion, 
cou'd not entirely blame the Fears cf AREL1sE& for find- 
ing him not amiable, However, ſhe laboured all ſhe 
cou'd to conquer this Repugnance in her, but in vain, 
ARrELI1sE diſcover'd to me all her Sentiments, and in- 
ce ſlantly entertained me with the Grief ſhe was in, on 
reflecting that ſhe mult paſs all at once from a Life 
happy and tranquil, into the Arms of a Man ſhe knew 
not, cou'd never love, and, perhaps, might be as little 
beloved by. 

WHILE ſhe was taken up with theſe perplexing 
Ideas, old CE Lilo received an Anſwer from his Son; 
in which he told him, he wou'd prepare to obey him; 
but that the Marriage he had mentioned, in his Opi- 
nion demanded more ſerious Reflections and that 
he hoped, he wou'd not make uſe of his Authority, 
to enforce his Inclinations in a Matter of ſuch mo- 
ment. 

THIS Letter was not coinmunicated but to the Fa- 
ther of Ax ELIsE and ME&iNz; the latter, however, 
thinking it would alleviate her Afflictions to hear the 
Marriage might not be ſoon ſolemnized, as ſhe had feared, 
by reaſon young CELIOx teſtify'd as little Impatience for 
it as herſelf, made no Secret of it to her. 8 

ARELISE was, indeed, extremely pleaſed at this 
News ;- but at the {ſame time conceived a greater Averhon 
than ever for her intended Spouſe: ſhe imagin'd, that 
he had ſomevrhere 1ecn her, before he went to travel, 
and that it was his Diſlike of ber Perſon, rather than 
his Indifference for Marriage in general, that had made 
aim expreis himſelf in that manner; and this Thought 
gung io poignant an Alarm to her Pride, that ſhe re- 
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ſolved to make uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to brealz this 
Engagement before his Arrival. 

SOME Days after this Letter, an Affair of very 
great Importance, relating to MENISA“s Eitate, obliged 
her to go twenty Leagues from Pai. As ſhe cou'd not 
diſpenſe with this Journey, ſhe deſired Armoxnny to 
permit his Daughter to accompany her, as Ct1l1on 
cou'd not be expected till after the time ſhe propoſed 
to ſtay in the Country; telling him, ſhe hoped the Di— 
verſions ſhe wou'd find in that Place, wou'd re{tore ker 
Health, alleviate her Sadneſs, and, perhaps, render 
her more ſubmiſſive to his Will at her Return, 

ARMOND, to whom the XIelancholy of his 

Daughter began to be a little diſpleaſing, and who was 
reſolved not to change his Reſolution as to her Mar- 
riage, conſented to the Requelt of his Siiler; and we 
all three left Paris in a Situation of Mind perfectly a- 
greeable: Ax ELIs E, becauſe ſlie thou'd now be eaſed 
of the Vexation it gave her to hear the Name of Ce - 
Lion; myſelf, becauſe the Change of Place, and Va- 
riety of Company was conformab'e to my Humour; aud 
MIRA, becauſe of the Pleaſure ſhe procured us. 

THE News of her Arrival at her Country Seat was 
no ſooner ſpread abroad, than ali the neighbouring 
Nobility and Country came to viſit her: among the 
Number of the latter, was a Gentleman, whom fle 
had known a long time, and greatly elieem'd. He 
had a Son lately returned from the Army, whom he 
preſented to us, and a Friend of his named ALciype, 
of whom he gave the higheſt Character. 

BUT there needed net much Eloquence to per- 
ſuade us of his Merit; ALciyPe is one of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who, at firſt ſight, prejudice the Heart with a 
ſecret Eſteem: there is ſomewhat in his Face, his 


Shape, and Air, which is not to be delcribed ; and 
tho' he has the fineſt Features, the beſt-turn'd Limbs, 
and moſt graceful Mien, that out of this Aſſembly was 
ever ſeen, yet his Behaviour is more ſtriking than them all. 
With all this he is extremely learned, without affecting 
to appear ſo—has a ſparkling Genius, and a manner of 
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Addreſs, which engages your Attention to what he is 
about to ſay, before he utters it. 

THIS Arc, ſuch as 1 have painted him, at- 
tracted all our Eyes. I was charmed with him. 
As for ArEL1sr, ſhe was unable, while he was in 
the Room, to look on any other Object —her 
Heart at once confeſs'd his Power of pleaſing, and grew 
more rebe!1ious than ever againſt the Inclination her Fa- 
ther wifh'd ſhe ſhould be inſpired with. But if the beau- 
tiful ARELIsE was ſo ſenſible of the Merit of ALcie- 
PE, ALCIPPE was no leſs ſtruck with the Charms of 
ARELI15E her Beauty ſurprized him, her Wit 
turned him all to Admiration; and three Hours Con- 
verſation ſerved to fix in his mind the moſt violent Paſ- 
ſion that ever was. As I was entirely free from any A- 
gitations of my own at that time, I had leiſure to ob- 
terve theirs, and was immediately Miſtreſs of the Se- 
crets of both their Hearts. 

THIS Viſit was followed by ſeveral others on the 
part of AL CIE, who having been once introduced, 
did not always wait for his Friend, to give himſelf the 
Satisfaction of coming to our Houle. M. RINA, as well 
for his own Merit, as for having been recommended 
by the old Gentleman, always received him with the 
greateſt Marks of Civility and Eſteem. However, tho? 
the Paſſion of ALciyye was as great as cou'd be con- 
ceived by any Heart, he forbore giving any Teſtimo- 
nies of it but by his Eyes: And when I preſſed Ar E- 
LISE to let me know her Sentiments concerning this 
charming Stranger, ſhe only ſaid, I wiſh the Perſon 
they wou'd have me marry had the ſame Merit. Nor 
cou'd I ever draw any farther Confeſſion from her 
Mouth. 

MERINAs Affairs detained her longer than ſhe 
had expected ; we had already paſs'd a Month there, 
and they were not terminated. AR ELISs E rejoiced at 
this Delay, and the Diverſion I took in beholding theſe 
Lovers, who, in ſpite of themſelves, diſcovered every 
moment a mutual Flame, hindered me from being 
lorry. 
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THEY were now become intimate A cquaintance, 
not a day paſs'd without his entertaining us either at 


home, or in a fine Walk near the Houle; they found 


every moment ſome new Charm to encreaſe the Paſſion 
they had for each other; and yet all this without ſpeak- 
ing one Word, but ſuch as Perſons the leaſt intereſted 
wou'd have uttered. 

AS AR ELIs E has ſince confeſs'd, ſhe was not a little 
2 that ſhe knew no more of this Charmer of 

er Soul, than that he was a Man of Condition; and 
wondered, that in all the Diſcourſe he entertained her 
with, he never mention'd one Word, of his Family. 
But my Curioſity was more alert, tho* my Concern 
was leſs; and one day being alone with the old Gen- 
tleman, who had firſt brought him acquainted with 
us, I entreated him to inform me of all he knew of 
ALCIPPE. 

MADAM, anſwered he, the Secrets of our Friends 
are no part of our Property : nor can we diſpoſe of 
them without a Crime. Forgive me therefore, that [ 
declare not that of AL ciypE———— all that is permitted 
me to reveal is, that he is a Man of Quality, that he 
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at a much greater diſtance. — An Affair of the 
utmoſt Importance to him, compels him to behave in 
this manner; and as I am intimate with his Father, I 
ſhall very ſhortly take a Journey to Paris, in order to 
Prepare the way for the good Reception of ALcieye. 
THIS Diſcourſe, inſtead of ſatisfying, made me 
yet more unquiet ; I could not imagine what Intrigue, 
diſagreeable to the Family of ALciyye, ſhould make 
him ſtand in need of a Mediator, and cou'd think on 
nothing, but that he was privately married to a Perſon 
he cou'd not hope they wou'd approve. I trembled 
now for AREL1sE, yet cou'd not avoid communicating 
my Suſpicions to her. She was greatly aſtoniſh'd, and 
a viſible Trouble overſpread her Face, while I was 
talking to her; I know not, how far this might have 
obliged her to own her ſecret Inclinations to me, had 
not an Accident, then undream'd of, render'd that Con- 
fidence unneceſlary. 
THE 
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THE next day after we had this Converſation, 
Ar cippf came to viſit us as uſual, and finding no body 
in the Parlour, but AR ELISE and myſelf, he threw 
himſelf, the moment of his Entrance, at the Feet of 
AR ELISEH; and looking on her with an Air of mingled 
Tenderneſs and Deſpair, MERIVA, ſaid he, has juſt now 
told me News, which is the Sentence of my Death. 
They would marry you, Oh beautiful Ax ELISE! and 
the unfortunate ALciyPEt muſt never ſee you in the fineſt 
City in the World, but in the Arms of a Huſband. 

FOR, in fine, continued he, without giving her 
time to interrupt him, I can no longer conceal from 


you, that J adpre you; and ſince in loſing you, I am 


aſſured I loſe my Life, I cannot leave the World with- 
out letting you know the Paſſion you have inſpired me 
With. 

ARELISE was fo much ſurpriſed at this Decla- 
ration, that ſhe had not power toreply to it for a con- 
ſiderable time; but at length recollecting herſelf, Since, 
faid ſhe, you have been told of the Engagements I am 
under, you ought to have ſpar'd a Confeſſion, which 


I can look on as no other than as a double Afﬀront, 
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and leſs preſuming; and the State, which you ſay I am 
about to enter into, ſhou'd, methinks, have obliged you 
to an Eternal Silence. 

I expetted a no 1:5 cruel Anſwer, reſumed Ar cip- 
PF, With an Agony which no falle Love cou'd coun- 
terfeit: I came not hither in the hope you wou'd ap- 
prove my Flame, which, but for the dreadful Shock 
it has juſt now received from the Mouth of MERINA, 
ſhould not have been reveal'd to you, but by thoſe who 
have the Power of diſpoſing you but in the 
certainty of loſing you, nothing is left for me to wiſh or 
fear; and the only Favour I implore, is Permiſſion to 
die at your Feet. 

LOVE, Grief, and Confuſion, were fo truly im- 
printed on his Face, and he appeared fo full of Charms 
In this pity-moving State, that AREL1sE muſt have been 
much leis prepoſleſs'd than ſhe was in his favour, not 
to 


( 129 ) 


to be touch'd with what he faid. Alas! ſaid ſhe, you 
are not unhappy alone, I follow not the dictates of my 
Duty, but with the moſt painful Reluctance.- - 
I know not him, who is deitin'd to be my Huſband, 
have never ſeen him, and Love has not the leatt part in 
my Engagement. 

OH, Heaven! cry'd ALciyer, what a Conformity 
there is between our Fates! I am not here, but to a- 
void entring into an Engagement, my Father has for- 
mea for me, without coniulting my Heart. I 
never ſaw the Lady they would have me marry; 1 
have not yet ſo much as heard her Name nor 
was it the Impreſſion of any other Charms, which 
rendered this Unjen diſagrecable. L lived without 
any Attachmenill I ſaw your Beauties, but the ſole 
Regret I found in myſelf, to paſs my whole Life with 
a Perſon wholly unknown to me, till the moment I was 
to give my Hand. But now, continued he, now 
judge how odious mult be thoſe Apprehenſions; when I 
have ſeen, convers'd and fill'd my Heart with the molt 
adorable Object in the World. No, added he 
with Tranſport, no, CELIO R, never hope, that your 
Son, unable to poſſels the incomvarable ARELISE, will 
ever give him elf to another. 

GOOD God! cry'd we both out at the ſame time, 
What ſay you, AL cIr PE? What! added AR E LIST, 
with an Aitoniſhment which nothing cou'd equal, is 
ALC1PPE the Son of CELION ? 

YES, Madam, reply'd he, with a trembling Voice, 
not knowing to what Cauſe to attribute our Surprize, 
is CELIO N of your Acquaintance? Ah! my dear AL- 
C1IPPE, reſumed ihe, giving him her land, I can now, 
without a Crime, confeſs, is only you | can be made to 
love. 

THESE Words, fo little expeded, and fo full of 
Tenderneſs, made the traniported Aer immedi— 
ately conceive the Truth: and kiſſing a thouſand times 
the Hand ſhe had ſtretch'd out to him, Can it be poſ- 
ſible, my charming ARELISE, {aid he, that ou are the 
Object, I believed ſo injurious to my Wiſhes? And 
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am I the happy Man, to whom they wou'd ſacrifice 
ou? 

ARELISE was too much taken up with Joy and 
Wonder to be able to ſpeak ; and I was obliged to 
inform ALI of all I have been recounting to you. 
He afterwards told us, that he had no ſooner received 
the Letter from his Father, than he took Poſt, and 
came directly to the Houſe of that Gentleman, with 
whom we ſaw him firſt, in hope that old Friend might 
prevail on CEL1oNn not to precipitate a Marriage, for 
which he had not the leaſt Inclination, and to permit 
him to live without any Engagement of that kind, 
till Love, and the Character of the Perſon he ſhould 
marry, had given the neceſſary Preparations to his 
Heart. 

ALCTIPPE finiſh'd his Recital juſt as ME RINA 
entered the Room with the Gentleman he had been 
ſpeaking of. The Situation they found us in, extreme- 
ly ſurprized them; AREL1sE, who, at this Accident 
cou'd not reſtrain Tears of Joy and Tenderneſs from fal- 
ling from her Eyes, had a Handkerchief before her Face. 
ALciepEe was embracing her Knees, and kiſſing her 
Hands, with all the Demonſtrations of an unutterable 
and immoderate Extaſy; myſelf, with the Remains 
of a pleaſed Aſtoniſnment on my Face, a filent Wit- 
neſs of their mutual Tranſports. This Scene altogether 
appeared ſo ſtrange to both the Spectators, that they 
ſtood for ſome moments contemplating it without 
ſpeaking ; at laſt, S1Lviana! ſaid Merixna to me, 
what has happened? The moſt unexpected and moſt 


charming of all the Adventures in the World, Madam, 


anſwer'd J. Theſe Words, making ALciyye and 
AREL1SE turn their Eyes that way, they both roſe 
ſuddenly from the poſture they were in. ALC1PPE-ran 
like a Man quite beſide himſelf to his Friend, and 
caught him in his Arms, where he held him in the 
moſt ſtrenuous Embrace, without having the power of 
uttering one Word; tho' none that ever liv'd expreſſed 
kimſe!t with more eaſe, or a better Grace, on any o- 
ther occaſion. And AREL1ss withdrew to her Cloſet, 
to conceal the Emotions with which ſhe was —_— : 
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ſo that there remained only myſelf to explain to Me- 
RINA the Motives of what ſhe ſaw. 

I gave her as exact an Account as was poſſible in a 
few Words, being willing to put an end to the Pain 
an unſatisfy'd Curioſity mult give her; and alſo to leave 
to the Lovers the pleaſure of acquainting her with 
the Particulars. Never was a Joy more perfe&t and 
ſincere than what this virtuous Lady felt, at being in- 
formed of this Adventure. She embraced AL IPE a 
thouſand times, and as often bleſſed the moment in 
which ſhe came into the Country. The old Gen- 
tleman was no leſs charmed, and congratulated his 
Friend in terms, which teſtify'd how dear his Happineſs 
was to him: after this, we ran all together to the Ca- 
binet of AxEL1sE, who cou'd not ſee us without being 
cover'd with Bluſhes ; but the worthy MERIVA ha- 
ving convinced her of the Contentment this Diſcovery 
had given her, nothing now was talk'd of, but the 
unforeſeen ways by which Providence conducts to Hap- 
pineſs, thoſe whom it vouchſafes to favour, 

MERINA wrote immediately to her Brother, and 
encloſed a Letter ALciPPE wrote to him, and another 
to CEL10ON : and you may judge of the Satisfaction theſe 
two Friends felt, in having every thing fall out fo 
much to their wiſh, MERINA, who would not be 
the Cauſe of delaying Nuptials, ſo much long'd for b 
all Parties, left the care of her Affairs to a F als 
and ſet out with us from Paris, where we arrived with 
Sentiments very different from thoſe with which we had 


OUR Lovers, equally charmed one with the other, 
and growing every day more dear, waited for the Ce- 
lebration of thoſe Rites, which ſhould unite them for 
ever, with a viſible Impatience on. one ſide, and per- 
haps a ſecret Propenſity on the other; when the Fa- 
ther of ARKELIsE was ſeiz'd with a violent Fever, 
which deprived her of him in three days. His Death 
gave a 1ad Interval to their Delights and Expectations. 
Not all the Paſſion ArtLIsE was poſleſs'd of, cou'd 
tfan ſport her to violate the Decorum ſhe owed to the 
Memory of ſo dear a Parent; and ſhe told AL IPE, he 
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muſt not hope, ſhe would fulfil her Engagement with 
him, till the full time of her Mourning was expired: 
and tho' he looked on this Delay as the ſevereſt Morti- 
fication cou'd have befallen him, he was too ſubmiſ- 
ſive not to conform to it. This Year has ſerved to make 
them know each other yet better; and to cement their 
Hearts more firmly by the Conftancy, the Aſſidu- 
ity, and the Tenderneſs of both their Behaviours. It 
has now been expired three Weeks; but MERINA be- 
ing abſent, Al ci and Lis1monD are gone to her, 
in order to entreat her Return, and to prevail on her, 
that both the Nuptials may be celebrated the ſame Day. 


SILVIANA having ceaſed ſpeaking, all the Com- 
pany manifeited the pleaſure they took 1n the Recital 
ſhe had given them. URANIA, and her Friends, ten- 
derly embraced AREL1sE, and congratulated her on her 
approaching Felicity ; and that beautiful Lady, in re- 
turning their Careſſes, loſt the Confuſion ſhe had been 
in during the Diſcourſeof Si VAN A. We ſhould have 
been ext:emely ſorry, ſaid ThELamonrT, to have been 
depiived of the Pleaſure this little Hiſtory has afforded 
us; and the Intereſt URANIA, and all of us take in what 
concerns you, deſerves this Mark of your Confidence. 

T affure you, anſwer'd ſhe ſmiling, I intended to have 
defired CELIMENA to inform you of all this, after my 
Departure; tho' I cou'd not reſolve to conſent to it, 
while I was preſent; and 8S1LVIANA has been guilty of 
a kind of Treaſon to me in doing it, which J ſhall not 
very eaſily forgive. 

WE muſt all” take her part againſt you, ſaid Ox- 
SAMES, having only done it in compliance with our Re- 
queſt, and to augment that perfect Eſteem you have 
inſpir'd us with. The Diſcovery of ALciyye, inter- 
rupted Cu UL A, is very fingular and delightful ; and I 
could not help wiſhing, it might happen ſo all the time 
SILVIANA was ſpeaking. 

YOURS, with your dear AlrnON SIN A, anſwered 
FLokIN PDA, was not leſs intereſting ; and, I am per- 
ſuaded, that of ALciees brought it into your Mind 
more than once. Nothing is more certain, added 
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ER Asus; the Looks they caſt on one another, while 
S1LVIANA Vas relating that part of the Story, leave us 
no room to doubt 1t, 

THIS Raillery was for ſome time the Subject of 
their Converſation, *till being told Dinner was ready, 
URANIA ordered it ſhould be brought into FLO AIR DA's 
Apartment. As this amiavle Society never entertained 
each other with any Diſcourſe, but on general mat- 
ters before the Servants, the Table was no ſooner ta- 
ken away, than CELIMENA began to ſpeak in this 
manner. 

TH O' I were enjoined Silence as a Penance, ſaid 
ſhe, I cou'd not keep myſelf from praiſing the faſhion 
in which we live here, nor from remarking to $1Lv1- 
ANA and AREL1+z one thing, which is to me the moſt 
agreeable of all. It is, continued ſhe, that every thing 
recited here 15 accompanied with the Charms of No- 
velty ; and tho' one has heard the ſame Stories never 
ſo often, they are told in ſuch a manner as to perſuade one, 
that one knew nothing of them before. 

NOTHING canbe a greater Complement to us 
than this Remark, reply'd URANIA; and we ought to 
think ourſelves very happy, if, in the time, you have 
honoured us with your Preſence, you have found no rea- 
ſon to repent your Goodneſs. 

AS for my part, ſaid Camilra, with the moſt 
charming Sprightlineſs, I am not among the number of 
thoſe to whom this Praiſe is addreſſed. I liſten with 
pleaſure to all I hear {aid, and endeavour to improve by 
it: but freely confeſs, 1 have not a Fund of Reading 
{ſufficient to enable me to be one of the Speakers. 

GREAT Reading, anſwered ALP40x$0, does not 
always furniſh out Diſcourſes, ſuch as CELIMENA 
means. I believe, a Man, who contents himſcif with 
reporting Facts juſt as he has found them, will give but 
a dull Entertainment to his Hearers; and if they ſwell 
to any length, rather fatigue than pleaſe. 

THIS is a 'I'ruth, which every day gives us ſome 
experience of, {aid THELA ON; it is not by the much 
Reading, but the good uſe of it, that we can render 
it either profitable to ourſelves, or agreeable to _ 
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All Men, who apply themſelves to Study, and hope to 
draw any advantage from their Labours, ſhould make 
choice of the belt Authors, read them with Attention, 
and many times over; then reflect and meditate on 
what they have read ; and when they have made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the whole, range each different Sub- 
Jet apart in the Memory, to avoid the Confuſion of 
mingled Ideas. This Method, with the help of a 

ood Genius, for without that nothing can ſucceed, 
will, without all queſtion, render every thing they ſay, 
or write, capable of doing Service to the World, and 
Honour to themielves. 

A good Painter fetches his Colours from every Quar- 
ter of the World; he grounds them fine; he firit ſe- 
parates, then mingles them; gives them the Shadows 
proper to expreſs the Subject he has form'd in his Idea; 
and then takes his Pencil, and falls to work. Art is ſo 
well ſeconded by his happy Genius, that he paints the 
very Mind and Sentiments, as well as Features, gives a 
Soul to every Figure; and makes the Piece ſo lively, 
and ſo perfect, that it becomes the Admiration of all 
Ages. 

5TiS thus a Man of Wit ſhou'd do with Matters on 
which he would ſpeak, or write. Reading ſhou'd fur- 
niſh him with Subject, Education with Words, and In- 
vention with an agreeable Variety; and even the Paſ- 
ſions muſt not be left out, becauſe they ſerve to illuſtrate, 
and give a force and energy to his Diſcourſe. 

SOME People imagine, that to repeat what has 
been well ſaid by another, is ſufficient to pleaſe ; and fo it 
is to thoſe unacquainted with it before: but to others, 
he will appear no better than a Plagiary. lt is the 
Art of giving a different Turn to the ſame Story, adding 
ſuch Particulars, as may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have 
happened, and diminiſhing ſuch as ſerve neither to a- 
muſe nor inſtru and diverſifying the Manner, 


tho' ſtill adhering ſtrictly to the Truth, that muſt make 
one liſten with any pleaſure or attention, to an Adven- 


ture one has already been acquainted with, 
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EVERY thing has been treated on, but the diffe- 
rent ways of treating the ſame Subject are exhauſtleſs. 
A Man, who makes the right uſe of his Reading, 
will improve on every thing ; form new Maxims, and 
Precepts, on the Maxims and Precepts of others; and 
by ingrafting his own Cions on the Trees of the An- 
cients, give the Field of Learning a new and more 
beautiful Proſpect; whence he, at any time, may gather 
Ornaments for his Diſcourſe. 

T HIS Inſtruction, ſaid Orsames, is as uſeful as 
agreeable, eſpecially from the Mouth of a Perſon, whoſe 
own Converſation is a Proof of what he ſays. Tis 


true, added ERASAus, that if every one read in the 


manner 'THELAamoNnT directs, the Mind wou'd be more 
embelliſh'd, the Memory leſs charged, and the Pro- 
ductions more agreeable. *'Tis eaſy to ſee, interrupted 
Juri, that ThELamonT has practiſed himſelf, this 
admirable Leſſon he gives to others. 

O ROPHANES finding they were preparing to 
make the Modeſty of his Friend ſuffer by their Prai- 
ſes, hindered JuL1a from proceeding, by telling the 
Company, that ſince they could not walk, they ought at 
leaſt not to deny themſelves the Proſpe& of the Terraſs, 
ſince that Apartment had the full Command of it ; and 
FLoRIinpa had aſſured them, it would be no way in- 
commodious to her. On which they opened the Doors 
of a large Balcony, that overlook'd the Gardens and the 


River beyond them. At the ſight of this laſt Object, 


CamMlLLa cry'd out with a more than ordinary Viva- 
city, I cannot comprehend why that Element, that is 
ſo vaſt, ſo rich, and ſo formidable, has not its Monarchs 
as well as the Land; and why Men have not endea- 
voured to appropriate the Seas, as they dothe Kingdoms 
and Sovereignties. 

THIS Reflection of CamiLlLa's made all the Com- 
pany laugh, but ALPyHoNnso0, who very well knew, 
that his amiable Spouſe had not made it without de- 
ſign. The Sca, anſwered he, is common to all Men ; 
the Art of Navigation havin 2 birth to Com- 
merce, by the means of which ſeveral Kingdoms and 
Republicks, the leaſt conſiderable in their Origins 
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have become, in proceſs of time, ſtrong enough to 
cope with the molt opulent Monarchs, and often toover- 
come them. In fine, my dear CamiLLa, to anſwer to 
your Queſtion, one muſt ſay, the Empire of the Sea 
always appertains to the moit powerful on that Ele- 
ment. 
I T is true, ſaid TyuELAMONT, that maritime For- 
ces are the beſt Security of a State; and whoever is Maſ- 
ter of the Sea, may, without much difficulty, be- 
come ſo of the Land. It is therefore neceſſary for 
Sovereign Princes to Keep up a naval Strength, ſuf- 
ficient to deter their Enemies from a too near Approach. 
Ambition too, as well as Safety, methinks, ſhould 
prompt all Monarchs to propagate their Power this 
way : what great things may be brought about by a 
powerful Fleet, very early Experience informs us. 
We need but look back, and tee to what a height of 
Grandeur the Greeks arrived, merely by the help of their 
Marines. 

BEFORE them, added Ox Oo PHAN ES, the A/jri- 
ans, the Indians, the Perſians, and the Egyptians attri- 
buted to themſelves the Empire of the Sea: and ſince, the 
Carthaginians, the Romans, and ſeveral leſſer States. 

YES, reſumed THELAMONT, all theſe People have 
pretended to appropriate this Sovereignty, according as 
they found themſelves more ſtrong by Sea than their 
Neighbours. But I think the Greeks boaſt of a Title 
more authentic, tho* leſs eſſential, which is the Right 
of Inheritance and Elderſhip, They ſay that NE PTV NE, 
a Grecian, firſt invented the Art of Navigation; and 
that King SaTURN his Father, gave him the Command 
of his naval Forces, in which Poſt he acquitted himſelf 
with ſuch Glory, that Poſterity built "Temples to his Name, 
erected Altars, and ſacrificed to him, regarding him as 
the God ofthe Sea; and that Mixos, his Nephew, the 
Son of Tu>!TER, Who was the Brother of NepTUNE, 
by right of Succeſſion, as well as by the great things he 
did, aſter him was in poſſeſſion of the Sovereignty. 

HOWEVER that be, it 1s certain, that the Sy- 
rians, the Egy/tians, the Rhod;ans, thoſe of Cyprus, and 
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of Phenicia, have paſſed for the molt valiant, and moſt 
experienced in the Art of Navigaticn ; they exten- 
ded their Commerce into the tarthelt Parts of Alia, 
and into Africk and Europe, where they eſtabliſhed 
Colonies, and founded great Cities; ſome cf which 
are remaining to this day. As to what regards the 
Greeks, it is proved by I yucypipts and LiBanivs, 
that the Corinthians were the firit among them that 
had Veſſels fit for War; that Amixocr Es of Corinth, 
built four for the Samiars, and that the firſt Naval 
Fight in the Grecian Seas, was betwixt thoſe of Sa- 
mos and the Corcyrians. But that which may con- 
vince us, how weak they were on the Sea, in their 
beginning to cultivate the Art of Navigation, is, that 
when the Athenians gave battle to the /Zginetes, they 
cou'd ſend out no more than fifty Gallies, of three 
Oars a-piece; and that this Republick had then no o- 
ther Port but that of Phalerum, which was very ſmall, 
and every way incommodious for the coming in or out 
of Ships. 

IT was perhaps from this little Port, interrupted 
Erxamus, that TES EUS went to Crete, in order to 
ſatisfy the Revenge that Minos had vowed for the 
Death of his Son AxnproGEvus. 

AND it was here alſo, reſumed THe. amonT, that 
MenEesTHENESs ſpread his Sails to conduct the Grecian 
Army againſt Troy, that famous War ſo much boaſted 
of and illuſtrated by the Poets. But in fine, the Forces 
of the Athenians by Sea, their Ports, their Arſenals, 
were then of little conſideration ; nor became of much 
more till the time of THEMIsTO CIES, Who, expecting 
the Return of the Perſians, their implacable Enemies, 
perſuaded them to deſtroy the Pirea; which was a 
Place of no other uſe than for the Publick Council to 
aſſemble in, and convert it into a large Port, which 
might contain a great number of Veſſels, with Arſe- 
nals at hand, furniſhed with every thing neceſſary to 
equip them for any Expedition. This Propoſal being 
readily aſſented to, this great THEMISTOCLES, for the 
better Surceſs of his Deſign, engaged the Athenians 
o make all Strangers free, and to give the ſame Pri- 
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vileges the ancient Inhabitants enjoyed, to all thoſe who 
aided the Republick with their Labour or their Subſtance, 
for the advancing and bringing to perfection this uſeful 
Undertaking. 

THIS Decree was no ſooner made publick, than a 
a vaſt Concourſe of People flock'd to Athens from all 
Parts; ſome of which centributed their Money, and 
many more their Labour: ſo that what with the great 
number of Hands, and the Encouragement given to 
the Workmen, the Affair went on ſo well, that in 
ſpite of the Jealouſy which the Proſperity of Athens 
inſpired her Neighbours with, and the Enemies of 
THEMISTOCLES in particular; he obtained, much ſoo- 
ner than cou'd have been expected, the compleating 
what he had projected: he alſo converted a waſte Place 
into another Port, which he called Munichea, and put 
every thing into ſuch a Condition, that the Republick 
of Athens encreaſed every day in Power and Reputation. 
The number of her Inhabitants were enlarged ; her 
Cities aggrandized ; her Treaſury filled ; and a conti- 
nual Flow of Wealth poured in upon her by her Com- 
merce; for the Convenience of which, ſhe had now 
three fine Ports, the Phalerum, the Pirea, and the 
Munichea. 

THEMISTOCLES alſo propoſed to purchaſe an 
hundred Galleys, to join thoſe already in the Harbours, 
and to build twenty more every Year, to the end the 
naval Forces of the Republick might be inſenfibly 
augmented, and to oblige the Athenian Youth to learn 
the Exerciſe of the Sea; which, he ſaid, was the only 
certain means to render a State rich and powerful by 
Commerce. In fine, he raiſed this City to ſuch a 

itch of Fame, that it was enough to be born in 
Athens, to be imagined poſſeſſed of every ſhining or 
uſeful Quality. The Lacedemonians gave an Inſtance 
of this, when having loſt the Empire of the Sea, they 
choſe Ar1sTIDEs a baniſh'd Athenian for their Gene- 
ral, in the great Enterprize of giving Freedom to all 
Greece, and ſubjecting Perſia, and ſome Part of 4- 
frick and Europe. But that which moſt ſurprizingly 


proved the ſudden Grandeur of the Athenians, = 
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that when by the divine Eloquence of Gorc1 as the 
Sicilian Ambaſſador, they were prevailed upon to ſend 
Succours againſt the Syraciſant; they covered the Sea 
with two hundred and fifty large Gallies, all ſtoutly 
mann'd, and named for their Admirals ER TMEDORN and 
SOPHOCLES. 

I'N fine, the Republick having given Commiſſion 
to LycurGus, the Son of LycoypHRoON, to raiſe a 
powerful naval Armament, he equipp'd near four hun- 
dred Galleys, and then by the Advice of TyzmisTo0- 
ours, PER1CLEs, and this ſame LycurGus, they 
enlarged the Port and Arſenal of Pirea, and had Work- 
men continually employed in building new Veſſels, and 
refitting up the old. Beſides thoſe three Arſenals I have 
mentioned, they alſo erected another, of a much greater 
Circumference; and it ſerved, as it were, for the gene- 
ral Storehouſe, whence all the: others were ſupplied : but 
I need ſay no more, to give you an Idea of this ſump- 
tuous Edifice, than what is agreed by moſt Authors, 
that the magnificent Arſenal of Venice was formed on 
the Plan of that of the Athenians. 

WHEN arrived at this high Degree of Power, they 
eſtabliſh'd two Magiſtrates: the one had the Care of 
=P ing the Navy, and furniſhing what number of 
Veſſels the Republick ſhould have need of: the other, 
that of ſending them out of the Harbour to the Place 
of the general Rendezvous : where they were received by 
thejAdmiral, whom the Greeks call'd THALASSIARCHA, 
Every Galley had alſo a particular Captain, who they 
named TRIARChus; theſe were all eminent Men, 

reat Sailors, and took a pride in outvying each other 
in embelliſhing their Ships. 

BY theſe prudent Steps, and honeſt Diligence among 
the ſuperiour and ſubaltern Officers, did the Athenians 
carry their Commerce to almoſt all the Parts of the 
then known World. Wherever they ſpread their 
Banners, Reſpe& and Fear attended them their 
Ships had Privileges, denied to thoſe of all other Nations. 

They * to monopolize Traffic 
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ticular Perſons grew every day more opulent — ut, 
alas! this Opulence, this Prodigality of Good - fortune, 
as I may call it, proved fatal to them in the end; it 
introduc'd Luxury and Debauckery among them; and 
they ſunk into an unhappy Indolence, which deſtroy'd 
all the Advantages Induſtry had gained. In fine, 
they neglected their maritime Forces, by which alone 
they roſe to Greatneſs- —loſt the Empire of the 
Sea, {offered their Veſſels to be e even in 
their ſight, and themſelves to be inſulted by thoſe 
very People, who ſo lately had paid them Homage; 
and from being regarded with Admiration, fell into the 
utmoſt Contempt and Deriſion. 

IN this decay of their State, added Oxsames, they 
alſo ran into Acts of Injuſtice, no leſs extravagant than 
cruel; witneſs the Death of SocraTEs, of which they 
indeed repented, but too late. 

WHEN the Manners of a People are once dege- 
nerated, ſaid ALPyonso, Crimes grow upon them faſ- 
ter than their Days; and 'tis not to be wondered at, 
that when Virtue is aboliſhed, they ſhould arrive at a 
Complication of Vice. But what ſeems moſt firange 
to me among the Athenians, is their exceſſive Super- 
ſtition, in ſpite of the great number of learned Men 
born and educated in that City. They preſerved in 
their Ports, thro' a motive of Religion, two Gallies; 
one called Delia, in which they ſay THEsEvus ſailed to 
Crete; and the other Paralus, after a Hero, whoſe 
Memory was held in veneration by them. Theſe Veſ- 
ſels were kept in continual Repair, and every Year a- 
dorn'd with the moſt valuable things in the Repub- 
lick, or that were brought from foreign Coaſts. Pain- 
ters, Statuaries, and thoſe who were ingenious in ſet- 
ting precious Stones, contributed the utmoſt of their 
Art, for the Embelliſnment of the ſacred Veſſels. 
That called Delia, was carried in a ſumptuous manner 
to Delis, to a ſolemn Sacrifice they made there; and 
from the time of its ſailing forth to its return, the 
Athenians were forbid by an expreſs Law to puniſh 
any Man with Death, for what Crime ſoever. Thoſe, 
who mann'd it, were called Deliates; they had double 
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Salaries, were exempt from all Taxes, and treated with 
the higheſt Reſpect. The Paralus, which they alſo 


named Salamine, had the ſame Privileges; and thoſe 


who ſerved in it were called Paralli. This Superſti- 
tion reigned among them till the time cf Druk ARIS 
PHaLAREUS, Which was indeed that of their total 
Ruin. And when I conſider it, I am aſhamed to 
reflect how little human Nature is capable of being 
brought to Perfection; fince Men, whoſe profound 
Knowledge ſerves as an Example for all the Nations 
in the World, cou'd devote themſelves to ſuch groſs 
Fooleries. 

I am not ſo much ſurprized at their Superſtition, 
ſaid FLorixDa, as I am that all their Knowledge, 
their Wiſdom, and their Philoſophy cou'd not defend 
them from that Luxury, that Pride, and that Ambition, 
which occaſion'd their Deſtruction, 

I rather wonder, reſumed 'urLawmonT, that Vices 
ſo known, and acknowledg'd to be ſuch, cou'd have 
any Prevalence where Superſtition (which is only the 
too great Exceſs of Devotion) had ſo much power; 
but where a State is deſtin'd to Ruin, even the greateſt 
Oppoſites unite, for bringing about the Work of Fate. 
But to return to Navigation; the Phoenician, 
and thoſe of Tyre, and Sidan, carried this Art above 
all the People of their time. They acquired the Su- 
periority of the Seas in Aa, Africkh, and Europe. 
They had powerful Succours to afford to their Allies 
whenever they ſtood in need of them; and had fo great 
a number of trading Veſlels, that they carried their Ma- 
nufactures to Countries moſt remote: they had alſo the 
Honour of exploring many Tracts of Land, which be- 
fore were altogether unknown. 

THEY laid the Foundation of many great and 
beautiful Cities, wiz. Utica, Hippone, Lempta in Africk, 
Thebes in Greece, Thebes in Egypt, Cadiz, and Car- 
thage in Spain: but the moſt famous of their Eſtabliſh- 
ments, and what did them the moſt Honour, was 


that of Carthage in Africk; which from a ſmall begin- 


ning, and little other Ad vantage than a happy Situation, 
became afterwards fo conſiderable by its Victories, and 
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Commerce. The Form of Government was ſo wiſe, and 
ſo well conſtituted, that the Senate of this Republick 
acquired a high Reputation. Theſe People had no 
ſooner made themſelves Maſters of the Coaſts of A. 
frick, from Egypt to the Straits between the two Moun- 
tains, which, they ſay, were divided by HercuLEs, 
and therefore called his Pillars, than they undertook 
the Conqueſt of Spain. The Succeſs they met with in 
that Enterprize ſurpaſs'd their hopes; and ſeeing For- 
tune continued ſtill favourable to their Endeavours, they 
built a City there called New Carthage; where they 
eſtabliſhed a Senate, a Governour, and other Magiſ- 
trates, and left a powerful Army to maintain their 
Conqueſt, and to compleat that of the whole King- 
dom. 

AS the Senate of Carthage had no Views but thoſe 
of aggrandizing their Commonwealth, they gave Or- 
ders to the Admiral, who commanded their Fleet in 
Spain, to paſs the Straits, and diſcover all the Coaſts 
of Africk, on the fide of the Ocean. This great 
Man, who was called Haxno, had the honour to dou- 
ble both the Capes; an Enterprize which our modern 
Navigators think very difficult. He paſſed the Ara- 
bian Sea with all his Fleet; and at laſt arrived at Suez, 
a City on the Borders of the Red-Sea; from whence 
he diſpatch'd young AsDRUBAL his Nephew, with an 
Account to the Senate of the Diſcoveries he had made, 
and a full Deſcription of all the Coaſts of Africk both 
Eaſt and Weſt, and the Advantages might accrue to the 
Carthaginians by the Knowledge of theſe Places. 

AF TE R the Deſtruction of Carthage by the Ro- 
mans, this Writing was found in their Archives, care- 
fully preſerved; whence it was taken, and by Order 
of the Senate of Rome, tranſlated from the Punick Lan- 
guage into Latin, as an authentic Monument of their 
Victory, and the Slavery of the Carthaginians. Theſe 
precious Memoirs, as thoſe of HimiTz, another Ad- 
miral of the Carthaginians, who had diſcovered the 
greateſt Part of Euroge, even to the Extremity of the 
North, were placed among the many precions things 


the Romans had acquired by their Arms, It appeared 
| like 
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likewiſe, by many other V\ ritings, taken at the ſame 
time, that the Carthagiz:ans had eſtabliſhed a regular 
Commerce with thoſe who inhabited the Coaſts of A. 
frick; whence they brought a prodigious Quantity of 
the fineſt Gold in the World. But the Romans, who, 
(cho excellent Soldiers on Land) were neither ſo intrepid 
by Sea, nor ſuch good Sailors as the Carthaginians, pro- 
fited but little by theſe Diſcoveries. 

THE Republick of Carthage, ſaid Ex ASsMVUs, cou'd 
not be expected to remain long in the Situation it once 
was : the Fame of her Conqueſts, and her immenſe 
Riches, having excited the Jealouſy and Envy of all the 
Potentates of that time. ; 

IT Is true, reply'd ORopHants, the Reputation of 
the Carthaginians, and the daily Encreaſe of their 
Power, coming to the ears of ALEXANDER the Great, 
as he returned from his Conqueſt of the Indies, gave 
ſuch a pique to the Pride of that ambitious Monarch, 
that he reſolved to deprive them of all the Advan- 
tages they had procured, by their Induſtry and Cou- 
rage; but this was a Glory, Fortune reſerved for the 
Romans. 

ALEXANDER interrupted S1LVIANA, might 
not, perhaps, have been ſo ſucceſsful in that Enterprize 
as he was in others. The Conqueſt of Carthage colt the 
Romans ſo very dear, that one may judge, without wrong- 
ing the Memory of ALEXANDER, that it wou'd not 
have, been eaſy to him. 

B all that has been ſaid, added ALPHonso, we 
may infer, that a Kingdom or Common-wealth, which 
has been bleſs'd with the Title of Maſter of the Sea, 
cannot loſe it without falling into manifeſt Decay and 
Contempt. But if an Iſland chances to quit that 
Sovereignty, it is a ſure Token of its approaching 
Ruin. T hoſe of the Continent may defend 


themſelves by powerful Land-Forces ; but 'tis the 
naval Strength alone that can ſecure a Place environ'd 
by the Sea; becauſe in caſe of an Invaſion, how great 
an Army ſoever they may be able to raiſe, their Coun- 
try muſt infallibly become the Seat of War; and how 
dreadful that is, it is needleſs to mention. Beſides, 
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the Life of an Ifland conſiſts in Commerce, which 
muſt of conſequence be put a ſtop to, while their 
Ports are crouded with a foreign Fleet. How much 
then does it behove the Prime Miniſters of all ſuch 
States, to neglect nothing that may maintain the Em- 
pire of che Sea? for if tempted by Ambition, they 
apply the Sums ſer apart for that purpoſe to their own 
uſe; or by Partiality to their Friends and Creatures, 
put thoſe at the head of Affairs, who want Abili- 
ties to manage them. or by Avarice receive Bribes 
from foreign Powers, to become remiſs in this im- 
portant, this all- neceſſary Care; all the Trading Part of 
the People muit expe& an immediate and inevitable 
Deſtruction; and thoſe moſt enobled by Birth and Ti— 
tle, have no other Privilege than to fall the laſt, and 
their Poſterity Slaves in a Country where they were 
born to command, 

I cannot forbear, ſaid Ca MIL LA, with a moſt be- 
coming Smile, being highly pleaſed with my own 
Curioſity ; and, I think, the whole Company ought 
to thank me for it, ſince it has given occaſion to a 
Converſation ſo inſtructive. 

NOTHING can be more true, reply'd CELIME“/ 
NA; and if I had not been preſent, I cou'd never have 
believed ſo circumſtantial a Detail of Ships, Com- 
merce, Navigation, and Armaments, cou'd have been 
given ina akon, ſuch as to render it agreeable to our 
Sex. 

AS Cgliu Ex had ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe was told, 
that one of her People deſired to ſpeak with her. U- 
R AN IA and all the Company entreated, ſhe wou'd or- 
der the Perſon to come in: but ſhe choſe the con- 
trary, ſo roſe and went out of the Room. When ſhe 
was gone, ArEL1sE, who ſat next URan1a, ſaid to 
her in a low Voice, and bluſhing while ſhe ſpoke, 
Either my Heart is a very ill Diviner, or we ſhall ſoon 
hear that Al cirpE and Lis1monD are at CELIME- 
* A's Caſtle. 

I wiſh, reply'd URANIA, in the ſame Tone, that 
your Preſage may be true; ſince there is nothing! 
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dear to you and SILVIANA, and to teſtify the Eſteem 
your Choice has made me conceive for them. 

THELAMONT heard what they ſaid, and ſeeing 
CEleMENA return with a ſmiling Countenance, ran to 

her, and giving her his Hand to feat her in her Place, 
We all conjure you, Madam, ſaid he, to uſe the moſt 
perfect freedom in this Houſe; and if any of your 
Friends are arrived in this part of the Country, let them 
be brought here, to the end we may not be ſo ſoon 
deprived of your Preſence. 

I am ſo well perſuaded of your Politeneſs and Genero- 
ity, reply'd ſhe, that I waited not for this Invitation. 
There are indeed two Gentlemen, for whom I have an 
infinite Eſteem, come down to viſit me, and I have or- 
dered my Servant to ſhew them hither, and to aſſure 
them of a Reception worthy of their Merit. 

A Fancy is now come into my Head, cry'd Camir- 
La, which I cannot help communicating to the Com- 
pany; I ſaw the beautiful ArEL1sE bluſh juit now, 
when ſhe whiſper'd to URANIA, SILVIANA is grown 
on the ſudden more penſive than uſual ; yet, with an air 
of Contentment, ſuch as Perſons always have, when 
delighted with their own Thoughts; all this put toge- 
ther makes me apprehend, the Ladies hope to find 
ALlciyes and Lisimorp in the Strangers who are 
approaching. 

I wiſh ardently it may be fo, faid FeLicia, and I 
am far from doubting it, added JuLia; nor I believe 
any of us, cry'd out FLoRI:Da and HorTexs 1a. 

SINCE you are all fo penetrating, reply'd CELE- 
MENA, I will confeſs to you, they are no other than the 
Gentlemen you have named. They have conducted 
MERIVA to Paris, and impatient to ſee thoſe they have 
ſo long and tenderly loved, took a Journey to this Coun- 
try. They were inform'd at my Caſtle, where 


we now are, but the Reſpect they have for the Cha- 
racter of URANIA, would not permit them to interrupt 
her Retirement, and therefore ſent to defire I wou'd 
return; but as I have already ſaid, being aſſured of the 
pleaſure their Company war's give this agreeable So- 
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ciety, T made them an Invitation hither in Tre a- 
MonT's Name. 

YOU areſo accuſtomed to confer Favours, Madam, 
ſaid THELAMONT, With a low Bow, that I will not 
thank you for this by any other ways than my Recep- 
tion of your Friends, and beſt Endeavours to make them 
mine alſo. 

SOME little time elapſing in theſe fort of Com- 
pliments, There is ſomething particular, {aid Ox or HA.“ U 
NES, in the Change of thele two Ladies Countenances: 
the charming 8S1LVIANA, Who is little leſs gay than Ca- 
MILLA, is fallen into ſo deep a Muſing, as tho? nothing 
but her own Contemplations were worthy her Attention; 
and the amiable Ax EL15E, who comes pretty near F Lo- 
RINDA, in the ſerious and reſerved, has now an Air 
all Sprightlineſs and Joy. 

I do not deny, reply'd StLv1axa, that when I heard 
there were Company airived at CELEMENA's, ALC1P- 
PE and L1s1Mo0xDp came into my head, but without 
daring to hope we ſhould have the Happineis of ſecing 
them ſo ſoon. 

FOR my part, added ArxELi15e, I ingenuoully 
confeſs, that from the moment I heard there was a Mel- 
ſage to CELEMEna, I gueſſed from whence it came, 
and communicated my Sentiments to URANIA. That 
agreeable Lady was about to make ſome Aniwer to what 
the other had ſaid, when they heard the Noite of a 
great Equipage in the Court- yard. On which THEL a- 
MONT, OkoFHanes, ERasmus, ALPHONSO, OR 
SAMEsS, and MELiNnTvUs quitted their Seats, and ran 
down Stairs, where they found the Perſons they expected. 
ALC1PPE and Lis1moND, being immediately informed 
which was THELAMO N, paid him the Honours due 
to the Maſter of the Houle. 

THE Huſband of URANIA was not inferior to them 
in the Politeneis of his Addreſs, and having teſtified the 
pleaſure their preſence gave him, preſented his Friends 
to them, who received them with no leſs Marks of 
Friendſhip and Eſteem. 

HE then conducted them to the Apartment of F Lo- 
RINDA, where they were no ſooner W than 
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CELEMENA advanced to them, and taking each by the 
Hand, led them to URranita: Behold, taid ſhe, the 
Spouſe of ThELamoNT, and Chief of that charming 
Society, of whom you have heard me ſo often ſpeak, and 
who deſire nothing more than that you, and your amiable 
Brides may be addedto the Number. 

THE Aniwers ALC1IPPE and Lis1moND made to 
this Diſcourſe, were full of Wit and Spirit: but UR A“ 
NA, Who read in their Eyes the Impatience they had 
to finiſh their Compliments, that they might entertain 
SiLVIANA and ARELISE, after they had ſaluted all the 
Ladies in general, addreſs'd herſelf to ALciyye, and 
with an amiable Smile, Give truce to your Ceremonies, 
ſaid the, allthis Company are perfect'y acquainted with 
the Sentiments of you both, and have pur you in the 
Rank of our Friends, before we had the pleaſure of 
ſceing you —— therefore follow, without re- 
ſerve, the Emotions of your Hearts, in giving Teitt- 
monies of the Joy you conceive in the ſight of thoſe you 
love. 

THIS is a Command, cry'd ALCiPPE, that has in 
it too many Charms not to be obey'd; and ſince it is 
permitted me, continued he, drawing near AR ELISs E, 
to entertain you for a moment in the behalf of that Love 
you have inſpir'd me with, be not you, my dear Ax E- 
L Ist, diſobliged, that I avow it before all this admira- 
ble Aſſembly. LIS Id ON D ſpoke in much the ſame man- 
ner to SILVIANA, Who was about to aniwer him with 
that freedom which was natural to her; when ARE“. 
LISE, giving her Hand to ALciyee, You are both the 
one and the other of you perſuaded, ſaid ſhe, of the 
pleaſure we tike in ſeeing you. This charming So- 
Ciety is acquainted with our Sentiments and yours; 
but we ought not to abuſe the Complaitance of Ur a- 
NIA; and as I know we have but a {mall Time to re- 
main with her, we ought not to lole one moment 

of the Improvement we may make here. Then 
taking notice to ALCIPPE and ListmoNnD, that all 
the Company were ſtanding, the Civilitics common on 
ſuch occaſions paſſed between them; after Mich, 
every one reſumed their former Seats, and the two 
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Strangers placing themſelves by SiLvraxna and Art- 
LISE, OROPHANES broke ſilence in thele terms. 

YOU fee, ſaid he to CELEMENA, that 1 had ſome 
Preſage of the Arrival of theſe Gent emen, by not placing 
any of us next SILVIaxnaand AR ELISF. I know not, 
reply'd URANIA, what you thought, but I am very 
certain, the Heart of the beautiful AR ELIS E gave her 
true Warnings of the Truth. 

i cannot help believing, ſaid FLORI XDA, that Love 
and Nature give us Predictions, which are generally juſt. 
They ſeldom fail, indeed, added Ca u,; but Na- 
ture is, I think, the moſt to be depended upon. I firmly 
believe, that a Father, who had never ſeen his Son, 
wou'd know him from a multitude of others, only by the 
Emotion of his own Heart. 

THERE are ſo many Inſtances of the ſecret 
Workings of Nature in ſuch Caſes, anſwered FELICIA, 
that the Truth of what you ſay is not to be doubted : 
but I am not ſo well convinced that Love, how ſin- 
cere ſoever it be, produces the ſame Effects. The I- 
deas given us by that Paſſion, ſtrike ſtrongly on the 
Mind, and render the beloved Object always preſent to 
us, but under a thouſand different Ferms, at ſome times 
kind, at others the reverſe, now faithful, now changing, 
and inconſtant; and all this without any real Founda- 
tion. Love deceives us with the molt contradictory 
Imaginations, and we deceive ourſelves, by yielding 
our Faith to one thing to-day, and another to-mor- 
row. But the Emotions of Nature are of a different 
kind. It is our own Blood that runs in the Veins of 
our Children, and there cannot but be a Sympathy be- 
tween us. If a Father by ſome Accident loſes his Son, 
in his Infancy, and after many Years ſees him again 
under a different Name, and in a different Station, to 
what he might expect, I dare anſwer he wou'd be 
inclin'd to love him, by a ſecret Impulſe, which he 
was ignorant of the meaning of. But if this does not 
always happen, if Nature ſeems in ſome to lie dor- 
mant, nor is the leaſt alarmed in ſuch a caſe, yet, I 
may boldly ſay, that when ſhe is, it is not without 
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foundation; and that we are impoſed upon by the Emo- 
tion ſhe inſpires. 

T1115 is indeed a charming Definition, ſaid Cr- 
1. S MFPNA, and I think unantwerable. Neither does * 
ſtand in need of any thing to be added to it, cry'd Ur z- 
NIA. 

am not of your opinion in that point, beautiful U- 
RANIA, interrupted 81LVIANA briſkly ; to give an a- 
greeable Proof of the Solidity of Fr1.1c14's Argument, 
ARELISE mult oblige the Company with a Hiltory taken 
from the famous Mi cHarL CinvantEs SAAV EDRA, 
which the has tranſlated in a Style worthy your Atten- 
tion, 

THIS is an Attack which 1 did not expect, re- 
ply'd that amiable Lady; and I ſhould be not a little 
perpicxed at being obliged to make a Repetition of Pr - 
ductions, much too mean for the Entertainment of Per- 
ſons ſuch as compoi? this Aſſembly. But that which 
conſoles me, added the, ſmiling, is the Certainty, that 
ALC1iPPEand Lis1moxD are here for no other reaton 
than tocarry vs to Paris; and that we ought to think cn 
nothing but taking our leave. 

IF that be all, reply'd AL ci PE haſtily, that wou'd 
deprive us of the pleaſure of hearing you ſpeak; I aſſure 
you, my dear AREL1sE, that you have yet a whole 
Day to remain here, and that we ſhall not begin our 
Journey till the Morning after to-morrow. 

I am glad to hear it, cry'd CamiLlLa, for now the 
charming Anz11ss cannot diſpenſe with giving us 
the Satisfaction of this Hiſtory. | 

ALL the Company joining S1LVIana, to engage 
her amiable Friend to do what was deſired of her; ſhe 


no longer reliſted their Entreaties, and began her Reci- 
tal in theſe terms. 
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Te Fokxck or BLoop. A Spaniſh 
HIS TOR. 


N the Reign of FERDINAND and TsaBELLA of 

Spair, lived Don Lrw1s of Zagreda, one of the 
molt ancient and noble Families in the Kingdom. This 
Gentleman having paſſed the Prime of his Years in the 
Service cf his King and Country, retired himſelf to Tole- 
40, a City of New Caftile, ſituated on the Borders of the 
Tagus, having now no other Care than the Education of 
an only Daughter; whoſe Wit, Beauty, and early Wiſ- 
dom, made him conceive the greateſt Hopes of forming 
an illuſtrious Alliance for her. 

J. EO CAD IA, for that was the Name of this lovely 
Perſon, had paſs'd her firſt Years under the Tuition of 
the beſt of- Mothers, who had made ſuch Beginnings in 
the forming her Mind, as left no room to doubt, if 
ſhe wou'd one day be the moſt accompliſhed Lady in all 
Spain. It was the Loſs of that dear Wife that determi- 
ned Don Ltw1s to quit the Court, not being able to con- 
tinue in a Place whereevery thing ſerved to remind him 
of what was now impoſlible to be regained. 

WOMEN, eſpecially thoſe of Condition, live in fo 
great a Solitude, and obſerve a Conduct ſo auſtere, that 
the beautiful LEoCaD1 a, tho? brought up at Toledo, was 
known to very few Perſons there. But Don LEWIS, who 
had ſpent ſome part of his Days in Climates more happy 
for our Sex, endeavour'd to {often the Retirement of his 
Daughter, by all the Diverſions he cou'd give her, with- 
out breaking thro' the Cuſtoms of his Country. 

TO this end, he embelliſhed a Country-ſeat he had 


on the Banks of the Tagus, at a little diſtance from 
Teleda, 


WT 
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Toledo, and there procured for her all the Amaſement® 
proper for lier Age and Condition, Under the pre- 
* tence of that Liberty, which is more allowable in the 
Country than in great Cities, he permitted Dancing” 
Maſters, and Mfufick-Nlaflers to aflembic and make Con- 
certs, and other Entertainments, to divert this young 
Beauty and the Women that were with her; and ferved 
as a Relaxation from the ſtudy of thote more difficult and 
ſeverer Sciences, which he would have her inl{lrutcted 
in; and which, in a mall ipace ©: time, ſhe grew a 
perfect Miltreſs in. 

THE Recreations beſtowed on her by this indulgent 
Parent, did not hinder him from keeping the ſtricteſt 
Guard over all her Words and Actions; he looked on 
her as a Treaſure he cou'd never be too jealous of; and 
whether at 7ol/edo, or at his Country-houſe, he was al- 
ways with her; and lie now being arrived at the Age 
of fiftcen, and as fully accompliſhed as the beſt Maſters, 
an unwearied Application, and the fineſt Genius in the 
World cou'd make her, he began to look about him for 
a Huſband for her, worthy by his Birth and Merit, to 
be pofleſs'd of ſo ineſtimable a jewel; when his De— 
figns were ſuddenly defeated by the molt ſhocking and 
terrible of all! Misfortunes. 

THEY had been ſome time in the Country, when 
Don L.zw1s was obliged to return to Toledo on extraore 
dinary Buſineſs. As it was in the hotteſt Seaſon of the 
Year, they did not come out of doors 'till the Sun 
was in his Decline, that LEeocapia might have the 
ricaſure of walking the little way there was betwcen the 
City and Country-houſe. 

THE Journey, if it may be ſo called, when the Ex- 
tent 1s not above half a League, was the more delight- 
ful, as they never quitted the Banks of the Tagus, 
and had their Eyes agreeably diverted between the 
Proſpect of that fine River on the one fide, and the 
great Diverſity of Gardens on the other. They had 
ſent their Equipage before, and reſerv'd only one of the 
Women that attended LEOSADIA, who ſupported 
her under one Arm, as her Father did under the 
other. The Evening was the moſt pleaſant that cou'd 

H 4 be, 


—— — 


— — , = . —— — — — - 


- ce ee —¼Ü⸗ —ͤ— zlʒ— — —— — 


( 152 ) 
be, they moved ſlowly on to enjoy the Sweets of it; and 
as there was none but themſelves on the Road, LEO CA“E 
DI4 threw back her Veil, that ſhe might have the grea- 
ter B-nefit of the Air. 

THEY were about the middle of the Way between 
theſe two Houles, when they were met by four Gen- 
tlemen. well mounted, and magnificently dreſs'd, who 
ſeemed coming from Tolrdo. They no ſooner came 
within reach of diſtinguiſhing Objects, than LEO CA“ 
DIA pulled down her Veil, to prevent them from ſee— 
ing her Face; but all the haſte ſhe made, was not 
ſufficient to hinder the Luſtre of her Charms, from 
ſtriking the Eyes of him, who was the principal of 
theſe Travellers. They rode fo fait, as they ap- 
proached Leocapia and her Father, that any one, 
Who had ſeen them, muſt have imagined they were agi— 
tated by the utmoſt Impatience to be at the Place to 
which they were going ; but the moment they were paſs'd 
them, he that had cait his Eyes on LEOCADIA, on a 
ludden relinquiſhed his ſpeed, which obliging his Com- 
panions to do fo alſo, this young Man following the 
Dictates of his impetuous and fiery Diſpoſition, without 
the leaſt regard to Reaſon or Ronour, ſpoke to them in 
this manner. 

L know not, ſaid he, if you had time to remark thoſe 
Perſons we juſt now paſs'd; but for my part, the Beauty 
of the youngeſt of the Women has given me a Wound, 
which I am reſolved to cure —therefore inſtead 
of diverting ourſelves, as we deſigned. in the Country, 
let us turn back, and ſecond me in bearing off that beau- 
tifal Maid ; whoſe Charms, 1 promiie you, you ſhall 
ſhare with me, as ſoon as you have made me Maſter of 
them. 

T HIS Propoſal being made to Perions no more diſ- 
creet nor ſcrupulous than the Contriver of it, pleaſed them 
ſo well, that they all turned their Horſes and rode full 
ſpeed back after Don LEWIS; who little ſuſpecting the 
Affront, that was going to be offer d to him, kept on in an 
equal Pace, not to fatigue LE9caD1a, nor incommode 
himſelf, whoſe great Age permitted him not to walk 
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THE Cavaliers overtook their Prey; and having 
conceal'd one part of their Faces with their Cloaks, 
ſurrounded Don Le w 15, his Daughter, and her Woman, 
each with a Sword in one Hand, and a Piltol in the 
other. Three: of them diſmounted, while one ſeiz'd 
Leocanpia, and gave her into the Arms of the Chief of 
the Raviſhers, another held Don LEWIS; and the third, 
with a Piito! at the Throat of the Woman, prevented 
her from oppoſing their Deſign, by her Cries or Re- 
Aiitauce. 

RODOLP HO; for that was the Name of their 
Chief, no ſooner hal Leocapia in his power, than he 
clap'd Spurs to his Horſe, and was immediately out of 
ſight with his fair Prize, leaving the reſt to the Manage- 
ment of his Aſociatez. The unhappy Don Lewrs, 
who, in the Fury of his Pailion, loſt all Remembranc2 
of his Age and Weakneſs, drew his Sword; but his 
Forces little anſwering his Courage, he was preſently dit 
armed and thrown on the Earth, in which ſtare the Ra- 
viſhers left him with the Woman, who was half dead with 
fear; and remounting their Horſes, went with all ſpeed 
to Toled?, where, they did not doubt, but Ro Dou HO 
was gone beſore them. 

IN effect, this daring young Man, having made ſe- 
veral Tours in order to evade the Purſuit of any who 
might follow him, re-entered the Town juſt at the 
Cloſe of Day, and paſſing thro' the moſt unfrequented 
Streets, arrived at a Houſe where he was but too much 
Matter, and went in by a private Door, of which he 
had the Key. All this was not done without ſome 
time elapſing; but it might have taken up yet more, 
without any danger of Leocan1ia's being able to do 
any thing which might put a ſtop to his Deſigns. That 
bra itifal Maid having fallen into a Swoon the moment 
ſhe was ſeized, had not fince recovered the Knowledge 
of any thing, in ſpight of the impetuous Courſe of her 
Raviſher. But he, who bad no Intention to bring 
her to herſelf, diſmounted ſoftly with her in his Arme; 
carried her into his Apartment; where ſhutting him- 
ſelf up with her, he perpetrated in the dark that unwor- 
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thy Project, her innocent Beauty had inſpir'd him 
with. 

THIS cruel Deed was no ſooner committed, than 
Reflection followed it, the long Swoon Leoca via con- 
tinued in, gave him Opportunity both for the one and 
the other. Her Reaſon was not yet returned ; but 
his, now freed from thoſe Mitts of Pafſlion, which 
had obſcur'd it, made him fee the Deformity of his 
Crime, and gwe birth to a Remorſe not lets violent 
than had been the Flame which had made him guilty of 
FIG 

TO what a degree ſoever the Manners may be de- 

raved, Virtue will again reſume her Empire in thoſe 
of an illuitrious Race, and who have receiv'd their 
firſt Principles in a generous Education. Ro Dol HO 
was of a Family, which, by its Rank, its Dignities, 
and Riches, ſaw nothing above itſelf, but the Blood 
Royal. He poſſeſs'd all the perſonal Qualities that can 
Tender a Man amiable; he was perfectly handſome z 
had the moſt graceful Air in the World, and an Infinity 
of Wit and Spirit; every thing requiſite to gain the 
Heart, ſeem'd to be aſſembled in him; but theſe Per- 
fections which ought to have contributed to his Glo- 
Ty, ſerved only to plunge him into Vice. He was the 
only Son of Parents, Who were but too tender of him; 
and no ſooner perceived, that he had thoſe Qualifica- 
tions neceſſary to conſtitute Merit, than they ſuffered 
him to become his own Maſter, at an Age, when he 
ſtood more than ever in need of being governed. Thus 

delivered up to himlelf, and at liberty to live in the 
great World before he knew it, the Wantonneſs of 
Youth ſhut his Eyes to every thing but Pleaſure; and 
having no other regard in the choice of his Friends, 
than merely their being well born, he kept little 

Company except ſuch whoſe only Recommendation was 

indeed the Blocd from which they ſprung. Their 

Faults and their Vices became immediately his: the 
more debauch'd, the more unjuit and violent their 
Pleatures were, the more eagerly they purſued them; 
and imagining their Rank gave them a Privilege for 
every 
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every thing, they deſpiſed Cenſure, and committed the 
molt ſhameful Diſorders without fear. 

RODOLPHO, who by theblind Indulgence of his 
Parents, was left at an entire Liberty, went out and came 
in at all Hours of the Day or Night; and his Apart- 
ment being at ſome diſtance from the reſt of the Houſe, 
gave hima full Scope of doing whatever he pleaſed in it 
without interruption ; all his People having Orders not 
to come near him till he called: and this put him in a 
Condition to act in the manner I have already deſcrib'd 
with LEOCADIA, without any fear of being ſurpri- 
zd. 

BUT, as IJ was ſaying, there were ſtill the Seeds of 
Honour in his Soul, tho' they too frequently lay dor- 
mant and unactive. "Theſe, now reviving, made him 
conſider on what he had done with Shame and Horror, 
and the moſt bitter Reproaches on himſelf, for the 
Promiſe he had made his Friends. He thought, that 
fince he cou'd not reftore to LEO CA DIA the Honour he 
had robb'd her of, he ought not to expoſe her yet more; 
and ſeeing, that ſhe had not recovered her Senſes, he 
drew near, and threw ſome {weet Water on her Face, 
which making her begin to move a little, he went ſoftly 
out of the Chamber, and having carefully locked it, 
haſted to find his Companions; to whom he ſaid, that 
at the corner of a certain Street, which he named to 


them, the Maid had ſent forth ſuch piercing Cries, 


that in the fear of being ſurprized and known, he had 
ſet her down, and made his Eſcape from her with all 
the ſpeed he was able. 

HE recounted this with ſuch an Air of. Truth, that 
they doubted it not in the leaſt; and as their Defire was 
pretty well abated by attending ſo long, praiſed him for 

aving left her thus unviolated. 

IN the mean time, this unhappy Beauty coming 
out of her Swoon, and finding herſelf on a Bed, and 
in the dark, hefitated not a moment, if ſhe ſhou'd 
believe the worſt of Mi-fortunzs had befallen her 
Tears, and the moſt rending Sighs, followed this dread- 
ful Knowledge, and the Silence which reigned in that 
Place, aſſuring her ſhe was alone, made her give way 
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to the moſt vehement Deſpair. She roſe from the Becs 
and ſearched all about the Room for a Window, with a 
Deſign to throw herſelt out, and put an end to a Lite ſhe 
thought ſhe cou'd not paſs without Shame; but having 
opened the Shutters, the great Iron Bars, which reached 


from the bottom to the top, oppoſed this cruel Reſolu- 


tion; and the Light of the Moon then coming in, ma- 


king her perceive the Door, ſhe ran to that, hoping to- 


puſh back the Lock, and fly from that deteſted Place 
before her Raviſher ſhou'd return. 

ALL her Endeavours here being likewiſe unſuc- 
celsful, her Tears again began to flow with their former 


Violence; but at laſt, reflecting on every thing that had 
pais'd, and that Crimes are only worthy of that Name: 


by the Conſent which is given to them, that unerring 
Judge, which Providence has placed in the Breaſt of 


every human Being, abſolved her from all Guilt ; and 


made her begin to conſider ſhe ought leſs to think of 


puniſhing herſelf, than on the means of being revenged 


on him, who had committed this Outrage on her. 
Innocence. 

THE more ſhe reaſoned with herſelf, the more 
ſhe was confirmed jn this Opinion, and that made her 


with the utmoit Exactneſs examine every part of the 


Chamber. She returned to the Windows, and opened 
them again, that ſhe might have as much Light as 
poſſible to diſtinguiſh Objects. She found ſhe was in 
a Place magnific mly furniſhed; the Hangings were 
of the richeit Silk Tapeſtry, as was alſo the Carpet on 
the Floor; the Covering of the Eaſy Chairs and Cuſhions 
were embois'd with Gold and Silver. She counted exactl 

the number of the Chairs, and approaching. the Bed, 
found it was of the ſame rich Embroidery with the 
reit of the Furniture, with a. deep Gold Fringe round 
the Valens. On the farther fide of the Room ſtood 
a Cabinet, which ſhone with Mother of Pearl and o- 
ther precious Stones; the Key was in it, and ventu- 
ring to open it, ſhe found in one of the Drawers a 
Crolis, enrich'd with Diamonds, which appeared to be 
of the Order of Calatrava, and was of a prodigious 


Vaiue. This ſhe put into her Pocket, hoping. it m_ 
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be the Inſtrument of her Revenge. As ſhe was continu- 
ing her Examination, ſhe heard a little Noiſe upon the 
Stairs, which making her judge ſome Perſon was about 
to enter, ſhe ſhut the Windows, and ſat down in a Chair, 
fully reſolved to make the Houſe eccho with her 
Cries, ſhould any new Inſult be offered to her Honour. 

IT was RoporPHo, who having quitted his Com- 
panions, was returned with Sentiments and Inclinations 


very different from thoſe Leocapia was apprehenſive: 


of. He was no ſooner entered than this beautiful Un- 
fortunate, perceiving he came towards her, put him 
back with one of her Hands, the trembling of which 
made him know the Terror ſhe was in, Whoever you 
are, ſaid ſhe, if there is in you the leaſt Shadow of 
Virtue, content yourſelf with a Triumph you owe 
only to my unhappy Swoen; nor aggravate your 
Crime by an unworthy Repetition of it. And fince 
Night and Silence have been. the only Witneiles of my 
Shame, repair in ſome ſort the Outrage you have done 
me, by burying all that has paſs'd in a profound Obli- 
vion. You know me not, endeavour not to know me; 
but ſuffer me to go out of a Place, which cannot but 
be odious to me, ſince you have render'd it the Grave 
of my Innocence This, if you refuſe, I will 
ſend forth ſuch Cries, as ſhall bring hither thoſe, whom 
Sleep or Diſtance has hitherto prevented from hearing 
m 


e. 

THE Voice of Leocapia had ſomething ſo very 
ſweet in the Sound. of it, and the Fright ſhe was in, 
rendering it yet more touching, every Word ſhe uttered 


| ſunk into the very Soul of her Raviſher, and kindled 


ſomething there he never felt before — Twas 
Love indeed, but ſuch a Love as he had not been ac- 
cuſtomed to thoſe furious Deſires, which ren- 


der'd him capable of undertaking any thing for their 
Gratification, were now extinguiſhed in him, and Grief, 
Re ſpect and the tendereſt Regret ſucceeded in their place. 
He itood for ſome moments entirely motionleſs, and had 


the power of replying no otherwiſe than by a deep 
Sigh, 


AT 


—— — —— 
— — 
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AT laſt, I come not, Madam, ſaid he, with an 
Intention to give you any new Oitence, which wou'd 
indeed be a thouſand times more unpardonable than 
the Crime J have committed { wiſh to Heaven, 
there were a Poſſibility of repairing the Injury | have 
done you, tho' it were at the expence of the beſt part of 
my Blood ; but you are ſufficiently revenged by my 
Remorſe, and the horrible Ditorders with which my 
Soul is agitated ——D It is not that I fear your Cries 
wou'd draw hither any Witnefles of my Behaviour, all 
your Efforts that way, alas! wou'd be unavailing. If 
I had yet remaining any Inclinations of the ſame Na- 
ture with thoſe, which compelld me to the Act I have 
been guilty of, I am abſolute Maſter here, and none 
dare offer to intrude without my Permifiion, — — 
Tisto my own Converiion alone, you are indebted for 
a Defence againſt any future Inſults and ſuch a 
Defence as you may aſſure Yourſelf will not deceive you. 
— Be comforted then, as much as the Situation 
you are in will permit, and leave to the guilty Wreich 
the Pangs oſ a too late Repentance. Jo convince 
you of my Sincerity, I am ready this moment to conduct 
you wherever you hall command, without making any 
Attempt directly or indirectly, to know either who, or 
what you are; but in return you muſt permit me to put 
a Bandage over your Eyes, to prevent your having any 
gueſs at him, who can be no other than the Object of 

our Hate — You muſt hate me, I am ſen— 
fible; I can expect no other, continued he, with a 
Sigh, which ſeemed to burſt the Boſom it iſſued from : 
but I wou'd have the Conſolation to conceal from you 
the Author of your Misfortune, as it will be a Grati- 
fication of your Revenge, to leave me in ignorance of 
her Name and Condition, whoſe Charms will never 
quit my Memory. 

THESE Words made LEOCA DIA think it was 
beſt for her not to delay accepting his Offer; and impati- 
ent to quit that Houle, I take you at your Word, ſaid ſhe, 
and wou'd conſent you ſhou'd ſhut my Eyes for ever, 
rather than detain me here a Moment. Then Ropor- 
uo, havingty'd a Handkerchief before her Eyes, and 

wrap'd 
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wrap'd himſelf in his Cloak, opened the Door, and 


taking her under the Arm, led her down as ſoftly as 
he had brought her in. LEOCADIA telling him, ſhe 


deſired he would leave her in the great Street of Toledo, 


he conducted her there, after having made ſeveral 
Turns, to the end that ſhe might not know from what 
part of the Town ſhe came. 

BUT if theſe Precautions hindred her from being 
able to gueis where he liv'd; the Particulars ſhe had re- 
mark'd in his Apartment, never went out of her Me- 
mory ; ſhe alſo counted the number of Stairs as ſhe de- 
ſcended, and all this, with the Croſs ſhe had taken, 


gave her ſo ſtrong a hope of diſcovering the Man on 


whom her Vengeance ought to fall, thit ſhe attemp- 
ted not to looſen the Handkerchief before her Eyes, nor 
oppoſe any of the Meaſures he took for the Concealment 
of himfe)f. 

WHEN they were come into the Street, Leoca- 
DIA had mentioned, You may now, ſaid RopoLP Ho, 
letting go her Arm, direct your Steps wherever you de- 
fire, without fear of being followed; no indifcreet Re- 
gards ſhall trouble your Retreat. Adieu, continucd he, 
and if my punctual Obſervance of the Promiſe I have 
made you, may be looked upon as a Proof of my Regret 
for having offended you, you will make no Efforts to 
know who J am. 

WITH theſe Words he turned from her, and ran 
down a Street which was behind that in which ſhe 
was, leaving her at liberty to pluck the Bandage from 
her Eyes, and return to her Houle. But tho' he wou'd 
not forfeit his Honour in following her, he went 
not ſo far, but that he might with eaſe have heard her 
Cries in caſe any Perſon ieeing her alone at that time 
of night, had attempted to do her wrong, being reſol- 
ved to defend her at the hazard of his Life; but after 
having liſtned a long time, and hearing nothing that 
might make him think there was any Danger for her, 
8 went home with a Soul full of Remorſe, Shame, and 

rief. 

AS for LEOCADIA, ſhe no ſooner found ſhe was a- 
lone, than ſhe took the Handkerchief ficm her F _; 

an 
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and without daring even to turn her Head, ran directly 
to 2 Church, which was in that Street: where having 
waited in the Porch ſome time, and locked round her 
on all ſides, perſuaded that no Perſon bad followed her, 
ſhe reſumed the way to the Houle of her Father, 
whom ſhe found in a Conſternation, which is haialy 
to be equal'd, but can never be deſcrib'd. 

THA 1 S unhappy old Gentleman, whom the Ra- 
viſhers had left diſarm'd on the Ground, having rais'd 
himſeif, and ſeeing none near him but the Woman 
who had attended his Daughter, and wio, irom the 
moment of her Lady's being carried off, had been de- 
prived of Spcech, he went to ker, and contributed all 
in his power for her Recovery: ſhe at length came 
to herſelf, and they went together to Toleds, and into 
his Houſe, without either the one or the other, the 
whole way they walked, being able to give any Ceſſa- 
tion to the "Torrents of their 't cars. Don Lew1s ſent 
his People to all Parts, in bepes they might bring 
ſome Diſcovery which way the Raviſhers had taken; 
but they all rcturnirg without being able to hear any 
thing of the Perſons he deicrib'd, he abandon'd him- 
ſeif to the moit violent Deſpair, not knowing what 
Courſe to take in this Extremity. He was waiting 
with Impatience for the Day, that he might adviſe with 
his Friends, what was beit for him to do; when about 
three a-clock in the Morning, LEeocapia, by her 
Arrival, calmed a great put of the Ayitations he had 
been in. 

ALL. the Family were up when ſhe came, none- 
daring to take any Repole at a time when their Maſ- 
ter was in Agonies, which would not {uffer him to 
think of Reſt. She no ſooner knocked at the Door, 
than it was opened, and moſt of the Servants being 
in the Hall, every one was cag-r to run to Don Lewts, 
and give the firſt Intelligence of her Return. This 
tender Father, who never hof ed t) ſce her more, re- 
ceived her with Tranſports of joy, ſuch as were n-ar 
depriving him of the ſmall Stock of Breath he had left. 
But he had marked her Tears, uc great abundance 


which fell from her fair Eyes, While he held her in 
his 
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his Arms in the moſt ſtrict Embrace, he wou'd not have 
needed the help of Words to inform him what had be- 
fallen her. At firſt, ſhe anſwered his Endearments but 
with Sighs ; and he regarding not thole Teilimonies of 
her Grief, in the preſent Hurry of his Spirits, ſhe cry'd 
out, Oh, my Father ! moderate thoſe precious Proofs of 
your Tenderneſs and Affection, I am no longer worthy 
of them: and if I come to throw myſelf once more at 
__ Feet, "tis but to expire there with Shame and 
Tr1ef. 

THESE cruel Words put a ſudden Check to the 
Satisfaction of Don LEWIS; but he was prepared for all 
before he ſaw her; he imagined nothing leſs than the 
worſt Calamity had happened to her, and now he did fee 
her, he cou'd not be totally diſcomforted. Willing, 
however, to know the whole Truth, he order'd all his 
People to leave the Room, and having ſhut himſelf up 
with her, commanded her to explain what had obliged 
her to ſpeak in that manner to him, and not to conceal 
the leaſt tittle from his Knowledge. 

ALL modeſt and timid, as Innocence is, it becomes 
bold, when it has nothing wherewith to reproach itſelf; 
and tho' LEOCADIA wou'd have bluſh'd to death, if any 


other had recited ſuch an Adventure before her. made 


no-ſcruple of relating her own to Don Lew1s, with that. 
Simplicity which is always the Companion of Truth, 
but cou'd not do it without manifeſting a Horror at the 
Remembrance of what had been done ; which made her 
Father tremble, leſt ſhe ſhou'd not be able to overcome 
K. 5 
H E cou'd not avoid being ſeiz d with the moſt poig- 
nant Concern and Rage, at ſo cruel an Affront; but the 
Condition ſhe was in, made him diſſemble it all he cou'd, 
and endeavour to conſole the beautiful A fflicted, by the 

molt undeniable Proofs of paternal Affection. 
LEOCADIA, ſaid he, Faults are perſonal, and 
Guilt belongs to thoſe who commit Crimes. 'The 
Misfortune that has happened to you, has not robb'd- 
you of your Wiſdom or Purity of Mind. You are 
no leſs worthy than before of the Blood whence you- 
ſprung, nor of the tender Care I ever ſhall have for 
Lou 
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you. As to tle Revenge you ſeem fo ardently to 
deſire, we muit wait an Opportunity for it in a pro- 
found Silence According to your Report, and 
the Croſs which you ſhew me, your Ravitker is of a 
Rank ſupericur to mine: if we make a noiſe of this 
Affair, and, demanding Juſtice, produce that wich 
may make him known, his Authority may pechaps 
render our Complainings vain; and irritated by our Pur- 
ſuit, he may attempt to vindicate his own Honour, by al- 
ledging things againit you, which may caſt an cverlaſ- 
ting Blemiſh on yours; and we muit then remain with— 
out either Glory or Revenge Your Shame is now 
without Witneſſes, let us not call any if he, who 
bas done you this Outrage, truly repents him of it, he 
will dread ſome Puniſhment from that unerring Judge, 
from whom no Crimes are hid, and whom he dare not 
contradict. —— Fhus, not knowing you, nor 
ſeeking to know you, and fearing himſelf, that fo 
baſe an Action ſhould come to light, it will reſt in 
the ſame Dark neſs in which it was committed. 
But, if, on the contrary, by any indiſcreet Words, he 
has the Boldneſs to make known the Adventure, then 
diſcovering who he is, without his being able to gueſs 
at us, you may depend on me to contrive means for 
your Revenge, without obliging your Honour to be cal- 
led in queſtion. a 

THEREFORE, my dear LEO CAPDIA, conti- 
nued he, embracing her, be careful of this dreadful Se- 
cret—forget your Misfortune in the Careſſes of a Father, 
who will never ceaſe to love you, and remit the reſt to 
the omnĩpotent Supporter and Protector of Innocence. 

A Diſcourſe fo wiſe and ſo judicious, worked the Ef- 
fect it merited and expected. Leocapia found herielf 
leſs unhappy in finding her Father become her Conſoler. 
Her Diſaſter Joſt great part of its former Horror. Now 
this dear Parent vouchſafed to be her Confidant and her 
Revenger ; and therefore in obedience to his Will, en- 
deavour'd nothing more than to baniſh from bis Memory 
all Thoughts of this Adventure, and to ſeem forgetful 
of it herſelf, 


BUT 
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BUT this Interval of Tranquillity laſted not long, a 
little time after convinced her, that the bore about her 
apparent Conſequences of that unhappy Accident ; then 
did her Plaints and Lamentations begin again, with 
greater force than ever. Her Father, to whom ſhe diſ- 
cover'd the State in which ſhe was, had now not power 
to calm the Exceſs of her Grief. However, as there 11 
was an abſolute Neceſſity of confiding in ſome one or 
other in this Extremity, LEOGCADIA, by the Conſent of 
Don L. E WIS, choſe from among her Women, ſhe, who | 
had been preſent when ſhe was caried off; and whoſe | 
Fidelity and true Attachment to the Family was well 1 
known to her. | 

THIS Maid, who had been brought up in Don 
Lewis's Houſe, had taken ſo tender an Affection for 
Leocap1a, that nothing that concern'd that Lady, 
cou'd eſcape her Penetration. The profound Melan- 
choly ſhe had been in fince that Accident; the Sighs 
which every moment iſſued from her; the Tears ſhe 
frequently found her bath'd in, had made her ſuſpect 
part of the Truth: But the Reſpect ſhe had for her, 
obliged her to conceal her Sentiments, and had always 
hindered her from letting fall one Word, which ſhou'd 
make the other imagine, ſhe was more diſcerning than 
ſhe wou'd have her. And when LEOCA DIA, with Don 
f Lewis, had taken a Reſolution to truſt their Secret 
ontl- with her, ſhe was much leſs ſurprized at the Know- 
al Se- . ledgeof it, than ſenſible of this Mark of their Confi- 
ather, dence. | 
reſt to LUCIA, for that was her Name, aſſured her Miſ- 
nce. treis of an inviolable Fidelity, and promiſed to ſerve her 
he Ef- on this occaſion with ſo much Zeal and Exactneſs, that 
herielf no Perſon in the World ſhou'd be able to diſcover the | 
>nſolers. | State ſhe was in, nor that ſhe muſt ſubmit to in a ſmall _. | 

Now | time. {| 
nd her THIS new Confidante was a great Conſolation to |} 
ill, en- | Leocapia; the Modeſty of her Sex not ſuffering her | 
AemoryY | to diſburthen her Heart entirely to Don LEWIS, ſhe [| 
orgettul | found an Infinity of Eaſe in ſpeaking without Reſerve | 
to her Friend. Luci had that Title more than any of 

her Domeſticks, being deſcended of a noble Family, [ | 
BU T but | 
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but poor, and that had obliged her Parents to put her 
to the Mother of Leocap1a; and being educated under 
her, was inſpired with the ſame Sentiments of Virtue and 
Honour. She was ſome Years older than Lreocavpia, 
which rendered her leis ſcrupulous of ſpeaking freely 
her Thoughts to her young Lady, than that timid 
Innocence, wiuch looks on every little Liberty as a 
Crime. 

WHEN Lucia was entirely initiated into this 
Myſtery, ſhe often made it the Subject of her Con- 
verſation with LEOCADIA; and this Lady, by being ac- 
cuſtomed to be entertained by her in this Affair, grew 
at laſt bold enough to ſpeak of it herſelf, and confeſs 
to her, tho* not withoat an Extremity of. bluſhing, 
that the Reſpect, and the Repentance that her Ra- 
viſher had teſtified in his laſt Action, had touched her 
Heart; and that, in ſpite of the Horror this cruel Ad- 
venture had given her, ſhe had not for the Author of 
it that Hate ſhe ought to have; and that ſince ſhe 
knew ſhe ſhou'd be a Mother, it was not poſſible for 


her. to maintain thoſe Deſires of Revenge againit a Man. 


who was the Father of the Infant ſhe was going to bring 
into the World. 

THESE Sentiments, which tho' they could not 
be called the Effects of Love, proceeded from ſome- 
thing nearly approaching to that Paſſion, and ſeemed 
ſo natural to Luc1a, that finding but weak Reaſons to 
combat againſt them, ſhe made uſe of only ſuch, as 
might keep Leocan1a from indulging a fruitleſs Flame 
for a Perion, whom, in al probability ſhe wou'd ne- 
ver ſee, or ſeeing, never know: and this prudent Girl 
knew {o well, how to infuſe into her Mind the Prin- 
ciples which ſhe thought wou'd be of moſt ſervice to 
her, that, by degrees, ſhe divided her Ideas, and pre- 
ſerved all the Tenderneſs for the Child, while ſhe 
eſtranged from her Heart all vain Regards for the Fa- 
ther. Twas thus the time paſſed on, 'till the time ar- 
rived, when Lrtocap!a preſented her Father with a 
Grandſon, whoſe Birth was celebrated only by a Tor- 
rent of Tears, 
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HOW F VE 
er: 


R, Don LEwts nx ZAGREDA, aſſiſ 
ted by the induſtrious Lucia, took ſuch Precautions 
ler that all the reſt of the Family were entirely ignorant of 
nd EOCADIA's Ditiemper Lucia had Provided a Nurſe 
7 ong before the time, to u hom ſhe laid, that a Per. 
ely on of her cquaintance, who lived in th Country 
aid Was to come and lie- n at Toldh, and th ie Wou'd 
15 A ring her to her as ſoon as the Child Was born; but 
chat being the leaſt of her Intentions, Ltoc DIA wa 
this no ſooner delivered than ſhe took the Babe, and ha. 
on- Ving carefully Wrapp'd Ip. put it into a little Baſket, 
ac- and carried iq out of the Hoy e, in the ſight of every 
re body, who little ſuſpected wh; t Burthen it Was ſhe 
ateſs id under he Arm. She then gave it into the Charge 
ing, of the Nurſe telling her, that the Mother expired in 
a- ringing It into the Wor and that it wou'd be Whol! 
| her inſigniſicant for her to go Into a Houſe Which was all 
Ad- Hi Confufion, Theſe vi ords being accompanied With 
r of a large Pur. of Gold, prevented the Nurie from con. 
> ſhe cerning herſelf about the Truth of What Was ſaid to her. 
e for as they Parted ; the one with an Aſſurance, that ſh 
Man Wou'd he frequent in her Vi its; and the other Pproteſtjn 
ring ſhe wou'g take al] Poſſible Care of the Ch ge committed 
to her. 
not NET THER of them failed in the Promiſe mad 
ome- each other; the enderneſs of the Nurſe appeared in 
>med the Countenance of the Child; ang Lucia, o went 
15 to there three or four times Very week, had the Satisfac 
h, as tion to acquaint Locals, ſhe had not been eceived 
lame in the Caoice the had made 
| ne- T eautiful Lady Tepain'd her Health In a ſhore 
Girl time, and all her Charms ſeem'd to thine with greater 
Prin- uſtre than before her Indiſpoſition; but ſhe paſſed her 
ce to s in ſo cloſe 2 Solitude, and ſo ſhut up from the 
pre- orld, that her own Family were the only Witneſſes of : 
e ſhe |, © 1 TOgreis of her Perfections. | 
Fa- Lewis, 2 that ſhe grew NOW to an | 
Ar [advanced Age, for ſo they call it after fifteen, and that 
th a | there Was now no Ap earance of ever being able to dif. 
Tor- over the Author of her Misfortune, Was continually 
Perſuading her to think on Marriage; telling her, If 
tho 
O W- 
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The would once reſolve to enter into that State, he wou'd 
take care to provide a Huſband for her, ſuch as ſhe 
cou'd not but approve: but ſhe entreated and conjur'd 
him, in ſuch preſling Terms, not to conſtrain her In- 
clinations, Which, ſhe aſſured him, were wholly averſe 
to any Engagements of that nature, that he at length 
gave over, and permitted her to live according to her 
own Humour. 

LUCIA ſtill continued her Viſits to the Infant, 
whom they named CAR Los, and the Affair was too be- 
neficial to the Nurſe, for her not to do all the Offices of 
her Function, with the greateſt Aſſiduity; but he was 
no ſooner arrived at that Age wherein Children are 
ordinarily taken from Nurſe, than Don LEWIS made 
him be brought to his Houſe, as the Son of a Brother 
he had in Valencia, who had been ſent to Toledo, to be 
brought up und er his Care. 

I N the Title of his Nephew, he was allowed ſuch 
Education, as befitted a Child cf his Age and Conditi- 
on; Leocapia, who, to the Eyes of the World, ap- 
pear'd but as his Coutin, took the extremeſt Care of 
him; and her Tenderneſs for him was the greater, as 
having no Huſband to claim a part, he was the ſole Ob- 
ject of that Love her Heart abounded with. "The Beauty 
of the young Don CARL Os, the Vivacity of his Wit, 
which he made known even in the firſt Words he 
ſpoke, and the extreme Fondneſs he teſtiffed for Leo- 
CADIAaA and Don LEWIS, rendered him to dear to 
them, that there were ſome Moments in which they 
heſitated, if they ſho:'d be ſorry for the Accident, 
which occaſioned the Birth of fo promiſing a young 
Charmer. 

H1S Reaſon and good Underſtanding advanced ſo 
faſt above his Years, that Don Lewis found himſelf 
oblig'd to provide Makers for him long before he at- 
tained to that Age, if which Boys are generally taken 
from the Tuition of the Women ; and this early be- 
ginning rendered him at ſeven Years old, the Prodigy 
of the Time he liv'd in. It was then he began to make 
appear part of thoſe Graces, w] ich might be expected 
in Maturity —_—dc tc Brauty of his Fore, 
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and the admirable Proportion of his L1mbs, he had a 
certain Air of Greatneis which diſtinguiſh'd him above 
all thoſe of his Age, wio were admitted to partake of 
his innocent Pleaiure:, a Wit fold and penetrating, 
accompanied with the moit charming Sprightlinets, and 
ſomething ſo undeſcribably attractive in his l'erion and 
Actions, as made it abſolutely impollible to fee him with- 
out loving. 

HE had no other Likeneſs of his Mother, than ſome- 
what of the Air of the Family; and his Beauty being 
entirely different from hers, deſtroyed all the Ideas that 
might be formed of a more near Proximity: but this 
difference made Lrocapnia judge, that he reſembled 
his Father, and itrengthned inſeniibly in her Soul the 
Inclination ſhe had for her Father, without ever having 
ſeen him. 

IF my Raviſher, ſaid ſhe to her Confidante, has gi- 
ven me his Picture in this amiable Child, how unhap- 
pyam I, my dear LuC1a, to have been able to inſpire 
him with no more than a blind, lawleis, and tranſient 
Paſſion ; and how blcit might I have been, cou'd I 
have made him burn with a Flame more worthy of me! 
— Oh! how ſhould I have loved him, continued ſhe, 
with a deep Sigh, and bow greatly is my Fate to be de- 
lored ! 

SEVEN Years being now entirely paſſed over in 
theſe Reflections and Regrets, and neither LEOCADI1A 
or Don LEWIS her Father, yet able to diſcover any thin 
concerning her Rape, they began to loſe all hope ofit; 
and to ſuffer themſelves to be taken up with no other 
care than that of the Education of Don CarLos, who 
was now their only Conſolation, when a new Misfor- 
tune arrived to diſturb the Tranquillity they expected to 
enjoy. 

THIS beloved Child was one Day diverting him- 
ſelf with ſome of his young Companions, in a Place 
pretty diſtant from Don Lew 1s's Houſe, having with 
him only one Valet de Chambre, who had Orders ne- 
ver to be out of his fight. The Vivacity of his Na- 
ture making him run too precipitately along the ſide 
of a Road, he happened to fall down in the Inſtant 
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that a Chariot, drawn with eight Mules, who ſeem- 
ed rather to fly than march, was coming that way, 
and in its rapid Courle went over his Body, leaving 
him, in all appearance, dead. At this Accident, the 
Cries of the People, and of thote who were in the Cha- 
riot, obliged him that drove it, to put a flop to his Ca- 
reer. Then the Count pt RERBEIROS, a Grandee of 


Spain, and the Counteſs his Spouſe, to whom that Equi- 


page beiong'd, deſcended haſtily from the Chariot, and 
excited by Compaſſion and Generofity, ran to the young 
CarLos, and took him in their Arms. His excellent 
Beautv, in ſpite of the Blood that diſcolour'd his Face, 
ſo truck their Eyes, and Grief for ſo ſad a Chance, 
had penetrated their Hearts with ſuch a Tenderneſs for 
him, that they wou'd permit no body to touch him, 
but themſelves; and finding he had yet Life in him, 
remounted with him, laying him acroſs their Knees, and, 
in that Poſture, carried him to their Palace, where they 
made him be put into a Bed; and the beſt Surgeons were 
immediately lent for, to take care of the Hurts he had 
received. 

THIS amiable Child, who had regain'd his Spi- 
Tits, by the tender Careſſes given him by the Count 
and Counteſs, remembred what had happened to him ; 
and finding himſelf between the Arms of Perſons un- 
known to him, and in a magnificent Bed and Apart- 
ment, ſeemed neither abaſhed nor diſconcerted at it; 
but returned the Embraces they gave him with ſo 
charming a Grace, as perfectly aitoniſhed Don FER.“ 
N AN D DE RENEEIROS, and STEPHAN1A his Spouſe; 
who confeſſed they had never ſeen any thing ſo worthy 
their Admiration. But giving Truce to their tender Ci- 
vilities, that he might have his Wounds dreſs'd, they 
heard with an inexpreſſible Joy, that he had none mortal, 
having only ſome light Contuſions on his Body, and one 
Cut in his Head, which, thro' care, wou'd be no way 
dangerous, and was the only Place, whence the Blood 
iſſued, which had given them ſo much Terror for him, 


The Surgeons, however, after having applied proper 


things to him, ordered he ſhou'd not be obliged to ſpeak 
much. | , 
| THE 


* 


6169) 

THE Counteſs pERIRBEIR os fate on the ſide of the 
Bed, nor wou'd be ſeparated from him; and as the 
Habit he had on, was rich enough to make her think he 
was of an elevated Condition, ſhe prayed him, kiſling 
him at the ſame time with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, to 
tell her his Name, and that of his Family. On which, 
without the leaſt heſitation, and with an Air that 
charmed her more than ever, I am called CAR Los, 
ſaid he, and am Nephew to Don Lewis DEZAGREDA, 
who loves me as his Son, and who, without doubt, 
wou'd have been already here, if he had been informed 
of this Accident. Whije he was ipeaking, the Eyes of 
the Count and Counteſs ſwam in Tears, in ſpite of 
them; and they felt the ſame Emotions of Love, Ad- 
miration, and Compaſſion for this charming Boy, as 
they wou'd have done for one. of their own Blood. 

H E had no ſooner named Don Lewis pt ZacreDa, 
than the Count pt Rineiros, who knew him per- 
fectly, ordered a Chariot to be made ready to fetch 
him to his Palace, 

IN the mean time, the Valet, who had been Wit 
neſs of the Misfortune of Don Car1os, not doubting 
but he was dead, and almoſt out of himſelf with De- 
ſpair, ran home, and in the moſt frantick manner re- 
lated the dreadful Tidings to Don Lewis. Leocapia 
was preſent when he came in, and forgetting all the 
Reaſons ſhe had to conceal how rearly ſhe was in- 
tereſted in his Fate, flew directly to the Place where 
the Servant told her he had left him. A great number 
of People having aſſembled themſelves there, ſhe was 
told by them, without Order or Congruity, the Acci- 
dent of the Child, and the generous Behaviour of the 
Count and Countels, every one relating it after a difte- 
rent Faſhion ; but Leocapia finding, in the end, that 
he was in their Palace, would have run thither on 
foot, tho' it was at a conſiderable dillance, if Don 
Lzwis had not come that Moment with his Equipage, 
and they went together. 

THEY entered jult as the Count had given orders 
ſor the Chariot to fetch Den LEWIS; and News was 
Vor. IV. 1 no 
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no ſooner brought him of their Arrival, than both he 
and the Counteſs came to receive them. 

I am extremely troubled, ſaid the Count to Don 
Lew 1s, that to ſo unhappy an Occaſion I owe the Ho- 
nour of ſeeing you here; but, Signior Don LEWIS, be 
comforted, 1 affure you, there is nothing to fear, for 
your admirable Nephew ; with whom the Counteſs 
and myſelf are ſo much charmed, that he is no lets 
dear to us than to yourſelf. 

WHILE they held this Diſcourſe, and Don Le w 1s 
was replying with all the Reſpe& due to the great 
Quality of Don FERNanD pERiBEiros; the Counteſs 
embraced LEeocap1a, who having lifted up her Veil, 
diſcovered ſo perfect a Beauty, that the other retreated 
ſome Steps, to ſatisfy the Aſtoniſhment the Sight of 
ſo many Charms had inſpired her with. Ah! cry'd 
ſhe, renewing her Careſſes, has Don Lew1s all this 
time concealed an Angel in his Houſe ? Has he 
been in poſſeſſion of ſuch a Treaſure as this, and wou'd 
ſuffer none of his Friends to congratulate him upon it ? 
LeocanDIa reply'd to thele Words, with a Wif- 
dom and Modeſty, which compleated the gaining of 
STEPHANIA's Heart, who, taking her by the Hand, con- 
ducted her to the Apartment where they had put Don 
CARLos, while the Count did the ſame by Don LEWIS. 

WHEN this beautiful Child perceived them coming 
into the Room, he raiſed himſelf upon his Pillow, and 
ſtretching out his Arms, Signior, ſaid he, addreſſing 
himſelf to Don LEWIS, the Hurts I have ſuſtained are 
nothing in compariſon with the Honours I have re- 
ceived from the Generoſity of theſe noble Perſons. 
Don LEWIS embraced him with Tears of Joy; and 
judging of LEOCADIA“'s Impatience, withdrew to give 
her place. The Careſſes ſhe gave her Son, and thoſe 
ſhe received from him, were ſo lively and touching, 
that Don LEWIS fearing they would appear extraordi- 
nary to the Count and Counteſs, who never had their 
Eyes off Don Ca R Los, endeavourcd to divert zheir At- 
tention by ſpeaking in this manner: 4 

M Daughter, ſaid he, has taken upon herſelf the 
care of bringing up this Chid; ſhe loves him wm the 
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ſame Tenderneſs as if he were her Brother ; therefore 
the Tranſports ſhe is in, at finding him in a Condition 
ſo much leſs to be feared than ſhe expected, cannot be 
wondered at. 

J believe, there are none that can avoid loving him, 
reply'd STEPHANIA ; the firſt moment I beheld him, L 
felt for him Sentiments equal to thoſe I muſt have been 
inſpired with at the fight of my own Son, in ſo dread- 
ful a Situation, Alas! continued ſhe, obliging them 
to fit, every Look of his brings to my mind the firſt 
Years of a Son ſo dear to me, that his long Abſence 
ſpreads a Night of Sadneſs over all my Happineſs.—I1t is 
now, purſued ſhe, burſting into "Tears, near ſcven Years 
fince he has quitted us in {o cruel and fo ſtrange a man- 
ner as never will go out of my Memory. We 
were four Years without knowing to what Part of 
the World his Travels were directed; or if he were 
yet living———and ſince we have been informed he 
is in Flanders, we are not leſs afflicted by his obſtinate 
refuſing to return. Pardon me, Don Lew ts, added 
ſhe, that I entertain you with things in which you 
can have no Concern ; but Don Car Los is the Cauſe, 
All his Perſon and his Behaviour are accompanied with 
thoſe Graces | found in my Son, when of his Age; 
and tho' he was twenty three Years old when he de- 
parted, yet had he not loſt that Delicacy in his Features 
and Complexion, which I now ſee in this amiable 
Child. — In fine, there is ſo perfe& a Reſem- 
blance between them, as ſurprizes me, pleaſes me, and 
at the ſame time pains me. 

DURING this Diſcourſe, Leoc an: a being alittle 
recovered from the Trouble and Confuſion the Misfor- 
tune of Don Car Los had involved her in, began to be 
more attentive to the Objects that offered themſelves 
to her View. The Magnificence of the Apartment 
attracted her Eyes, and put her in mind of that where 
her Unhappineſs had commenced. She ſaw a Cabinet 
exactly reſembling that whence ſhe had taken the 
Croſs : She ſaw the Windows of the Room defended 
by great Iron Bars from top to bottom, juſt as ſhe had 
found thoſe ſhe had endeavoured to make her Eſcape 
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from, the Night of her Raviſhment. The Form of the 
Chamber was alſo the ſame with that; the Door, the 
Bed, and all the Moveables were alike placed ; and the 
more ſhe looked about her, the more her Heart was a- 
gitated : but continuing to examine every thing, ſhe 
remembred the Tapiſtry, the Gold Fringe, the emboſs'd 
Work of the Chairs, which were of the ſame num- 
ber with thoſe ſhe had counted that fatal Night ; and all 
conforming with a Place ſo ever preſent to her 
Thoughts, an univerſal Shivering ſeized on every Part, 
and the laſt Words of STEPHANIA compleating the Af. 
ſurance of what ſhe cou'd not but before imagine, ſhe 
fell in a Swoon, in the Arms of that Lady near whom 


ſhe was fitting. 


The End of the firſi Part. 


OL. 


SEQUEL of the 


SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


O unexpected an Accideut filled every one 
with Surprize and Grief, Don LEWIS ſup- 
W, poſing it only to proceed from the Remains 

< FE of that Terror the had been in for Don 
We. 
migut be conducted into another Room, for the Bene- 
fit of the Air, that being kept extremely cloſe on ac- 
count of the Child. SrEPHAN IA, who had the ſame 
Imagination, made one of her Women take LEOCA DIA 
under one Arm, while ſhe ſupported her under the 0- 
ther, and ſo led her into ker own Apartment, where was 
a large Balcony open to a magnificent Garden, | 
THERE, the Counteſs, aſſiſted by her Women, 
unfaſtned her Garments, doing all they cou'd for her Re- 
covery ; but perceiving,that the more of her was unveil'd, 
the more Graces ſhe diſcovered, they cou'd not help 


* giving 
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giving her ſuch Praiſes, one to the other, as, had ſhe 
been capable of hearing, would have made her almoſt 
die with Shame. The ſweet Water, however, that 
they threw on her Face, and the Air, at length reſto- 
red her Spirits; and finding herſelf half naked among ſo 
many People, a modeſt Crimſon covered all her Face, 
at the ſame inſtant that a Torrent of Tears, too long re- 
ſtrain'd, burſt, with the utmoſt violence, from her 
Eyes, The Counteſs was pierced to the Heart, to ſee 
her in this Pity-moving Poſture, and tenderly kiſſing 
her; Beautiful LEocaD1a, ſaid ſhe, recollect yourſelf, 
and calm theſe Tranſports of a Grief, for which there is 
no Cauſe; I do aſſure you, there is nothing to fear for 
Don CarLos: diiturb not then, the Joy we have to 
find him in ſo good a State, by putting us into new 
Apprehenſions for you. 

LEOCAD TIA could no otherwiſe reply to theſe ob- 
liging Words, than by kiſſing the hands of her who 
ipoke them, and bathing them with her Tears; while, 
at the ſame time, her Boſom ſent forth Sighs ſo deep, 
and in ſuch ſwift Succeſhon, as gave the other ſuffici- 
ent rcom to imagine ſomething of greater Conſequence- 
to her, than the Indiſpoſition of Pon Car Los, was the 
Subject of fo extraordinary an Affection. In this Con- 
jecture, having made all her Women withdraw, ſhe 
took the diſconſolate Beauty in her Arms, and embracing 
her with all the Marks of an unfeigned Affection, Char- 
ming LtocaDla, ſaid ſhe, if the Agitations I ſee you 
in, are occaſion'd by any Misfortune more conſiderable 
than the Accident that has happened to your Couſin; 
and if you think I love, and am capable of ſerving you, 
J entreat, I conjure you to declare it to me. I am re- 
ſolved, that neither you nor Don CarLos ſhall depart 
from my Houſe, till his Cure is fully perfected ———— 
therefore, look on me as your Friend, as Your 
Mother ; in fine, as a Woman who feels both for you 
and him, the moſt tender Emotions. 

HOW happy wou'd it be for me, Madam, anſwer- 
ed LEoCap1a, and how much more unhappy than it is 
now miſerable wou'd my Condition be, if 1 were ſure 
you wou'd always retain the ſame Sentiments! But, 
con- 
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continued ſhe, I muſt make a Proof of it, 


my Fate 
obliges me to do it, whatever ſhall be the Coniequence 


— | have a ſurprizing Story, Madam, to acquaint 
you with I riſque every thing in diſcovering it, 
but your Good neſs, and thoſe interior Motions ycu 
{peak o, in favour of Don CAR Los, makes me think 
I ſhould riſque yet more in keeping {lence — But, 
Madam, added ſhe, permit my Father may come into 
this Room, and that he alone may be witneſs of the Se- 
cret I am about to confide in you — You may after 
wards make what uſe you ple aſe of it, and are at liberty 
to communicate it to the Count your Sy oe. 

STEPHAN 1A, whole Curioſity, as well as Ten— 
derneſs, was greatly heightened by theie Words, ſent 
for Don LEWIS, to come into her Apartment, and de- 
ſired the Count to remain in that of Don CAR Los, for 
Reaſons which ſhe bid her Woman tell him he ſhould 
after be informed of. Her Will was punQually obſerv'd; 
and as ſoon as Don Lew1s entered, Signior, ſaid LR o- 
CADIA to him, it is now time to break that ſilence we 
have ſo long preſerved ; but before I begin the Acccunt 
am to give, if you have about you the Jewel I com- 
mitted to your Charge, I beg. you will ſhew it to Ma- 
dam the Counteſs, perhaps ſhe may have ſome Know- 
ledge of the Owner. 

Don LEWIS was in the utmoſt Conſternation at this 
Diicourſe of his Daughter; but knowing her Modeliy 
and Prudence, judged ſhe muſt have ſtrong Convicti- 
ons to enable her to take {uch a Reſolution ; and imme- 
diately took a Box out of his Pocket, which he always 
carried about him, and having opencd it, preſented to 
the Counteſs that Diamond Croſs LEOCADIA had taken 
from the Cabinet of her Raviſher. I never, ſaid he, go 
without this, in hope the Juſtice of Heaven will, in 
ſome lugky Hour, diſcover to me the Malter. 

d7 EP HAN [A had no ſooner caſt her Eyes upon it, 
than, without regarding the laſt Words of Don Lewis 
Have I, cry'd ſhe, ſome Knowledge of the 
Owner of this Crols ! who can doubt it, ſince it belongs 
tomy RopoLyno ! that dear Son of whom you heard 
me ipeak — it was a Preſent to him from the Queen, 
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that Day that their Majeſties honoured him with the 
Order of Calatrava: thought he had taken it with 
him, and cannot comprehend by what Chance it fell in- 
to your hands. 

IT was by an Adventure, reply'd LEeocap1a, fo 
cruel to me, that I cannot remember it without Hor- 
ror. Then, with a Voice frequently interrupted with 
Sighs, ſhe recounted all that pass between her and her 
Raviſher, not forgetting any Circumſtance which might 
prove the Truth of her Words, and the Manner by 
which ſhe came by the Croſs. The exact Reſemblance, 
continued ſhe, between the Chamber whence I took: 
this Jewel, and that wherein I found my Son, ard that 
which you ſay is between the Features of your Son 
and this Child, and the time you tell me RopoLyno has 
been gone ; all ſerve to confirm me, I have no where 
elſe to ſeek the Undoer of my Honour. Fear, Hope, 
and Grief, on the firit Surprize, threw me into the 
Condition you have ſeen : all that perplexes me, 1s, that 
J paſted that fatal Night, thro' a great Court, which 
at my Entrance to-day I did not, and that, little expect- 
ing the Diſcovery I now have made, I did not count the 
Number of the Stairs ; but well I remember, thoſe my 
Raviſher made me deſcend were fifteen. 

T IS enough, cry'd the Counteſs, throwing herſelf, 
all in Tears, on the Neck of Leocavp1a ; there needs no 
more to prove, it is my own Blood that runs in the 
Veins of Don CarLos my immediate Inclina- 
tions for him, the Agonies I felt at ſeeing him hurt; 
the Pleaſure it gave me t embrace him, and the exact 
Similitude between him and Robo Ho, are greater Aſ- 
ſuranees to me than all your Oblervations ——J— My 
dear LE©CAD1A, added ſhe, henceforward I ſhall regard 
you as my Daughter; and as thoſe things which we call 
Misfortunes are ſometimes our greateſt Bleſſings, let us 
all join in Thanks to Heaven for this RopoL- 
PHO, Who, no doubt, has ſuffered for his Crime, will 
find the Reward of his Sufferings, in being united for 
ever to a Perſon the moſt worthy in the World of him 
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of Happineſs in a more elevated Degree, than if you 
had never known a Country State. 

T H E N, impatient that the Count pz RiBtiros was 
ſo long ignorant of the Subject of their Entertainment, 
ſhe made him be called ; and without giving him time 
to {peak to Don Lewis or his Daughter, recited to him 
all that ſhe had learned from Leocapia, 

THIS Nobleman, to whom Honour was ever ſa— 
cred, and who look'd on juſtice as a Virtue moſt be- 
coming the Dignity of Man, had the ſame Sentiments 
on this Affair as his illuſtrious Spouſe ; and as Nature 
had work'd no leſs ſtrongly in him at the Sight of Don 
CaRLlos, he was as ſtrongly convinced of the Truths 
told him. Heembraced Don LEWIS, and conjured him 
to forget the Crime of RopoLyno, fince he wou'd make 
him repair it ſo gicr oully to LEocaD1a, that nothing 
ſhou'd be wanting to her Satisfaction Thenturn- 
ing to LEO CA DIA, he gave her Careſſes not inferior in 
Tenderneſs to thoſe ſhe had received from STEPHANIA, 
But the Soul of this beautiful Lady was wholly diſſolved 
in Joy and Gratitude; ſne threw herſelf at his feet, 
in ſpite of the Efforts he made to hinder her, and 
not being able to fnd Words expreſſive enough to make 
known what paſſed in her Heart, ſhe embraced his 
knees, then thoſe of the Counteſs, k1is'd their hands; 
and in this dumb Rhetorick, teitihed, better than her 
Tongue cou'd have done, the Exceſs of her Content- 
ment. 

AT laſt, Don FER N AND rais'd her from the Ground, 
and taking her in his Arms, and calling her a thouſand 
times his deareſt Daughter, entreated her to give over 
her Tears, and her too great Reſpects; told her, he 
look'd on her Alliance as honourable, and that if there 
was ſome difference between his Eſtate and that of Don 
Lewis, he thought himielf happy in the Advantage, on- 
ly becauſe it gave him power to render .her one of the 
richeſt Women in all Spain. Theſe generous Exprefii- 
ons cou'd not be unanſwered in the moſt thankful man- 
ner by Don LEWIS, who, in ſpite of the Nobility of his 
Blood, had never hoped to give his Daughter a Husband 
of the Rank of the Count DERIBEIR Os. 
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WHEN the firſt Tranſports of Joy and Gratitude 
were a little over, STEPHANIA told LEocabpia, that ſhe 
had not been deceived in any thing ſhe had remarked 
in her Palace; that the Door by, which Ro Do HO uſed 
ordinarily to enter his Apartment, was in another Court, 
which had an Entry at the foot of the Stairs, the Number 
of which was as ſhe had ſaid. And ] am no longer aſto- 
niſhed, purſued ſhe, at the ftrange Faſhion in which he 
quitted us, nor the obſcure Meaning contain'd in that 
Letter we found in his Chamber, after his Departure, ad- 
dreis'd to his Father: according to the Date of that Let- 
ter, and the time of LROCADIA's being carry'd off, it 
muſt be wrote the next day after. We had been many 
days without ſeeing him, and our blind Affection ha- 
ving given him too great a Ltberty, we were ee 
to repent ourſelves of it, and being greatly diſquiete 
to hear he had made choice of Perſons for his Compani- 
ons and Friends, who were irregular in their Con- 
duct, and dangerous in their Principles; we were Con» 
fuliing on meaſures to draw him off from ſuch Society, 
when one of his People brought us a Letter which he 
had left on his Table. 

IN ſpeaking this, the Counteſs opened a little filla- 
grene Trunk, that flood upon her Toilet, and having 
taken out a Paper, read it to Don Lewis and LEOCA“ 
DIA; it contained theſe Words. | 


To the Count Det RIBEIROS, 


« My Lord, 


8 H E Folly and Wantonneſs of Youth have made 
me act in a manner fo little worthy of my 

Birth, or that noble Education you have given me, 
that I cannot without ſhame appear before your 
Eyes, or remain any longer in Toledo The Re- 
«© membrance of my Faults fill me with ſuch an abun- 
dant Horror, that I ſhould think it happy for me, if 
this laſt Night were the laſt of my Life———]1 there- 
fore go to ſearch in other Countries thoſe glorious Prin- 
ciples of Honour and Virtue you have endeavour'd to 
©« inſpire 


con- 
iety, 
ch he 


filla- 
aving 
OC A- 


made 
of my 
n me, 
| your 
he Re- 
| abun- 
me, if 
| there- 
1s Prin- 
zur'd to 
inſpire 


(179) 
© inſpire me with; where, if my Remorſe for 
© What I have done does not quit me, at leaſt, my 
* Vices will not follow me, and you will have no fur- 
e ther Cauſe to bluſh for having given to the World, 


„% The unfortunate Ro po LH HO. 


T HIS Letter, faid Don FER N AN p, involved us in 
the utmoſt perplexity; we cou'd not gueſs of what 
Fault, or what Misfortune it was he ipoke ; but being 
too well aſſur'd his Conduct had been irregular, I was 
not ſorry he had taken a Reſolution to travel: as we 
cou'd not, on the mott diligent Enquiry, hear to what 
place he was gone, we conc aded he went incgAnito, and 
by a ſctitious Name.——— You muſt believe, however, 
the Trouble it gave us both, eſpecially STEPHANIA,when 
a long Couric of time rol'd on, without either ſeeing 
bim return, or being able to learn the leaſt News con- 
cerning him It is not yet three Months ſince 
an Accident diſcovered to us that he was in Flanders ; 
ſince which we have wrote icveral Letters to him, fil- 
led with Periuaſtons to retura, but altogether in vain. 
He gave us for Answer, that Death would he leſs terrible 
to him, than the ſight of Toleds But, continued 
the Count, he ſhall no longer be Maſter of him! elf, 1 
will fend one of my Gentlemen poit to him, who ſhall 
not quit him, till he has brought him to me. 

THIS Reſolution of the Count py RIBEIROS Was 
immediately put in practice; the Gentleman was diſ- 
patched, with Letters the molt preſſing that could be, 
and the moſt poſitive Command to RoooLPHoO to re- 
turn without delay. While Don FERNANMD and STE - 
PHANIA were thus emp'oy'd, LEO A paſſed the time 
with Don Ca R Los, now giving a Looſe to all her Fen- 
derneis, and indulging hericlf for the firſt time in cal- 
ling him her Son, and accompanying her Words with 
Millions of Kiſſes, all which the Child returned with 
the ſame Ardency ; but not being accuſtomed to the 
tender Title ſhe gave him, and not daring to call her 
Mother, was demanding the Reaſon ; when the Coun- 
tels, having done writing, came into the Chamber, 

and 
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and bearing the witty manner in which he queſtioned 
LEOCADIA, drew near to him, and taking him by the 
hand, Yes, Don CAR Los, {aid ſhe, the incomparable 
LEeocapia is no longer your Couſin, but your Mother, 
nor muſt you call her by any other Name henceforth. 

THIS amiable Child, far from being aſtoniſh'd at fo 
unexpected a Piece of News, firetched out his Arms to 
LEeocapia, and repay'd with Uſury, all the Careſſes 
ſhe had given him: I am charm'd, cry'd he, I am 
charm'd to find I have ſuch a Mother; but who 
then is my Father? will you not give me a Father al- 
ſo? Yes, I promiſe you, reply'dSTEPHANIA 3 Who took 
an extreme Pleaſure in hearing him ſpeak, and you ſhal} 
know him very ſoon. 

T HE greateſt part of the Day was taken up in theſe 
Endearments; and the Court and Counteſs being abſo- 
lutely reſolved not to part with LEO CA DIA, obliged her 
to conſent to remain in their Palace, where they allotted 
her a magnificent Apartment adjoining to their own ; 
and as Don CarLos ſeemed too far from them in that 
of Ro pol Ho, they made him be removed to a fine Pa- 
villion at the end cf a Gallery which led to the Coun- 
teſs's Antichamber. In fine, nothing could be added 
to what the Count DE RIBEIROS and STEPHANIAGO, 
on this occaſion, to expreſs the real Affection they had 
both for the Mother and the Son; and Don Lewis, 
who wou'd not be prevailed on to ſtay, returned to his 
Houſe, more overwhelmed with Joy and Gratitude, 
than he had left it with Concern and Grief. 

THE beautiful LEocavia wou'd have none of her 
own Women to attend her in this Palace, but the faich- 
ful Lucia; not only becauſe ſhe weu'd not be too in- 
commodious to her generous Hoſteſs, but alſo becauſe 
ſhe wou'd have none but that Confidant witneſs of what 
paſſed. The Hurts of the young Don CARLOS were 
cured in eight Days, and his Health perfectly re-eſia- 
bliſhed. During this time, the Counteſs and her noble 
Spouſe having gained a more perfect Knowledge of 
Leocapi a, regarded her as a Miracle of Wit and Vir- 
tue: her Sweetneſs and Complaiſance made her Miſtreſs 
of all the Hearts in that Palace, aud equally charmiog fry 
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were admitted to thoſe Entertainments, yet Leocapia 


. 


her Beauty, Character, and Accomp'iſhments, had no 
fewer Conqueſts than there were Perſons to behold her. 
Don LEWIS came there every day, and not one paſſed 
over without his receiving Millions of Bleſſings from 
the Count and Counteſs, for being the Author of a 
Perſon ſo every way compleat and perfect. 

AS ſhe play'd to admiration on ſeveral Sorts of mu- 
ſical Inſtruments, and had the fineſt Voice in the World, 
all the Evenings were devoted to that Amuſement: and 
tho', according to the Cuſtom of Spain, no Strangers 


did not want a great number of Admirers, among thoſe 
who were of the Blood of the Count or Counteſs pet 
RIBEIRos, and, for that reaſon, had the Privilege of 
ſeeing and hearing her. 

11 was thus that they found Means to beguile the 
Length of time, which muſt needs elapſe before they 
could hear News of Ro DOL HHO, which they all expected 
with a ſufficient Impatience, but Leocap1a with the 
moſt. This lovely Creature now ſeeing herlelf at li- 
berty to purſue her Inclination, without any Shame, 
delivered herſelf up entirely to it; but, in the midit 
of her hopes, of her being in a ſhort time the Wife 
of RopoLPHo, the Fears of not being loved by him, 
mingled with thoſe other more agreeable Ideas; 
and as ſhe concealed nothing from her dear Luc1a, ſhe 
often entertain'd her on this Theme: A vicious and un- 
governable Wantonneſs, ſaid ſhe to her, enflam'd him 
once with a Defire of poſſeſſing me, without nodes 
ſcarce ſeen me; and, perhaps, after the firit Tranſ- 
ports, deteſting his Deportment, cou'd not fee the Oc- 
caſion of it without Pain; and my feeble Attractions, 
far from giving birth to a laudable Paſſion in his Heart, 
have excited only Indifference, and it may be, added 
ſhe, with a Sigh, Contempt. 

LUCIA. who was of a gay ſprightly Diſpoſition, 
wou'd not ſuffer her to continue in an Apprehenſion 
which ſeem'd to her to have ſo weak a Foundation; 
and ſeeing every thing ſucceed ſo much beyond their 
Hopes, gave herſelf a greater Liberty of Speech than 
was uſual with her on this occaſion. I judge w_ 

| Other- 
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otherwiſe, Madam, ſaid ſhe, of the Sentiments of Ro- 
BoLPHO: if the fight of you but for half a Moment 
inſpired him with a Paſſion he was unable to reſiſt, what 
ſhall become of him, to beho!d thoſe thouſand Charms 
which he had not time then to examine? I rather ap- 
prehend, continued ſhe, laughing, that after what he 
has been compelled to do by an imperfect fight of you, 
he will entirely loſe his Reaſon, when he ſhall view the 
whole Luftre of your Beauty. 

BY ſuch like Diſcourſes, ſhe diſfpated all the Diſ- 
quiets of her Miſtreſs. But while every one in the Pa- 
lace ſeem'd to vye with the other in manifeſting their 
Zeal and Attachment to the amiable Lzocapia, the 
Gentleman who was ſent to RopoLrao, found him at 
Gaunt, where the Archduke then kept his Court: he 
was held there in an Eſteem and Confideration which 
might have ſatisfied the utmoſt Wiſhes of a vain Heart, 
and cou'd not but have been pleaſing to his, if that which 
paſſed in his Mind had left any Remains of Se!f-love. 
But all the Honours he received from the Prince, the 
Friendſhips he had made with the Courtiers, and the 
Amuſements with which that Palace abounded, had not 
the power to eraſe the Memory of that Iaſt Night he had 
paſſed at Toledo: his injured Unkzown purſued him eve- 
ry where; the Sound of her Voice was perpetually in his 
Ears, and, in ſpite of the Diverſity of Places thro' which 
his Curiofity had carried him, the Rarities of ah, and 
the Beauties of France, he was always poſic!s'd by the 
Object of his Remorſe, and of his Love: and tho' his 
Love took riſe from that very Offence which ordi- 
narily deſtroys it in other Men, it the more firmly rout- 
ed it in him; and all tne Circumſtances of that Adven- 
ture, which were never one moment from his Thoughts, 
making him appear hateful to himſeif, at the fame time 
rendered the beautiful Occaſion more adorable; and, in 
the whole Courle of his ſeven Years abſence, he nei- 
ther found any Ceſſation to his Grief, nor Abatement in 
his Love. 

BUT that which greatly added to his 'Trouble, was 
the Aſſurance, that it was the Unknown who had taken 


the Croſs out of his Cabinet, and, by that means, 
wou'd 


6183) 


wou'd diſcover the Author of her Rape. He had laid it 


in the Drawer of that Cabinet, when he lett his A- 
partment, in order to go into the Country with his 
Friends, as he never took thoſe Marks of Diſtinction 


when he went upon a Party of Pleaſure: and having 


the Key of that Chamber in his Pocket, no Perſon 
cou'd have been in; it muſt therefore be the Unknown 
who had committed the Robbery, in hope of revenging 
what ſhe had ſuffered by him. Neither cou'd he flatter 
himſelf with being conceal'd, if ſhe expoſed that Croſs ; 
for tho' there were many of the Order, his was adorn'd 
in a peculiar manner, and much richer than any of the 
others; and being a Preſent to him from the Queen, 
wou'd be known to the whole Court. 

WHEN he reflected on this, and that the Woman 
for whom he burned with the extremeſt Paſſion, 
ſhou'd know that it was RopoLyHo DE RIBE1lRos from 


whom ſhe had received ſo unpardonable an Outrage, he 


was ready to die with Shame and Rage. 


THE Agitations of his Soul were the more violent, 
in that he had reſol ved never to confide ſo far in any Per- 


ſon, as to truſt them with the Secret of his Love and 
Grief. The ſtrongeſt Paſſions find ſome Eaſe in being 
communicated ; and as he refuſed that only Relief, he 


{uffered himſelf to be continually torn with ſuch Emc-- 


tions, as it wou'd be very difficult to deſcribe. 

IT was in this cruel Situation the Gentleman from 
his Father found him, and preſented to him his Diſ- 
patches. It is ſo natural for thoſe whole Minds are 
wholly taken up with any one thing, to imagine every 
thing they hear or ſee has a tendency to that, that it is 
not to be wondered at, that RovoLeao, imagining his 
Secret was diſcover'd, opened the Letters with a Ter- 
ror equal to his Impatience. That from the Count was 
in theie Terms: | 


To RopoLPHo DE RIBEIROS. 


" N Affair of the moſt preſſing nature, and of 
oo near concern to both our Honours, obliges 
me to command your immediate Return: heſitate 

; 66 not 


. . 2 — — 
c 


223 — 1 - "— 
1 . 


1 
N 


= _"= 
— a 2 . 
— — Ee Rn ² ——y—̃— —— — cas — 
— > „ m —_— 
— 2 a — 
— — * —_ — 


11849 


% not to obey me, if either my Glory or your own 
„% have any ſhare in your Conſideratidn. 


FERNAND DE RIRBEIROS. 


In that of SrETHAN ILA, he found theſe Words: 


79 RopoLPHO DE RIBEIRCOS. 


e HE Moment you receive theſe, my Son, quit 
5 the Place you are in, the moſt cruel Affront 
zin nature demands your Preſence at Toledo; and, ſince 
«« we have only you to ſupport the Glory of our Blood, 
„ ſhew yourſelf worthy of it, by your Eagerneſs to re- 
turn, if you wou'd ſtill find the ſame tender Mother 
you hitherto have done in 


STEPHANIA DE R1BEIRoOsS. 


THE Words Afront, Honour, and Glery, worked on 
RopvoLyyo all the Effect they were intended for: he 
preſently imagin'd his Father had received ſome Out- 
rage, and that he was called to waſh off the Affront in 
the Blood of his Enemy. In this Thought, an Arden- 
cy for Vengeance took up all his Breaſt: Let us go, 
cry'd he, and ſhew Don FErNnand, that RopoLY HO 
is his Son. But LEONARD, ſaid he, to the Gentleman 
that brought the Letters, can you tell me nothing of this 
Affair? Have you no farther Inſtructions for me than 
what is here contain'd? But he, Who had orders to 
diſcover nothing to him, reply'd, That his Commiſ- 
fion extended no farther, and that all he knew of the 
Matter was, that both the Count and Counteſs appeared 
1 agitated when they put theſe Letters into his 

and, and had expreſly charged him, not to return 
without effecting the Buſineſs he was ſent upon. There 
needed no more to oblige Ro DOI HO to depart ; full of 
Courage, of Reſpe& and Love to his Parents, he halted 
to give them Proofs of it: and it was in this only Mo- 
ment, that the Memory of his Unknown abandon'd 


him, 
HE 


. 
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HE immediately put his Affairs in order, took 
Leave of the Archduke, and the other Nobllity, with 
whom he had been intimate, and came poſt with 
LeoxarD, Who quitted him at a little diſtance from 
Toledo, to advertile the Count and Counteſs of his 
Approach, 

TWO Months were elapſed ſince the Departure of 
LO NAR PD, and STEPHANIA Was expecting every Mo- 
ment, when he appeared with the joy ful Tidings, The 
Tranſports of ſo tender a Mother, at hearing her dear 
and only Son was ſo near at hand, after an abſence of 
ſeven Years, might well be expected to engroſs her 
whole Soul, at leaſt, for ſome time; but they had al- 
ready reſolved in what manner they ſhou'd conduct the 
Plan they had laid, that her Emotions did not hinder her 
in the leaſt, from putting every thing in the order they 
had projected. 

SHE made LEocapia and the young Don CARLOS 
retire into an Apartment on the other ſide of the Palace, 
whence they were not to ſtir till the time they had 
concluded; and enjoined all the Servants to Secre- 
cy, on every thing that had paſſed: which, every one 
hoping to have a ſhare in the Pleaſure this Accident 
wou'd at laſt create, was oblerved with the utmoſt Punc- 
tuality. 

IN fine, RopoLeno arrived, and tho' the Equipage 
of a Man that rides poſt cou'd not have much Decorum, 


/ he wou'd not change it, that he might the better teſtify 
s to the Count and Counteſs, the Hate he made to obey 
l their Commands. This Interview drew Tears of Joy 
4 and Tenderneſs from all Parties; and tho Don Fexnanp 
3 did his utmoſt to maintain his Gravity, he cou'd not re- 
4 ſtrain his Eyes from overflowing, when he beheld his 
| Son at his feet. 

ph STEPHANTA embraced him a thouſand times: and 
a this ſeven Years abſence had made fo advantageous an 
4p Alteration in his Perſon, that ſhe cou'd not help regarding 
1 him with Admiration ; the Regularity of his Features, 
e the uncommon Luſtre of his Eyes, the Exactneſs of his 
2 Sha pe, noble Stature, and that Air of Grandeur which 


a ccompanied the leaſt of his Actions, made him appear 
no 
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no leſs accompliſhed a Man, than Leocavpia was a Wo- 
man. But that which attracted the Eyes of both the 
Count and Counteſs, was, in ſpite of the difference 
between Maturity and Childhood, the perfect Reſem- 
blance the young Don Cartos had of him; and had 
they not been before confirmed by a thouſand Circum- 
ſtances of the Truths LEO CA DIA had told them, this 
of itfelf had been enough. ä 

THE firſt Traniports of their meeting were no 
ſooner over, than Ro pOL HHO entreated his Father to 
let him know by what manner he could prove himſelf 
worthy to be his Son, and repair the firſt Faults of his 
Youth. NI, Son, reply'd Don FerNnanD, I am fatis- 
hed with your Obcdience, and charmed with the lau- 
dable Impatience you teſtify to anſwer the Demands 
of Duty and of Honour; but the Aﬀair, I wrote to 
you upon, is accommodated. I was not offended in 
ſuch a manner, as cou'd admit no other Satisfaction 
than the Blood of the Offender: it was my firſt E- 
motions that dictated the Letter you received, but J 
have now more calm Reflections. However, I am 


not ſorry, I have acted in that faſhion, fince by it you. 


are reſtored to your Family. Go, and take that 
Repoſe which is neceſſary after the fatigue of your 
Journey.— To- morrow I will acquaint you 
with every thing you defire to know. 

RODOLPHO, who perceived his Father had no 
Inclination to ſpeak farther at preſent, forbore to preſs 
him on that Article, and defired he wou'd permit him 
only to change his Habit, and enjoy the Satisfaction of 
paſſing the Remainder of the Day with his Mother. At 
theſe Words, he was conducted to his own Apartment, 
where all the iad Ideas, which had ſo long tormented 
him, and, but in the hurry of his Father's Commands, 
had known Ceſſation, returned with double Force into 
his Mind, on entering a Place which had been the Scene 
of that Crime, to which they owed their Birth. He 
cou'd not ſee again that Chamber and that Bed, with- 
out being agitated with the moſt cruel Reflections. 
His former Melanchoily came now accompanied with 
Horror, to which abandoning himſelf, he fell into ſuck 
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a Condition, that had Don FERN AND or STEPHania 
ſeen him that moment, it wou'd ſcarce have been poſſible 
for them to have known him. 

THE Counteſs in the mean time, judging of the 
Suſpenſe LEocap1a mult be in, had no ſooner quitted 
her Son, than ſhe went to her Apartment, where ſhe 
found her all in Tears, holding Don Ca R Los in her 
Arms, and begging of Heaven to inſpire Ro DOI HHO De 
RiBeiros with the Sentiments of a Father for that 
amiable Child. STEPHANIa entreated ſhe would not 
doubt ic, and that ſhe wou'd uſe her utmoſt Efforts to 
compoſe heiſelf, for the better Accompliſhment of 
the Deſign they had formed. That beautiful Lady had 
been ſo ſtruck with the Cries of Joy, which reſound- 
ed thro' the Palace on the Arrival of RopoLyno; and 
with the mixed and tumultuous Emotions of Hope 
and Fear, at the knowledge he was ſo near her, and 
that the Criſis of her Happineſs or Miſery for ever 
was now at hand, that her very Soul ſeemed all diſſol- 
ved, and ſtreaming at her Eyes. The illuſtrious SE“ 
PHANIA was a Jong time before ſhe cou'd diſſipate 
theſe Perturbations; but at laſt her Endeavours 1uc- 
ceeded, LExOCADIA grew more aſiured, and ' promiſed 
to bring herſelf into a Condition to execute her Pleaſure, 
with all the Reſolution that was neceſſary for it. 

THE Counteſs not being willing to give any Suſ- 
picion to her Son by a too long Ablence, retired to her 
own Apartment, as ſoon as ſhe had a little ſettled the 
Mind of LEocap1a;and RopoLPHo, to whom the fight 
of his Lodgings was a perfect Hell, was coming into 
the excellent STEPHANIA'S Antichamber the Moment 
ſhe entered. Don FerRNAxD well knowing his Preſence 
inſpired too great a Reſpect and Awe in his Son, to 
ſuffer him to expreſs himſelf before him with that 
liberty he wiſhed, was already withdrawn, leaving his 
Wife to act in what manner ſhe thought fit, for the 

better Explication of RoporyHo's Sentiments. The 
Tenderneis with which ſhe loved him, made her readily 
undertake this Task; and, in order to oblige him to 
ſpeak freely to her, omitted no Careſſes that the fon- 
deſt Mother cou'd beſtow: but taking notice of his 
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rofound Melancholly, Ro porto, ſaid ſhe, the Joy 

have to ſee you is far from being perfect, fince [ 
perceive you do not ſhare it with me. That 
—_— Penſiveneſs and Languor, that fits upon your 
row, makes me think the Houſe of your Father has 
no longer any Charms for you, and that you have left 
at Gaunt, or ſome other Place, Objects more agrecable 
to your Mind than any you can find at To/eao. 

THIS Remark of STEPHAN1a's made RopoLPyO 
figh, he had not Command enough ever himſelf to 
conceal ſo violent a Grief as he was now aſſailed with; 
but conſtraining it as much as poſſible, I ſwear to 
you, Madam, anſwered ire, that To/edos contains all 
that is dear to me in the World; and that in all my 
Travels, I have never ſeen an Object capable of making 
me forget, even for a moment, what I left behind. 

THE Counteſs had a much better Gueſs than he 
imagin'd, at the Meaning of theſe Words, but reſolved 
to make bim explain himſelf: And why then, reſumed 
ſhe, are you not rejoiced in ſeeing us again ?!————ocr 
Wherefore did you quit us? For, in fine, Ro DpOL P Ho, 
continued ſhe, I cannot think, but ſuch a precipitated 
Deparcure as yours was, muſt be occafioned by ſome 
very violent Diſcontent. I know very well, 
that on your firſt attaining to the State of Man, you led 
a Life little worthy of you; and had Companions, who 
drew you into Irregularities I am unwilling to men- 
tion———but after all, my Son, I know no young 
Man exempt from Faults ; you ought not for that rea- 
fon have abandoned us. Cou'd you not quit your Vices 
without quitting a Father and a Mother, who ſo ten- 
derly loved you, who were ever ready to forgive the falſe 
Steps you made; and whoſe Example and Precepts 
might have reconducted you in the Paths of Virtue? 

SPEAK, my dear Robo ho, nor diſguiſe to me 
the Cauſe of a Departure, which gave us ſo much 
Trouble. You have now nothing to fear from our 
Reſentments. We are fully convinced, you 
will repair all you have done, and one day give us much 
more Happineſs than ever you did Diſquiet—therefore, 
you ought not to apprehend either Reproaches or Ri- 

gours 
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gours from us. Explain to me, I entreat, I 
conjure, I command you, the obſcure Meaning of that 
Letter you left on your Table; and, if you have any 
Sentiments of Duty or Tenderneſs for a Mother, to 
whom you have ever been ſo dear, refuſe me not this 
Satisfaction. N 

THIS preſſing Sollicitation threw RoDOoUHHoO into 
the utmoſt Confuſion; the Tears which his Mother 
cou'd not reſtrain from falling, while ſpeaking in this 
manner, made his flow faſt; and his Heart, which had 
never yet disburthen'd itſelf in the Breaſt of any Per- 
ſon, found this moment a kind of Sweetneſs in the 
liberty of doing it, at the ſeet of a Woman to whom 
he was bound by all the Ties of Blood, Nature, Duty 
and Affection. Shame, however, made ſome Reſiſ- 
tance to the Deſire he had of complying with her De- 
mands ; and before he was able to declare the ſhocking 
Story, looking on her with an Air the moſt {ad and 
piercing; Ah, Madam! cry'd he, what a Confeſſion 
do you oblige me to make 

WHATEVER it be, reply'dSTEPHAaN1a haſtily,and 
willing to take advantage of the State ſhe ſaw him in, 
I again require it of you, and to embolden you to make 
it fully, I promiſe you an eternal Secrecy; and that 
Don FERNAN PD himſelf ſhall never know it, if it be a- 
ny thing unfit for him to hear. 

THIS Aſſurance from a Mouth on which he cou'd 
ſo well depend, the Teſtimonies of her Goodneſs to 
him; and above all, the Hope he had of findin 
Eaſe in the Communication of his Grief, 8 
him to make the Diſcovery. He remained ſome time 
with his Eyes fixed on the Earth, and his Arms acroſs 
his Breaſt, denoting the inward Perplexity he was in: 
at laſt changing ſuddenly his whole Poſture, he addreſſed 
her in theſe Terms. | 

BELIEVE not, Madam, ſaid he, that I heſitate if 
I ſhou'd obey you.——TI ſhou'd be indeed unworthy of 
that Tenderneſs you have always ſhewn to me, if I 
ſhou'd any longer preſerve a Secret you are deſirous to 
be informed of. But, Oh Heaven ! how will 
the Reſpe& I owe you permit me to make a Recital of 
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an Adventure, the moſt ſhocking in the World. 
But you command it in Terms not to be withſtood ; 
and the only Favour I entreat of you 1s, that you will 
remember that you have done ſo. 

THEN, perceiving ſhe was attentive to what he 
was about to ſay, he recounted the Rape of LEeocapia 
in the manner it happened, and as ſhe had before rela- 
ted, with theſe Additions, of the Promiſe he had made 
his Friends, his Horror for that Promiſe, and the Be- 
haviour, which was afterwards inſpired by his Regret, 
the manner in which he had deceived his Companions, 
his Return to LEocaD1a, and his Diſcourſe with her. 
But tho' he took ali Precautions neceſſary, to make his 
Expreſions ſuitable to the Chaſtity of the Ears of 
thoſe who heard him, he cou'd not ſpeak of the Vio- 
lence of his Deſire, and the Tranſports which com- 
pelled him to ſuch an Action, without bringing Bluſhes 
ieveral times on the Face of the virtuous STEPHANIA. 
However, he continued his Narration, and concluded 
it with the Reſolution he took the ſame Night, to 
go out of Spain, and rather abandon every thing, than 
remain in a Place which he had diſhonoured by ſo un- 
worthy an Action- 

THIS, Madam, faid he, is the Truth of what you 
commanded me to reveal; and the only Cauſe of my 
quitting you, and of that Melancholly you obſerve in 
me at my Return. But, methinks, reply'd the Coun- 
teſs, Time might erale the Memory of this Accident; 
and tho' your Crime was of the moſt grievous kind, 
I hope ſo long a Day of Penance, may be ſome Atone- 
ment for it. —— —— lt is true indeed, continued ſhe, 
that I did not expect an Account of this Kind: but as 
T gave you my Promiſe not to make you any Reproa- 
ches, I ſhall be ſilent on that Topick. | 

ALAS! Madam, cry'd he, my own Reflections are 
ſufticiently my own Tormentors; cou'd it be poſſible, 
that any —_ cou'd be added to the Heinouſne's of 
my Crime. Yet is Remorſe the leaſt of Il's that I 


endure; to my misfortune, I love and adcre the Objet 


by whom I never can be but hated. The Reſpect 


I have for her, is greater than the Outrage I have 
done 
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done her; and as nothing wou'd be ſo happy for me 
as to know her, if there were a Poſſibility of her For- 
giveneſs; ſo nothing is ſo terrible to me, as the Ap- 
prehenſions that, by the means of that Croſs ſhe took 
away, ſhe may one day diſcover the Author of her 
Wrongs, and curſe RodoLPHo in her nameleſs Raviſher. 
J conteſs to you, Madam, that I can ſcarce retain my 
Reaſon, when I reflect, that I am conſidered as the 
moſt unworthy of Mankind, by the only Woman my 
Fate will ſuffer me to adore. 

A thouſand Sighs now ſtrove for Paſſage in the 
Breaſt of the amorous RopoLy no, and prevented him 
from proſecuting his Diſcourſe. SH EPHANIA was 
touched ſo ſenſibly with the Condition ſhe ſa him 
in, that had it not been for fear of diſobliging the 


Count, ſhe had calmed all the Diſorders of his Mind, 


by acquainting him with what ſhe knew; but as ſhe 
was unwilling to infringe her Orders, ſhe conſtrained 
herſelf to conceal the Contentment it gave her to hear 
him ſpeak in this Manner, and aſſuming an Air als 
together grave and ſerious: 

PHE Paſiion, ſaid ſhe, you have for this Unknown, 
is no leſs ſurprizing, than falling in love after Death 
with a Perſon one never had any Tenderneſs for in 
Life. Bat I wou'd adviſe you, my Son, to make uſe 
of all your Reaſon for extinguiſhing a Flame, which 
muſt render you unhappy, if indulg'd. If ſhe, you 
have offended, had been of noble Birth, having ſo au- 
thentic a Teſtimony againſt you as that Croſs, her 
Parents would have endeavoured to revenge the Wrong, 
or at leaſt have obliged you to repair it, by making 
her your Wife: but as ſeven Years are paſicd ſince this 
Adventure, and we have heard nothing of it, ſhe muſt 
doubtleſs be ſome conſiderable Creature, and took 
the Croſs from you only as the Price ſhe thought due 
for the loſs of her Innocence. Or, perhaps, continued 
ſhe, ſhe may by this time be dead. But whatever 
ſhe be, I wou'd have you think of her no more; Time 
eraſes every thing, and I hope wil cure ycu of ſo 
fruitleſs a Deſire, and put you in a condition to ac- 
cept a Spouſe worthy of you. Be aſſured, my dear 
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RovpoLyPno, I ſhall omit nothing that may ſerve to diſ- 
ſipate thoſe Melancholy Ideas; and, among other 
things, will engage the Daughter of Don Lewis DE 
ZAGREDA, Who is one of the moſt amiable young La- 
dies in the World, and adear Friend of mine, to permit 
you to be preſent at the Pleaſure ſhe gives us ſome- 
times with the {weet Accents of her Voice: tis the 
only Conſolation I have taſted fince your Departure, 
and I flatter myſelf, it will be no inconſiderable one 
to you. But tis late, added ſhe, I would have you re- 
tire, and not ſhew yourſelf in publick, till the Count 
has communicated ſomething to you he wou'd have 
ou know. 

RODOLPHO let her know by his Anſwer, that 
this laſt Order was unneceſſary, and that Solitude had 
more Charms for him, than either the Court or City. 
He returned her 'Thanks for all the Tokens ſhe had gi- 
ven him of her Goodneſs : but at the ſame time tefl- 
tified a great Indifference for the Amuſements ſhe of- 
fered him ; and then took has leave, that ſhe might go 
to Bed. 

B UT Repoſe was a thing ſhe could not reſolve to 
take, till after ſhe had viſited LEocap1a, and given her 
a faithful Account of what had paſſed ; finding an ex- 
treme Pleaſure in being the firſt that ſhou'd inform her 
of the Sentiments of RopoLPHo : the Count, who was 
there before her, was charm'd at the Recital, and 
Leocapia appeared no leſs ſenſible than ſhe ought. All 
their Meaſures being taken for the next Day, Don 
FBRN AND and STEPHANIA withdrew to their Cham- 
ber, in order that LEOCA DIA might enjoy the Sweets 
of that Reſt, which the Confuſions of her Mind had 
for a long time denied. 
BUT Joy was now a greater Enemy to Sleep, than 
Grief had been ; this beautiful Lady had ſo much to 
think upon, ſo much to fay, that the Night was too 
ſhert to give vent to half the Tranſports of her Soul ; 
the Morning found her thus employed, and the faith- 
ful Luc1a had enough to do, to perſuade her to Mode- 
ration, that ſhe might be able to ſee RopoLeHo, and 
ſupport the different Agitations the fight of him mult 
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ef neceſſity create. That youug Nobleman paſſed his 
Hours in his ordinary melancholly Reflections; and the 
Count and Counteſs were the only Perions who en- 
joyed a perfect 'Tranquillity, The Return of fo dear 
a Son, and the Certainty of his loving her they had de- 
ſtin'd for him, entirely baniſhed all their Inquietudes. 
THE Counteſs employed the greateit part of th& 
Morning in ſeeing LEOCADIA drels'd in the moſt rich 
and becoming Faſhion that can be 1magin'd ; the Seams 
of her Habit were covered with Pearls and Rubies, 
her Hair was partly looſe, and flowing with a ſtudied 
Negligence over her Shoulders; the other was tied up 
in Puffs, between every one of which were large pen- 
dant Diamonds, of a prodigious Luſtre, and glitter'd 
round her Head like the Stars in AR1lapnie's Crown. 
In the middle, juſt above her Forehead, was placed 
a Triangle of Jewels in form of a Tiara, which being 
compoſed of different precious Stones, ſuch as Eme- 
ralds, Topazes, Jacinths, Rubies, and Saphirs, had ſuch 
a beautiful Variety in their mingled Blaze, as both plea- 
ſed and pained the Eye at once. Her natural Charms 
thus embeliſhed by all the Ornaments of Art, ſhe ap- 
peared the moſt lovely and the moſt dazling Object that 
ever was beheld. STEPHANIA put about her Neck a 
fine String of Diamonds, to which hung the Croſs of 
the Order of CALATRAV4& 3 but becaule this extraordi- 
nary Ornament ſhou'd not be ſeen *till they ſhou'd find 
a proper Time, the String which held it was fo long, 
that it fell upon her Stomach, and was concealed by a 
rich Mantle thrown acroſs her Shoulders for that pur- 
ole. 
pf THE young Don CarLos was allo magnificently 
habited, and nothing was wanting to inſpire Ropou- 
PHO With Admiration, both of the Mother and Son: 
who, far from imagining what was preparing for him, 
was all this time in the Apartment of the Count. 
This tender Father, to amule him, entertained him 
with a thouſand different Adventures, that had happen'd 
among Perſons of their Acquaintance, ſince his De- 
parture ; and then beguiled the time till it was conve- 
Vol. IV. nient 
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nient to go into STEPHANIa's Apartment, with queſ- 
tioning him on what he had ſeen in his Travels. 

WHEN they came into that Lady's Apartment, 
they found her alone with her Women, and the Con- 
verſation was but juſt began, when a Servant came 
into the Room, and ſpoke ſomething in a low Voice to 
the Counteſs. Let her come in, anſwered ſhe aloud ; 
You know, I am never ſo much engag'd, to refuſe Ad- 
mittance to ſo dear a Friend. My Lord, continued 
ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to the Count, it is the incompa- 
rable LEeocapia, who is come to dine with us. With 
theſe Words, ſhe roſe from her Chair, and the Door 
being immediately opened, LEocaDl1a appeared, more 
charming by her native Lovelineſs than by the Magni- 
ficence of her Habit: ſhe had the young Don CarLos 
in her Hand; and the Counteſs embracing her, How 
happy am I, ſaid ſhe, my deareſt LEeocap1a, that you 
are come to participate with us in the pleaſure of my 
Son's Return, See Madam, continued ſhe, preſenting 
him to her, that RoDpOLP Hao, of whom you have ſo ot- 
ten heard me ſpeak, and whoſe Abſence I have ſo long 
deplored. 

LEOCAD 1A ſaluted him, without making any An- 
ſwer to the Counteſs ; and being ſeated near her, began to 
entertain her in a half Whiſper. As for RopoLPeno, 
all his Senſes ſeemed ſuſpended at this charming Ob- 
jet; he had never imagin'd, there was any thing ſo 
perfect in the World, and regarding her with ſo great 
an Attention, he ſaw nothing elſe about him. 

BUT Don Fexzxnanp relieved him from this Extacy, 
by making him take notice, that the little Don Ca Rx Los 
ſtretch'd his Arms out to him: this Action, which had 
not been premeditated, a little diſconcerted the Count 
and Counteſs, and particularly his Mother; but every 
one conſtraining themſelves as much as poſſible, they 
turned their Obſervation entirely on Ro DOL HHO; who, 
ſtooping to embrace Ca R Los, had no ſooner caſt his 
Eyes on him, than it was not in his power to take 
them off: his Beauty, his graceful Air, and the tender 
Careſſes he gave him, made him feel ſomething thro? 
his whole Frame, to which all his Life hitherto he Ned 

en 


( 195 ) | 
been a Stranger. The Reſemblance he found in him 
of himſelf, ſtruck him with a mixed Aſtoniſnment 
and Tenderneſs; and, in ſpite of him, made ſome 
Tears fall from his Eyes; and not able to reſt in theſe 
Agitations, Madam, ſaid he, turning to STEPHANIA, is 
this amiable Child of your Blood? I ſee an 
Air of the Family in him, which {urprizes me; and my 
Heart, methinks, tells me I ſhall hear ſtrange things. 
I know not, cry'd Don Car Los haſtily, but I wiſh you 
were the Father that Madam the Counteſs promiſed 
me. 

THESE Words touch'd Leocap1a, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that her Face was in an inſtant bath'd in Fears. 
My Lord, ſaid ſhe to Roporyuo, forcing herſelf ta 
ſpeak, my Son is ignorant of the Author of his Being, 
and you muſt pardon his indiſcreet Wiſhes. 'The Ac- 
cents of that Voice were too preſent to Ro DOLL HO not 
to be remembred ; and if the little he had ſeen of LE O-/ 
CADIA, and ſeven Years Abſence had made her Features 
not abſolutely known to him, her manner of ſpeak- 
ing was not in the leaſt forgot. His Confuſion en- 
creaſed the more he reflected, and without ſufferin 
Don CarLos to quit his Arms, What, Madam, faid 
he, is this your Son, and does he not know his Fa- 
ther? How unhappy muſt be the Man who is ſepa- 
rated from a Wife and Son, ſo perfectly charming! 
This is an Adventure, anſwered ſhe, too melancholy 
for our Entertainment, in a Day of Joy ſuch as this; 
and | beg, you will excuſe the Tears that fo cruel a 
Remembrance forces from me. In {peaking this, ſhe 
let the Mantle fall off her Shoulders, as if by Accident, 
and diſcovered the Croſs of the Order of CaLaTRava. 
Ropor po more aſſured than before, that he was not 
deceived in the Sound of her Voice, was animated by 
Emotions the moſt extraordinary that cou'd be; and 
more carefully examining her whole Form, the Croſs 
immediately attracted his Eyes, and threw him into ſa 
E an Aſtoniſnment, that he was wholly una- 
le to diſſemble it. What is it I ſee, cry'd he? What 
is it I hear? Then turning his Eyes about, and ſeein 
the Count and Counteſs in Tears, and the beautiful 
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Lzocanr1a with her Head reclined, and almoſt faint; Juſt 
Heaven! added he, can what I think be poſſible? Ah! 
continued he, throwing himſelf on his Knees with the 
utmoſt Agonies of Love, Hope, Fear, and Wonder, 
put an end, I beſeech you, I conjure you, to the Un- 
certainty I am in tell me, if my Defires deceive 
me ? or, if I am happy enough to It was nat in 
his power to conclude what he was about to ſay, a 
Storm of riſing Sighs ſtop'd the Paſſage of his Words, 
and were.near depriving him alſo cf Breath, when Don 
FERNAND DE RIBE1RoOs, not able to endure ſo moving 
a Spectacle; Preſumptuous Roporyno, ſaid he to him, 
with a Voice in which Tenderneſs had a greater Share 
than Anger, Behold the Aﬀront thou art to waſh away 
behold the Honour thou art to repair 
behold to what thy Glory and ours excites thee, and 
either die, or acknowledge thy Wife and thy Son. 
Theſe Words in a moment diſſipated all the Obſcurity 
of his own Ideas, and abandoning himſelf wholly to 
the Exceſs of his Joy 3 What 1s it you, faid he, to 
LEeocapra, ardently kifſing her Hands; Is it you, the 
divine Object of my moſt violent Paſſion, to whom I 
owe my Blood and my Life ? And is this lovely Child 
the Son of the Criminal RoDOL HRO? 

THEN taking Don CAR Los again between his 
Arms, and putting him in thoſe of Leocapla, he em- 
braced the one and the other with "Tranſports ſo vehe- 
ment, as tho' he wou'd have inſpired his Soul into 
them at every Preſſure. Yes, my Son, ſaid STEP Ha- 
N1a, Heaven has puniſhed your Crime ſufficiently in 
your Remorſe ; and what has made you wretched, now 
makes you happy. 

DURING all this Diſcourſe, Lzeocap1a was in a 
condition very difficult to expreſs, ayd not having the 
power to bring forth one Word, made known only by 
her Eyes the Emotions of her Soul. RopoLaro ap- 
peared too amiable for her not to follow with pleaſure 
the Inclination ſhe had for him; but when ſhe per- 
ceived that Tenderneſs, which the Sight of Don CAR - 
Los had infpired him with, and the Confuſion the 
Sound of her Vece had put him in, Love, Joy, and 

| Hope, 


—— 22 


9279672» „„ 


TTL wer 


(11! 
Minn 


VI 


* 


7 SCUGP 


, 


e 


£2 


22 — * 


r 


( 197 ) 
Hope, threw all her Spirits in ſo great a Hurry, that ſhe 
had much ado to recover herſelf. 

RopoLeio, who judged the Situation of her Mind 
by his own, conjured her not to refuſe his Careſſes: 
My dear Le ocaDIA, faid he, *tis no longer an unwor- 
thy Raviſher that preſents himſelf before you, 'tis the 


moſt reſpectful and ſubmiſſive Lover; tis a Huſ- 
band, who, with all the Ardour of an honourable Paſ- 
ſion, comes to drive that which has offended you far 
from your Remembranee "Tis no longer in the 
Horrors of Darkneſs he hides his guilty Love, but in 
the face of Heaven, and the Preſence of thoſe who gave 
him Being, that he ſwears to you an inviolable Tender- 
neſs ; that he gives you his Faith, and demands 
yours, 

Theſe tender Proteſtations having, in ſome meaſure, 
reſettled the Calm in Leocaop1a's Soul; And it is, an- 
ſwered ſhe, giving him her hand, in the preſence of 
thoſe you mention, and with the Conſent of him to 
whom I owe my Birth, that I receive with the ex- 
tremeſt Joy, the Faith you offer me, and engage mine 
10 you, 

Theſe Words, and the obliging Look that accompa- 
ny'd them, compleated the Satisfaction of RopoLrno ;z 
every thing he ſaid, every thing he did, teſtify'd the 
moſt perfect Love, the moſt perfect Gratitude; and the 
Count DoE RIBEIROsS, having ſent for Don LEWIS, who 
choſe not to be preſent at the firſt Diſcovery of this 
Myſtery ; that venerable Gentleman appeared, whom 
RopoLyPnro noſooner caſt his Eyes upon, than he imme» 
diately knew, having had time to conſider him while 
his Emiſſaries, with their Swords at his Throat, 
kept him from defending his Daughter: Ah ! my Lord, 
cry'd he to him, advancing with open Arms,. how 
guilty does your Preſence render me! and how little 
am I worthy of the Bleſſings Heaven has this Day be- 
ſtowed upon me] But, continued he, if to have given 
the incomparable LEeocania my Heart and my Faith, 
be not a ſufficient Atonement for my Crime, take my 
Life, my Lord; I will yield it with pleaſure, fo by it I 
may purchaſe your Eſteem. God forbid, reply'd Don 

| K 3 Lewis, 


4 * Wan 
o 


( 198 ) 


l rwis, embracing him, that I ſhould ſhed the leaſt 
Drop of Blood which is become ſo dear to me: let us 
talk no more of Guilt, or of Revenge; Don Fexnanpo 
having taken LEocapDia for his Daughter, I can no 
longer regard you but with the Eyes of a Father. 

I T was in this Inſtant, that the Palace of the Count 
reſounded with a thouſand Acclamations of Joy, and 
that theſe five illuſtrious Perſons delivered themſelves 
up Wholly to the utmoſt Exceſs of Love and Tender- 
neſs. The Careſſes RopoLPpno gave to his Wife and 
von, by turns, at laſt permitting Don FERNANpD to in- 
Jorm him, by what means Leocapia was brought to 
their Houſe; all the Teſtimonies by-which ſhe endea- 
vour'd to prove the Truth of her Adventure, were no— 
thing in compariſon of thoſe lively Emotions the force 
of Blood excited at the ſight of Don CARLOS. It was 
with Wonder and with Reverence, Robo Ho reflected 
on the Conduct of Providence in this Affair: but theſe 
grave Conſiderations giving way to the. tender Impa- 
tience of his Paſſion, Br the full Accompliſhment of his 
Happineſs, he entreated Don Fea naxd pt RiBelRos, 
and the Father of LEocaD1a, not to attend any Forma- 
Iities which might retard it. To this they readily con- 
ſented, and the ſame Night LEocap1a and he were uni- 
ted by Bonds, which can never be diſſolved but by 
Death. Their Paſſion for each other was not more 
wonderful in the Birth of it, than it was in the conti- 
nued Progreſs through their whole Lives; their Con- 
ſtancy, Fidelity, and Tenderneſs rendering celebrated 
for the preſent, and memorable for the future, the Et- 
tes of Love and Nature. 


THIS is indeed, ſaid URANIA, the moſt ſingular 
and the moſt touching Hiſtory I ever heard; and I be- 
lieve it no otherwiſe poſſible to prove to the beautiful 
ARELISE, how greatly we have been mov'd with it, 
than by the Tears ſhe has ſeen us ſhed. I proteſt to 
you, added THeELamoxT, that I found it impoſſible to 
reſtrain mine, and I have been, as it were, divided be- 
tween my Concern for the Facts related, and my ad- 
miration of the manner of relating them. 
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ABOVE all, interrupted OrRoyrmanss ſmiling, me- 
thinks the Lady has diſcovered an Infinity of Delicacy, 
in making us know the Crime of RopoLPyHo, without 
doing it in any "Terms which exceed the Bounds of the 
mo!t itri&t Decorum. 

N fne, cry'd FELICIA, to hinder ORornawts from 
ſaying any more on that head, ſhe knows how to 
touch, and intereſt our Paſſions, without wounding. 
our Modeſty; and I think CawILLa had reaſon to de- 
fare ſhe might ſpeak a long time, fince it 1s in her 
power to acquit herſelf ſo weil of the Task. 

ALL the Company, in their Turns, expreſſed the 
Picaſure ſhe had given them; and this amiable Lady 
was obliged, in ſpite of her Efforts, to hear thoſe Praiſes 
which were due to her Wit, and the Graces which ac- 
companied every thing ſhe ſaid: but reſolving, if poſ- 
ible, to turn the Converſation another way, You do 
not remember, interrupted ſhe, with a gay Air, that 
ALCIPPE and Lis1MoxD came not here to liſten to Eu- 
logiums on me, and that URania and ThELAMonT 
ought to be the {ole Objects of their Attention. 

WE wou'd be thoſe of their Eſteem and Friendſhip, 
ſaid URANIA, and we cannot more deſerve it than by 
the Juſtice we do you: however, ſince your Modeſty 
ſtlences our Inclinations, we mult agree to what you 
deſire. 

As our Company is now pretty extenſive, cry'd 
CELEMENA, meth inks it wou'd not be amiſs for us to 
divide; and that to leave FLOOR IV DA in more 'Tranquil- 
lity, one part enjoy'd the Remainder of this fine Day in 
the beautitul Gardens of this Houſe, and the other re- 
mained here. I perceive, anſwered FLORIN DA, that 
you are impatient to make ALCiPPE and Lis iuoNpwit- 
neſſes of all the Charms this Dwelling abounds with; 
which, I aſſure you, I am fo far from oppoſing, that 
1 was this Moment going to mention the ſame thing; 
bat it is on this Condition, that thoſe who quit me 

ſhall hold no other than general Converſation in this little 
abſence, and ſhall reſerve every thing that I am a Stran- 
ger to, till their Return. I promiſe you that, ſaid U- 
RANIA, Tiling to mm. LEMENA, and that if we 
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are inſpired with any agreeable Thoughts, you ſhall be the 
Xliſtrels of them when we come back. At theſe Words, 
TrHELAMoNT, followed by OrRoPHaNEes, ARrSAaM- 
N ES, and ALPHONSo,withURaNnia,FELICIAa,CAMIL- 
LA, andCELEM ENA, conducted ALI PEandLISIMOND 
into the Gardens: Ax ELISE, SILVIaNA,JuLta,Hok- 
TEN SIA, ER AS Mus, and MELAN Tus ſtay'd with FLo- 
KINDA, tho' that beautiful Lady wou'd fain have perſua- 
ded them to have participated of thePleaſure of the Walk. 

T HE Lovers of S1Lviana and ARELI1sE were 
charmed with Ur ania's Retreat; that obliging Lady 
having ſhewed them the Gardens, the Wilderneis, and 
great number of fine Grots and Caſcades, carry'd them 
thro' all the Apartments; but when they entered the 
Library, and ſaw the great Choice of learned and ele- 
gant Books, AL ci E could not retain his Acclamations, 
and entreated URANIA and THELAMONT to permit 
him and ARELISsE the Happineſs of repairing often 
thither, to the end, they might inſtru themſelves in 
what they were ignorant of, and call to memory, that 
which they had already been acquainted with. 

THIS modeſt Demand was not unanſwered by 
the Owners of the Place, who knowing perfectly well 
how to do Juſtice to Merit, teſtified to ALC IE in the 
moſt obliging Terms, the Pleaſure his Requeſt had gi- 
ven them: but not willing either he or LIs Id oN ſhou'd- 
be too long depriv'd of the fight of AR ELVIS E and S1Lvi- 
ANA, they reconducted them to the Apartment of F Lo- 
RINDA, where they found by the Twilight, which now 
took place of the Sun's Beams, they had ſomewhat a- 
buſed the Permiſſion ſhe had given them. 

EVERY one being ſeated as before: We are in- 
chanted, ſaid Lis IM oN D, with all that we have ſeen ; 
and, if it wou'd not be accounted an extravagant Wiſh, 
I wou'd pray for nothing with more Fervency, than 
that this delightful Dwelling might remain to the end 
of time, to ſerve asa perpetual Monumen: to the Glory 
of URANIA and THELAMONT. 

NOTHING can be more obliging than what 


you ſay, reply'd THELAMONT ; but we muſt not flatter 


ourſelves with a Fate different from others, nor that 
this 
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this Hd&uſe will be reſpected by Time, above the mag- 
nificent Cities which once gave Laws to the greateſt 
part of the Earth, and have now not the leaſt Footſteps 
remaining. 

THAT Reflection gives me no little pain, ſaid 
JuL1s ; I want, methinks, to ſee in Reality ſome Marks 
of thoſe Places, of which Hiſtory gives us ſo glorious 
an [dea. 

Y OU then wou'd have been extremely charmed, re- 
ſumed ThELAMoNrT, to be preſent at a Diſcovery made 
ſome Years ago, in the Land of a Gentleman of Cotan- 
tia near Valone 3 a Diſcovery which has occaſioned ma- 
ny fine Diſputes among learged Men, without any of 
them being able to make the thing perfectly plain. The 
Fact is this: 


COTANTINisalength of Earth that extends itſelf 
to the Sea, in the Province of Narmanady : in this Country 
there arcieveral little Towns, Boroughs, and Villages well 
peopled, and the Land carefully cultivated, produces, in 
great abundance, all things neceſlary for the Subſiſtance 
of the Inhabitants. A Gentleman of alone was ſo ex- 
trem'ciy picaſed with the Situation of the Place, that he 
employed Workmen to build a Caſtle there: as they 
were digging pretty deep, in crder to lay the Founda- 
tion, they tound ſomething that reſiſted, and turned 
the Edgesof their Spades; and after having ſcraped a- 
way the Harth, diicovered a ſolid and regular Building, 
many Foot under ground. The Gentleman being in- 
torn'd of it, commanded no Damage ſhou'd Le done 
to the Building, and that they ſthou'd purſue their 
Work in digging gradually all along the fides of it, let 
the Extent be never fo great. With an infinite deal of 
Labour and F xpence, they at lait diſcovered a Theatre 


i{pacious enough to contain five or tix thouſand Perſons. 


to be placed commodiouily. Every body was extreme- 
ly ſurpriſed at this Novelty ; the Governour, and the 
Intendant of the Province, came immedately to look 
upon it, and the Court no ſooner heard ot it, than Or- 
ders were {ent to the "I'roops, and to the Peaſants of the 
Place, to work, Night and Day; and iay the Earth all 
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open round about; imagining, that as there was a Thea- 
tre, there were alſo other Buildings no leſs worthy of 
the Search. 

T HIS Conjecture proved not fabulous; ſeveral very 
large and magnificent Baths were diſcovered, a Fort, or 
Kind of Cittadel, the Walls of which were fix foot thick, 
in ſome places twelve foot high, and in others eighteen 
or twenty; many Porches and Gates half ruined ; and 
in fine, moſt certain Marks that this had been a very 
great and beautiful City. Theſe conſiderable Remains 
of Antiquity made ſome imagine, that this was the an- 
cient City of Alonte, of which Cesar ſpeaks in his 
Commentaries, the Capital of the People who were 
called Yene/ly, or Unelly, the Name of Valone ſo nearly 
reſembling that of Alonte; but there were no certain 
Proofs of it, neither does any Hiſtory inform us how that 
great City came to be deſtroyed, any more than by 
what Accident, or in what time this of Cotantin was 
wallowed up. On ſeveral of the Edifices, there were 
Inſcriptions in the Celtic Language, but ſo defaced by 
time, that it was impoſſible to find out in what Year 
they were erected, or under whoſe Government. 


THIS Diſcovery is extremely curious, ſaid ARs Au- 
WES, and well deſerves the Notice of ſpeculative Per- 
ſons; as wou'd alſo the Revival of many other great 
Cities; ſuch as the ancient Per/epolis, Babylon, Troy, 
Sparta, Athens, and the famous Carthage, of whole 
Situation we know no more than by Conjecture, nor of 
divers others which have been deſtroyed, either by War, 
Fire, or the ſhaking of the Earth. 

I ſhou'd think it a little unjuſt, added Exasmus, if 
the Work of Man ſhou'd lait for ever, when Man him- 
ſelf does not. They live in the memory of others, re- 
ply'd JuL1a, and may be {aid never to die, fince Hi- 
ſtory and Tradition tranſmit their Names and Actions 
from Generation to Generation. 

WHAT Juri ſays, interrupted Ur a nia, is beyond 
all contradiction; and methinks it is a great Conſolation, 
as well as an Excitement to Virtue, that thoſe who by 
their worthy Deeds merit an everlaſting Remembrance, 
are certain of being perpetuated in Hiſtory, 
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WE have proved it fo by our Quotations, faid Or o- 
PHANES; and I read yeſterday, a little Paſſage which de- 
ſerves to be ranked among the molt noble of thoſe we 
have recited. Monſieur pt ViLLERoy, Miniſter and 
Secretary of State, who died at Roan in his 77th Year, 
on the 12th of December 1627, was the Favourite of 
four of our Kings, whoſe greateſt Affairs, for the 
ſpace of 53 Years, went entirely through his hands, 
and were conducted by him in ſuch a manner, as drew 
from the mouth of Henry the Great, theſe memora- 
ble Words; The whole Buſineſs of the Kingdom, ſaid 
he, is that of MonfieurpeViLLEROY; he is indefatiga- 
ble, he labours inceſſantly, and never does any thing but 
«« well.” And again, when his illuſtrious Miniſter fell ſick, 
and HENRx feared he was paſt Recovery, “I know not, 
* faid he, which of the two Lives is moſt neceſſary to 
*« the Good of the State, that of mine, or that of Mon- 
© feurveViLLEROY; whenever he dies, there can be no 
«© Reparation for his Loſs, becauſe his Knowledge is in- 
** finitely beyond what is to be found in all our Books.“ 

THESE are Praiſes, continued ORoPHaNEs, which 
render the Giver and Recciver equally immortal: a 
Miniſter ſach as ViLtLEROY, merited ſuch a Matter as 
Hexry tocomment his Abilities, and a Monarch ſuch 
a HExnkgy deter ved ſuch a Miniitcr no lels faithful and 
7caious than VILLEROY. 

IT is true, faid Ex As uus, when Princes neither 
will command, nor be pleated with any thing but wor- 
thy Actions, they will always find good Counſellors ; 
the Monarch's Example is the Byaſs of the Miniſter, 
as that of the Miniliter is the Rule by which the in- 
terror Courtiers and Officers are ſway'd. Hiſtory, 
therefore, cannot too often repeat the Praiſes due to 
Men juſtly qualified for great Employ ments; it hires the 
Succeſſor with a generons Emulation to deſerve the 
lame, and puts to ſhame any Emotions which might 
lead him to Actions that wou'd derogate from his Glory. 

I'T muſt be confe(s'd, added CELEMENA, that Praiſe 
is part of the Wages of Virtue; and a Prince can make 
his Juſtice appear no better a way, than by a punctual 
Payment of this Debt. But thoſe Favourites who ſerve 
not only through a Principle of Duty, but are alſo at- 
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tached by a particular Friendſhip and Tenderneſs to 
their Royal Maſters, methinks, can never be too much 
extolled : the little Hiſtory you recounted yeſterday of 
LoypiRus and the King of Perſi a, touched me in the 
molt {ſenſible manner; and tho' the Severity of that 
General's Deſtiny preſented him with an occaſion the 
moſt dreadtul that can be imagined, of manifeſting his 
Lea] ; yet there is ſomething ſo pleaſingly aſtoniſhing in 
the Adventure, as entirely takes off all the Horror ot it. 

WHEREVER Affection is joined to Duty, re- 
ply'd TyHELAamoNT, a Subject is capable of undertak- 
ing any thing for his Sovereign: this is a Rule which 
holds good in all Times, and among all Nations. J 
know another Example, which, in its kind, merits no 


leſs to be remembered with everlaſting Praiſe than that 
of Zo IRus. 


KAMH I, the prefent Emperor of China, having 
heen told, that Wine, when drank to exceſs, depriv'd 
People of their Reaſon, had a mind to make an Experi- 


ment of the Effects of this Liquor on himſelf: and, 


in this Refolution, made choice of a Mandarin, for 
whom he had a very great Friendibip, to be Partaker 
with him in this Debauchery ; and having commanded 
the fineſt Furopean Wines ſhou'd be brought into his 
Chamber, had large Veilels filled out, and bid his Fa- 
vourite drink with him. The Mandarin, who knew 
not what effect it might produce both on the Empe- 
ror and himſelf, repreſented to him, in the moſt re- 
ſpectful Terms, the Hazard both his Glory and Health 
muſt undergo in making this proof. But the Emperor 
continued obſtinate in his Deſign, and the other had no 
remedy but Obedience: they drank, the Favourite pre- 
{erved his Senſes, but the Emperor became ſo intoxi- 
cated, that he fell into a profound Sleep, from which 
nothing cou'd awake him for many Hours. 

THEN the Mandarin perceiving that the Emperor 
had taken an extreme Pleaſure in the Taſte of the Wine, 
and that it had not produced in him any ill Quality, 
ceaſed to diſſuade him from any farther uſe of it ; and 
this gave occaſion to many and dangerous Debauches, 
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in which he was always a Party. But more ſerious 
Refleftions afterwards taking place, he began again to 
remonſtrate the Danger of this pernicious Liquor, and 
as he was very learned, repeated many Inſtances of the 
Miſchiefs occaſioned by it. But the Emperor was deaf 
to all he alledged, and wou'd not be prevailed upon to 
go one Nightto Bed, without having his Fill of the be- 
loved Juice. 

THE Mandarin beheld it with an extreme Grief, 
and finding all his Efforts for the reclaiming his Royal 
Maſter were in vain, had recourſe to a Stratagem, for 
the Prevention of what his Love for Kamni, made 
him fear, wou'd one day prove a very great Misfor- 
tune. 

HE went into the Chamber of the Eunuchs, and ha- 
ving told them, that the Emperor was entirely over- 
come with the Strength of the Wine he had drank, 
made them a long Detail of the many dreadful Conſe- 
quences which had attended this Vice, and then repre- 
tented how much more dangerous it was in a Prince, 
who had the Life and ath of thouſands in his 
power, than in a private Man, whoſe Miſchiefs cou'd 
extend but to a narrow compaſs: he brought, among 
others, the Example of that famous Conqueror Ar x x- 
ANDER, of whom their Annals make mention, who 
in his Wine committed the moſt barbarous Actions, 
ſet on fire the great City of Per/epolis, condemned ma- 
ny innocent Perions to death, and ſlew his beſt Friend 
with his own hand. He painted all theſe Diſorders in 
ſuch lively Colours, that none heard him without trem- 
bling; and when he had brought them to the Point he 
defired, Judge, continued he, if we have not every 
thing to fear, from our Emperor, whole Temper being 
naturally violent, when enflam'd with Wine, may be trani- 
ported to the moſt dreadful Acts, from which not thoſe 
he favours moſt will be, perhaps, exempted : to pre- 
vent therefore, added he, any of theſe terrible Acci- 
dents, I beg you will load me with the heavieſt Chains 
can be procured, and put me in Priſon, as under Sen- 
tence of Death, by the Command of his Majeſty ; this 


done, leave me to manage the reſt, which I doubt not fo 


to 
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to do, as ſhall cure the Emperor for ever of this dange- 
rous Habitude. 

THE Evnuchs truly alarmed at the Picture which 
the Mandarin had given them of the Miſchiefs might 
happen thro' the Drunkenneſs of K a MH , perform'd what 
he deſired with all exactneſs. He was in the Priſon of 
the Palace when the Emperor awoke, who finding him- 
ſelf alone, called for the chief of the Eunuchs, and de- 
manding of him where the Mandarin was gone; Alas! 
reply'd he, with all the Marks of the extremeſt Sadneſs in 
his Countenance, he remains in the Priſon to which 
Lou Majeſty has doom'd him, till the Sentence of his 

eath ſhall be executed. 

THE Emperor was in à ſtrange Conſternation at 
this Diſcourſe: Ha! Prifon ! cry'd he; what Prion ! 
——— What Death Then retreating, as it were 
within himſelf, for ſome Moments, he endeavoured to 
call back ſome Remembrance of this Adventure; but 
not being able to comprehend any thing of it, he order- 
ed the Mandarin ſhou'd be brought before him. He 
came and proſtrated himſelf at his Feet as a Criminal, 
who expects every inſtant the Concluſion of his Fate. 
Who has put thee into this State? ſaid the Emperor: 
And wherefore are theſe Chains upon thy Legs and 
Arms? 

I am wholly ignorant of the Cauſe, reply'd he, with 
a well-diſſembled Terror; I know only that your Ma- 
jeſty has commanded it, and I attended my Death when 
they took me out of Priſon, and brought me once 
more to beho!d the' Light of the Sun, and the Eyes cf 
my more adored Emperor. Kamni was now more 
aſtoniſhed than before; he again endeavoured to recol- 
le& himſelf, but not the leaſt notion occurring, either of 
the Mandarin's Fault, or the Puniſhment he had inflic- 
ted on him, he no longer doubted but that the Fumes 
of the Wine had obliterated every thing that had paſted ; 
and the Horror of having been capable of treating in 
that manner, and without cauſe, a Man ſo dear to 
him, threw him into the utmoſt Confuſion, He made 
his Chains be immediately taken off, and having em- 
braced him, ſent him from his Preſence; but tho' the 

Diguity 


( 207 ) 
Dignity of his Majeſty wou'd not permit him to ac- 
knowledge what he believed was the Truth of this Af- 
fair, yet he reſolved to be guilty of the like Violence no 
more; and ever ſince, has avoided all Exceſs with the 
utmolt Care. 

THIS Moderation is entirely owing to the Zeal of 
the Mandarin, who run the hazard of his Life, if his 
Stratagem had been diſcovered ; the Pride and Paſſion 
of the Emperor being ſuch, as wou'd never have ſuf- 
fered him to have forgiven an Impoſition of this kind, 
I know not, therefore, if this Action may not be put, 
pretty near upon a Parallel with that of Zoyirus ; the 
one riſquing as much as did the other, and being inſpi- 
red with the ſame Zeal, tho' on a different Motive, and 
in a different ſituation. 


T HIS Paſlage pleaſes me infinitely, ſaid Camitra, 
becauſe it confirms the good Opinion I am inclined to 
have of the Chineſe : that Nation ſeems to have a pecu- 
liar Delicacy in all they think, and in all they under- 
take. 

I am perſuaded, interrupted Fer1ca, that the Chi- 
neſe merit this Prepoſſeſſion; but it muſt be confeſs'd, 
taat the farther off we are from any thing, either in 
time or place, the more we are liable to admire : as we 
know them no other ways than by the Recitals given of 
them, thoſe Recitals fill us with Ideas of them, which, 
perhaps, we ſhou'd entirely loſe, on a nearer Acquain- 
tance with them. The belief we give to Hiſtory, im- 
prints in our Minds ſuch amiable and puiſſant Images of 
the great Men of Antiquity, that if any one ſhou'd ad- 
viſe us to moderate our Admiration of the Roman Gran- 
deur, or the Heroes of Greece, I really imagine, we 
cou'd not avoid treating them in the ſame manner, as 
if they attempted to derogate from our own Glory. 

NOTHING G is more certain, added HoRTENS1A, 
and we may eaſily prove it to ourſelves, by this Remark ; 
That if we find an Author gives a ſimple or ordinary 
Character of thoſe Perſons we have a high Idea of, we 
cannot read it with patience; and tho' the Poem has 
a thouſand Graces in it, we look over it without Pl 

ure, 
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ſure, if we do not find it ſpeaks of an ALEXANDER, a 
CESAR, an Aucus Tus, a Lewis XIV. a CuARLESaf 
Sweden, or any other ſuch great and wonderful Men, 
according to the Opinion we have imbib'd of them. 

I find this Obſervation very juſt, ſaid S1LVIANA, with 
the moſt agreeable Smile; and I aflure you, I ſhould 
have a kind of a Deteſiation to a Painter who ſhou'd re- 
preſent the magnificent Cities of Antiquity as ſo many 
little Villages, or ſhou'd diminiſh the leaſt thing of that 
famous Carthage, of which we ſpoke a while ago, and 
of which I have erected in my mind the moſt noble and 
beautiful Idea. 

A LL the Company fell a-laughing at the manner in 
which S1Lv1axa defended this Argument; after which 
reply'd ThELamonT, If the Painter ſaid he ſhou'd 
preſent you with Carthage as it was in its beginning, he 
wou'd not be guilty of a Crime in not ſhewing it with 
that Magnificence it afterwards acquired. This Citv 
was originally founded by D1po,the Widow of S1CHE 1» 
vs, and called Bir/a; but when it augmented in Riches 
and Power, the Name was changed to that of Carthage. 
Dzexx1s of Halicarnaſſus has remarked, that it was 
built 38 Years before the firſt Oympiad, 70 Years before 
the Foundation of Rome, and 370 Years after the De- 
ſtruction of Trop. ; 

T am always diſcovering my Ignorance, interrupted 
CamilLLAz but ſince it is witn a deſire of being inſtruc- 
ted, I am aot in the leaſt aſhamed of it, nor fear the 
Cenſure of this learned Society, when I ask what was 
the Origin of the O/ymprads, and how many Years do 
they include. 

IT is eaſy to ſatisfy you in that Particular, my dear 
CAuILILA, reply'd ALPHONto: Oha was a Cily of 
Peloponneſus, in which they celebrated every five Years 
certain Games and Combates, where, for the moſt 
part, the Greeks carry'd away the Prize. Theſe Games 
were call'd Olympic, after the Name of the City, and 

under the Reign of JoaTH as, Son of OZ IA King of Ju- 
dea, YpniTEs ſovereign Maſter of the City of Eee, in- 
ſtituted the firſt Ohmpiad, as a certain Epoch for tle 
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brated every five Years, they cou'd not be deceived who 
reckoned from 5 to 10, and ſo on. This ſame Year 
Es alſo made a Decree, by which it was ordained, the 
Greeks ſhowd meaſure their Time no other way; and it 
was then, that they put a. new face on their political 
Affairs, and began to write their Hiſtory ; all that was 
recited before the firſt Olympiad being fabulous, or at 
leaſt too obſcure to be depended upon. 

THE Romans, added THELamoNnT, who have been 
exact Imitators of the Greeks in every thing they found- 
excellent or particular, in their Laws and Cuſtoms, in- 
ſtituting the Laſtrum, which was the ſame Term of 
Time that the Oꝶmpiads were, 130 Years after the Death 
of LycurGus the Legiſlator. TxroromPvs, King 
of Lacedemonia, created five Officers called Ephores, to 
whom he gave part of the ſovereign Power : and, in imi- 
tation of this, the Romans created their Tribunes, and 
gave them the like Authority. 

I cannot without Aſtoniſhment, ſaid CELEMENA, re- 
member the Ruin of that famous Republic, ſo well e- 
— ſo wiſely governed, and ſo full of the greateſt 

en. 

I T is true, reply'd THELAMONr, that nothing can 
be more ſurprizing than the Accidents which brought 
on that Deſtruction. However, when one examines 
every thing with Care, one ſhall find it was impoſſible 
it ſhould be otherwiſe ; Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy 
having corrupted the minds of thoſe, by whom alone it 
cou'd be ſupported MiTHRIDaTEs, King of Pontus, 
having gained many Battles over Ag 10BARZANES, King: 
of Cappadocia, and NicomEDEs, King of Bithynia, both 
of whom were Friends and Allies of the Romans ; and. 

having driven them from their Kingdoms, theſe gene- 
rous People declared War againſt the Conqueror, and 
gave the Command of the Legions to Lucius SYLLAa. 

CAIUS MARIUS, one of their moſt experienced 
Chicts, and who had been already ſix times Conſul, and 
as often triumphed for the Succeſs of his Arms, jealous 
of the Preference which the Senate and the People had 

2 to SYLLA, Who had been Lieutenant under him, 
ormed a very powerful Party, by the Aſſiſtance of 
SUL. 
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SULPITIUs, one of the Tribunes. Sy ILA perceiving 
their Intent was to deprive him, if poſſible, of his new 
Honour, aſſembled all his Friends in Oppoſition to thoſe 
of Marius; and the number of the latter was ſo ſu- 
prove to the other, that they were entirely put to ſi- 
lence; and Max ius being baniſhed Rome, took refuge 
in Africa. 

SYLL A, having thus overcome his Enemy at home, 
went into 4/a with a very formidable Army, where he 
fought MIIHRIDATES, obtained a compleat Victory, and 
ſubjugated all Cappadocia and Bythinia to the Roman 
Power. But while he was thus employed for the Glory 
of his Country, new Debates were raiſed in Rome ; the 
Conſul Lucius Cixxa was the Friend of MAR Ius, and 
managed the People in ſuch a manner, that they con- 
ſented to the reca ling him from Baniſhment : he return- 
ed, and entered Rome at the head of an Army : he cut 
off the Head of EnzgusOcTavius,andof Marcus Ax- 
oN Ius the Orator, and many others of SYLLA's Party, 
and the ſeventh time enjoyed the Conſulſhip. SY LLA 


was no ſooner inform'd of this ſtrange Revolution, than 


he left Aa, and arrived in ah) with his victorious 
Army ; which, fluſhed with their late Conqueſt, and al- 
moſt adoring their General, encountered the Troops of 
Marius, defeated them, and entered Rome, which was 
half depopulated with theſe civil Broils: nor did this 
magnificent City alone feel the Effects of the Jealouſy of 
her ambitious Rulers, all Italy ſuffered, in ſome meaſure, 
and Deſolation triumphed in many of thoſe pompous Pa- 
laces, where Joy and Grandeur had fo lately reigned. 
AFTER the firſt Fury of the War was over, and 


SYL1A re-eſtabliſhed, they began ta examine into the 


Depth of MaRlus's Conſpiracy, and all that were de- 
feated, or even under ſtrong Suſpicions of being of hie 
Faction, were obliged to ſubmit to either Death or Ba- 
niſhment : MAR Ius himſelf periſhed miſerably ; there 
were no leſs than two thouſand Senators and Roman 
Knights exterminated, and an infinite number of Citi- 
zens proſcribed. 

IN fine, SYLLa was made Dictator, tho' that Digni- 


ty had been extinct for the ſpace of one hundred 8 
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and never appeared in publick without twenty-four Mace. 
bearers to march before him. Then it was, that the 
whole Earth trembled at his Power; nothing any long- 
er dared to oppoſe itſelf to his Will : and every thing 
being in a profound Calm, he let himſelf to the reform- 
ing of the old Laws, and made ſeveral good ones for the 
uſe of the public. He was grateful to excels, to all who 
had * his Quarrel ; he gave the Surname of Great 
to CN EIUS PomPElvs, the Son of STRABO, in recom- 
pence for the Loſſes thoſe of his Family had ſuſtained 
in ſupporting his Intereſts. The greatelt part of the Pa- 
tricians, who were of his Faction, had the moſt con- 
ſiderable Employments and Poſts in the Republic given 
them, where, generally ſpeaking, they behaved like 
Tyrants, robbing the Provinces they were ſet over, and 
appropriating the Spoils to their own ule, and, in every 
thing, acting above all Laws but that of their own Will; 
and all this with Impunity, the Dictator having his 
own Reaſons to liſten to no Complaint againſt them. 
Neither was the Poſſeſhon of immenſe 'I reaſures the 
Plunder of half a ruined World, ſufficient to content 
theſe haughty Lords ; the abſolute Sway they had over 
the common People, without any Power above them, to 
whom they ſhou'd give account of their Actions, made 
them commit all manner of Injuſtices. SYLLA was 
not ignorant of theſe Diſorders, and feared, with reaſon, 
that if ſome Care were not taken to prevent the Con. 
tinuance of them, it mult turn to the utter Ruin of the 
Republic: he, therefore, ſpoke both in public and pri- 
vate to the Authors; but perceiving they little regard- 
ed his Admonitions, and not daring to make ule of 
any Violence to chaſtiſe their Exceſſes, he choſe to re- 
ſign the Dictatorſhip, and paſs the reit of his Days as a 
private Man. 

THE Populace, who know the Actions of thoſe a- 
bove them but ſuperficially, look'd on this Reſignation 
of SYLL&a's as the greateſt and moſt extraordinary Act 
of Moderation that ever had been known; when, in re- 
ality, it was occaſioned only by his Fear, that the Diſorders 
which his Creatures committed every day, without any 
Puniſhment being given them, wou'd, at laſt, raiſe up 

the 


GilS 
the Spirit of the People againſt him, and compelled him. 
to lay down an Authority which he owed to them, and 


held but by their Suffrage. 
THUS this Man of Blood, who had ſacrihced fo 
many Lives, to acquire his Power, permitted ſo much 


Cruelty and Injuſtice for the Support of it, and had been F 
the greateſt part of his Life in War and Tumult, died 


in Peace, in the middle of his own Lands, and regretted 


by the People of Rome, who celebrated his Funeral with 


all imaginable Pomp ; every one contributing to the Ho- 


nours paid him; and the number who aſſiſted at laying Þ 


him in the Earth, was incredible. 


T HE Remains of Maxr1us's Faction, who had eſ- 
caped the Cruelty of SyLLAa, and retired to Spain, in 
the Army of SzRToR1Vs, continued the civil Ware til! 


the Death of that General, who fell by the hands of bis 
own People, by the Conſpiracy of PERPENNA ; but ſome 
time aſter, this Traitor periſhed himſelf, and all Spain 
ſubmitted to the Romans. But the Troubles of this Re- 
public were not yet at an end, and ſoon after, ſome of 
the greateſt Families ſerved in the Troops of the Gladi- 
ator SPARTACUS, Who involved all 7aly in Confuſion, 
and was at laſt deſtroyed by the Courage of Marcus 
CRAssvus. 

PUBLIUSSERVILIUò made War againſt the 
Pyrates of Sileſia, took the Fortreſs of IJſauria, which 
was their principal Retreat ; and, in fine, ſubjugated 
both Silefa and Iſauria, and obliged them to entreat 
Peace: but on occaſion of a new Revolt, the great Po u- 
PEY was ſent with a powerful Sea-Force, who attacked 
them ſo vigorouſly, that, in forty Days, they were all 
deſtroyed. 

THE Romans began now to be again incommoded 
by their ancient Enemy M1iTHRIDATES, Who being a 
little recovered from thoſe Loſſes he had ſuſtained by 
the Arms of SY LL a, entered into Cappadocia and Bythi- 
nia, at the head of a very formidable Army. Lucivs 
Lu cv LLvus was ſent againſt him. They fought ſeveral 


Battles, in all which MiTurIDaATEs had the work ; and. 
the laſt deciſive one obliged him to fly for the Safety of 


his Perſon, among the Mountains of Pontus. His 


Coun- 
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Country was plundered, and the Romans returned load- 
ed with immenſe Riches. 
DUINTUS METELTLUS having attacked the 
Cretans, after ſeveral Combats gained the Victory; 
all their Cities and Towns were pillaged, or ſacked, 


and the whole Country converted to a Roman Pro- 
Vince. 


MITHRIDATES now entered a third time into 

Italy, with greater Forces than ever: PomyEy march- 
ed againſt him with all the Flower of the Roman Caval- 
ry, and gained over him Victories on Victories ; he 
conquered all Phenicia, converted the whole Kingdom 
of Pontus into a Province of Rome; and then paſſed in- 
to Judea, where, in return of ſome Affronts given by 
Aris ToBULUs, King of the Jews, he attacked and 
took Jeruſalem by force, made the Walls be beaten 
down, and opened the way to the moſt ſecret Receſſes 
of the Temple; into which he went, but followed only 
by a few Perſons, the Chiefs of his Army, and obliged 
the High-Prieſtto explain to him the Faith of the Jeu: 
but joining Piety to his Valour, he ſuffered no Propha- 
nation to be done to that holy Place, nor any of the conſe- 
crated Veſſels to be taken out of it; contenting himſelf 
with rendering Judea tributary, and to carry Ax IS To- 
BULUS a Captive to Rome, in order to grace his Tri- 
umph. 

THE Spoils of theſe great Provinces conſiſted of 
vaſt Treaſures ; all which were carried to Rome, where 
things now began to take a new and better face than 
they had worn of a long time. But it laſted but a ſmall 
ſpace of time; that Spirit of Diſſenſion, which before 
had been ſo fatal to them, now revived again: ambi- 
tious Projects, and factious Cabals were carried on a- 
mong the Great ones, the Increaſe of their Wealth ſer- 
ved only to afford them ſtronger means of Oppoſition. 
The Luxury of Afia had alſo contributed to corrupt 
their Morals; and tho' every one was jealous of his 
Neighbour's Glory, few there were that took any care 
to preſerve their own ; and the Roman Name, once fo 
famous for Wiſdom, Moderation, and Virtue, was now 
defiled with the moſt criminal and ungovernable Paſſions: 
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the Treaſures of the conquered Nations ſeemed given 
them for a Curſe rather than a Bleſſing ; and had they 
been leſs victorious, they had doubtleis been more happy, 
becauſe more good. 

I T was their private Debaucheries, their own Pride, 
and Envy of each other, that gave riſe to the Conſpi- 
racy of Lucius CATILINE the Senator. This great 
Man heving the Art to draw into his Party, the Pre- 
tor LEnTULUs CETHEGUs, With ſeveral other Sena- 
tors, and ſome of the Prime of the Novility ; the Fall 
of Rome ſeemed the more certain, as the Plot had been 
a long time contrived by thoſe who had, as one may ſay, 
the very heart of the Republic in their hands. But the 
Penetration and Vigilance of Marcus TuLLivs Ci- 
CERO diicovered it, and made the Pretor LENTULUS 
Crues, and the other principal Conſpirators, be 
ſeized : who were no ſooner examined, than they con- 
feis'd the whole Ground-work of the Defign, and how 
it was intenced to be carried on; theſe had a Puniſhment 
ſuitable to their Crime. But Cicero perceiving, by 
the Liit they gave him of the Names of their Accom- 
plices, that ſome of the greateſt and moſt powerful Fa- 
milies in Rome were engaged in it, judged it improper 
to puſh the Affair atiy tarther; and having enjoined 
klence to all that were acquainted with it, ſent the 
Conſul ANxTorxius againit CATILINE, Who had e- 
ſcaped into Tuſcany, and had there raiſed Forces, with 
which he threatned Rome. ANnToxivs gave him 
Battle, and CaTiLINE was vanquiſhed, killed, and his 
Army entirely defeated. 

I T was on this occaſion, that CaTo, Tribune of 
the People, honoured CIE ro with the glorious Title of 
Father of his Country. This memorable Epoch was 
in the Year 690 from the Foundation of Rome. 'The 
Friends of the Conſpirators had ſo great a hatred for 
Cick Ro, that, three Years after,PuBLLIus CLAuDivus, 
one cf the Tribunes, cauſed him to be baniſhed ; and 
tho' he was recalled by the People in about fix Months, 
with all the Honours they cou'd poſſibly pay him, yet 
he was not leſs the Object of Deteſtation, by ſome very 
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great Men, who were at that time forming new Plats 
tor the Deſtruction of the Republic. 

FULIUS CES AR having married his Daughter 
JuL1a to the great PoupE x, there was the moſt ſtrict 
Amity between theſe two Heroes that cou'd poſſibly be 
formed, and indeed enough to become the Grave of Re- 
publican Liberty; for CESAR being alſo ally'd to Ma R- 
cus CRAssus, ſurnamed the Rich, brought him alſo in- 
to a League with POM EY; and theſe three contrived 
ſuch meaſures, as put into their * geen all the Affairs 
of the State. In effect, they ſhared the whole Empire 
among them; CESAR, for five Yeavs together, had the 
Government of the two Gau/s, the Biſalpine and the 
Nar bonneſe; that of Spain was the Portion of Poux, 
for the {ame time; and Cr assus had the Commiſſion 
of the War againſt the Parthians, 

CESAR did ſuch great things in Gaul, that they 
ſubmitted entirely to him, and deſtroyed the Army of 
An 1ovisTus, to whom they had given the Name of 
the Scourge : as for CRassus, who was much leſs mo- 
derate and pious than PomPEY, he ſacked Feru/alem, 
damaged the Temple, and carry'd away all the holy 
Veſſels; but this Sacrilege went not unpuniſhed, he 
loſt the next Battle he fought with the Parthians, his 
Son was killed, and himſelf periſhed by the Infidelity of 
that barbarous People. In regard to Pomyty, he was 
elected Conſul, without any Colleague, a thing which 
never happened before; with this Dignity, they conſer- 
red that of Dictator. The Government of CESAR was 
prolong'd for five Years more, in which time, he paci- 
hed the Gauls, ſubjugated the Germans, the Sabedes, 
and the Exglib. In this manner, always attended with 
Victory and Glory, did theſe two great Men rule the 
Empire, while a good Intelligence continued between 
themſelves. RN. 

B UT the Death of JuL1a, Daughter of CESAR, and 
Wife to PomPEY, broke in ſunder the Bonds of this 
beneficial Amity ; and the Object ſo dear to both, by 
all the Principles of Love and N ature, being removed, 
Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy ſucceeded: both being 
deſirous of Command, and neither willing to recede, 
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Animoſities and private Grudgings, made way for thoſe 
future Violences which hereatter broke forth ſo fatally 
PomPEy, having perſuaded the 
Reman People, that the Power of CESAR was prejudicial 
to the Republic, he procured, by his Contrivances, a 
Decree by which CESAR was commanded to disband his 
Army within a time prefix d. To this CESAR refuſed 
Obedience, and the Conſuls, by virtue of that Decree, 
raiſed Forces, in order to oblige them to it. 

CESAR perceiving what they were about, quitted 
the Gau/ls, and marched into Taly, where he did much 
miſchief to the Provinces ; all thoſe Perſons whom they 
ſuſpected to be of his Party, were conſtrained to leave 
their Dwellings, and goto join PomyPey : but CESAR, 
informed that the Hearts of the greateſt number were 
on his fide, marched directly to Rome, where he enter- 
ed in a triumpbant manner, without any Oppoſition, 
cauſed himſelf to be proclaimed Dictator, converted the 

ublic Treaſures to his own ule, compelled Po uE, 

y the Force of his Arms, to abandon Italy, and to re- 
tire into Greece, where the famous Battle of Phar/alia 
decided the Fate of the Republic, in the Year goo trom 
the Foundation of Reme. 

POM P EI, depending on the Friendſhip of Pro E- 
MY, took refuge in Egypt, where that ungrateful Mo- 
narch cauſed him to be aſſaſſinated. CESAR went there, 
and was in equal Danger, by the Treaſon of the ſame 
PrToLEMY ; from which he ſaved himſelf, but by ſetting 
fire to his Fleet, and it was the Flames of the burning 
Veſſels which conſumed that moſt celebrated Library 
of Alexandria, founded by PToLEMY PHILADELPHUS, 
and augmented with ſuch care by his Succeſſors; a Loſs 
irreparable to the Republic cf Letters. 

THE Fortune of CESAR preſerved him from this 
Danger; PToLemy periſhed, and all E2zpt ſubmitted to 
the Roman Power; after which CESAR {ct CLEOPATRA 
on the Throne of her Anceſtors ; and knowing that du- 
ring the civilWars,PHARNaces,Son of MITHRIDATES, 
had taken an Opportunity to attack the Roman Provinces, 
he marched againſt him with ſo much Diligence and 


Speed, that PHAgNACES felt the Weight of his Home 
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before he thought of his Approach : from thence he 
poured, like a Torrent, into Africa, and was victori- 
ous over JUBA, King of Mauritania, who, by giving 
refuge to the Remains of PomryryY's Party, had pro- 
longed the civil War. 

SCIPIO and Caro were at the head of theſe 
Troops, but they were ever defeated; and CESAR put 
to death ArrRanius, and ſeveral other Senators, whom 
he ſuſpected to have given encouragement to his Ene- 
mies. Caro, who had retired into a City of Uzica, 
fearing to fall living into the hands of CESAR, and 
ſcorning to be under any Obligation to a Perſon he 
look'd upon as the Deſtroyer of the Liberty of his 
Country, prevented it, by plunging a Dagger in his 
own Boſom. After his Death, Cesar returned to 
Rome, where he ordered four Triumphs to be prepared 
for him; one for the Gauls, one tor Feypt,. one for 
Pontus, and one for Afriac. He was informed, taatCn Ee 1- 
us and SEX TusPoMPETUs, Sons of the great POM PE, 
were in Spain with a confiderable Army ; on which he 
ew thither, and again triumphed over thele illuſtrious, 
but unfortunate, young Men. CN EIus loit his Life, and 
SEXTUs fled: and this entirely put an end, at once, to 
the civil War, and the Liberty of the Reman People ; 
nothing now in the Republic preſerving its former face. 

CESAR, on his return to Rome, was honoured with 
the new Title of perpetual Dictator; after which, he 
made many Laws, and extended the Circumferepce of 
the City: but the extreme Flattery of the Senate, who 
exalted him to Divinity, gave him a Throne, a Temple, 
and a Prieſt, and altered the Name of the fifth Month 
from Quintilis to that of Julius, made him imagin 
himſelf ſo much above all Mankind beſides, that he de- 
cided all the Affairs of the Empire, without any other 
Counſel than that of his own Will, affecting, in every 
ming, the behaviour of Royalty. 67 

HIS Arrogance gave occaſion to a Conſpiracy, by 
o much the more dangerous, as it was formed by Per- 
ſons who had been among the number of his beſt Friends, 
and who were till held as ſuch even by himſelf: they 
ere not indeed Enemies to him, but to his Vices ; and 
VoL. IV. L eee 
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as they were now grown incorrigible, and alſo conta- 
gious, there was no way to ſave the whole Communi- 
ty, but by cutting off this corrupted Member. 

I'N the fifth Year of his DiQtatorſhip. a Day was 
appointed for all the Senate to aſſemble in the Theatre 
of Pomyrty. CESAR, who always made them expect 
Him a long time, came not till they were all ſat down. 
At his Entrance, they all roſe up to do him honour, 
and the principal of the Conſpirators crouding neareſt 
to him, as moſt officious to teſtify their Zeal, took the 
advantage of that Moment, and aſſaſſinated him in full 
Senate, and the face of Day: he fell, disfigured with 
thirty-ſix Wounds, among which, thoſe given by Bu- 
Tus and Cass1us were the deepeſt. 

A little time before this Misfortune happened, having 
no Children of his own living, he adopted, and made 
His Heir, the young CA Ius OcTavivs, his Siſter's Son. 
The Conſul Mazcus AxToNx1vus, who performed the 
Honours of his Funeral Obſequies, mounted the Roſtrum, 
and, after a very elegant Oration, diſplayed his bloody 
Robe ; which animated the People in ſuch a manner, 
againſt the Conſpirators, that they vowed to revenge 
the Death of CESAR on their Heads, and thoſe of their 
Pofterity. With this aſſiſtance, Max cus AxTonivs 
ſeized Ci/alpine, and beſieged the Pretor DER CI us Brv- 
Tus. He was then, by the Perſuaſions of CIC ERO, de- 
clared a Traytor to his Country ; and the Conſuls Hix- 
eius and Pansa were ſent againſt him with a conſi- 
derable Army. The young Ca Ius Ocr Avius follow- 
ed them with another: the Conſuls joined AxTox1vs 
near a City then called Mutinus, but now Modena, and 
gave him Battle. The two Conſuls loſt their Lives, but 
their Army was victorious, OcTavius joined them 
with his Forces. Marcus AN ron Ius was totally de- 
feated ; and having loſt all his Cavalry, eſcaped with 
them to Marcus LEeyipus, who commanded a great 


Army beyond the Alps. 


OCTAY IUS wou'd not give himſelf the trouble of ſk 
urſuing them, but marched, with his three Armies, 


directly to Rome, where, tho' he was but twenty Years 


eld, he demanded the Conſulate. The Senate urged, i 
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was againſt their Laws, and the People oppoſed it by 


all the means in their power : but Liberty was now no 
more; a Roman Citizen, once equal with a King, was 
now little better than a Slave ; as the Body of a Com- 
munity will ever be, while armed Thouſands are kept 


i in Pay to enforce Obedience. OcTavivs plcaded but 
Y in vain, he therefore threatened, Rome trembled, and 
r, what his Services had not yet made him worthy of ob- 
{& taining, was yielded to the Terror of his Legions, A 
ne ſufficient Warning to all free Countries to beware of 
11 ſtanding Armies. 
th MARCUS ANTONTIUSandLeryipus having been 
Fa declared Enemies to the People of Rome, the new Conſul 
OcTavius was ſent againſt them, with all the Forces of 
ing the Empire ; but remembring with how much Reluc- 
ade tance he obtained his Dignity, and not doubting but 
on. the People wanted nothing more than a favourable Op- 
the portunity of regaining their ancient Rights and Freedom, 
. inſtead of combating, he joined Intereſts with Leyipus 
ody and Ax rox ius, and entered into a League with them, 
aner, for laying freſh Burthens on the Commonalty of Rome, 


enge and for revenging the Death of CESAR on all his Ene- 
their | mies. This was that famous Triumwirate which loſt 
zus the State ſo much Blood. Cicero, abandoned by Oc - 
BaU- | TAvivus, to the Reſentment of AnTox1vs, was aſſaſſi- 
o, de- || nated by his own Servants, who after cutting off his 
His- | Head and his Hands, put them, by the Order of An- 
conſi- Torx ius, upon the Buttreſſes of the Gallery where the 
follow- || Tribunes made their public Harangues. The People be- 
ox1u5 Yheld, with Horror, the Remains of this great Man, ig- 
1a, and ¶ nominiouſly expoſed in the ſame place in which his Elo- 
ves, but quence had been ſo much admired, and where he had a 
thouſand times been called the Father of his Country : 
but Complainings in ſecret were now all the relief was 
left them, and they durſt ſcarce be ſeen to mourn his or 

their own Misfortunes. | 
AFTER the Triumvirate had fully ſatiated their 
rouble of Revenge, and made themſelves Maſters of the Senate 
Armies, ud the People, they parted the Empire between them, 
ty Year this manner: The Levart, and all Greece, fell to Maxr- 
urged, $USANTONIUS, Africa toLEPLDUusS,and the Ve to C Alus 
Wa L 2 OcTtaviusz 
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Ocr Avius; they left Sicihh to Sæxrus Pour ET, who 
had a very puiſſant Force by Sea; and as Oc r Avius had 
been adopted by CESAR, he conformed himſelf to the 
Law Curialis; and took upon him the Name of Julius 
CESAR OcTavivs, according to the Roman Cuſtom. 
HE afterward ſummoned all the other Perſons con- 
cerned in the Aſſaſſination of his Uncle JuLis CESAR, 
and obtained a Sentence of Death ſhou'd be paſſed on 
them. From the beginning of theſe laſt civil Wars, 
OcTavius and LEripus had declared themſelves Re- 
vengers of the Murder of CESAR; and knowing that 
Maxcus BrvuTvs and Carvs Cassivs were in Th-/- 
ſaly, with the remainder of thoſe Romans who had itil} 
enough of public Spirit in them, to chuſe rather to live 
free in Baniſhment, than to be Slaves at home, they 
marched againſt them with conſiderable Forces, and 
ave them Battle in the Philippic Fields, near the City 
of Philippi. Bxurus and Cass lus were defeated, and 
both died by their own Weapons, to avoid falling into 
the hands of their Enemies; and with them died the 
laſt hopes of the Republic. 

THIS ViRory obtained, Oc r Avius began to think of 
SEXTUS Pour Ex, who had yet remaining a conſiderable 
Party in the Senate, and among the People. A great Ar- 
mament was raiſed, both by Sea and Land, and the 
Command given to Marcus AGRI A, Who defeated 
Szxrus, firſt in a naval Fight, and afterwards by land; 
then ſet fire to his Fleet, burned all his Veſſels, and 
forced him to fly into Mica, where he died, after hav- 
ing languiſhed a long time. This Victory, and the 
Conqueſt of S7cily, gave occaſion to a Miſunderſtanding 
between the Triumwirate. 

LEPIDUS, who pretended a Right to Sicily, and 
had twenty Legions under his Command, openly de- 
clared he wou'd diſpute it by the force of Arms; but 

Ocravius, who had an equal number of Men continu- 
ally in Arms, had nothing to fear from his Menace 
however, thinking it beſt to proceed by Policy, he en 
ployed Emiſſaties, who, partly by Perſuaſions, and part 
ly by Bribes, won over the Chiefs of Le»1Dus's Army) 
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by whom ſeeing himſelf forſaken, he was conſtrained to 
ſubſcribe to all Oc Tr Avius wou'd have him. 

HII. E his Heart was elevated with this Succeſs, 
he entertained Deſigns to humble Marcus ANToONIUs, 
whole Power was an Imp:diment to that univerſal 
Sway he now began to be ambitious of. His Amour 
with CLEOPATRA ſeemed favourable to his Projects; 
he cauſed a Report to be ſpread, that AxToxt1vus had 
formed a Conſpiracy with the Princes of the Eaſt, to 
bring a War into Rome, to deſtroy entirely the Authos 
rity of the Senate, aboliſh the Laws, convert it into an 
abſolute Monarchy, and ſet a ſtrange Queen to reign 
over the Roman People. 

T HE Conduct of AxToN1vus gave but too much 
room for belief to ſuch diſcouries ; for tho' he was 
not ignorant of the ambitious Views of OcTavius, and 
had a Power {ufticient enough to have quelled them; yet 
his Love tranſported him beyond all other Conſiderati- 
ons, and he even provoked the Romans ſo far, as to put 
away his Wife OcTAv1a, the Siſter of Ocravivs, and 
eſpouſed that CLEoPATRaA ſo fatal to his Glory, his 
Intereſt, and, at laſt, to his Life. There needed no bet- 
ter a Pretence for OcTavivus to declare him an Enem 
to the Country ; great Forces were raiſed on both fides, 
and, in a ſhort time, the Grecian and Macedonian Seas 
were covered with Ships of War, and the Countries all 
round about full of the moſt formidable Armies of the 
Earth. They came to a Battle, where OcTaviuvs be- 
ing victorious, purſued AnTox1vus into Egypt, and that 
vnhappy Emperor perceiving himſelf deſerted by thoſe 
he moſt conſided in, put an end to his Life with his own 
nands; and the beautiful Cauſe of his undoing, the too 
charming CLEO ATR A, to avoid the ſhame of attend- 
ing the Triumph of the Conqueror, ſtung herſelf to 
death with the Venom of an Aſpic. 

THUS the whole Authority devolved on Oc r Avius 
CESAR, Who now no longer having any Oppoſers to 
the Scheme he had long ſince projected, converted the 
Republic into an abſolute Monarchy. And thus the Di- 
viſion, began by Max ius and Sy L LA, drew, by degrees, 
the Romans under the Yoke of one arbitrary Ruler, 
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and loſt, for ever, that Liberty of which they had in 


furmer times been ſo {crupulouſly jealous. 

T HIS, ſaid SxLviana, is a moſt ſatis ſactory Abridge- 
ment of the Roman Hiſtory, and one cannot too much 
admire the Memory and Exactneſs with which TunE- 
LAMONT has ran through ſuch a Courſe of different 
and ſurpriſing Accidents. 


T HE manner, added HoRTENSIA, in which thoſe © 
Wonderful Revolutions have been delivered to us, ſo as 


to make us comprehend, in a few Minutes, the prodi- 
gious Events of a great number of Years, wou'd be 
indeed aſtoniſhing, had the Relation not proceeded from 


the mouth of a Perſon ſo accuſtomed to pleaſe, that 


nothing he does can be amazing, unleſs he cou'd be- 
come, which is impoſſible, dull and uninſtructive. 
OROPHANES, who perceived his Friend was 
beginning to be uneaſy at the Complements they made 
him, put a ſtop to any farther Speech, by ſaying; The 
Fail of the Roman Republic was neceſſary to ſhew the 
World the great Qualities of Oc r Avius CESAR; and J 
think, Poſterity wou'd have had a great Loſs, if he had 
not been Emperor. Aſter he had extinguiſhed all the 
Factions in Rome, vanquiſhed all his Enemies at home 
and abroad, turned Egypt into a Province; added, by 
his Victories, many Countries to the Empire; given 
Peace to the whole World, both by Land and Sea, and 
ihut up the Temple of Janus; then did his Wiſdom 
appear in the higheſt degree! He ſet himſelf to the 
Study of the Laws, reformed what he found amils, 
and made ſeveral new and very excellent ones ; ſhewed 


the common People, that he knew how to command | 
with Mildneſs, when they were ready to obey with | 
Chearfulneſs. He took the ſame care of the adminiſtra- | 


tion of public juſtice, that the meaneft Perſon had an 
equal Advantage with the greateſt, and, by his prudent 


Behaviour in every thing, gained an univerial Love and 
Applauſe: he was dear to his People, and formidable | 
to foreign Nations: his Reputation reached even to the | 
Extremities of the Indies; the Kings of thoſe vaſt Regions 


ſent Ambaſſadors to intreat an Alliance with him, and the 


Scythians made him the Arbitrator of their OR 
15 
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His great Virtues obliged the Senate to honour him 
with the Title of AucusTus; and the ſixth Month, 
which was called Sextilis, was, in complement to 
him, ever after named Auguſtus. 

H E fo well maintained the Dignity of thoſe illuſ- 
trious Titles and Honours conferred on him, that never 
Monarch had leſs of Envy, or more of Admiration. He 
confiderably enlarged the City of Rome; and as the 
Buildings were moſtly of Earth and Brick, he now rai{- 
ed magnificent Edifices of Marble, of Jaſper, and Por- 
phiry, and conducted Waters thro' Aqueducts, from 
great diſtances, to the very centre of the City. 

BU T,as ThELAMoNrT obſerved, nothing contributed 
more to his Glory, than his exact Obſervance of the 
Laws and impartial Juſtice: his admirable Skill in Po- 
litics alſo merits the extremeſt Praiſe. During his 
Reign, the Cities and Provinces enjoyed a perfect 
Peace; but tho' he had ſo well the Art to know and to 
oblige all Diſpoſitions, yet was he not ſelf-ſufficient 
enough to depend on any thing, or, in other Words, 
to leave any thing to Chance: he thought the ſureit 
way to keep Peace, was to deter from War; and there- 
fore, had certain Legions gariſon'd in all the Provinces 
of Europe, Afia, and Africa, the number of which al- 
together, conſiſted of 200000 Foot Soldiers, and 40000 
Horſe, with 300 Elephants, all trained and practiſed 
in War. 

THESE Troops were well equip'd, and exactly 
paid; and, by a wile Precaution, zogogo Harneſſes dit- 
perſed in all the ſtrong Places of the Empire, to be 
ready, in caſe of any Accident. The Armies were un- 
der the Command of the moſt able and experienced Of- 
ficers, molt of them having ſerved in the Wars of Ju li- 
us CESAR, or thoſe Au Gust us had himſelf in the be- 

ginning of his Reign, and with whom both of them 
had gained ſuch great Victories. For the entire Security 
of the Frontiers of his Empire, he alſo augmented his 
Navy to the number of 2200 Veſſels, and 500 Gallies, 
all well mann'd and ſtored with Ammunition ; beſides 
thoſe, he had 2oo great Tranſports, which they called 


 Thalmicks, deflined for the Service of the Army; many 
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of theſe. Tho/micks were alſo employed in the magni- 
ncent Entertainments with which the Emperor fre- 
quently diverted the People; they were finely carved, 
gilded, and painted, enriched with all Sorts of Orna- 
ments, and diſtinguiſned by an Infinity of Enſigns, 
Flags, and Streamers, beſides other Marks particular to 
each Veſſel ; on the Prow of one was a Wolf, on ano- 
ther a Lion, a third had a Tyger, a fourth a Sphinx, a 
ftth a Bull, a fixth a Minotaur, a {:-venth a Horſe, and 
io on to all forts of Animals ; but the Roman Eagle, as 
the principal Enſign of the Empire, made the Ship 
which bore it moit reſpected. This great Navy had 
for its Admiral the Prefe of the Sea, from whom e- 
very inferior Commander received Orders, and the 
Prefect gave an account of every thing to the Empe- 
ror, who, tho' in Peace, buſted himſelf continually in 
the Theory of War, and liſtened, with pleaſure, to all 
that was {aid to him on that Subject. The Funds for 
maintaining theſe Forces, as well as thoſe of the 
Land, were put into the hands of Treaſurers, who 
on no pretext whatever durit apply them to any other 
vie, the leaſt Suſpicion of ſuch a Practice being imme- 
diate Death. Theſe vaſt Fleets were diſtributed, ſome 
in the Ports of the Ocean, ſome in the Mediterrancan, 
and others in the Mouths of the Rivers of one and the 
other Sea. 

BUT it this Emperor merited the Love of the Ro- 
nan People, for the Advantages he procured them, he 
was yet more worthy the admiration of the whole 
World, by the greatneſs of his Sentiments, by the juſt 
choice he made of his Friends and Favourites, by the 
proofs he gave of his Clemency and Liberality, and by 
the Eſteem he paid to all Men of Letters, or that excelled 
in any Science, under his Reign. 

WITHOU Tan Ocravius AuGvusT us, we, per- 
haps, had never known a MECENAS, or an AGRIPPA, 
a Horace, a VIRGIL, or an OviD: and it is for this 
reaſon I believe, that Poſterity wou'd have loſt much, if 
it had not been for this Emperor, 

Y OUR Reflection is very juſt, reply'd URANIA; no 
body can deny, that Oc ravius was well deſerving of 
uni- 
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the Father of his People, has no Ambition farther than 
to make them happy, has no peculiar Favourites who, 
by a partial Indulgence, he permits to prey upon his 
meaner Subjects, but diſtributes his Juſtice to all alike, and 
his Bounties only to thoſe diſtinguiſhed for their Virtues ; 
then is monarchical Government preferable to all others. 
But alas! how few Kingdoms in the World can boaſt 
of ſuch a Prince]! All the Eaſt, and great part of the 
North and South, are rather Slaves than Subjects: and 
the deſire of extending the Prerogative among Kings is 
10 natural, that it mult be indeed a more than common 
ſhare of Humanity and Moderation that reſtrains them 
from giving the utmoſt Looſe to this darling Paſſion. 

ALL Men, added THELAMON T, were born free; 
but, as the Paſſions too much indulged wou'd deſtroy 
all the ſocial Virtues, it was neceſſary they ſhou'd be 
under the Reſtriction of Laws, and that the Fears of 
Puniſhment might deter thoſe whom the Love of 
Goodneſs would not allure : for the execution of Laws, 
there muſt be Magiſtrates and Officers, and, leſt there 
might be Corruption in them alſo, there was one ſet 
over them, with the awful Title of Vicegerent of Goa, 
to the end, his Commands might be obſerved with the 
greater Reverence, and his Perſon inſpire the more Awe. 
This was the firſt Inſtitution of Kings: they were made 
ſo, not ſo much for the Good of themſelves and Fa- 
milies,as for the Good of the Community in general; and 
I therefore think thoſe Nations are the happieſt, whoſe 
Monarchs are bound by certain Laws, which if they in- 
fringe, the Subjects are abſolved from all Allegiance. 

THIS is the Caſe in all elective Monarchies, re- 
plied ORoPHANES, yet we have ſeen Inconveniencies in 
that too; and let us agree ever ſo long, there neither is 
nor can be any perfect State on Earth: Ambition will be 
always predominant among Kings, Flattery among 
Courtiers, ſiniſter Views among Miniſters, and Bribery 
and Corruption among the People. 

LISIMON D was preparing to make ſome Reply to 
this Obſervation, when the Servants came in to lay the 
Cloth, URANIA having given Orders, that Supper ſhou'd 
be brought into FLORIN PDA's Apartment. 'T hisRepait 
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* accom panied with the ſame Del icacies as the others. 
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TE Night being paſt, and the wiſhed 
Hour ſor re-afſembling arrived; FLORIN- 
oA Who found herſelf perfectly recover- 
ou wcnt to the Apartment of URANIA, 
ARE © prevent the Trouble ſhe wou'd elſe 
nave given herielf in coming to hers : ſhe there found 
FELic!a, and theſe two charming Friends were ex- 
tremely rejoiced to find ſhe was in a condition to enjoy 
the Pleaſures this ne Morning made them hope the 
Day wou'd vicld. They went all together to the 
Chamber where CELEMENA was lodged; with her 
was alrcady SILVIANAa, ARELISE, and CAMILLA; 
Jo and HoRTENSIA ſoon after joining them. 

T HE frſt Complements v ere ſcarce over,when TH E- 
LAMONT, OROPHANES, Ax AuEs, ERASMVUs, AL- 
PHONzOo, and MELANTUS, accompanied ALCIPPE 
and I15140+D, Who had burned with the extrem- 
et Impaticnce to return to that delightful Man- 
fion, and more inchanting Society. Madam, faid 
ALcireeE to URaNIa, the Goodneſs we have 
found in you, emboldens us to this early Viſit : the 
Charms we find here, and the extreme deſire we have 
to enjoy as much of them as poſſible, has carried us 
{omewhat beyond the Bounds of that exact Politeneſs, 
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which, in all other things, wou'd forbid us to abuſe 
the Marks you have favoured us with of yours. 

EVERY one of us, anſwered URANIA, with a 
Smile, has a ſhare in this Complement ; ſince it will, at 
ne, latisfy all the demands of Love, Eſteem, and Friend- 

ip. 

PUT an end to all Ceremony, cry'd ORoPHanes ; 
and, fince there is nothing now to hinder us from fol- 
lowing the Cuſtom eſtabliſhed here, let us render this 
Day equally inſtructive and entertaining, as the others 
have been, by diverſifying our Occupations. 

OROPHANES, you muſt know, was the Legi{- 
lator, ſaid FeLicita, looking on him with the moſt 
charming Air; and as he has had the Honour to pre- 
icribe us Laws, and to ſee us ſubmit to them, you cannot 
wonder he is tenacious of that Advantage, and jealous of 
any Infringement. _ 

HE has Reaſon, anſwered Az5samts; the Laws he 
has impoſed have too many Charms for us, and we paſs 
our Time in them too agreeably, for them not to be ob- 
ſerved inviolably. Otherwiſe, ſaid Camilla, we had 
not, with one common Voice, fo readily ſubſcribed to 
them: and, as for my own part, whenever [ find them 
not agreeable to me, that is, when I cannot be inſtruct- 
ed without diſcovering my Ignorance, I ſhall give my 
Vote againſt them; tho”, I aſſure you, I have no ſuch 
Inclination at preſent, nor believe I ever ſhall. 

HOWEVER, ſaid URANIA, I find {ome difficulty 
in apprehendingthe meaning of Ox o HANEꝰs laſt Words: 
he ſeems to propoſe a Diverſity of Occupations, which, 


methinks, does not agree with the Order we have hi- 


therto preſerved; nor can I think ſuch a Diverſity wou'd 
any way agree with the Conduct preſcribed to us. 
How Madam, reply'd he, with Vivacity, is it not in 
the Subjects of our Entertainments? Do we not run 
over all the memorable Actions, both of the great and 
the inf-rior World? Do we not paſs from the ſerious 
to the gay, from the earned to the imple, from the 
heroic to the tender? In fine, is it not by this diverſi- 
fying our Converſation, that we recall Times paſt, com- 
Pare them with the preſent, then animadyert on the Per- 
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fections or Miſtakes of both, and alternately praiſe or 
teſtify our Diſlike ? 

WELL have you defended yourſelf, my dear Ox 0- 
PHANES, ſaid THELAMONT ; nor did I expett leſs from 
you. But fince you have ſo agreeably made out the 
Pleaſures of Diverſification and Complaiſance, made ſo 
many of the Company deny themſelves the Enjoyment 
of one of thoſe Entertainments your Laws allowed us, 
I am of opinion we ought not to neglect the Invitation 
the ſweet Air now gives us to the Garden. 

I am of your Party, cry'd CELEMENAa, haſtily ; and 
contemplating on the Beauties of that Place, was be- 
ginning to wiſh the like Propoſal might be made. Be- 
ides, continued ſhe, ſmiling, and looking on ALC1FyE 
and Lis1MoxnD, I ſee ſome Perſons here, to whom a 
little Tour wou'd be doubly agreeable. 

WE underſtand you, reply'd SiLviana, with the 
moſt ſprightly Air; but to ſhew how very unjuſt your 
Raillery is, we will never be out, either of your fight 
or hearing. 

WITHOUT your quitting us, ſaid URANIA, I 
will, for once, make a Law in my own Houſe, by which, 
both you and AR ELISsE ſhall be condemned to hear 
nothing during the time of our Walking, but what pro- 
ceeds from the Mouths of Lis1MonD and ALC1PPE, 
With theſe Words, taking CELEMENA by the Arm, ac- 
companiedby IT HELAMONT, OROHANRSandFELICIA, 
CAuILLAandFLORIN DA alſo conducted by their Spouſes, 
and ARSAMESandMELANT us having given their hands 
to their amiable Spoules, S1LVI ANA and AR EL Is E were 
obliged to yield theirs to Lis1iMonp and ALC IE. 

THESE two tender Lovers were ſenſible of the ex- 
tremeſt Pleaſure, in having this Opportunity of enter- 
taining the Objects of their Paſſion in this particular 
manner ; fortho' the whole Company walked the ſame 
way, yet did they go at ſuch a diſtance, as not to be hear- 
ed by each other. S1Lv1aNna, who was of a Humour en- 
tirely free, and abhorred all conſtraint, gave Lis1monpD 
an Audience as favourable as he cou'd have wiſhed ; and 
he had the Satisfaction to read in her Eyes, the 1 
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fible Pleaſure ſhe took in hearing the Proteſtations he 
made her of an eternal and inviolable Affection. 

ARELIS E was equally ſenſible of thoſe of the en- 
amour'd ALC1PPE ; but as ſhe was naturally more reſer- 
ved and ſerious than her charming Friend, ſhe cou'd not, 
without the utmoſt Diſorder, ſuffer herſelf to be enter- 
tained in this particular manner by a Man, in the view 
of ſo many Perſons. 'This Exceſs of Modeſty gave her 
a certain Air, which very much alarmed ALciyeex, and 
not able to contain the Trouble with which he was 
agitated, You anſwer me not, beautiful AREL15se, ſaid 
he; nay, you ſeem to liſten to me with Regret— — 
Your Eyes are ſo much attached to thoſe who follow us, 
as gives me cauſe to fear, they wou'd behold with 
pleaſure ſome other Perſon than the tender and ever 
paſſionate ALI PE. Ah! cruel AREL15E, continued 
he, looking on her with a Countenance wholly abaſhed, 
it was not in this manner that you behaved to me at 
the Houſe of MERINA. 

THIS Reproach ſurprized Ax ELIs E, and made her 
recollect, that ſhe had not indeed given that Attention to 
her Lover, which his Fidelity had merited from her 
but as her Heart had no ſhare in thoſe exterior Move- ; 
ments which gave him ſo much Pain, and were only 
cauſed by the Fears of appearing too free before that 
Company, ſhe heſitated not to juſtify herſelf. 

I believe, ſaid ſhe, that you were too much aſſured of 
my Heart, to expoſe your own to unjuſt Suſpicions. 
However, to confirm you more, be perſuaded, ALciepe, 
that in what place ſoever I am, I have no Object half ſo 
valuable to me as yourſelf; and if I teſtified my Senti- 
ments more openly at MERINA's, it was becauſe I cou'd 

do it without prejudice to that Decorum, which 1 
wou'd preſerve above all things: I have con- 
feſs*'d to you a thouſand times in her preſence, that Al- 
CIPPE was dearer to me than my Life, becauſe the Au- 
thority of a Father commanded me to put no Diſguiſe 
upon my Thoughts; but here we are with Perſons who 
are Strangers to us, and who are too lately become our 
Friends,to pardon ſuch an Indulgence of our Inclinations. 


WE 
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WE muſt, my dear ALciees, act according to the 
Times and Places we are in; and whatever Paſſion has 
an Influence over us, never do any Thing which may 
eall either Modeſty or Diſcretion in queſtion. The 
Politeneſs of URANIA has given us this Opportunity, we 
muſt prove ours by not abuſing it. This it was that 
made me turn my Eyes continually on the Company, to 
ſee if they were not re-ailembled without us; and it is 
this that obliges me to entreat we may join ourſelves to 
them, after having reiterated the Aſſurance that I love 
only you, and never ſhall love another. How wel!, my 
charming AR ELISs E, reply'd he, eagerly kiſſing her 
Hand, in ſpite of her Efforts to hinder him, do you 
know to make me die with Joy and Grief at the ſame 
time. But, continued he, you muſt be obeyed. Then a 
little haſtening his Steps, he advanced toward part of 
the Company; as they walked, ALciepE puriuing the 
Converſation. However, ſaid he, my dear Agtuise, 
you muſt permit me to tell you, that your Modeity here 
is more ſcrupulous than uſt. 

WE are on the point of being united for ever, by 
the conſent of thoſe to whom we owe our Being: we 
love each other, and have the Happineſs to make part 
of a Society full of Wit, Equity, Good-Nature, and 
whoſe principal good Fortune conſiſls in the Felicities 
Hy mExN beſtows on them. All here are married Lo- 
vers, ſeem proud of rendering their Paſhon inſeparable 
from their Duty, and are every Moment giving each other 
the moſt tender Teſtimonies cf Affection. 'I here is not, 
therefore, a Place in the World where you might better 
reconcile the Severity of your Duty with the Sweetne{s 
of your Paſſion 

WITH theſe Words, they came ſonearto URANIA 
and CELEMENA, that AREL1sE had not time to reply; 
but URANIA, who had heard part of the Diſcourſe of 
ALcirye, and eaſily comprehended the Subject, tools 
his part in theſe Terms: Nothing is more juſt, ſaid 
ſhe, than this Argument of ALciyye's, and it is form- 
ing a very wrong Judgment of our Minds and Humours, 
to be afraid of making us Witneſſes of thoſe mutual 
Proofs you wou'd give each other of an honourable * 
autho- 
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authorized Flame. It is one of our chief Maxims, ſaid 
ORoPHANES, laughing, we obey it with Pleaſure and 
Exactneſs, and fly all thoſe Perſons who approve nat of 
it. I find it too much according to my own Inclination, 
reply'd Ax EL ISE, bluſhing, not to approve of it; and 
ſhall readily obey it in its fulleſt Extent, when once 
ALC1PPE has joined to the Name of Lover, that of 
Husband. 

DUTY will always have the firſt Rank with ARE 
LISE, ſaid S1LVIAN A, coming up to them; and I am 
much miitaken, if ſhe does not in ſecret reproach me, 
for having ſuffered Lis1MoND to entertain me ſo long. 

FOR my part, ſaid CamiLLa, I cannot think you 
have at all erred in ſo doing: it is certainly a Point of 
Duty to ſhew ſome Complaiſance to him, who is deſ- 
tined to be our Husband, even before he is ſo, that he 
may judge of the future by the preſent. 

THIS Deciſion of CAMILLA's made all the Compa- 
ny laugh heartily ; and CELEMENAa firſt giving over, 
It muſt be confeſs'd, ſaid ſhe, that nothing affords a 
greater Contentment of Mind, than when our Inclina- 
tions are conformable to. our Duty. 

WITHOUT doubt, added Ju Lia; nor nothing a. 
greater Torment, than when they have divided Intereſts, 

as is too frequently the Cale, eſpecially among Perſons 
of a very high Quality, or the Blood-Royal, who 
are obliged to marry for the good of the State, without 
the Heart, either of the one or the other, being con- 
ſulte d. 

YOU wou'd then be greatly ſurprized, beautiful 
Juri, ſaid ALI E, to lee a Woman, by the Exceſs 
af her Duty only, do all that cou'd be exacted by the 
moſt ardent and violent Affection. That wou'd be Vir- 
tue indeed, anſwered Ju uA, and the moſt exalted Proof 
that cou'd poſſibly be given of it. I do believe, 
there may be ſuch Women, but the Examples of them 
are very rare; and I ſhow'd be fired with the utmoſt 
Admiration of one capable of it. 

YOU wou'd then admire Donna Fiviga DE Zu as 
8 Es, reſumed ALC1PPE ; and it is for her Glory that I 
wou'd bring this amiable Society acquainted with her 

Hiltory. 
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Hiſtory. I wiſh, interrupted Ho RTENSIA, we had fal- 
len ſooner on this Topic of Duty; ALcirRE might, 
by this time, have made a conſiderable Progreſs in his 
Hiſtory; whereas I now foreſee we ſhall be obliged to 
poſtpone our Attention till after Dinner, 

SHE had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than they were 
informed, it waited them in the Hall. All the Compa- 
ny expreſſed a Diſſatis faction at this Delay of their Cu- 
riofity. And it was in this kind of Converſation they 
paſſed the whole time of their Eating; and were no 
ſooner roſe from Table, than they went directly to the 
Library; where the charming CamiLLa entering firſt, 
This, ſaid ſhe, is the Place deſtined for reviving the 
Memory of heroic and illuſtrious Actions; nor wou'd 
any other accord ſo well with thoſe we expect to hear 
of Donna ELVIRA DE ZUARES. 

NONE of the Company made any other Reply to 
theſe Words, than by caſting a beſeeching Look on 
ALC1PPE ; and every one being ſeated according to their 
Inclinations, teſtified by their Silence the extreme De- 
fire they had to liſten to this Hiſtory. 

I know very well, ſaid ALI E, that it is not allow- 
ed me todiſpenſe with the Laws eſtabliſhed in this beau- 
tiful Manſion, and that I ought not to refuſe the Pay- 
ment of that Tribute expected from me; and, however 
uncapable I am of performing what is defired of me, 
in a manner worthy the Attention of ſuch as are to hear 
me, or of the Virtues of the Lady who is the Subject 
of my Diſcourſe, I truſt that my ready Obedience will 
attone for my want of Eloquence. 

THEN keeping ſilence for two or three Moments, 
to recolle& what he was about to relate, he began in 
theſe Terms, 
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The HISTORY of Donna ELVIRA 
DE ZUARES. 


FT ER the Duke of Alba had ſubjected the 
A Kingdom of Portugal to the Crown of Spain, 
rulLtle II. employed his utmoſt Policy to make himſelf 
beloved and feared by all the great Families of the Por- 
tugueſe ; he knew they endured his Yoke with Impa- 
tience ; and thoſe who had ſubmitted themſelves, did 
it eicher becauſe they had no longer the power to reſiſt, 
or through a Motive of Ambition, in hope to be raiſed 
by the Conqueror to greater Poſts than they held before. 
One of the moſt conſiderable among the latter was 
Don BALTHAZAR DE Lama, a young Lord, of an an- 
cient and noble Family; but whoſe Anceſtors had diſſi- 
pated the greateſt part of the Eſtate which ſhou'd have 
deſcended to him, in the Service of the Kings of Por- 
tugal, 

HIS Fortune, by this means, being little confor- 
mable to that Ambition with which his Soul was en- 
flamed, made him look with Joy on a Revolution which 
preſented him with an occaſion of re-eſtabliſhing his Fa- 
mily: for the Attainment of which, he negicQed no- 
thing that might procure him the Favour of the King of 
Spain, and all the great Men of his Court. The extra- 
ordinary Zeal he teſtified for the Intereſts of that Mo- 
narch, ſo much ingratiated him to the Duke of Alba, 
that he recommended him in ſo advantageous a manner 
to PRHILI II. as made him confer on him the moſt im- 
portant Employments ; in all which, he had the Happi- 

neſs to acquit himſelf with Succeſs. 
DON BaLTHazaR no ſooner ſaw himſelf arrived at 
the height he wiſhed, than he began to think of ren- 
| dering 
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dering his Grandeur laſting by ſome powerful Alliance 
as Ambition took up all his Heart, and Love had no part 
of the Nuptials he deſigned to form, he gave himſelf all 
neceſſary time to find out a Perſon whote Family and 
Riches might fully gratify that darling Paſſion. 

DONNA ELVINA DE ZuaREs, who was the ſole 
Inheretrix of the vaſt Wealth of one of the moit flou- 
riſhing and powerful Families in all Portugal, and whoſe 
excellent Beauty was even more the Subject of Diſcourſe 
than her Riches, was the Object on which Don BAU- 
THAZAR Caſt his Eyes. ELvira was no more than 
eighteen Years old, and was under the Care of Don 
PEDRO DE. ZUARES, Brother to her Father, who dying 
left her to his Tuition : he loved her with an extreme 
Tenderneſs, and ſeeing her the only hope of his Family, 
he having no Children, took all imaginable Care to edu- 
cate her in ſuch a manner, as ſhould make her worthy 
the immenſe Fortune ſhe wou'd be Miſtreſs of. 

DONNA ELvix A being ſuch as J have deſcribed 
ber, Don Ba LTHAZ AR found her environ'd with a great 
number of Pretenders; but one among them was diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt, not only for being moſt amiable 
and perfect of all the Cavaliers, but alſo that he had been 
made choice on by her Mother, while they were in their 
molt tender Infancy. That Lady had been united in 
the moſt ſtrict Friendſhip with the Parents of Don Sx- 
BASTIAN DE SUSA, for that was the Name of this young 
Lord; and the Father of Donna E Lv 1&4 beingalſopleal- 
ed with the Propoſal, theſe two beautiful Children were 
brought up with the Belief that they were born for each 
other, and ſhau'd one day be joined in the moſt in- 
diſſoluble Bands. 
THEIR innocent Hearts taking the Impreſſion 
from the Mouths of Perſons they were accuſtomed to 


obey in every Thing, ſoon began to love each other, 


and to declare it; their Paſſion commencing before the 
Knowledge of thoſe Rules which forbid making any 
ſhew of it, but under particular Limitations, unbri- 
dled Nature diſcovered iticlf in every Look and Action. 
SEBASTIAN was reſtrained by no Awe or Terror of of- 
feuding, and EL v 1k a knew not that the had any Cauſe 1 

bluſh 
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bluſh in avowing he was the deareſt Thing on Earth to 
her. Thus was their Affection conceived in Innocence, 
bronght up in Duty, and confirmed and augmented as 
they daily arrived at a more perfect Knowledge of the 
Perfections of each other. 

THE Father and Mother of Ervis a dying, before 
either ſheor Don SEBASTIAN attained at Years ſufficient 
to enter into the married State, Don PEDRO DE ZUARES 
encouraged in the ſame manner they had done, the 
mutual Tenderneſs of theſe young Lovers; and they 
were every day expecting to be united for ever, when 
the happy Moment was retarded by the terrible Di'orders 
of the State. Don SEBASTIAN, King of Portugal, 
engaging himſelf in that unfortunate Expedition into 
Africa, loſt his Life, and great part of his beſt Forces; 
and this it was that laid the Realm open to the Invaſion 
of the Duke of Alba, and gave the firſt occaſion to thoſe 
Troubles which ended not but in the entire Subverſion 
of the Government. 

OUR young Hearts beheld not this Oppoſition of 

the Times, without an extreme Concern, but their For- 
titude enabled them to ſuſtain it, without any viſible 
Marks of Weakneſ: ; and the publick Tranquillity was 
no ſooner re-eſtabliſhed, than Don Pt pro began to think 
of concluding their Marriage, and no Obſtacle appeared 
to their Deſires; when the ambitious Don BALTHAZ AR 
DE Lama raiſed up ane, which all their Love and Fide- 
lity cou'd not be able to remove, He was not ignorant 
of the mutual Tenderneſs of theſe two Lovers, nor the 
Engagements of Don PEDRo, but vain of the Merits of 
his Perſon, and the great Intereſt he had at the Court 
of Spain, he eaſily perſuaded himſelf, he ſhou'd be ac- 
cepted before all the Rivals in the World. In this 
Belief, he heſitated not to make his Addreſſes o ELUVIRA, 
and to deſire Don PEpro wou'd forward his Preten- 
ſions. 

AS his Birth and Intereſt with PHILIY IT, demand- 
ed Reſpect, Don PEDRO vt Zuares received him with 
all the Honours he cou'd expect; which till flattering 
him with a Belief, that his Propoſals wou'd be gratefully 


received, 
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received, he reſolved not to defer letting him know the 
Buſineſs on which he came. 

T O this end, having engaged him to walk with him 
on the Banks of the Tagus, and being a little ſeparated 
from the Company that went with them, My Lord, ſaid 
he, looking on him with a Countenance which teſti- 
fied his inward Aſſurance of Succeſs, I flatter myſelf, 
that the Propoſal I have to make you will be far from 
diſagreeable ; the Advantages you may receive by it, 
convince me, you will receive it with pleaſure. You 
know, that I have the honour to be well in the E- 
ſteem of our preſent Monarch, the Favours I have re- 
ceived from him, and thoſe I have reaſon to expect, are 
undeniable Proofs of his Goodneſs to me: by what I have 
done, you may judge what is in my power to do, and 
is {ſufficient to make you think an Alliance with me, 
your Intereſt as well as mine. Our Families are now the 
molt conſiderable in all Portugal, and yours by being 
united to mine, will perſuade King PHILIr, that your 
Attachment to him is equal to what he has found from 
me, and you will have a Right to demand Poſts of Ho- 
nour and Employments for yourſelf and Friends, to 
which otherwiſe you cou'd have no Pretenſions, or 
hope of obtaining. 

"'TWOULD be very difficult to expreſs the Diſor- 
der Don PEDRO was in at this Diſcourſe : his Prudence 
wou'd not permit him to ſay any thing which might 
ſhock a Man, from whole Revenge he had every thing 
to fear ; nor wou'd his Honour yield, that he ſhou'd even 
ſeem to retract the many {olemn Promiſes he had made 
to Don SEBASTIAN DE SUZA. In this Extremity he 
was obliged to retire into himſelf fome Moments, before 
he cou'd reply; but ſeeing that Don BAL THAZAR teſti- 
fied ſomewhat of an Impatience in his Looks, How un- 
happy are we, my Lord, ſaid he, that the generous La- 
MA did not ſooner make a Declaration of his Sentiments ! 
He cou'd not have doubted, if I wou'd not have pre- 
ferred him to all the Grandees, either of Peel or 
Spain; but, my Lord, it is now out of my power: 
my Niece is engaged to Don SEBASTIAN DE SUZAm— 
my Word is g:ven, and you know, among thoſe of our 


Rank, 


Rank, it ought to be inviolable 
I beſeech you, that ELVIRA and SEBASTIAN are deſ- 
tined, by Heaven, for each other. 

FROM their very Infancy they were taught to che- 
riſh this Hope, and to love; their mutual Affection is 
more than is ordinarily to be found He lives 


Think, therefore, 


but in the Proofs he receives of her Tenderneſs, and ſhe 
wou'd rather chuſe to die, than refrain conferring them. 
I dare believe, my Lord, that you have Sentiments too 
delicate to contribute any thing to the Separation of two 
Hearts ſo firmly united. However, continued he, per- 
ceiving a kindling Rage began to redden in his Eyes, 
in ſpite of this reciprocal Paſſion, had your Lordſhip 
entertained Thoughts of honouring me with your Al- 
liance ſome Years ago, as I then had not given m 
Word to Don SEBASTIAN, and was entirely Maſter of 
the Fate of ELVIRA, I cou'd have compelled her, by 
my Authority, to have given you her Hand; but things 
are now too far advanced, and J am perſuaded you have 
too much Honour yourſelf, to defire I ſhould blemiſh 
mine, by failing in what I have promiſed. 

I T 1s not my Intention, replyed Don BaLTHazaR 
with a malicious Smile; but, Don PE D Ro, there are 
means to ſcreen ourſelves from all Reproaches, and when 
we are conſtrained by ſupreme Orders, all Promiſes are 
ſwallowed up in Obedience. I believe you underſtand 
me, and that there is no Neceſſity I ſhou'd ſay more, to 
oblige you not to diſpoſe of ELVIRA, but to whom the 
King ſhall give Conſent. Wich theſe Words, without 
waiting for what the other ſhou'd have ſaid, he rejoined 
the Company ; and as this Party of Pleaſure had been 
formed by Lama, he broke it up as ſoon as poſſible, 
and took leave of Don Pepro, with a Politeneſs min- 
gled with Fierceneſs, which made him judge how ſeri- 
ous he was in this Affair. 

AT Don PtproO's return home, he found ELVIRA 
and SUzA; Who giving themſelves up wholly to the Jo 
of being in a ſhort time united for ever, had paſſed all that 
Day in mutual Proteſtations of eternal Love and Con- 
ſtancy. Don PEpRo cou'd not look upon them, with- 
out being {truck with the moſt piercing Sorrow; it ap- 
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peared ſo viſibly on his Countenance, that the two Lo- 
vers were equally alarmed at it, and joined to entreat 
him to reveal the Cauſe. As he knew they muſt be in- 
formed of it ſoon or late, he repeated all the Converſa- 
tion he had with Don BaLTHazaR DE Lama. The 
frequent Viſits of that Nobleman had already given ſome 
Suſpicion to Don SEBASTIAN, Which the tender Aſſu- 
rances of ELVIRA had, in ſome meaſure, calmed ; but 
this unforeſeen Blow renewed all his Jealouſies with 

reater Rage than ever, and at the ſame time, threw 
* into a Deſpair, of which he was not Maſter. He 
foreſaw, in that Inſtant, all the Misfortunes which af- 
terwards befel him; and, not doubting but his Rival 
wou'd be able to carry every thing before him, by his 
Intereſt and Favour with the King, he cou'd think of 
no other Remedy for this Misfortune, than to put an end 
to the days of this formidable Enemy to his Happineſs. 
Hate, Love, and Jealouſy combining with the Ardour 
of Youth, ſupported by the Coniciouſneſs of a high 
Birth, and equal Courage, he was departing that Mo- 
ment with the Reſolution of demanding of Lama a 
bloody Reparation for the Outrage he was attempting 
to offer him. 

I N vain Don PEDRO made uſe of all his Efforts to 
abate a Fury ſo juſtly raiſed, and but for the tender E1- 
'VIRA, that day had put an end to the Life of one of theſe 
fierce and incenſed Rivals. But that beautiful Lady per- 
ceiving her Uncle was incapable of perſuading, placed 
herſelf between the Door of the Chamber and Don Sx- 
BASTIAN, and Jaying her Hand upon his Shoulder, 
ſpoke to him in thele Terms, and with a Reſolution 
which aſtoniſhed him. 

SINCE, ſaid ſhe, the juſt Reaſons Don PepRro has 
alledged can prevail nothing on you, liſten to what I 
now aſſure you, and from which not ai! the Powers on 
Earth ſhall oblige me to recede : if you are preſump- 
tuous enough to attack Don BaLTHazar DE Lama, 
continued the, and hazard, at the ſame time, your own 
Life, my Glory, and my eternal Peace, by a Combat, 


which Prudence, Policy, and the preſent Conjuncture 
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of Affairs equally forbid, I ſwear, by all that I hold ſa- 
cred above, or dear below, never to be yours, 

WHAT, Madam! cry'd Suza, is the Life of my 
Rival already become ſo precious to you, that you con- 
demn me to certain Death, if I but attempt to give it 
him ? 

I hate Lama, reply'd ſhe, hate him with a mortal 
Hatred, yet not the thouſandth part ſo much as I love 
you: his Death wou'd be no Conlolation to me for the 
Loſs of you, and whether vanquiſh'd by him, or Van- 
quiſher over him, your Deſtruction is inevitable 
There are means leſs dangerous; and to preſerve us for 
each other, itis my part to employ them, and yours to 
obey me in this only occaſion, in which it is in your 
power to prove how much you are devoted to me. And 
what is it I muſt do? demanded he, with the moſt ſor- 
rowful Air: And what is it you condemn me to? 

T O love me, reply'd ELVIR A, looking on him with 
the extremelt Tenderneſs, to wait the Cares of Don PE“Z 
bo Ro, and, above all, to depend upon my Fidelity. All 
that | forbid you, is, not to undertake any thing againſt 
your Rival by force of Arms: we are not on terms ſuch 
as permit me to di:hgure my Sentiments; I was always 
commanded to love you, ana only you, and I found the 
Injunctions of my Duty were my chief Felicity 
No, my dear SEBASTLAN, continued ſhe, giving him 
her hand, I will never be but yours ———— Let this Pro- 
miſe calm the '1 ran{ports of your Rage, diſupate al! your 
Fears, and render you capable c. joining us in all proba- 
ble Meaſures, to overturn the Deſigns of this cruel In- 
der of our mutual Happineſs. 

THERE needed no more to oblige the amorous 
SUZA, to promiſe all they expected from him, he threw 
himſelf at the feet of ELVIRA, and all his Fury receding 
to his Love, he intreated a thouſand times over Pardon 
for his Suſpicions, and ſhe as often repeated, that ſhe 
wou'd never yield her Hand or Heart to any but himſelf. 
But it was not without the molt violent Conſtraint, that 
ihe concealed the Trouble ſhe was in, to ſee him in that 
ſubmiſuve and forrowful Condition, and cou'd not do 
it ſo artfully, but that ny Ot, in ſpite of her, ran 
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down her Cheeks. She loved SEBASTIAN, if poſſible, 
more than ever, and curſed the luckleſs Moment that had 
preſented her tothe eyes of the ambitious Bar THazan. 

DON PEtpro cou'd not behold this Spectacle with- 
out the moſt preſſing Emotions of Grief, Tenderneſs 
and Pity. He aſſured them again and again, that he 
wou'd neglect nothing to prevent all that BaLTHazaAR 
might enterprize againſt their Loves; and, as the firſt 
Step, it was agreed in this little Council, that they 
ſhou'd aſſemble together all of the two Houſes of Zu ARE 
and Su za, and inform them of the Obitacle put to their 
long: intended Alliance, and engage both the one and 
the other to oppoſe it with all their Powers. 

AS theſe two Families were the moſt ancient and 
conſiderable in the Kingdom, it might be preſumed, that 
acting in concert, they ſhou'd be able to prevail over a 
Man of an illuſtrious Birth indeed, but who owed his 
preſent Greatneſs to a Reverſe of Fortune, very grievous 
to all who were for the ancient Eſtabliſhment. Don PE- 
DRo loſt no time in this Affair, and the next day all the 
Kindred and Allies of Donna ELVIR A and of Don SE“ 
B AST IAN met together, to whom this good old Man re- 
ported the reaſon of his ſummoning them in this ſolemn 
manner. ELVI RA was the only Perſon of both the Fa- 
milies who was abſent at this Aſſembly, her Modeſty not 
permitting her to be preſent at the Diſcourſes which ſhe 
knew mutt be held on this Subject. 

DON Prpro repreſented the Caſe as the Head of 
the Houſeof Zu ar rs, and Don SEBASTIAN as the Chief 
of that of Su z a; they both declared themſelves in ſuch 
eloquent and touciing Terms, that no Perſon there but 
was of the Opinion they were; and the Zu AR ES, who, 
at firſt, were a little dazled with the Advantages which 
might accrue to them, from the Marriage of ELvis 
with Don Ba LN z AR, changed their Sentiments as ſoon 
as they heard SEBASTIAN ſpeak, and {wore to oppoſe, 
with their whole Might, the Deſigns of Lama, and to 

o all together, and proſtrate themſelves at the feet of 
King Ptz1L1P, to conjure him not to interpoſe his Au- 
thority for the diſſolving a Contract long ſince made, and 
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T HIS Reſolution taken, they judged it, however, 
1mproper to be proſecuted, till DonBaLTHazaR ſhou'd 
ſpeak more plain. Donna CaTHERINa MEN DOE, 
the Mother of Su A, thought it beſt, that the Marriage 
between ELVIRA and SEBASTIAN ſhou'd be immediate- 
ly ſolemnized, in order to take from Don BALITUHAEZAR 
all Poſſibility of compaſſing his Intent; but the Zu Ax ES 
oppoſed that Motion, giving for Reaſons, that as BA A.- 
THAZAR had mingled the name of King in the Conver- 
ſation he had with Don HD, it was imprudent to do 
any thing precipitately ; ſince it was nat to be imagined, 
he wou'd have ſpoken in that manner, without the con- 
{ent of his Majeſty; and, after ſuch Words, the Celebra- 
tion of the Marriage wou'd be look'd upon as a preme- 
ditated Diſobedience : they rather thought it better to 
make public Preparations ſor the Marriage, as of a thing 
deſigned before, and which they had no Apprehenfions 
of Danger in accompliſhing. 

I HO theſe Sentiments were directly contrary to 
thoſe of Suza, yet he was ob'iped to conform to them, 
this Advice being by much the greateſt part of the Af- 
ſembly approved. Aﬀer which, they ſeparated with a 
new Aſſurance, that they wou'd defend E.viea for SE- 
BASTIAN, by all the ways they cou'd, without lying 
in the face of Majeſty. 

WHILE theie things were doing, Don Ba LTUAZAR 
DE LAMA ſuffered not himſelf to be idle: the manner 
in which Don PEDRO had received his Propoſal of Mar- 
riage with his Neice, piqued his Pride in the moſt ſen— 
ſible manner; and reſolving not to be overcome in a 
Matter of ſo mech Conſequence, departed the {ame da 
for the Court of Spain; where he exerted his Intereſt fo 
ſucceſsfully with King PHIL Ir, that kenot only approved 
his Alliance with the Houſe of Zur Es, but, in favour 
of his Marriage, gave him the Government of Goa, and 
made him Viceroy of the Indies. He had no ſooncr ob- 
tained theſe magnificent Titles, than he kailed back to Li 
bon, farniſhed witu Letters to the Prefident of tte Coun- 
cil, tooblige Don PRO tocompliance with his Defires, 

THE News of this ſudden E vation, filled with 
Jealouſy and Conſternation the hearcs of all thoſe who 
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pretended to that Poſt by their Services: thoſe of the 
Family of Suza were among the number of the Male- 
contents; but they had, in a little time, a new Subject 
of Hatred againſt LAMA: he having heard, at his Arri- 
val, that magnificent Preparations were making for the 
Nuptials of ELVIRA and Don SERASTHIAN, occaſioned 
an immediate Stop to be put to them. The Preſident of 
the Council was his immediate Friend, and had no ſooner 
received the Orders from the King of Spain, than he 
ſent for Don Pzpro, to whom he declared the Inten- 
tions of that Monarch were, that he ſhou'd give his 
Niece to Don BaLTHazar DE LAMA; and for that 
end, break all Engagements he had entered into before 
the Knowledge thereof. 

IT was in vain that Don Pezpro alledged the Laws 
of Honour, the mutual Paſſion of the two Lovers, and 
the Ceremony of making them one, juſt ready to be 
compleated ; he cou'd obtain no other Anſwer from the 
Prefident, than that it was the King's Pleaſure, and that 
he had a preciſe Order to ſee it complied with. Don PE- 
DRO Was ſenſibly touched at this Violence; and hoping 
it might yet be diſpenſed with, at leaſt willing to have 
nothing wherewith to reproach himſelf, he ſummoned 
both the Families a ſecond time, to remind them of the 
Promiſe they had made in behalf of E.vik a's Contract 
with SEBASTIAN. All thoſe of the Houſe of Suza came 
readily, being animated by all the Motives of Glory and 
Ambition; but the greateſt part of the Zu ares were ab- 
ſent, and thoſe who came, ſaid, they had promiſed to 
oppoſe Don BaLTHAZAR, but not the Orders of his 
Majeſty ; and that it was neither the Daty nor the In- 
tereſt of their Family, that Don PE DRo ſhou'd refuſe his 
Niece to an Offer ſo advantageous as Don BALTHAZAR 
pr Lama, Viceroy of the Indies, and Governour of Goa. 

THEN Don PEpRo ſeeing himſelf condemned to 
break his Promiſe, even by thoſe of his own Family, had 
no other Anſwer to make to the Reproaches of Don 
SEBASTIAN, than ſhewing him the Orders of the King. 
*Tis eaſy to conceive the Exceſs of Grief, in which the 
two Lovers were now plunged: all the City took part 
in their Misfortunes, but none durſt undertake - any 


thing to remedy them. The beautiful ELVIXA was in 
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a Situation the moſt cruel that can be imagined ; forced to 
receive the Viſits of Don BALTHAZAR, and deprived, 
for ever, of the fight of her dear SEBASTIAN: all her 
Thoughts were continually taken up in lamenting her ill 
Fortune,and in contriving unavailing Stratagems to retard 
a Hymen,which ſhe look'd on as theSentence of her Death. 

DON PxzpRo had obtained eight Days of the Preſi- 
dent, under pretence of employing that 'I'ime in per- 
ſuading ELvira to the Marriage; but in effect tothink 
of ſome Meaſures, if poſlible, to break it off, He tried 
all ſorts of ways to oblige Lama to deſiſt his Purſuit ; 
ſet before his Eyes the Injuſtice and Barbarity of ſepara- 
ting two Perſons, whoſe Hearts were cemented by the 
ſtricteſt Ties : then repreſented the little Contentment he 
cou'd expect with a Wife who was ſo but by force; and, 
in fine, urged all that Honour, Wiſdom, or Piety cou'd 
ſuggeſt againſt this Match. 

BUT theſe Remonſtrances were far from effecting 
the deſired Purpoſe; Don Ba LTH AEZ AR had other Views 
in an Alliance with ELVIRA, and wanted Delicacy of 
Soul to be touched either with her Sufferings, or the Re- 
ſentment ſne might have againſt him, for this Conſtraint 
on her Inclinations. | 

DON SRERBASTIAN, inthe mean time, was reſolute 
to die, rather than permit ELvisv ſhou'd be given to 
theArms of BaLTHAzZAR ; was continually in Conſulta- 
tion with Don PEDRO, but prevailed on him to conceal 
from ELVIRA the Depth of his Deſpair, or that he had 
any Deligns to oppoſe the intended Marriage, farther 
than by his Prayers to Heaven: he alſo avoided the 
ſight of Don Ba LTHAZ AR, never viſiting Don PEDRO 
but at thoſe Hours when he was ſure he was not there. 
This Conduct, which ELvisa imagined was the effect 
of her Orders, entirely diſſipated the Fears ſhe had been 
in for him, and gave her Time and Coolneſs of Mind to 
meditate on what was beſt for her to do. She cou'd 
not think it poſſible, that a Man ſhou'd obſtinately per- 
fiſt in his Deſires of marrying a Woman, who ſheu d 
tell him with her own Mouth, all the Softneſs of her 
Soul was devoted to another; and, theretore, reſolved to 
pals over all ſorts of Conſiderations, to convince Lam a 
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of this Truth. A young Maid truly diſcreet cou'd not 
bring herſelf to ſuch a Confeſſion, without the utmoſt 
Pain, eſpecially to a Man who wou'd, and perhaps might 
become her Husband. But ELvis a knowing that all had 
been ſaid to him by others made no Impreſſion on him, 
was determined to force her Modeſty to this laſt Reſource : 
tne Extremity to which ſhe was reduced, rendered her 
more bold; and one day, when Don BaLTHazar found 
her only with her Women, and he had given her an 
Opportunity to execute her Deſign, by reminding her 
that the time her Uncle demanded was very near expi- 
red; My Lord, anſwered ſhe, you wou'd do an Ac- 
tion worthy of everlaſting Praiſes, if you wou'd pro- 
long it for my whole Life: for, in fine, you cannot be 
ignorant that I am deſtined to another by my Parents, 
and my own Inclination; and when you pretend to 
hope, I may one day be brought to love you; the Excels 
of Grict you ſee me plunged in, convinces you, in ſpite 
of your ſelf, that there is no Poſlibility I ſhall ever do ſo 
Alt Lisbon knows this Truth, why then ſhou'd 
J fear to tell it you? Learn then, continued 
ſhe, bluſhing, learn from my own Mouth, that I love, 
and am beloved with the utmoſt Extremity of Paſſion. 
——— Noother than Don SEBASTIAN DE SUza can 
pretend to my Heart; it is a Paſſion born with me, of 
a piece with my Life, and will continue to my Grave 
- What wou'd be the Glory, what the Sweetneſs 
of a married State, where the beſt you ſhou'd find from 
royr Wife wou'd be Coldneſs and Indifference ? 
Where the Perſon, who fills your Arms wou'd return 
your Endearments but with Sighs for your Rival, and 
who wou'd continually reproach you both with her 
Words and Tears, for being the Author of her Mis- 
fortune? 

AH! my Lord, for your own ſake as well as mine, 
confider well on the Horrors of ſuch an Union: pare 
your ſelf the Shame it wou'd draw on you re- 
member, that all the World is ſenſible I love you not, 
that I never ſhall love you, and that my eternal Jender- 
neſs is for your Rival Theſe are my Sent1- 


ments, my Lord; I will not conceal them from you: 
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you ſhall have nothing to reproach me with, when it is 
no longer in your power to break thoſe Ties which 
will be then no lejs dreadful to you than to my ict. 
Deſiſt, therefore, from your Purſuit 
return to Juſlice and to Reaſon, and force me not to en- 
ter into Engagements ſo ſhocking to my Soul, and which, 
in their Conſequence, may, perhaps, be more fatal to 
your Glory than to mine. 

WHATEVER good Opinion Don BarTnazar 
had of himſelf, it is impoſſible to diſſemble the ſpite he 
conceived at this Diſcourſe ; he redden'd, he turned pale, 
and was about to interrupt her an hundred times, but 
had no Words to explain himſelf by: his Surprize was 
at leaſt equal to his Vexation, to ſee a Maid ct her Age, 
and whole Modeſty was as conſpicuous as her Beauty, 
aſſume Courage to reveal a Secret of that nature, to a 
Perſon who was to be her Spouſe. 

AS he was naturally fierce and haughty, he was go- 
ing to anſwer her with ſharpneſs; but then reſleQting 
that it was not yet his Rightto ſpeak as Maſter, he con- 
ſtrained himſelf, as much as poſſible, that nothing of 
what paſſed in his Sout might be cbvious to her; and 
looking on her, not with Anger, but with Coldneſs e- 
nough ; Any other than my ſelf, Madam, ſaid he, might 
have juſt Cauſe to fear the Conſequences of Marriage at- 
ter ſuch a Confidence; but as I know your Virtue, no- 
thing is capable of intimidating me. Lou are 
yet too young to know your ſelf; your Tenderneſs for 
SUzZa aroſe from your Obedience to your Parents; they 
are dead, and a greater Power, the King himſelf, now 
commands you to love me: 1 dare believe, your Duty 
will be always a Law to you, and that you will tranſplant 
all the Affection you were bid to beftow on my Rival, 
on him you are now ordained to give it to. 

I confeſs, I am charmed with that Readineſs with 
which you followed the firſt Will of your Parents; I 
may judge by that Reſignation in your Nature, that 
you will always preſerve the glorious Title of a virtuous 
Woman, and far from apprehending my Honour will 
ſuffer in an Union with you, Iexpedct only the extremeſt 
Felicity. Ceaſe then, any vain Endeavours to change 
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me; the more you have loved Don SFEBASTIAX, the 
more I find you worthy to be loved. *Tis Duty, I know, 
that regulates all the Movements of your Heart, and 
when you ſhall conſider that it is ſo which commands 
you to love me, I ſhall find the happy Effects of it. 
Therefore, Madam, continued he, riſing from 
his Chair, never imagine I ſhall forego my Pretenſions; 
but, on the contrary, I now go to preſs the haftening 
that fortunate Moment, which ſhall put me in poſlet- 
ſion of ſo perfect an Object. With theſe Words, ha- 
ving made her a low Bow, he went out of the Room, 
leaving her in ſo great a Deſpair, for the ill Succeſs of 
her Enterprize, that, had ſhe not been prevented by her 
Women, ſhe had certainly laid violent hands on her 
own Life. LEONORA was the chief of thoſe who at- 
tended her, had been her Nurſe, and was a Perſon of 
great Diſcretion; yet all the Arguments ſhe cou'd al- 
ledge, joined to the Affection ELVIRA had for her, 
ſeemed too little, for a long time, to calm the furious 
Agitations of her Soul. 

BUT, as ELvik a had a Soul truly great, and entire- 
ly free from thole Weakneſſes to which too many of 
her Sex abandon themſelves, ſne had at laſt recovered her 
uſual! Courage; and, aſhamed of her firſt Emotions, as 
contrary both to her Religion and herGlory, ſhe thanked 
LEeoxoRa for the Remonſtrances ſhe had made her. 
But tho' the Rage againſt herſelf was over, the Diſdain 
ſhe conceived for Don Ba LT HAZ A R was not ſo; and ſhe 
took, that moment, a firm Reſolution to throw herſelf, 
for ever, into a Cloyſter, rather than yield to be his Wife. 
The ironical Air with which he had ſpoke, had touch- 
ed her to the quick: ſhe was ſenſible of the whole Mean- 
ing of his Words, and judging rightly of the Fate ſhe 
mult expect with a Huſband of that Humour, proteſted 
to herſelf, to neglect nothing which might deliver her 
from him- 

LEONORA, ſaid ſhe to her Nurſe, after having 
ordered her other Women to retire, I yield to your 
Reaſons, and promiſe you to do nothing unworthy of 
me; but you mult then approve a Deſign I have juſt 
now formed, and aſſiſt me in the Execution of it: all 
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my Family abandon me, an ambitious Policy has turn” 
ed them on the fide of Lama; but I am determined 
to ſhew them, I deſpiſe thoſe vain Titles with which 
they have ſuffered themſelves to be dazzled, and, in 
ſpite of the whole World, will never be for any Man, 
if I cannot be for the unfortunate SEBASTIAN. 

T HEN ſhe conjured her to help her in leaving the 
Houle of Don Pep ro, and conducted her to a Monaſtery, 
where the Siſter of LEeoxoRA was a Recluſe; ſhe alſo 
commanded her not to diſcover her Retreat to any 
Perſon in the Werld, not even to SEBASTIAN himſelf; 
to the end, his Aſtoniſhment might be a convincing 
proof, that he had no hand in her Elopement. The 
Difficulty of finding mie, {aid ſhe, will give time to 
Don PEtDvRro, his Friends, and thoſe of SEBASTIAN, to 
enter into ſome meaſures, perhaps more ſucceſsful than 
any they yet have try'd; and, at the ſame time, aſſure 
all the Protectors of Don LAMA, of my fixed Averſion 
for him: 'tis poſſible the King himſelf may reflect on 
the Barbarity of his Commands, and uſe his Authority 
no farther in behalf of his Favourite. 

LEONO RA made uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to diſ- 
ſuade her flom this Deſign; but it was invincibly ſet- 
tled in her lind: ſo that, finding ſhe cou'd not pre- 
vai}, ſhe conſented to do as ſhe required, and ſwore an 
inviolable Secrecy. As there now wanted but two 
Days of the eight Don PRDRO had obtained from the 
Preſident, it was concluded between them to depart: 
the next Night. 

LEONOR A went immediately to prepare her Siſ- 
ter, and every thing happened according as they deſi- 
red: the Nun, who had great power in the Monaſtery, 
aſſured LEoNoOR a, that ſhe wou'd conceal ELVIRA ſo 
well, that none ſhou'd know any thing more of her 
than ſhe was wi.ling to reveal. 

THE Affair being thus regulated, the Night of the 
ſucceeding Day, when the whole Family befide were 
buried in Sleep, Donna Elvira having none but LR“F 
ONORA With her, went out of her Apartment, by a 
Pair of Back-ſtairs, into the Garden, which had a Door 
that opened into a Quartcr cf the Town, but little fre- 
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Cuented : there ELVI RA found a Chaiſe, which Leoxo: 
RA had appointed at that time, attended by Men on 
whoſe Fidelity ſhe cou'd depend. They took leave of 
each other in this place, ELVIR a thinking it beſt, ſhe 
ſhou'd remain in the Houſe, and feign an entire Igno- 
Trance what was become of her; to the end, ſhe might 
privately inform her of all that paſled. 

THIS beautiful Perſon arrived at the Convent, and 
was received without any Aceident or Obſtacle; and 
LEO NORA returned to her Chamber, leaving the Gar- 
den Door open ; ſhe had allo the Precaution to faſten 
ELVIRA“'s Sheets to the Bars of the Window, to make 
it appear, as if ſhe had eſcaped that way. Then having 
done all that was neceſſary for the better concealing 
the Truth, ſhe went to Bed, and waited paticntly for 
the Hour in which it was ker Cuſtom to go into her 
Miſtreſs's Apartment. 

T HE unhappy ELVIX A was no ſooner ſafe in hey 
Retreat, than ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the Coun- 
cil, the Siſter of LEoxoRa having undertaken to get 
her Letter delivered to him, without his being able to 
diſcover by whoſe hand it was brought. In effect, 
this Nun had a near Relation in his Family, to whom 
ſhe gave it, and he took the Opportunity, when the 
Room was free from Company, to lay it on a Table, 
where he knew the Preſident muſt needs ſee it. 

DON BALTHAEZAR and Don SEBASTIAN, all this 
time, were not without Buſineſs; the former more en- 
famed by the Difficulties he found in the obtaining Exvi- 
RA, went directly from her to the Preſident of the 
Council, to entreat he wou'd not agree to any longer 
Delay, incaſe Don PEpRro ſhou'd require it, and to oblige 
him to execute the King's Decree in fixing a Day for 
the Celebration of the Nuptials ; and having obtained 
an Aiſirance from bim, that he wou'd do as he de- 
fired, he thought of nothing but taking the Advan- 
tages of thoie Marks of Amity and Reſpect he re- 
ceived from the greateſt part of the Kindred of ELvi- 
RA, Who, Charmed with his Grandeur ard good For- 
tune, looked oa his Alliance as a great Favour, 
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TO comply with their Advances, he accepted the 
Invitation made him by Don AxTox1o DE SILV4, one 
of the neareſt Relations of ELvira, to a magnificent 
Feaſt at a Country-Seat he had two Leagues diſtant from 
Lisbon. This Party of Pleaſure was, on the next day 
after that Converſation with ELviRa, in which ſhe de- 
clared to him, in to full a manner, her Sentiments; and, 
on the Night of which ſhe executed her Deſign, to 
which all things ſeemed to contribute: for Don Sx- 
BASTIAN being informed of this Journey to AxnTox10 
DE SYLVA's, thought he had now a convenient Opportu- 
nity to put in practice what he had long before projec- 
ted; and, for that reaſon, came not to Don PE DRO's, 
for fear the diſcerning ELVYIRA ſhould diſcover, in his 
Countenance, or {ome unguarded Word, what he was 
about to take in hand. So, by both the Rivals being ab- 
ſent, and her Uncle being free from Company, going 
early to bed, ſhe was entirely free from Interruption. 

THUS Fortune brought to paſs three different In- 
cidents in one Day. In the Morning, the Preſident of 
the Council found the Letter of ELvi ka, without being 
able to gueis by what means it came upon his Table; he 


opened it immediately, and found it contained theſe 
Words: 


To the Preſident of the Council. 


© My Lord, 
6 SS Thr unjuſt Violence offered to my Iuclina— 


tions, in forcing me to give to Don BaLTH a- 

ZAR DE LAMA a Faith already ſolemnly promiſed to 
Don SEBASTIAN DESU 7A, cbliges me to retire for 
ever from the World. [ have tried all forts of 
ways before I came to this Extremity ; but, fince 
nctaing can ſoften the Hearts of my Perſecutors, 
and they pretend to compel me to violate all Laws, 
both Human and Divine, I throw my ſelf into the 
Protection of him, from whom alone they durſt 
not tear me Accuſe no Perſon of my Flight, 
I have too much Intereſt in being concealed; to con- 
** fide the Secret in any one; and whatever Search 
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may be made for me, the Place of my Retirement 
* will never be diſcovered, but by the Report of my 
„ Death, or the Liberty of diſpoſing my Hand. 


ELVINA DE ZUARES. 


WHILE the Prefident of the Council was reading 
this Letter, all the Houſe of Don PRDRO was in con- 
fuſion: LEoNoRa going pretty late into the Chamber 
of ELVIRA, followed by her other Women, ſent forth 
the moſt piercing Cries en not finding her; and ſome 
of the others perceiving the Sheets faſtened to the Win- 
dows, ſeconded her with ſo much Vehemence, that not 
only Don PEDRO himſelf, but all the Family were at- 
tracted by their Clamours: his Surprize was extremely 
great, but on queitioning LEoxoRa, ſhe play'd ber 
part ſo well, that he had not the leaſt Suſpicion ſhe was 
privy to the Intentions of his Niece. 

THIS News was immediately ſpread throvgh the 
whole City, and confirmed by the Letter which the 
Preſident of the Council had received, and which, in 
his Aſtoniſhment, he had read to ſeveral! Perſons who 
happened to be with him when he ſaw it on the 
Table. All the conſiderable Gentlemen of Lisbon ran 
to the Houie of Don FEDRo ; and the common, Opi- 
nion among them was, that ſhe was gone with Don 
SEBASTIAN DE SUZZ A; on Which they all went to his 
Palace, where they found Donna CATHARIN ADE MEN.“ 
bock, his Mother, who ſwore to them, that her Son 
had not been from home that night, nor the day be- 
fore, but that he went out on horſe-back, early in the 
morning, and uuaitended. | 

THIS was enough to confirm the Suſpicions they 
before had entertained, and every one formed different 
Judgments on tuis Action; ſome were eager to find 
him and ELVIX A, in order to make their Court to La- 
Ma, by reſtoring his Miſtreſs to him; and others, com- 
paſlionating the Fate of theſe Lovers, reſolved to fol- 
low, in hope of aſſiſting him, in caſe he ſhou'd be met 
by the other Far y, and attacked. Among th-te laſt 
was Don PEDRO, Wo was perſuaded, as Well as 5 
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reſt, that by ſeeing the one, they ſhou'd alſo find the o- 
ther. Thus they all ſeparated, and every one took a dif- 
ferent way, each flattering himſelf with the hope of be- 
ing ſucceſsful in his Search. 

BUT the unfortunate SEBASTIAN, little imagining 
that his abſence cauſed all this Trouble, animated by 
Love, Hatred, and Revenge, being informed that Don 
BALTHAZAR Wou'd quit the Houſe of ANTONIO DE 
S1Lva that Morning, was gone to meet him in his re- 
turn, with the dctign either of taking his Life or 
loſing his own. He attended not long, before he ſaw 
him followed but by three or four Servants: Suza im- 
mediately rode up to him, and having ſaluted him in 
a pretty fierce manner; Don BaLTHazaR, ſaid he to 
him, I have ſomething very important to communicate 
to you: Are you a Man capable of hearing me? Yes, 
and of anſwering you too, reply'd Lama, in the ſame 
Tone. Then perceiving what the buſineis was he had 
with him, he made a Sign to his People not to follow; 
and without any farther Speech, they both ſpurred their 
Horſes out of fight, then alighting both at the {ame time, 
jumped into a little Valley, defended by a huge Moun- 
tain on the fide next the Road. 

THE mutual Fury they had conceived againſt each 
other, allowed them not the power or leiſure to ex- 
plain themſelves by Words; but Deeds ſufficiently ex- 
preſſed the Emotions of their Hearts. They diſchar- 
ged their Piſtols over their heads ; then, with an equal 
Alacrity and Addreſs, flew on each other with Sword 
in hand. Both young, vigorous, and of great Courage, 
the Combate cou'd not but be terrible, the Equality of 
their Forces made the Advantage a long time diſputed; 
Lama, however, was the firſt that was wounded, and 
Suza, by aiming rather to offend his Adverſary than 
defend himielt, ſoon after received the other's Sword 
in his Arm: but the fight of their Blood ſerved only 
to augment their Rage, and one or both muſt certain- 
ly have become the 'I'-1umph of Death, if Don Ax To- 
NIO DE SILVA, With the reſt of the Company, whom 
BaALTHAZAR had left at his Liouſe,had not been brought 
to the Aflliange of Lama, by Li, Servants 3 who eafily 
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imagined for what reaſon he had gone apart with a 
ſtrange Cavalier, tho' they doubted not it was Don $«- 
BASTIAN DE SUZA. 

THEY arrived juſt as the Arm of each was lifted 
up to give the other a mortal Blow, and had the good 
fortune to be ſwift enough to prevent the intended 
Miſchief. In fine, they ran between theſe incenſed An- 
tagoniſts, and compelled them, unwillingly, to ſepa- 
rate. 

I N that Inſtant, Don PR DRNO and ſome others who 
had taken the ſame Road, in purſuit of Don SEBAST1I.“§X 
AN, as the Partaker of Euvisa's Flight, came up to 
them, attracted by the claſhing of Swords, and the 
Noiſe of the Horſes belonging to Don ANTONIO and 
his Company 

THIS Spectacle, which they ſo little expected, threw 
them into the utmoſt Conſternation; the Friends of Don 
SEBASTIAN encompaſſed him with drawn Swords, as 
relolute to defend or to revenge him; thoſe of LAMA 
did the ſame by him: but Don PRE DRO and Don Ax- 
ToXx10 acted with io much Prudence in mediating the 
Matter, that the two Parties durſt undertake nothing 
againſt each other, and the one carry'd away Lama, 
and the other Su z à to their reſpective Palaces. 

DON PEepro cou'd not diſpenſe with himſelf from 
paying ſome Civilities to Don BALTHAZEZ AR, aſſur in 
him, that he had a ſenſible Regret for his Adventure; 
and, at the ſame time, told him the Loſs of ELVIRA; 
and teſtified ſo great a Freedom in all his Words and 
Behaviour to him, that it was impeſſible for the other 
not to give faith to what he ſaid: but the News of 
ELVIAA's Flight put him in ſo great a Rage, that he 
had icarce patience to wait till the Surgeons had dreſ- 
ſed his Wounds, for demanding Vengeance on the Ra- 
viſher, whom he doubted not was SUz a, and reſolvtd to 
accuſe him as ſuch, 

HOWEVER, Don Pe pRxo having joined this un- 
fortunate Lover, of whom his Friends tcok the ſame 
Care as the others had done of Lama, ſcon found in 
him ſuch Marks of profound Melancholy, as made 
him preſently imagine him innocent of what was laid 
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to his charge. But to be more aſſured, Don 8SEBAS T- 
AN, ſaid he, I know not how to blame a Combat, 
which Honour ſeems to have exacted from you; but 
I am extremely ſorry you ſhou'd caſt ſo great a Blemiſh 
on your own Honour and that of ELVIRA, as to per- 


ſuade her to fly her Family It is an Injury to 
her Reputation, which can never forgive, unleſs 
you make Reparaticn for it, by immediately reſtoring 
her. 

ME! cry'd Don SeBasT1AaN, me do you accuſe of 
having carry'd away ELvira!l Ah! my Lord, what 
Tidings do you tell me, and how unjult are your Suſ- 
picions! Not only Don PED Ro, but all preſent were 
now convinced of the Truth of what he ſaid ; he 
teſtified bis Surprize and Inquietude with too much 
Sincerity, for any one to believe him guilty, 

AS they had ſtopt at a Village till his Wounds were 
dreſſcd, he was in the utmoſt Impatience to get on 
Horle-back, in order to make ſearch through Lisbon 
for ELVIRA: his Friends wou'd fain have perſuaded him 
to conceal himſelf rather in ſome place from the Pur- 
ſuits of his Rival; but he was not of a Temper to fly 
his Enemy, and obliged them to conduct him to his 
Palace, where he was received by Donna CaTHERINA 
ve MEN DOC E, with ſuch "Tranſports of Grief, that the 
moſt violent Emotions of Nature alone cou'd render 
excuſable. This tender Mother, who foreſaw the 
Flight of ELvika, joined to the late Combate with Don 
BALTUAZZA R, wou'd involve her Son in numberleſs Dan- 
gers, cou'd not with Hñold her Tears, nor moderate her 
Terrors. Don PEDRO, and all his Friends, who were 
ſtrongly perſuaded ELVIRA had taken this Step without 
his knowledge, and merely to avoid being given to a 
Man ſhe deteſted, conjured her to be eaiy, and permit 
them to plead his Cauſe. But, alas! it was now too 
late; Lama, who came to Lisbon as ſoon as they, went 
immediately to the Preſident of the Council, whom he 
informed of this Affair, and painted in Colours to black, 
that the Miniſter, had he been leſs inclinaile to ſerve 
him, cou'd not diipen'e with ſending an Order to ar- 
reſt Suza the lame day, Thus, while they were talk- 
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ing, the Officers come in; and, in ſpite of Juſtice, or 
the Tears of his Mother, he was hurry'd away to Pri- 
ſon, and guarded with the utmoſt Strictneſs, 
AS his good Qualities made him univerſally beloved, 
the greateſt Lords in the Kingdom appeared in his be- 
half; Don PEDRO himſelf invoked Heaven and Earth to 
ſave him from the Malice of his Rival: and what be- 
tween the Grief for his Misfortune, and the Impoſſ- 
bility there appeared of diſcovering the Retreat of his 
Niece, he was perfectly inconſolable. 
I N the meantime, the unfortunate ELVIRA DE Zu a- 
RES being informed by LeoNora of every thing that 
paſſed, was in a condition which it wou'd be very d iffi- 
cult to deſcribe ; and when at laſt ſhe received News that 
SEBASTIAN was treated as an Aſſaſſin and a Raviſher, 
and that they talked of no leſs than cutting off his Head, 
ſhe had ſcarce any Senſe remaining, but that of her Miſ- 
fortune: however, endeavouring to recover herſelf as 
much as poſſible, from the Lethargy of her Grief, ſhe | 
began to reflect, that if ſhe diſcovered her Retreat, it 2 
wou'd be the means to clear his Innocence. And, in ; 
this Thought ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the Coun- c 
cil: Don PrDRO and her own Friends were the laſt ſlie 
acquainted with the Secret; but when ſnhe did, and ſuf- h 
fered them to {ee her, and had fully let them know the P 
whole Truth of her Departure, ſhe conjurea them to em- 
ploy all their Cares to ſave SEBASTIAN'S Life. f1 
BUT the Council of Spain having been informed of - 
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the Ad venture according to the Report of LAMA only, 
ſent Orders to the Prelivent at Lisbon, to do immediate 
Juſtice; but as he was alſo of bis Party, and the Deſign 
of SUza's Enemies being to take his Life, if poſſible, 
by Form of Law, in ſpite of the Witneſſes of the Combate 
between um and BALTHAZZA R, and the Proteſtacions 


of ELVIRA, that he was entirely ignorant of her Flight, rea 
he was itil] proceeded againſt, on ths adictments of Rape my 
and Aſſaſſination: they had already interrogated Don ſwe 
SEBASTIAN ſeveral times, but it was only a Formality, any 
and in ſome ſoit to gratify the Solicitations of his Fa- to 
mily, his Friends, and the Tears of l. is Mother, who _ 
| 


was every day at the feet of the Judges. But the Con- þ 
| cluſion * 
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cluſion being determined among themſelves, they did 
not pretend to give theſe diſconſolate Perſons any hope 
of acquitting him, and they were now expecting to 
hear the Sentence of his Death pronounced, when 
Donna Euvik a ſeeing there was no way but one to pre- 
ſerve a Life ſo dear to her, after having endured the 
molt cruel] Combate between the Paſſion ſhe had for 
him, and the Horror of his Death, determined rather 
to ſacrifice herſelf, than let him ſuffer. The time now 
preſſed, the fatal Moment was approaching; therefore, 
ſtrengthening her Reſolution in as ſwift Degrees as his 
Danger augmented, ſhe ſent to deſire Don BALTHAZAR 
wou'd come to her. LEONORA, who was informed of 
her Deſign, and charged with this Commiſſion to him, 
perceiving he heſitated whether he ſhould comply or 
not, told him poſitively, that the Life of her Miſtreſs 
depended on his immediate Anſwer ; and that if he de- 
layed Obedience to this Summons, he might, perhaps, 
never ſee her but in her Tomb. On this, he was pre- 
vailed on to go. tho' with a Coldneſs which almoſt 
diſtracted this faithful Confidant. 
H E found the lovely ELVIRA in a Situation, ſuch as 
he cou'd not hinder himſelf from being touched with ; 
ale, Ianguiſhing, abaſhed, her Eyes drowned in Tears, 
bat {till io beautiful with all this, that it was impoſ- 
fible to ſee her without loving her. My Lord, ſaid 
ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him enter, and forcing down 
the Sighs which were ready to interrupt her Speech, 
Tis no longer the inexorable, the fierce ELVIRA, the EL. 
VI RA Who had the Boldnets to conſtrain you not to love 
her, that now ſpeaks to you 'tis the ſubmiſſive, 
the dying ELvik a who intreats your Pardon for an il- 
luſtrious Unfortunate, and who, to purchaſe his Life, is 
ready to give you her Heart and her Faith Yet, 
my Lord, continued ſhe, fave Don SEBASTIAN, and I 
ſwear to be yours If it be true, that Love has 
any part in the Addrefles you have made me, prove it 
to me by this Action, which is juſt as well as generous 
| know you have the power, his Judges are 
wholly influenced by you, and act only as you wou'd 
have them — Triumph then over your Reſent- 
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ment, if you think it any Happineſs to triumph over 
my Heart: what I now beg, may ſeem a proof of my 
Tenderneſs for your Rival, but it is alſo one of my E- 
ſteem for you, ſince I am certain, you wou'd hereafter 
condemn your ſelf for what you now ſo eagerly purſue 
This 1s the laſt Teſtimony I ſhall ever give of 
my unhappy Paſſion for him, and it is the firſt | ever 
exacted of yours. In fine, my Lord, can you pretend 
to love theunfortunate ELVIXA DE ZUaREs, yet ſee her 
thus without Compaſiion ? Is there any need of 
ſeeing me in this Poſture, to grant what I implore? 
With theſe Words, ſhe threw her ſelf at his feet, with her 
Face all covered with Tears. 

AH! Madam, cry'd Don Bal HAZ AR, immediately 
raiſing her, what a Spectacle do you offer to the Eyes 
of a Man who adores you ?!————How glorious is the 
Fate of Suz a, and how deplorable is mine, who can- 
not obtain your hand, but by my Endeavours to ſave a 
Life, which, perhaps, may make mine for ever miſe- 
rable But, continued he, you are not to be re- 
ſiled——the Bleſſing you offer me, overſways all other 
Conſiderations I will try if it be poſſible to make 
you think me worthy of you Deccive not my hopes, 
and I will fly to accompliſh yours. | 

NO, my Lord, reply'd ſhe, giving him her hand, 
J call Heaven to witneſs the Sincerity of my Words. 
She had no ſooner ſpoke this, than Don BaLTHazan, 
tranſported with Love and Joy, Kiſſed her with the 
utmoſt Ardency ; and then departed, knowing there 
was no time to loſe in a juncture ſo preſſing. He 
was no ſooner gone, than ELVIXA, quite overcome 
with the Violence ſhe had done herſelf, fell into a Swoon 
in the Arms of LEoxoRr a; all the Siflerhood was called 
to her aſſiſtance, but tho' they uſed their utmoſt Endea- 
vours, it was near two hours before they cou'd bring her 
to herſelf. 

A violent Fever ſucceeded this Fainting, but fhe 
wou'd not ſuffer herſelf to be put to bed, tearing Don 
BALTHAZEZA R wou'd look on her Indiſpoſition as a Feint 
to elude the Promiſe ſhe had made to him: Don PE- 


DRO, Who was ſent for to ſee her, found her ſo * 
that 
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that he was alarmed, but heard what ſhe had done with 
a Joy, which was the greater, by its being ſo little ex- 
pected ; he gave a thouſand Praiſes to the Strength of 
her Reſolution, and begg'd, ſhe wou'd take care of 
herſelf, in order to perform her Promiſe. 

I ſha!l think little of my own Life, anſwered ſhe, till 
I am aſſured of that of Don SEBASTIAN. She then de- 
ſired nothing might be ſpoken of her Illneſs; and Don 
PEDRO finding her thus deſperate, was obliged to con- 
ſtrain her to take the Remedies neceſſary tor her Re- 
covery. 

LAMA, however, who in his Heart knew the In- 
nocence of Suz a, and who ſaw ELVIRA arrived at the 
Point he wiſhed, deferred not his Solicitations for this 
unhappy Rival. His Power was too conſiderable with 
the Council, for him, without difficulty, to ſave the 
Man, his Intereſt alone had brought fo near Deſtruc- 
tion. Every thing now changed face, other Colours 
were put upon his Actions they ſpoke no more 
of Rape or of Aſſaſſination, and the cruel Sentence of 
Death, which was juſt ready to be given, was conver- 
ted into an Order for ſetting SEBA*T1AN at liberty, on 
this Condition, that he ſhou'd be baniſhed to one of his 
own Lands in the Country. 

BUT this new Decree, at the Deſire of Lama, was 
kept ſecret, till after his Marriage with ELviRa DEZ A- 
RES was conſummated. To aſſure that beautiful Lady that 
ſhe had nothing to fear for the Life of SEBASTIAN, he 
obliged the Preſident of the Council to ſhew the Order 
to Donna CaTHERINA pe MENDOCE; but exacting a 
Promiſe from her to conceal the whole Matter till after 
the Nuptials of Don Bar Tuazar ve Lama. This Lady 
having been told ſhe owed the Life of her Son only to the 
Sacrifice the young ZUREs made of her hand, found it 

highly neceſſary to comply with their Injunctions, of ſpeak- 
ing nothing of the matter; and furthermore, of her own 
accord, defired Don SEBASTIAN might not be permit- 
ted to go out of Priton till the Ceremony was performed; 
Judging, that if ſo great a Misfortune as the entire Loſs of 
ELviga ſhou'd reach his Ears, he wou'd not be able 
to 
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to reſtrain himſelf from ſome Action or other, that might fo 
involve him in freſh Troubles. m 
T HIS laſt Proof, however, of ELVIRA's Tenderneſs OL 
for her Son, touched her in ſo lively a manner, that ſhe < 
ran immediately to her, thanking her in the moſt en 
dearing Terms, for the important Service ſhe had done ha 
her Family. This amiable Lady, who had been infor- wi 
med by Don BA LTHA ZAR of all that had paſſed concer- F. 
ning this Affair, and expected not to hear it from the en 
mouth of Donna CAT ERINADEMEN DOE, cou'd not de 
ſee her without a Grief too great to be expreſſed: they the 
embraced each other a thouſand times, Donna CArHE/ wh 
RINA Called her by no other name than her dear Daugh- | 
ter, her lovely Daughter; and ELVIxA burſting into a lon 
Torrent of ungovernable Tears, ſaid, ſhe had now no arr 
longer the Conſolation of hoping ever to call her Mo- anc 
ther. | Ma 
THINK not ſo, my dear Elvis a, reply'd Donna Da 
CAaTHERINA, Heaven is too juſt to deprive me always Nu 
of that Bleſſing: your Cares, your Sincerity, your Ge- whi 
neroſity, will find a Recompence when leaſt you hope ble 
it; and ſince you cannot be happy but with my Son, I trea 
depend upon it, you will one day be re-united. to t. 
ALAS! reſumed ELVIRA, it is no longer permitted of t! 
me even to wiſh it — a ſevere Duty oppoſes my moſt of J 
innocent Deſires. No, Madam, no, Madam, con- denc 
tinued ſhe, all that Exceſs of tender Paſſion, which from lutic 
my Infancy I was taught to cheriſh, muſt now, in a } ſhed 
moment, be extinct for ever. I live, and SUza Tl give 
lives; but we muſt meet no more, muſt love no more, proo 
and even to remember that Love, is now a Crime 1n I] 
me, which, tho' impoſſible to avoid, 1 muſt endea- than 
vour, hearc 


T HIS Reflection made the Tears pour down afreſh hic 
from both; but Donna CaTHerINnaA, whole aſſurance was 
of the Life of her dear Son ſomething moderated the I his ] 
Grief for the unhappy Cataſtrophe of his Love, con- him 
ſoled her the beſt ſhe was able. But finding that her I had f 
Preſence and Diſcourſe but ſerved the more to remind becon 
her of her Misfortune, roſe up to take leave, and ha- only 


ving embraced her for the laſt time, Adieu, wy dear 
L vI- 


1 
ELVIRA, faid ſhe, you are too worthy of a better Fate, 
for you not to hope it. I will not preſs you to a Re- 
membrance of us, I know your Virtue forbids it; but 
ours will never ſuffer us to forget you, and what you 
have done for us. 

I ſhall always think with pleaſure on the Marks you 
have given me of your Friendſhip, reply'd ELviga, 
whatever ] do on thoſe of Don SEBASTIAN: but all the 
Favours I have now permiſſion to implore of you, is to 
employ all your Power, your Eloquence, your Ten- 
derneis, for the Conſolation of that once dear Man, 
that he may be prevailed upon to preſerve a Life for 
which I have facrificed all the Peace of mine. 

WITH theſe Words they parted, unableito ſupport 
longer ſo melancholy a Converſation. Don BALTHAZAR 
arrived ſome moments after, accompanied by Don PE DRo, 
and ſeveral others of the firit Quality. The Articles of 
Marriage were drawn up and ſigned by both Parties that 
Day, and thoſe magnificent Preparations deſigned for the 
Nuptials of Don SEBAsT1 AN, ſerved for thoſe of Lama, 
which was celebrated the next Morning with al! imagina- 
ble Pomp. The ſorrowful ELVIRA quitted not her Re- 
treat, but to be conducted to the Altar, and from thence 
to the Palace of her Huſband. During the whole Courſe 
of this Ceremony, ſhe appeared the deplorable Victim 
of Love and Duty; her profound Melancholy plainly 
denoted the cruel Situation of her Soul: but her Reſo- 
lution in ſupporting this ſad Reverſe of Fate, without 
ſhedding one Tear, or ſpeaking one Word that cou'd 
give an Umbrage to him whole now ſhe was, was a 
proof of the moſt elevated Virtue and Fortitude. 

IN the mean time, Don SEBASTHIAN, who, for more 
than ten Days, in which all theſe things had happened, 
heard not the leait News, but by the Interrogatories 
which had been put to him, judged that his Death 
was certain, cou'd not conceive the Reaſon that both 
his Friends and Enemies ſeemed to have fo forgot 
him : in the whole Courle of his Impriſonment, he 
had felt no Inquietude but for ELVIRA, and what was 
become of her; but not doubting that her Flight was 
only to preſerve herſelf for him, he grieved not much 
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for being ignorant of her Retreat, ſince he imagined 
his Rival equally ſo, and that he wou'd not receive any 
advantage from the Sentence he ſhould cauſe to be 

ronounced againſt him. He admired ber Conſtancy, 
E Fidelity, her Reſolution, and ſpeaking to himielf, 
as tho' ſhe had been preient, thanked her a thouſand 
times in a day for the Proof ſhe gave him of her Ten- 
derneſs, and ſaid he was content to die, ſince he was 
certain, ſhe wou'd never give herielf to the Arms of 
another, 

B UT when the time was elapſed, in which he ex- 

ected they wou'd determine either for his Liberty or 
— he began to be agitated with more diſturbed 
Emotions; he thought it the utmoit Severity of Fate 
to ſend him from the World, without knowing ſome— 
thing of the Condition of ELviza: he tried all manner 
of ways to tempt the Guards to ſuffer a Valet de Chan 
bre, who was the only Perſon permitted to ſtay with 
him, to go out; but their Orders were ſo ſtrict, that 
nothing wou'd prevail; and when he aſked them any 
Queſtions concerning himſelf, or what they heard Peo- 
ple ſay concerning his Adventure and Confinement, 
they either anſwered not at all, or in ſuch a manner, 
that he cou'd make nothing of what they ſpoke ; and 
this Reſerve, which he eatily perceived was affected, 
making him imagine ſomething worſe than Death was 
intended for him, threw him into Agitations ſuch as 
ſtood in need of all his Courage to endure, without be- 
ing guilty of any Word or Action that cou'd be termed 
extravagant. 

HE was in this cruel Uncertainty and Suſpence, 
when, on the twentieth Night of his Impriſonment, 
and the firſt of the Marriage of ELvira, he heard his 
Chamber-Door open, and immediately iaw his Mother 
Donna CaTHERINA DE MEnpoce enter, preceded 
by a great number of Flambeaux, and ee by four 
of his neareſt Kindred. 

M Son, ſaid ſhe, giving him her hand, the King 
is made ſenſible of your Innocence, and is plealcd to re- 
ſtore you to your Liberty; follow me, and I will in- 


form you of the reſt in a Place leis dreadful, Suza, 
whom 
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whom the Diſcontents of his Mind wou'd not ſuffer to 
fleep, was not in bed, and required litt e Preparation to 
obey her; he made no other Reply than a low Bow, 
and with an Air which teſtified more of Surprize than 
Joy at this ſudden turn of Fate, went with her into her 
Coach, and the others accompanied them on horſe- 
back. But they had not gone far, before perceiving 
that they took a way which conducted them out of 
the Town; Where is it you carry me, Madam, {aid 
he? Am I to hear nothing of ELVI XA? Why is not 
Don PE:DRo with you? Do they know where we are 
going? Shall we ſind them at the Place to which you 
are conveying me? Don SEBASTIAN, reply'd his Mo- 
ther, you fall know all theſe things in time; but! 
cannot ſati:fy you entirely, till we are arrived at the 
Country-Seatof my Brother Don Le wis Br MexDoCE: 
it is there we are going; content your ſelf till then, 
with being informed that ELVIR A is well, at Lialon, 
and that it is to her alone you owe your Life. Impor- 
tant Reaſons, which you will ſoon be acquainted with, 
oblige you to leave tie City for ſome time. This is 
all I can tell you at preſent, but calm your Diſorders, 
give a Truce to Curioſity, and diiturb not the pleaſure 
feel in ſeeing you delivered from a Condition which 
had almoſt given me my Death. 

DON SenasT14aN, whom this Diſcourſe involved in 
new Perplexities, omitted nothing which he thought 
might oblige her to a more full Diſcovery of this Af- 
fair ; but her Reſolution was firm againſt all his Sollici- 
tations, Knowing too well his Temper, to truſt him 
with the dreadful Secret, till ſhe ſhou'd be aflured his 
Perſon was fecured in a Place whence he cou'd not 
well remove, to bring himſelf into a ſecond Trouble of 
the kind he was but juſt relieved from. As the Houſe 
of Don LEVIS was but a League from Lisbon, ſhe made 
choice of that for his Retreat, till his Affairs were re— 
gulated, and ſhe had brought him to ſubmit to his Ex- 
ile by the time prefixed, which was no more than four 
Days after the time of his Enlargement ; and that but 
on condition he ſhou'd not appear in Lisbon. 
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AS they went very ſwift, they ſoon arrived at the 
Houſe of Don LEWIS DE MEN DO CE, who, apprized of 
their Arrival, came out of his Gates to receive them 
with a numerous Company, all Suza's Kindred or near 
Friends. The firit Moments were paſſed in reciprocal 
Careſſes and Congratulations on this happy Change of 
his Sentence. After which, Don Lewis de MEN DOCE, 
who was a venerable old Nobleman, and greatly re- 
ſpected by Don SEBAsTIAN, as having had the care of 
him ſince the Death of his Father, made him and Don- 
na CATHERINA go with him into his Cloſet, and, after 
tenderly embracing him, Don SeBasT1aN, ſaid he, you 
have hitherto ſo well maintained the Honour of your 
Family, that I flatter my ſelf you never will ſwerve 
from it. One Action, which I cannot but call a brave 
one, has made you very near loſing your Life; now, 
one of Fortitude mult preſerve 1t.—  — have a 
terrible Blow to give you, but the more Pain it gives 
you, the more your Courage and Reſolution will be teſ- 
tified in ſupporting it. ELVIN a lives, but muſt be dead 
to you you mult think of her no more ihe 
has given away herſelf to ſave you in fine, ſhe Las 
exchanged Felicity for Miſery ; ſhe has renounced all 
that is dear to her, and embraced what is moit deteſta- 
ble to her; and, for the ſake of Suza, has yielded to be 
the Wife of Lama. 

I do not ſay you muſt altogether extinguiſh the ten- 
derneſs you have for her; I will not tell you that a Paſ- 
ſion, however it may appear laudable to the Mind that 
harbours it, is ſhameful and criminal, when it paſſes the 
Bounds preſcribed by Law ; that is the ordinary Lan- 
guage of Men of my Years to thoſe of yours: but I 
am of a different way of thinking, and ſhou'd tax you 
with Ingratitude, if you ſhou'd ceaſe to love ELVIRA 
after ſuch a Service IT wou'd have you love 
her, but with a Love dilcreet, reſpectful, and ſenſible 
of the Favour ſhe has done you._— But, above all, 
J wou'd have you obedient to her Commands, com- 
pliable to her Deſires, which join to enforce you to 
take care of a Life which has coit her ſo dear, and 


which you cannot throw away, without being ungrateful 
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to her, Then, added he, if after what I have ſaid can 
have any weight with you, I wou'd have you weigh 
the Shame of dying on a Scaffold, with the Grief of 
loſing a Miſtreſs ; and your Glory will certainly ſo far 
triumph over your Deſpair, as to prevent you from 
committing any Extravagance which may reduce you to 
that Fate. 

THESE laſt Words were 'carce intelligible to the 
unfortunate SEBASTIAN, an univerſal Shivering ran 
through all his Frame, a death-like Paleneſs ſpread itſelf 
over fi Face; and, in ſpite of all his Courage, he fell, 
without Senſe or Mction, into the Arms of Don LEWIS, 
WhO 9 his Countenance change, ran to him to 
ſupport him: he was immediately put into a Bed; but, 
in ſpite of all the Remedies they applied, he recovered 
not his Senſes in many Hours; and when he did, he 
made no other uſe of them, than to utter ſuch Lamen- 
tations as drew Tears from the Eyes of all who were 
Witneſſes of them. 

DONNA CarHERINA, his Mother, fat on the 
Bed-ſide, and, by a thouſand tender Careſſes and conſola- 
tory Diſcourſes, exhorted him to Patience, and a Reſig- 
nation to that which was evidently the divine Will: it 
was juſt Midnight when he came out of Priſon, and 
near nine in the Morning before they cou'd obtain from 
him one reaſonable Word, or, in the leaſt, be able to 
calm the furious Diſorders of his Soul ; in fine, all the 
Arguments that cou'd be urged to him, ſerved rather 
to augment than abate his Affliction, and he entreated 
he * be left alone: the Phyſicians themſelves, who 
were ſent for on the account of his fainting. finding him 
in a high Fever, forbid that he ſhou'd hold much Diſ- 
courſe. Every body, therefore, retired, leaving none 
with him but a Valet de Chambre named ALvaxez, 
who was the ſame that was with him in Priſon, and in 
whom he had an entire Confidence. 

WHEN he found himſelf at liberty to give a Looſe 
to his Paſſions, without Witneſſes ; Alva R EZ, ſaid he, 
in a Tone which denoted more Vigour than his preſent 
Condition ſeemed to permit, I am reſolved to die, but 
I wou'd do it in the preſence of ELviga ;mm— 
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muſt therefore go to Lisbon; if thy Love and Fidelity 
to me be equal to my Pretenſions, aſſiſt me with the 
Means. ALVAREZ, extremely ſurprized at this Deſign, 
ſaid every thing that Reaſon cou'd inſpire to diſſuade 
him; on which Don SEBASTIAN ſtarted from his Bed 
in the utmoſt Fury, and holding a Ponyard to his Breaſt, 
told him if he refuſed to give him willingly this Token 
of his Attachment, he wou'd make him obey him 
through Fear. ALvaREzZ then not doubting but he 
wou'd proceed to ſome deſperate Act, promiſed to do 
as he deſired. The Queſtion was then, how to get 
out of Don LEw1s's Houſe unperceived, and where to 

rocure Horſes with ſuch Privacy, that none of the 
Family might be informed of their Intention; but Al. 
VAREz being prevailed upon to come into his Maſter's 
Meaſures, undertook for the reſt ; and the part Don 
SEBASTIAN had to act was, only to counterfeit a Mi- 
tigation of thoſe Troubles which now raged with 
greater Violence than ever. The faithful ALvar ez ex- 
actly performed what was given to his Charge, and 
the deſire of ſeeing ELVIRA, and expiring at her feet, 
had more effect on SEBASTIAN, for the Recovery of 
his Health, than all the Remedies preſcribed to him by 
the Phyſicians. 

FINDING himſelf much better the next Day, he 
roſe, and having made ALVAR EZ dreſs him, he went 
to the Apartment of Donna CaTHERINA: Madam, ſaid 
he to her, I come to entreat your Pardon for the Weak- 
neſs. I have been guilty of before you, and hope, that 
as you know the Exceis of my Love, and how greatly 
I have loſt in loſing the incomparable ELVIRA, youwill 
think it merits ſome Excuſe. I own I am in Deſpair, 
but I have yet Fortitude to hear all the IIls that For- 
tune can inflict; therefore, come to learn from you 
what yet remains to be told of my Misfortune, and to 
know in what Faſhion I am now to proceed. 

YOU muſt live, my Son, anſwered ſhe haſtily, E- 
vIRa begs it of you, | command you, and Honour ob- 
liges you to do ſo. Then ſhe related all the Particu- 
lars that had paſſed ſince the Day bf his Combate with 
Don BALTHAZ AR, and the Conditions of his Life and 
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Liberty. He cou'd not hear this Recital without Ago- 
nies of Spirit, which it is utterly impoſſible to deſcribe. 
But he diſſembled them the belt he cou'd, in order to 
prevent any Suſpicion of the Reſolution he had taken, 
and told DonnaCaTWERINAa, that he was ready to obey 
in every thing that either herſelf or the Council ſhou'd 
ordain : ſhe then told him, that two Days were yet 
to come from the time prefixed ; that ſhe wou'd have him 
remain with Don LEWIS till the Expiration, and that 
as his Lands were far off, ſhe might peradventure ob- 
tain ſome Days to be added for the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
his Health before he took ſo long a Journey, He ap- 
peared entirely ſubmiſſive to every thing, and ſeemed 
{o little defirous of ever ſeeing ELvira or Lisbon any 
more, that neither this careful Mother nor Don Lew 1s 
had the leaſt Suſpicion of his deceiving them. They 
loſt all the Fears they had been in, of his enterprizing 
any thing againſt Don BaLTHAazZar, and thought of no- 
thing more than diverting his Melancholy while he re- 
mained with them ; and hoped, that afterwards Change 
of Place, and Variety of Objects would eraſe the un- 
happy part of his Adventures entirely out of his mind, 

PERCEIVING he was pretty well recovered, 
Donna CaTHERI1NA laboured not to gain more time; 
and the fourth Day being fixed for his Departure, a 
great number of his Kindred, Allies and Friends were 
preparing to accompany him ſome part of the way. 
But the Night before Alvarez having provided him- 
ſelf of two great Horſes, and a Key that wou'd open 
the Park-Gate, they went out, without any Noiſe, 
mounted their Horſes, and were in Lisbon ſome Hours 
before Day- break: they went to the Houſe of a Kinſ- 
man of ALVARE ZE, a Perſon in whom that faithful Do- 
meſtic knew he cou'd confide, and there Don Sr HAS“ 
TIAN lay concealed, while he endeavoured to ſpeak to 
LEONORA. 

THE Hour which Don SERBASHIAN had ſet for 
his Departure was no ſooner arrived, and all his Friends 
and Kindred at the Gate attending him, than Donna 
CAaTHERINA ſent to his Apartment, to tell him every 
thing was ready: but how great was her Aftoniſhment, 
when, inſtead of him, m brought her a Letter which 
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he had left on his Table, and directed to her; ſhe ope- 
ned it with the utmoſt precipitation, and found it con- 
tained theſe Words: 


To my moſt dear and honoured Mother Donna 
CATHERINA DE MENDOCE, 


«© Madam, 
« CINCE I am baniſhed Lisbon, it ought to be in- 
8 different to my Judges where I go, all Places are 


«« equal to an Exile: But I think my own Lands, to 
«« which you tell me they have confined me, are too 
«« near the Objects which torment me, ever to get 
« them from my Mind. I wou'd therefore at a great- 
<< er diſtance terminate a Life, which I could not pre- 
« ſerve in any part of Portugal, without being more 
« cruel to myſelf, than my worit of Enemies have been. 
« Pardon this enforced Diſobedience in | 


« Your unfortunate Son, 


SEBASTIAN DE LA SU7zA. 


DONNA CaTHERINA had no ſoorer read this Let- 
ter, than ſhe communicated it to her Brother Don Lt w- 
15, and the reit of their Kindred and Friends ; who hol- 
ding Council on what was beſt to be done in this Affair, 
they were all cf Opinion to conceal the Eſcape of Don 
S£EBASTIAN, becauſe if it ſhou'd be known he had done 
any thing clandeſtine, it wou'd raiſe Suſpicion of his 
Condut ; and even tho' he ſhou'd really deſign to leave 
the Kingdom, and be gone to Lisbon with that Intent, 
yet being found there, contrary to the Decree, he wou'd 
infallibty be arreſted a ſecond time; and if he had any o- 
ther leſs juſtifiable Deſign, yet (till it was beſt to leave 
him to his Fate, without intermeddling with it : but, 
at the ſame time, they all reſolved to make ſtrict Search 
for him, tho? with the utmoſt Privacy. They added 


alſo that Donna CaTHERiNa ſhou'd take a Journey - 
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the Lands of her Son, as tho' to comfort him in his Ba- 
niſhment, while the other Party of them went to Lis- 
bon, in order to diſcover if they cou'd hear any thing 
of him. 

THIS Advice was too prudent not to be followed ; 
the Mother of Suz a told all her Friends and Acquain- 
tance, that ſhe deſign'd in a ſhort time to viſit her Son, who 
was obliged for a time to live in his own Territories 
in the Country : accordingly ſhe departed for that place, 
with a Smile on her Face, but the utmoſt Anguiſh in 
her Heart. As for Don Lew 1s and the reſt, they went 
immediately to Lisbon, to begin their ſecret Inquiſi- 
tions. 

ALVAREZ, in the 'mean time, was endeavouring 
to meet LEONORA ; but having loitered a long time a- 
bout Don BAL THAZAR's Palace, without ſeeing any per- 
ſon of whom he durſt enquire for her, he was juſt be- 
ginning to deſpair, when he perceived her at the Lat- 
tice of a low Parlour-Window which jutted out to the 
Street. He made ſeveral Signs to her, which ſhe did 
not preſently obſerve, nor cou'd recolle& his Face; but 
advancing a little nearer, it was impoſſible for her not to 
know him : ſhe was not a little ſurprized at ſeeing him, 
but giving him to underſtand ſhe wou'd return again, 
left the Window; and ſome Moments after, he ſaw a 
Paper fall at his Feet, which taking up, he found con- 
tained theſe Words; Go, and expect me at the Cha- 
«« pel of St. URsuLa.” ALvaREz, who feared to be 
ſeen by any body that might know him, made what 
haſte he could away from that place to the Chapel ; 
where he had not been above half an hour before he ſaw 
LEeoxoRa appear, wrap'd up in her Vail: ſhe went in- 
to an obſcure part, where he followed, and kneeling down 
by her, related to her the full of his Commithon, and 
1323 in the moſt 28 Colours, the Exceſs of his 

aſter's Deſpair, and the firm Reſolution he had taken 
to die at the Feet of ELVIRA. 

DISCREET Lro NORA, continued he, Jam per- 
ſuaded that if he had an Interview with her, it might 
change this dreadful Deſign; I, therefore, conjure you 
to procure it The Danger to which he is ex- 
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oſed, by being in Lisbon, makes me tremble. 
here is no prevailing with him to leave it, without 
having ſeen her, and he is capable of hazarding any 
thing, if ſhe refuſes this Condeſcenſion. 

LEONOR A was extremely perplexed at this Re- 
queſt ; ſhe knew perfectly well that her Miſtreſs wou'd 
never conſent to what he defired : if it cou'd, therefore, 
be brought about, it muſt be without her knowledge, 
and that cou'd not be accompliſhed without extreme 
danger. She diſcovered all her Fears to ALVAR EZ, in 
order to oblige him to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to dii- 
ſuade his Maſter from this Enterprize. But he ſoon 
put an end to her Remonſtrances, by relating to her in 
what manner Don SEBASTIAN had compeiled him to 
join in it, and made her ſo well conceive the Deſpair 
in Which this Refuſal wou'd plunge him, that ſhe, at 
length, reſolved to ſatisfy him. She then told him, 
that Donna ELvisa, who had been a little indiſpoſed 
before her Marriage, but had concealed it, becaule ſhe 
wou'd not delay the Enlargement of Don 8EBASTHIAx, 
was now ſo extremely ill, that ſhe kept her Bed: and 
this it is, ſaid ſhe, that facilitates my doing what you 
require, becauſe Don BA LTHAZ AR lies in another A- 
partment, not to incommode her: I have, therefore, only 
to admit him in the Duſk of the Evening, at the Gar- 
den-Door ; but, continued ſhe, I wou'd have him wait 
with patience in a little Arbour covered with Jeſſamin, 
which he will find at the Entrance, till I find a proper 
moment to introduce him. 

ALVAREZ having obtained this Promiſe, quitted 
her with the higheſt Satisfaction, and ran to bear the 
News to Don Nr who expected his return 
with an unequal impatience. If he had been capable of 
Joy, the hope of this dear Interview wou'd have given 
it him; but the Motive which made him wiſh it, was 
too ſad to excite any pleaſing Emotions in his Soul. 
Sometimes abandoning himſelf wholly to his Tender- 
neſs, he conſidered ELV IRA as an Object before whom 
all Reſentments ought to ceaſe ; he remembered the 

Violence ſhe had done herſelf, the exalted proof ſhe had 
given of the moſt diſintereſted Affection, and the un- 
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happy Fate ſhe had ſubmitted to, for the Preſervation 
of his Life. But when he reflected that his Rival en- 
joyed all the Advantage of this Exceſs of Love, he grew 
uite ſerious, and ſaid ſuch things, as nothing but a 
Grief ſuch as his cou'd be capable of excuſing : he ima- 
gined nothing ſo wretched as himſelf; but had he been 
witneſs of the cruel Moments ELVIRA had paſſed ſince 
her Marriage, and the melancholy Reflections ſhe made 
on her Misfortune, ſhe would have found ſhe had a 
thouſand times more to complain of than himſelf. This 
charming Lady, who, while SEBASTIAN was in danger, 
cou'd think of nothing but the means to deliver him, 
no ſooner had, by giving her Hand to BaLTHazZaR, 
ſet him free, and eaſed her ſelf of the Fears ſhe was in 
on this account, than the State ſhe had entred into, pre- 
ſented itſelf to her Mind, in all its Horrours. The appre- 
henſion of ſeeing a Man die; who was dearer to her than 
Life, had made her blind to every thing that threatned 
herſelf, and in the Tranſports of her Grief and her De- 
ſpair, imagined ſhe cou'd, without much Difficulty, paſs 
her Days with one ſhe hated, for the Preſervation of 
one ſhe ſo much loved. But when the Danger was o- 
ver, and when ſhe knew he was living, and at liberty, 
the Action which had procured his Deliverance «ppear- 
ed in a different Light; ſhe looked on it now as 
criminal, and accuſed herſelf of Inconſtancy, and too 
great Precipitation ; began to imagine the Danger of 
SUZ A not ſo great as ſhe had believed it was, and that 
ſhe ought not to have violated the Promiſe ſhe had made 
to him, but on a greater Certainty, that nothing elle 
cou'd have redeemed him. She regarded Don BA LT HA“ 
ZAR DE LAMA only as the Contriver of her Misfortune, 
and her Tyrant; and fo dreadful were her Agitations, 
that ſhe ſtood in need of all her Courage to prevent her 

from yielding to the moſt terrible Deſpair. 
BUT if the Pangs ſhe laboured under were ever ſo 
great, her Virtue was yetgreater ; and tho', for a time, 
e ſeemed to be ſubmitted to their Force, Religion, 
Piety, and Duty aſſiſted her in the end to overcome 
them; and, as ſhe was the Wife of Lama, ſhe reſol- 
ved not only to uſe her utmoſt Efforts, to banith Ss s a s- 
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T1AN from her Heart, but alſo to love the Man to whom 
Fate had allotted her, and to forget, as much as poſſible, 
that any other had ever been dear to her. 

SUCH a Reſolution, however, cou'd not be made 
without the moſt cruel Conflicts of Mind, which join- 
ed to the weak Condition to which her Griefs had 
thrown her before Marriage, ſo ſeized on all her Spirits, 
that ſhe fell into a violent Fever the next day after that 
in which ſhe had given her Hand to BALTAZTAR. As 
he was yet in the firſt Tranſports her Poſſeſſion had af- 
forded him, and looked on himſelf as the Author of her 
Indiſpoſition, he neglected nothing for the Recovery 
of her Health, that cou'd be expected from the moſt 
tender Husband. 

THE extraordinary Care he took of her, on this Oc- 
caſion, touched her in the moſt ſenſible manner; and 
being determined to quit al! Ideas to his prejudice, ſhe 
teſtihed the utmoſt Gratitude to him, entreated him not 
to leave her Chamber, aſſuring him, that her IIIneſs 
was not conſiderable enough to oblige him to go into 
another Apartment, and that his Preſence contributed 
to her Cure : but he finding her much worſe than ſhe 
was willing to make ſhew of, and not doubting but the 
Conſtraint ſhe put upon herſelf added a double Force to 
her Diſtemper, refuſed her Demand, and came not into 
the Room, but at thoſe Hours when he knew he cou'd 
pot incommode her. | 

T H O' the high Virtue and Wiſdom of Donna Er v 1+ 
R A had made her act in this manner, ſhe cou'd not 
keep herſelf from finding a kind of Sweetneſs in the Li- 
berty of talking freely to her dear Leonor a : ſhe con- 
manded her never to ſpeak of Don SEBASTIAN to her, 
nor of thoſe Hopes ſhe had formerly entertained on his 
ſcore, but to let nothing eſcape that Don BALTHAZZ AR 

did to pleaſe her, and to entertain her continually with 
all that was valuable in him, in order to force her, as 
it were, to think of _— but him. Theſe Com- 
mands had been exactly performed by her Nurſe, who 
wiſhed nothing more than the Recovery of her Repoſe, 
and knew, that to love him was now the only means 
io obtain it. But the Arrival of Suz a, having brought 

to 
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to her Mind the firſt Felicities of her Miſtreſs, and made 
her compare them with her preſent Misfortunes, it was 
impoſſible for her all that Day to ſpeak one Word of 
BALTHAaZAR, or tell her Miſtreſs any of the Griefs 
he expreſs'd for her Indiſpoſition. 

THIS beautiful Lady having paſſed two Days and 
two Nights in continual Agitations, now found herſelf 
ſomewhat better, after two Hours of Sleep,*in which 
time Lama had come ſeveral times to the Chamber- 
Door to enquire of her Health. LEO NORA was all that 
time taken up with the Sight of ALvarxez, and the 
Meeting ſhe had given him at the Chapel of St. UrsuLs; 
and full of the Stratagem ſhe had formed in favour of 
DonStBA5sT1aN's Requeſt, thought not of informing her 
Miſtreſs, on her awaking, of the Complaiſance of La- 
MA 3 but the other Women did not fail to tell her, and 
ſhe ſent to let him know that ſhe was now in a condition 
to receive him. He came immediately, and ſtaid with 
her till Night was pretty far advanced, as did aiſo Don 
PEDRO, and ſeveral others ofthe ZuaR1anFamily; and 
this Company rende:ingthe Attendance of LEONORA un- 
neceſſary, ſhe had Opportunity of preparing every thing 
for the Reception of Su z 4. 

DONNA ELvika, who began to be fatigu'd with 
overmuch Diſcourſe, and the ſecret Emotions of ber 
own Mind, ſeemed fo extremely unquiet, that Lama 
perceiving it, obliged every body to retire, and, as it 
was pretty late, took leave of her himſelf, telling her, 
he hoped to find her in better Health next Morning. 
ELvir 4a made many Efforts to retain him, thinking her 
Duty obliged her to do ſo, that ſhe might be prevented 
from indulging any Thoughts of SEBASTIAN; whole I- 
mage, whenever it came into her Mind, gave a Shock 
to the Severity of her Virtue. 

BUT Lama, being forbid by the Phyſicians, wou'd 
not ſufter himſelf to be prevailed upon. As ſoon as he 
was goneout, LEONORA, who was full of diſturbed Ap- 
prehenſions, came to the Bed-ſide, and ſaid ſoftly ta 
ELvira, Don BALT HAZ AR muſt certainly now become 


very dear to you, Madam, that you cannot ſuffer him 
out of your fight one Moment. 
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ALAS! replied ſhe, wou'd to Heaven that he were 
ſo, I ſhou'd not then be in the Condition I am. 
But, LeoxoRa, is it for you to reproach a Conduct 
which you ought to be the firſt to preſcribe to me ? Is 
it for you to fupport me in the Precepts of my Duty, or 
to ſwerve from them? Juſt Heaven, continued ſhe, I 
am the only Perſon that knows what is due from me 
to BALTHAZAR |! Yes, LEeoNoRa, I perceive you 
ipeak of him, but with Regret, and cannot ſubmit to 
the Orders I have given you. Where were you, 
when he came ſo often this Afternoon to enquire of my 
Health ? Why did you not relate to me thoſe Marks of 
his Affection? In fine, why do you not aſſiſt the Efforts 
I am making to procure me a happy Life? 

LEONOR A, who had employ'd the time that Don 
Lama was with his Wife, in introducing Su z into a 
Cloſet adjoining to ELVIRA's Chamber, was too con- 
icious of the Treaſon ſhe was guilty of, and too much 
perplexed in what manner ſhe thou'd accompliſh what 
the had begun, to be able to make an immediate 0 
her Silence, the Bluſhes which in a Moment covered all 
her Face, and the Tremblings which were viſible in her 
whole Perſon, alarmed ELVIRA, already diſconcerted 
with many confus'd Idea's: What have you done, LEo- 
NOR a? Cry'd ſhe, What has happened ? I charge you 
to diſguiſe nothing from me. 

THEN this Woman, aſſuming a little more Cou- 
rage, I have great things to tell you, Madam, aniwe- 
red ſhe ; but permit me firſt to clear your Apartment of 
all your Women, and that I may be ſhut up alone with 
you the Occafion requires it In ſpeaking theſe 
Words without attending any Reply, ſhe went out of 
the Chamber, and having diſperſed all the Attendants, 
ſome one way, ſome another, and taken out the Keys of 
the Rooms, ſhe returned to her expecting and greatly 
ſurprized Lady. | 

HIS amiable Perſon knew not what to think of ſo 
odd a Behaviour in her Nurſe ; her Words, and her Pre- 
cautions, brought ſtrange things to ber Imagination; 
yet did ſhe not, in the leait, ſuſpect that Su z A was ſo 
near: LeoN0 RA had no ſooner re-entered, than falling on 
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her knees, Madam, faid ſhe to her, I know what I am 
about to tell you will excite your Indignation ; but if it 
be a Crime that I have committed, it is ſuch a Crime, 
as it was impoſlible to avoid, without having another 
Heart. — ALVAREZ, Madam, the faithful Ser- 
vant of Don SEBASTIAN, comes to inform you ſome- 
what concerning the Life of his Maſter He has 
an important Secret, which he will diſcloſe to none 
but yourſelf He, therefore, begs the honour 
of entertaining you for one Moment I own L 
was unable to deny my part of his Petition L 
have introduced him privately into your Palace 
He is in my Chamber, and waits till I bring him to 
vou. 

" GREAT God! cried out ELVIXA, AL vAREZ at 
Lisbon —ALVAREE ſhut up in my Apartment! im- 
pudent LRON ORA, to what have you expoſed me 

SHE was able to ſay no more, the very Name of 
that Confident of SEBASTIAN raiſed a Tumult in her 
Breaft, which, for a time, deprived her of the power 
of Speech. Lronoka, whoexpected nothing leſs, took 
this Opportunity to repreſent, that there was nothing 
to fear from this Viſit, that ſhe had conducted him in 
ſuch a faſhion, that it was impoſſible for any Perſon to 
have any knowledge of his coming ; in fine, ſhe talked 
with ſo much Appearance of Reaſon, that ELVIRA was 
at length perſwaded to ſee him. Let me riſe then, ſaid 
ſhe, for I fear I ſhall not be in a State of Tranquility e- 
nough to remain in bed, while this Man talks to me 
But, added ſhe, you muſt let him know his 
Stay muſt be very ſhort, and that he muſt not pretend 
to deliver me any Letter from his Maſter, for I am ab- 
folutely bent to receive none. In ſpeaking this, ſhe 
threw a Night-Gown over her Arms, and Patel her- 
ſelf in an eaſy Chair, in which ſhe could ſcarcely ſuſ- 
tain herſelf through Weakneſs, while LEO NORA left her 
to bring in the pretended ALVAREZ. 

DON SEBASTIAN had been for ſome time in a Si- 
tuation little better; he was admitted at the Hour ap- 
pointed, into the Arbour of ] amin, where he and 
ALVAREZ lay conr'+. 4 till LEONORA returned, and 
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conducted this unhappy Lover into her Chamber. Fain 
wou'd he have cxpreſſed his Gratitude to her for this 
Favour, but had neither Words nor Voice, and in his 
Looks and Motions appeared to her rather a Spectre 
than a living Man. In effect, The Thoughts that he 
cou'd now behold ELV IRA but by ſtealth, and that his 
moſt innocent Intentions wou'd now, if known, be 
look'd on as criminal, plunged him in Agitations, ſuch 
as there 15 no Poſſibility of deſcribing. 

WHEN he found himſelf alone in a Chamber ſo 
near that of ELVIRA, and conſidered he was in the Pa- 
lace of his Rival, his Rage awakened in ſuch a manner, 
that LEoxoR a had much ado to bring him to any de- 
gree of Calmneſs: he followed, however, where ſhe 
conducted him, and without ſcarce knowing what he 
was doing, or whither he went, entered the Apartment 
of the unhappy Wife of Lama, | 

BUT when he beheld her with herHandkerchief be- 

tere her Eyes, her Head ſupported by a Cuſhion, with- 
out any other Motion than what her Sighs occaſioned, 
he was pierced to the very bottom of his Soul, at a Spec- 
tacle for which he was wholly unprepared Love 
now regained its Empire over its Reſentments, and, 
inſtead of Reproaches, he threw himſelf at her feet, and 
embraced her Knees, without power to expreſs himſelf 
any otherwiſe than by Sighs and Groans. 

DONNA ErLvisa believing it was ALVAREZ, 
whoſe Reſpe& and Grief obliged to this Action, having 
fill the Handkerchiet before her Eyes, ALVAaREz, ſaid 
ſhe, the State in which you ſee me is ſufficient to clear 
me to your Maſter, of all Lightneſs or Inconſtancy — 
You may let him know how you have found me, if 
it will be any Conſolation to him; but ſay nothing to 
me of him, which may prejudice my Glory, for that 
already is too much injured by permitting your Ap- 
proach. | 

IT is not ALvAaREzZ who receives this Favour, re- 


ply'd Don SEBASTIAN; but the moſt unfortunate of 


Mankind, who defires no other Advantage by it, than 
to expire before your Eyes. 
WHERE 
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WHERE am 1! interrupted ELUVIR A, taking away 
the Handkerchief, that hindered her till then from ſee- 
ing him; What do I behold! Perfidious LE O- 
x ORA] preſumptuous Suza | She then attempted to 

uſh- him from her, and roſe, endeavouring to quit the- 
lace, which finding herſelf too weak to accompliſh ; 
Don SEBASTIAN, ſaid ſhe, fince I have been capable of 
ſacrificing all my Repoſe to your Safety, believe alſo 
that I am capable of ſacrificing my Life to my Glory 
You have, by this Action, affronted me beyond 
Forgiveneſs I expected other Marks of your Eſ- 
teem and Gratitude, Cruel ELvira, reply'd Suza, 
hindering her to remove, and whoſe Fury was rekindled 
at her Upbraidings; What Gratitude ovght I to pay 
you, you who have hindered the Blow prepared for me, 
only to give a deeper Wound your elf? — 
A Death inflicted by my Enemies was not enough to 
ſatisfy you————to content you, I muſt receive it from 
your own hand Ungrateful ZuaREs, why 
wou'd you not ſuffer me to die in Peace? Had I loſt 
my Head on a Scaffold, I ſhou'd have left the World in 
the ſweet Hope, that you were faithful to me? but you 
wou'd have me live to ſee you in the Arms of my Rival 
And when, in ſpite of my juſt Indigration, I 
riſque that Life for which, you ſay, you have ſacri- 
ficed your Repoſe, only for the Happinefs of bewailing 
my Misfortune for a Moment, and then dying at your 
teet. You ſee me but with Horror, you reproach me 
with affronting, with diſhonouring you. Well, Madam, 
continued he, lifting up his Eyes, I will prove my Gra- 
ticude, ſince you expect ſome illuſtrious Mark of it, I 
will render you back the Life you have ſaved, and wil- 
lingly ſacrifice it to the Happineſs of him you have pre- 
ferred before me. 

IN concluding theſe Words, he drew a Dagger, and 
had certainly plunged it in his Breaſt, with his whole 
Force, if the deſolate ELVIR A had not thrown herſelf 
upon him, and, aided by Leonor a, wreſted from his 
hands the fatal Steel; Love and Fear having now inſpi- 


red her with a Strength ſuperior to what her Condition 
ſeemed to promiſe. 
| DON 
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D ON SenasT1an vexed and aſhamed to find him- 
ſelf diſarmed, What mean you, Madam, by thus delay- 
ing my Fate? cry'd he, looking on her with the moſt 
pity-moving Air. Suza, reply'd ELviRa, all bathed 
in Tears, the State in which I ſee you diſſipates all my 
Fears : I am more touched with your Deſpair than your 
Reproaches ; the one calls to my remembrance the Hap- 
pineſs I have loſt, but the other I feel not becauſe I 
merit them not But, in fine, I will make 
yet one more Effort for you I will forget, for a 
Moment, what I am, and what 1 ought to be, to diſcover 
to you all my Heart: if you love me, Su z A, you will 
believe me; and in ſpite of the Exceſs of your Rage, I 
am aſſured you do me Juſtice in your Soul, and — 
not of my Innocence. However, ſince I muſt aſſure 
you of it myſelf, I yield to do ſo; but, in recompence 
for my Sincerity, which the Situation I am in renders 
criminal, I exact two things of you; the firſt is, that 
you will make no Attempt upon your Life, but take, 
on the contrary, the utmoſt Care to preſerve it : Ho- 
micide is an Action, of all other the moſt unworthy ei- 
ther of a brave Mind, or of a Man ſubmiſſive to the 
Decrees of divine Providence. The other is, to hear me 
without Interruption, and not to take any advantage from 
what I ſay, to entertain me with Diſcourſes of a Paſ- 
ſion, which, cou'd I now conſent to liſten to, I ſhou'd be 
unworthy of. On theſe Conditions, I will conceal 
from you nothing of my Soul; and regarding you in this 
laſt Interview as the deareſt thing to me in the World, 
lay open to you my moſt ſecret Thoughts. Anſwer me, 
Don SEBASTIAN, and promiſe to perform what I de- 
mand of you, 

ELVIRA, in ſpeaking thus, had a certain Air of 
Candour and Majeſty, which rendered her ſo beautiful, 
and awful at the ſame time, that the amorous Su za 
thought he had never before ſeen her accompanied with 
ſo many Graces ; he remained ſome Moments in filent 
Admiration, and his Fury utterly receding to his Love, 


he throw himſelf a ſecond time at her Feet I know, 
ſaid ' that I am unworthy of the Honour you do me 
— „alas! what Piety, what Reaſon can you ex- 


pect 
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ect from the Man who loves ELVIRA, and has for ever 
fot her ? I know, however, that my Reproaches 
are unjuſt, and that I ought to ſubmit in all things to 
the Will of Heaven and you Yes, Madam, added 
he, with a deep Sigh, I ſwear to perform exactly all 
you have enjoined me, and to leave to Time the Ter- 
mination of my Love, my Griet, and Life, which laſt, 
I now conſecrate afreſh to you. 

THEN ELvix a obliged him to fit down, and ha- 
ving a little recollected herſelf, DonStsasTrIan, ſaid 
ſhe, 'tis hard to bring my Virtue to the Confeſſion I am 
about to make you, but eaſy and pleaſing to my Inclina- 
tions My Heart has long been accuſtomed to love 
you, and my Tongue to tell you fo, and I am now conſcious 
of a guilty Pleaſure in being compelled by your De- 
ſpair, to repeat the ſweetelt Conceſhon———— But it is 
to ſave you a ſecond time, that I take this laſt Liberty. 

Know then, SUzA, you are as dear to me as in 
thoſe happy Moments when firſt it was permitted me 
to give you Proofs of it; and I call Heaven to witneſs, 
that if my Life cou'd have been accepted as a Ranſom 
for yours, I wou'd gladly have reſigned it, rather than 
my Hand to any but yourſelf. 

I will tell you yet farther, that it was I myſelf that 
preſſed BALTHAZAR to this Marriage; cach Inſtant that 
it was delayed, was a Continuation of your Impriſon- 
ment, and the more I advanced my own Misfortune, 
the nearer you were to your Deliverance. —In 
fine, I entirely forgot my ſelf, to think only on you —— 
The Effect has proved I did—1 ſacrifice my All for: 
your Preſervation——Al! Lisbon knows this Truth, and 
I think you cannot be ignorant of it. 

CAN you then doubt the cruel Situation of my 
Heart ? the Condition I am in, may convince you of it, 
— But as you cannot know my laſt Reſolutions, 
without I inform you, know that the more dear you 
are to me, the more I now endeavour to bauiſh you 
from my Memory, my Repoſe, my Glory; my Duty 
preſcribes this Law to me I do noc tell you, I have 
power to fulfil it, that is a Secret I rcſerve to myſelf—— 
only think that I muſt do it, and that 1 ſhould render 
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myſelf unworthy of your Eſteem, if I did not endeavour 
it with all my Strength.» - It is not permitted 


me to {ee you, or to hear you any more; and you can- 
not conſtrain me to think of you without diſhonouring 
me If you love me, my Glory will be pre- 
cious to you you will not ſeek to blemiſh it by 
unavailing Temptations, but by a firm Reſolution to fly 
my Preſence, give me liberty to follow the Dictates of 
my Reaſon All the Efforts you henceforth 
make, to overcome your Paſſion, will be ſo many 
Proofs, that you have loved me with the moſt perfect 
one, as all the Cares I take to forget you will be Teſti- 
monies of my Virtue Live, my dear SgBASTIAN, 
to give me this Conſolation in my Misfortunes, that I 
have ſaved you from Death Preſerve that Life, I 
charge you, which has coſt me too much for you to 
expoſe to the Dangers you muſt meet in this Place 
Abandon it for ever, or return not till the unfortunate 
ELVIAA is no more. Then I will permit you to think 
of me, and to flatter your Tenderneſs with all that can 
aſſure you of mine, as a Conſolation for my Loſs 
Go, continued ſhe, burſting into Tears, leave me this 
Inftant, and diſſipate the mortal Fears I am in, while 
you remain in Lisbon Make me no Reply I will 
tell myſelf all you wou'd ſay to me I know all that 
you think——and wou'd have you read my Heart, as I 
do yours Exact from me no more, and for the laſt 
Mark of the Power I have over you, obey me. 

HERE the diſconſolate ELVIRA ceaſed to ſpeak, and 
Don SEBASTIAN, full of Love, of Admiration, and 
Grief, lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, then fell upon his 
Knees, and taking her Hand, which ſhe had ftretched 
out to raiſe him, put it tohis Mouth, and, while he kiſ- 
ſed it with the utmoſt Ardency, bathed it in a Torrent 
of Tears. They remained ſome time in this Poſture ; 
but the virtuous ELvisa ſummoning, all her Courage to 
her Aid, made a Sign to LEoNoRa, which Su ra per- 
ceiving, he roſe up, and having, in bowing to her, re- 
gar her with a Look which pierced her Soul, followed: 

is Conductreſs, without tranſgreſſing the Orders he 
had received by one ſingle Word. Leong K A, who you 
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little leſs touched at this melancholy Scene than the Per- 
ſons concerned in it, had the good Fortune to fee him 
out of the Gates of Lama's Palace, without any Acci- 
dent. 

HE returned to the Kinſman of ALvarez, who was 
greatly diſquieted at his long Stay; but he appeared ſo 
changed, and with ſomething ſo deplorable in his Coun- 
tenance, that he hardly durſt teſtify the Joy he had for 
his ſafe return: ALvaRez himſelf, fearing ſome fatal 
Event, preſerved a profound Silence, while SEBASTI AN 
walked up and down the Room with Eyes caſt down, 
and Arms a-croſs for the beſt part of the Night. 

AT laſt, changing his Poſition of Body, and percei- 
ving ALVAREZ near him, Tis done, ſaid he to him, as 
if he had known what had paſs'd between him and E- 
VIRA 3 ſheWill have it ſo, and I muſt obey her 
Yes, ALVAREZ, continued he, in a kind of Tranſport, 
I will live, not to forget her, but to adore her, to admire 
and reſpect her till my laſt Breath. 

THE faithful Confidant, charmed with this Reſolu- 
tion, and eaſily gueſſing what had occaſioned it; Well 
then, my Lord, ſaid he, we muſt quit Lisbon, and re- 
tire to a Place where you may be ſheltered from thoſe 
Dangers which wou'd force you to fail in what the ex- 
cellent ELVIRA has exacted from you. 

M dear ALVAREZ, reply'd he, do with me what 
thou wilt————] am ignorant what I am, what I 
ſay, and to what way I ſhou'd direct my Steps 
I abandon myſelf wholly to thee —] will live, I 
have promiſed it; but demand no more of me. 

ALVARE Z waited not to repeat his Remonſtrance, 
but, on the Inſtant, went out of the Room, and pre- 
pared for their Departure; which, when done, he re- 
turned, and made his Maſter get on horſe-back, as did 
alſo himſelf and Kinſman, all diſguiſed and well armed. 
SEBASTIAN ſuffered them to do in every thing as they 

leaſed, without informing himſelf; they went out of 
own, and, by Morning, arrived at a little Town, 

where ALVAREZ took leave of his Kinſman, and, after 
a ſhort Repoſe, partes with his Maſter, for the Terri- 
tory to Which his Sentence ſent him, —_— Donna 
ATHE- 
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CaTHERINA De MENDoOCE arrived not till three Days 
after, little hoping to find there any Object ſo conſole- 
ing. 

5 LVIR A in the mean time no ſooner found Don 
SEBASTIAN Was out of danger, than ſhe felt herſelf 
much eaſed in having made him this Diſcovery of her 
Heart : ſhethought ſhe could do no leſs for a Man whom 
ſhe ſo long had looked upon as deſtined to be her 
Huſband ; and therefore pardoned Leonor A, on condi- 
tion ſhe would never be guilty of the like Fault. 

S HE paſled the greateſt Part of the 3 * in talking 
on him, but far from diminiſhing the Reſolution ſhe 
had taken to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love Lama, 
this Converſation rather ſtrengthned it: ſhe conſide- 
red the having ſeen and ſpoke to SEBASTIAN, as an 
Injury to her Huſband, which ſhe cou'd not attone 
for, but by the utmoſt Tenderneſs, which ſhe made a 
ſolemn Vow before Leonor a always to behave with 
towards him. But the various Agitations of her Mind 
this Night had been fo violent, that this Woman en- 
treated her to go to Bed; and being prevailed upon to 
do ſo, fell into a Sleep more ſerene and ſweet than ſhe 
had enjoy d for a long time. 

THE Day was pretty far advanced when LEO NORA 
judged it proper to wake her; to inform her, that Don 
Lama had been ſeveral times at her Apartment; and 
that ſhe heard by ſome of his Attendants, that he had 
received News from Court; on which ELviga finding 
herſelf much better, ſent to let him know it, and that 
ſhe wiſhed to ſee him. 

HER Meſſage immediately brought him, and he 
communicated to her the Orders he had received, 
which were to depart with all Expedition to take 
pen of the Vice-Royalty of the Indies, the Fleet 

ing ready to ſail for Goa ; adding, that he wou'd 
not ask her to follow him till her Health was entirely 
eſtabliſhed, and ſhe might then join him. Theſe Words 
were accompanied with a certain Air of Indifference, 
at which ELVIR a was alarmed : ſhe anſwered however 
with the greateſt Sweetneſe, and conjured him to 
permit her to go with him ; told him, ſhe found her- 
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ſelf in a Condition to undertake that Voyage ; and that 
ſhe doubted not, but his Preſence and the Change of 
Air would in a ſhort time perfectly reſtore her. 

BUT Don BALT HAHA R dwelling always on the Sub- 
ject of her Indiſpoſition, refuſed her Entreaty, and quit- 
ted the Chamber in a ſhort time; ſaying, he muſt give 
Orders for the neceſſary Preparations for his Departure. 
This manner of proceeding extremely ſurprized ELVIKA; 
and as ſhe was certain he cou'd have no knowledge of 
her Interview with Suza, knew not to what Cauſe to 
aſcribe it. LEONVORA, who hated Lamawith a perfe&t 
Hatred, was the firit that penetrated into the Motive. 
Don BaLTHAZAR, ſaid ſheto her, became your Spouſe 
in hope of raiſing his Fortune; your great Eſtate had 
more Weight with him than your Beauty; ard the 
Vice-Royalty of the Indies, which ought to have been 
the Recompences of the Services of your Family, and, 
was, doubtleſs, given him in favour of your Marriage, 
being the full Accompliſhment of his Aim, Love has 
the leaſt Place in his Remembrance, and Ambition re- 
ſumes its wonted Empire in his Soul. 

T HIS Reaſoning appeared but too juſt to ELVIRA, 
but not willing to give longer Attention to it, No mat- 
ter, interrupted ſhe, with a Sigh, whether he loves me 
or not, I ſhall do my Duty. While this beautiful Lady 
was forming theſe noble Deſigns, Don BALTHAZAR, 
burning with Impatience to ſee himſelf in his Govern- 
ment, was Wholly taken up with the Magnificences 
which his new Grandeur exacted. All L:;bsn came to 
make their Complements, and congratulate kim ; where- 
ever he came, his preſence made a Court : and his Pride 
had now ſo much to feed upon, that it is not to be won- 
dered at, that it became, in a ſhort time, overgrown. 
ELVIRA was alſo paid the Homage; but that Lady, 
without having the Ambition of her Huſband, received 
it with more Pignity. 

LEONO RA, in effect, had unmaſked the Character 
of Don LAMA; the Difficulties he found in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of ELYIRA had joined ſomething like Love to his 
ambitious Deſires; but when he was Maſter of all he 
wiſhed, his Wife became no more ſo amiable in his Eyes, 


all 
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all the Luſtre of her Charms were loſt in thoſe of his 
new Grandeur : he looked on it as a Confinement to be 
with her, and cou'd not think of taking with him a 
Companion, before whom he muſt be obliged to wear a 
Gravity little conformable to thoſe Pleaſures of which his 
Youth and Inclinations rendered him but too ſuſceptible. 

THE profound Melancholy and Indiſpoſition of E- 
VI1R A perſuading him, that ſhe had ſtill a tender Remem- 
brance of Don SEBASTIAN, he thought himſelf not ob- 
liged to regard her with any thing more than Indiffe- 
rence ; and beginning to grow weary of his firſt Aſſi- 
duities, and thinking only how to ſecure his Honour, 
while abſent from her, reſolved to enjoy all the Advan- 
tages of his Marriage, without partaking them with 
her from whom he received them. As he had theſe 
Deſigns, it was impoſlible for the beautiful E.vis a to 
oblige him to let her accompany him; tho' her Duty 
and her Virtue made uſe of the ſame Efforts for that 
. as the fondeſt Paſſion would have done, neg- 

cting neither Prayers nor Tears to move him. 

BUT Don BAT THAZAR was inflexible; and now 
beginning to make her ſenſible of the Power he had 
over her, he commanded her to retire to a Caſtle he 
had ſome Miles diſtant from Lisbon, where he placed a- 
bout her Duenna's and Servants, who were all his Crea- 
tures, and ſo many Spies upon her Actions; of all the 
Women who had before attended her, leaving only LE O- 
NoRA. Donna ELVIR A was touched to the very Soul at 
this Proceeding, but firm in her Duty, ſhe ſubmitted to 
her Deſtiny, without ſhewing any token of Reſent- 
ment, and without making any Reproaches on her un- 
juſt Spouſe, who obliged her to depart three Days before 
him; and when ſhe was retired, and ſhut up in her 
Caſtle, he embarked with a Mind full of Pride, Oſten- 
tation, and Vanity. 

HE arrived at Goa, and took poſſeſſion of his Go- 
vernment, where he began to exerciſe his Authority, 
with a Haughtineſs which made him rather feared than 
loved. But now it was, that he was to experience the 
utmoſt Power of Paſſion, which till then he had only 
thought of as the means by which he might N 

. other 


other more darling Views: Ambitious as he was, he 
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learned in Goa, that there are Defires which Grandeur 
cannot ſatisfy. He had not long been in Poſſeſſion of 
his Vice Royalty, before a Brother and Siſter of the King 
of Achon retired themſelves to that Face, to avoid ſome 
Troubles which were at that time in their Country, 
and entreated the King of Portugal's Protection; which 
Don Lama the more readily vouchſafed them, as the 
young Princeſs of Achon appeared to him even at the firſt 
fight, the moſt dazling Beauty of the Earth. This In- 
dian, whole Charms were accompanied with the moſt 
engaging Air, mace BALTHAZAR hs, that all that he 
had imagined he knew of Love before he ſaw her, was 
infinitely ſhort of what that Paſlion really inſpires. 

HIS Paſſion, no leſs violent than ſudden, was not 
long concealed from that fair Object; and as he was 
young, handſome, well made, accompliſhed, and bold, 
and tne Princeſs of Achon neither blind nor inſenſible of 
Merit, ſhe attended not much Formalities, to make a 
ſuitable Return ; and both abandoning themſelves, with- 
out Reſerve to the Ardour of their Love, took no care 
to keep it a Secret from the World. 

THE Princeſs finding herſelf beloved with the ut- 
moſt Exceis of Tenderneſs, thought of nothing but be- 
coming a Chriſtian, and eſpouſing the Viceroy, and 
flattered herſelf a long time with this pleaſing Hope, no 
Perſon daring to acquaint her, that he was engaged to 
another. But when in the Tranſports of her pt ſhe 
preſſed him to compleat her Happineſs, he was obliged 
to let her know the fatal Impediment which Heaven 


had placed to their mutual Satisfaction. At this News, 


the Princeſs of Achon fell into ſo violent a Deſpair, that 
the perjured Don BaLTHAZAR, infatuated with his Paſ- 
ſion, promiſed to neglect inp r might break an 
rr ſo contrary to that he wiſhed to form. 

E Indian, violent by nature, and rendered much 
more ſo by her Jealouſy, propoſed to him the blackeſt 
Expedients to obtain her Deſires ; but whether he had!yet 
too much Remains of Honour to comply with her, or 
whether it were, that he could find no proper and ſafe 
Opportunity to do it, he put heroff, by demandingTime, 
and ſwearing to her an eternal and inviolable Affection. 
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WHILE theſe things paſſed at Goa, to the great 
Diſſatisfaction of all the Portuguexe that had followed 
Don BaALTHAZAR, the unhappyEL v1 a paſſed her Days 
in the moſt dreadful Solitude; having no Conſolation 
but at the Altars of the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all things, 
to whom inceſſantly ſhe poured forth her Complaints. 
Don Lama had, for ſome time after his departure, 
wrote regularly to her; and, in ſpite of the coldnels 
of his Letters, ſhe had always anſwered them with the 
utmoſt Tenderneſs and Entreaties of being permitted 
to come to him: but having at laſt entirely ccaſed 
{ending any Letters to her, tho* ſhe took all occaſion; 
of writing to him, ſhe began to be fincerely alarmed 
at ſo cruel and obſtinate Silence. She thought it her 
Duty not to be eaſy while ignorant of what her Hus- 
band was doing, or what had happened to him. He 
had given ſuch ſtrict Orders to let her be ſeen by no 
Perſon whatſoever, that the Entrance into the Caſtle 
was refuſed even to her neareſt Kindred ; ſo that ſhe 
cou'd not have the Knowledge of any thing, either 
concerning him, or what was doing in the World. 
Her Bounty, however, Sweetneſs, and Generoſity had 
gain'd her the Eſteem and Affection of all thoſe he had 
placed about her. They thought it the utmoſt Cru- 
elty, to force a Lady ſo young and beautiful, to live in 
a manner ſo little conformable to her Rank and Vir- 
tue; and willing, as much as poſſible to make their 
Duty to their Lord agree with the Zeal they had to 
ſerve her, they neglected nothing in their power that 
might ſerve to diſſipate her Griefs, and render her 
Confinement leſs irkſome. They made little kind of 
Balls among themſelves; they ſung ; they plaid on In- 
ſtruments ; they brought all the News they could hear; 
and one among them who was the moit particularly 
attached to her, and in whom LRONORA had great 
confidence, being told by ſome Perſons, that came from 
Lisbon, that the Report ran there of the Vice-Roy of 
the Indies, hojog going to be married to a great Prin- 
ceſs, was ſo highly concerned at it, that he immedi- 


ately acquainted LE ONORA with it. 
"THINGS which paſled at great diſtance and thro' 
many Mouths, diminiſh or augment according to the 
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Humours of the different Perſons who relate them: 
and thus the Amours of Lama being arrived at Lisbon, 
had roſe to this form, by the time the News had reach'd 
the Borough where ſtood the Calile. 

A Domeltick of Don BauTHazar judging by Ap- 
pearances, doubted not of the 'I'ruth ot this Report, 
by the little Care he took of writing to ELVIR A, and 
now diſcontinuing to give any Charge about her; and as 
ſhe was extreamly grieved at it, told LEeonoR a, that if 
Donna Elvira had any meaſures to take, he would 
willingly run the riſque of his Life to do her Service. 

LEONOR 4 thanked him in her Miſtreſs's Name, 
and exhorted him to perſiſt in his good Intentions ; and 
then went to inform Donna ELvik a of the News, ho- 
ping it wou'd eaſe her of thoſe Inquietudes ſhe was in 
for the Fate ofa Huſband who merited ſo little from her. 

BUT this News produced an Effe& very different 
from what ſhe expected. ELvira liſtned to her with 
Attention, and when ſhe was beginning to aggravate 
the Crime of Lama, Hold LEeoxoRa, ſaid ſhe, I lee 
farther into this Adventure than you think.-—I know 
very well, that Don BaLTHaz AR durſt not break thro' 
thoſe Ties that bind him to me neither his Glory 
nor his Intereſt will permit it therefore am I not 
alarmed at this Report. It is my Duty, however, not 
to appear indifferent when ſuch things are ſaid ; but to 
go and ſhew my Huſband the Intereſt I have in him. 

Yes, continued ſhe, I will leave this Place, I will 
depart for Goa, and neglect nothing that may recall the 
Tenderneſs of this forgetful Huſband. 

WHAT! Madam, interrupted Leonor a, with the 
utmoſt Aftoniſhment, when he loves you not, when 
he abandons you, when all his Cares are to pleaſe a 
Rival, will you go in ſearch of him ? 

WELL, LEONORA, reply'd ſhe, in a majeſtick 
Tone, If he loves me not, my Duty commands me 
to do every thing which may oblige him to do ſo. 
We ought to deſpiſe a Lover who betrays us ; but we 
mult try all Methods. to reclaim a Huſband who is un- 
faithful. Then, without liſtning to any thing further 
the Nurſe would have ſaid to her, commanded her to 
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bring that Perſon to her, who had ſo readily proffer d 
his Service, This Man was called the Intendant of the 
Caſtle, and all theother Domeſtics were ſubmitted to him. 

LEONORA durſt not reply, but went immediately 
and conducted FEL1x, for that was his Name, into her 
Miſtreſs's Cloſet. Donna ELVIXR a made him repeat all 
he had told the Nurſe; and finding nothing which did 
not preſs her to the Execution of her Deſign, ſhe com- 
municated it to him, after he had ſworn to her an in- 
violable Fidelity and Obedience. 

T O encourage him, ſhe preſented him with a Dia- 
mond of great value, and entreated he wou'd aſſiſt her 
in going out of the Caſtle, and embarking for Goa, or- 
dering LeoNoRa to furniſh him with what Money 
was neceſſary for rendring her Departure ſecret and 
expeditious. This Man animated by her Generoſity, and 
naturally inclined to ſerve her, promiſed to conduct her 
on the ſecond Night to Liſbon, where ſhe might take 
ſhipping for Goa. 

J © be able to fulfil his Word, he aſſembled together 
the next day all the Domeſticks of the Caſtle, and told 
them, as a great Secret, that the Vice-Roy had ſent a 
preciſe Order to convey ELvira privately to a Con- 
vent, which he named to them; and that he deſired all 
of them might ſeem ignorant of her Retreat, and to let 
eight Days paſs over without mY any thing of her; 
but at the Expiration of that time, he commanded they 
ſhould give it out, that ſhe was gone to Goa, in order to 
join him, to the end, ſaid FEL1x, that none of her 
Friends or Kindred may ſearch after her: he added al- 
ſo, that as a Recompence for their Fidelity, the Vice- 
Roy had ordered him to make each of them a Preſent 
of thirty Piſtoles. There needed no more to gain theſe 
People; they indeed lamented the Fate of ELVIAA, 
but the Luſtre of the Gold blinded their Eyes to every 
thing beſide, and they examined no farther, but left 
FELIx to conduct the matter as he pleaſed. 

THUS on the ſecond Night, having nothing to 2 

ſe him, he took the ſame Equipage which had brought 
3 & A to the Caſtle, to conduct her to Liſbon, he him- 


ſelf ſerving for Coachman. As they reſted in the Pe 
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and travelled only by Night, they met with no Perſon 


by whom they were known. At their Arrival in 
Lisbon, the Intendant placed ELVIXN A and LEoxoRra 
at the Houſe of a Kinſman of his, where they remained 
in all the privacy they cou'd wiſh, till they were in- 


formed a Ship was ready to fail for the Indies. As ſoon 
as they were on board, ELVIR A made herſelf known to 
the Captain, and told him ſhe had a deſire to go In. 
cognito to her Huſband, to add a pleaſing Surprize to her 
coming; on which he treated her with all the Ho- 
nours due to her high Quality, and particular Merit, 
WHILE all the Actions of ELVIRA were thus 
guided by Duty, Love had the ſole Command over 
thoſe of the enamoured Don SEBASTIAN DE SU ZA. 1 
have already ſaid, that he arrived at his Lands three 
days before Donna CaTHERINA his Mother. Tis eaſy 
to judge of her Surprize and Joy, at finding him in a 
Place where ſhe ſo little expected him: He could not 
diſpenſe giving her an Account of what he had been 
doing. She blamed his Temerity, ſhe lamented his 
Fate, and neglected — to moderate his Grief. 
BUT in ſpite of her Efforts, and thoſe of all his 
Friends, he fell into ſo deep a Melancholy, as made 
them all fearful it wou'd in time be fatal to him: he 
ſpoke not but with Pain, his Slumbers were broken 
and diſturbed, and his Countenance ſo altered, he was 
hardly to be known. His Griefs ſeemed to have in- 
volved him in a kind of Stupidity or Lethargy of 
Soul, when the News of the Amours of Don Ae 
THAZAR, and the Departure of ELVIRA for Goa, on à 
ſudden reached his Ears, and rouzed him afreſh to 
Rage and Hatred againſt that unworthy Poſſeſſor of the 
beſt of Women. He heard in what manner he had 
ſhut her up at his Departure to the Indies, and was then 
a thouſand times on the point of going after him to 
revenge her Wrongs; but the Remonſtrances of his 
Mother kept him from it. She continually repreſented 
to him, that by ſuch an Act he muſt loſe ELVIRA for 
ever, that no Gratitude for Good done to herſelf, no In- 
clination, could be ſtrong enough to abſolve the Guilt 


of marrying the Murderer of her Huſband ; and that 
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if Heaven ſhou'd be pleaſed to terminate the Days of 
Lama, there would be then no Obſtacle to his Hap- 
pineſs: with theſe kind of Diſcourſes ſhe ſtopped the 
Effects of his Fury for ſome time; but when he was 
told the Inconſtancy of his Rival, and that ELVIRA 
was departed for Goa, it was impoſſible to find any 
Arguments of force to overcome the Violence of his 
Deſires to follow her. 

H E imagined a Man capable of being falſe to a 
Woman, ſo truly worthy of all his Tendernefs, might 
become guilty of the moſt terrible and baſe Deſigns a- 
gainſt her; his paſſionate Affection filling him with fore- 
bodings of ſomething fatal to ELvira, which all his 
Reaſon cou'd not vanquiſh; and repreſenting to him 
how little ſecurity there cou'd be for her in a Palace 
and Country ſo entirely ſubmitted to the Will of a Man, 
who no longer loved her, and looked on her Lite as 
the only Impediment to his Deſi res, he was not able to 
take any Repoſe till he had brought Donna CaTHEtriINA 
to conſent to his Departure for Goa. 

SUCH a Propoſal cou'd not but be dreadful to this 
tender Mother; and not believing it poſſible he ſhou'd 
eſcape the Vengeance of his Rival, in following his Wite 
to a Place where he had abſolute Command, ſhe employ'd 
all her Power to diſſuade him from ſo dangerous an 
Enterprize. 

BUT Suza, Night and Day tormented with the 
moſt terrible Ideas, cou'd not be prevailed upon. Fear 
nothing for me, Madam, faid he, I ſhall undertake 
nothing againſt the Life of Don BALYHAZAR, 1 will 
only guard that of my dear ELVYIRA from any Attempt 
of her unworthy Huſband, by being a cloſe and ſecret 
Spy on all his Actions: I will alſo diſguiſe myſelf in 
ſuch a manner, as to render it impoſiible for me to 
be known, and by that means not infringe the Orders 

iven me in the laſt Converiation I had with that ex- 
cellent Woman, ———L[ even will make no Effort to 
ſee her; and if I ſhould do ſo by any Accident, ſhe 
never ſhall imagine it 15 SEBASTIAN beholds her. Thus, 

without riſquing my own Life, I put myielf in a 
Condition to defend that of her — This adorab'c 
Object, 
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ject, continued he, never offers it ſelf i 
either ſleeping or waking, but with a 1 hoe 
Breaſt, or a Bowl of Poiſon in her Hand 
fine, Madam, added he, embracing her Knees, it is to 
bid me die, to oppole my Departure. ——1 wou'd do no- 
thing without communicating it to you, tho' I might 
have eſcaped a ſecond time without your being er 
diſcover which way I ſteer'd my Courſe; but your Cook 
nels to me, my Reſpects, my Duty, and the Diſquiets 
you wou'd ſuffer in ſuch a Caſe, force me to 1 J 0 
this Confidence, and my very doing ſo may aſſure os, 
that I am fo far from going in ſearch of Dangers that I 
will avoid them with the utmoſt care; and when 0 
ſee me again, I dare believe you will ſee me, if on 
more happy, yet, at leaſt, more eaſy. 1 
DON N ACAaTHERINA was a long time before ſhe 
cou'd reſolve; but ſeeing that he really died daily be 
fore her Eyes, ſhe at laſt conſented to his goin 7 bi 
lieving, that if he took the Precautions he had oi 
her, he ran no very great hazard, eſpecially as Lam 
— not —_ the leaſt Suſpicion of his venturing 10 
is know: Foo at indeed he could arrive there without 
ER yielding to his Defires was 
of Joy, the unfortunate Cris las ken N 


long time, it ſhewed it ſelf in every Look and Action; 


and Donna CATH ERINA took it for a h 

what ſhould happen to him; their A 1 * 
termixture of Hope, Grief and Fear: ſhe recomm 5 
ded the Care of him to the faithful ALVARE Z ee 
{wore never to abandon him in whatever Exi ns Kh 
Fate ſhould throw him; and having left the Count ; 
he returned with this Confidant ſecretly to Lido, 
where he embarked fifteen Days after ELVIRA had he 
ken Shipping, it being the Seaſon of the Year whea 
Veſſels went frequently out for the Indies; where let - 


leave him in purſui 
7 2 purſuit of his Hopes, and ſee what became 


THAT beautiful Lady, after a V 
Months, arrived ſafely at — n 
the Palace of the Viceroy, ſhe no ſooner appear'd chan 
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ner Name ran through all Parts of the City, by the 
Joy which her Sight inſpired in thoſe who had followed 
Lama from Portugal; and hoped, that her Preſence 
wou'd cure him of that unworthy Paſiion he had for 
the Princeſs of Achon, But no Surprize or Vexation 
was ever ſuperior to his, when he was informed of her 
Arrival: however, he diſſembled it before thoſe of the 
Court who were then about him, and as he cou'd not 
diſpenſe with going to receive her, went attended by a 
great number of Courtiers, both Portugue/e and Indian. 
Donna ELVIRA had on this occaſion {ſummoned all 
her Attractions to her aid, neglecting to heighten no- 
thing of the Charms ſhe had receiied from Nature, 
by all the Advantages of Art and Dreſs, in order to 
make her unfaithful Husband bluſh at the preference 
he had given to a Stranger. 'There was not one Perſon 
that ſaw her, without being dazzled at the fight of ſo 
perfect a Beauty, and who did not in ſecret blame Don 
BALTHAZAR for his Attachment to the Princeſs of 
Achon. 

DONNA ErLvira accoſted him with an Air of 
mingled Majeſty and Sweetneſs, which redoubled the 
Admiration of the Spectators! My Lord, ſaid ſhe to 
him, I have perhaps tranſgreſſed in appearing before 
vou thus unſent for; but the Motive of that Trani- 
greſicn, I flatter my ſelf, will be thought worthy of 
Forgiveneſs [ could no longer refiſt the Deſire I had 
to ſee you; and the languiſhing Condition I have been 
in ſince your Departure, made me believe the Air in 
which you breathe, cou'd alone reſtore me to my accuſ- 
tomed. Health. 

1 T' does not appear to me, Madam, anſwered Lama 
coldly, that my Abſence has been of any prejudice to 
your Health; and I think, on the contrary, that Re- 
poſe and Solitude were much more neceſlary to you 
taan my Company. Theſe Words were too keen not to 
give a ſenſible Wound to ELvik a ; but ſhe teſtify d no- 
toning of it, and contented herſelf with giving him 
Glances, which made him underſtand ſhe was not 1g- 
rprant of the Motive, which occaſion'd her ſo indiffe- 
rent a Reception; but he appear'd little touched at it, 
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and giving her his Hand, conducted her to his Cloſet» 
where they remained alone together, 

ELVI RA no ſooner ſaw herſelf at liberty, than ſhe 
burſt into a Torrent of Tears: the was ſtruck to the 
Soul at the Indifference of her Spouſe, tho' ſhe had con- 
ſtrained herſelf to conceal it before Company, and re 
flecting on her Misfortunes pail, and thoſe which now 
threatened her: How have you abandoned me, my Lord' 
ſaid ſhe, and how do you now receive me! Havel me- 
rited this Treatment! or did I once expect to find it from 
you! I came not hither to reproach your Conduct, but 
to remind me, that you once did love me, and that I 
have in no Action of my Life rendered my ſelf unworthy 
of that Love; and alſo to remonſtrate, that it is not for 
your Glory a Woman of my Age ſhou'd be ſo long ſepa- 
rated from a Husband ſuch as you are. 

I proteſt to you, Madam, anſwered he, with a ma 
licious Smile, that I am ſurprized at this ſudden Ten- 
derneſs in you you muſt certainly be extremely 
changed, or are excellent in the Art of Diſhmulation . 
but I ſhall not make it my Buſineſs to ſearch into what 
paſſes in your Heart, nor wou'd have you perplex your 
{elf about mine. You had, however, much bet- 
ter have remained in Portugal, ſince it was my Deſire 
you ſhou'd do ſo— gut you are come hither, 
without my Permiſſion, and have ſeduced thoſe in whom 
I have confided to be your Guard; and ſuch a Conduct 
is not, perhaps, ſo agreeable as you may think, and 
might give me juſt Occaſion of Suſpicion : to prevent 
them, therefore, from taking growth, you muſt be more 

exact in your Obedience at Goa, and not imagine yo 
have any Right to act as you pleaſe, if you wou'd par- 


take the Honours to which you pretend. In ſpeaking 


theſe Words, he went out of the Room, without regard- 
ing her, or waiting for a Reply. | 
NOTHING 1s more cruel to a Woman who ſacri- 
fices all to her Duty, and whoſe Virtue is the ſole Guide 
of all her Actions, than to have them ſet in a criminal 
Light by him for whoſe ſake they are done : the Soul 
cannot then avoid being agitated by a little Self-love, 
and Conſciouineſs of not deſerving ſuch Returns; and 
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it muſt be a more than common Goodneſs that can, 
on ſuch an Occaſion, not have recourſe to Hatred or 
Contempt. The unhappy ELvis a felt, in that Moment, 
that ſhe itood in need of all! her Fortitude to vanquiſh 
her Reſentment, and to reſtrain her Thoughts trom 
fixing themſelves on Objects more worthy her At- 
tachment than her pcrfidivus and ungrateful Spouſe; 
but Griving, with all her force, all from her Mind that 
was of prejudice to him, ſhe at laſt returned to her 
Reſolution of bearing patiently all he ſhou'd inflift up- 


on her, and to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love him, and 


be beloved by him, if it were poſſible; and the more to 
engage him to eileem her, if no more, ſhe intended to 
make a Friendſhip with the Princeſs of Acben in a ſhort 
time, 

WHILE ſte was forming theſe innocent Deſigns, 
her jealous Rival, alarmed at her Arrival, and the Re. 
putation cf her Beauty, inſpired very different ones in 
Don BALTHAZZAR. The Moment he left ELVIRA, he 
went to her Apartment, where he found her drowned 
in Tears, uttering the moſt bitter Exclamations, and 
itruggling with one of her Female Slaves, who endea- 
voured to hinder her from ſticking a Ponyard to her 
Heart. This Spectacle put Lama into a Condition 
which it wou'd be very difficult to deſcribe This 
Man, who had not been moved by the Grief and Mo- 
deſty of the moſt beautiful Woman in the World, was 
now pierced to the Soul at the fight of Deſpair in a Miſ- 
treſs violent, inconſiderate, unjuſt, and extreme in all 
her Paſſions. | 

HE threw himſelf at her feet, with the moſt tender 
Air, and embracing her Knees, Adorable Princeſs ! ſaid 
he, what Misfortune can have happened great enough 
to make you think of deſtroy ing the moſt perfect 
Workmanſhip of Nature? Whoever has offended you, 
I am ready to revenge———even were it myſelf, J here 
ſwear to you, I wou'd ſacrifice my Life to give you Sa- 
tisfaction. 

XE RINA, for that was the Name of this Princeſs, 
grew a little more calm at theſe Promiſes made to her 


by her Lover; but as ſhe was no way regulated by Vir- 
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tue or Diſcretion, and could not endure to ſhare the 
Heart of Don BaLTHazanr with another, ſhe ſpared 
nothing that might engage him to rid himſelt of Donna 
ELVIRA. To this end, joining to her Love and Rage 
all the Artifice of her Sex; Ungrateful, reply'd ſhe, look- 
ing on him with Eyes whole Power ſhe too well knew, 
it is on you alone I ought to with Revenge ; ——<—— ts 
you alone who have aftronted me: and, in fine, tis 
you who cauſe the Miſery, the Deſpair in which I am. 
My Rival is in the Palace ; ſhe enjoys a Hap- 
pineſs which is only due to me —You have now 
no Eyes but for her Charms; and while you paſs with 
her all your happy Moments, mine elapſe in Tears, in 
Bitterneſs of Heart, and gnawing Anguiſn. Death on- 
ly can terminate the Torments your fatal Paſſion has in- 
volved me in. Ah cruel! continued ſhe, ima- 
gine not I will be a Witneſs of her Glory, fill up the 
number of her Train, and ſuiter patiently your Change, 
and her Contempt; no, this Ponyard, added ſhe, catch- 
ing it up a ſecond time, ſhall deliver me from the mean, 
the ſervile State; and I ſhall, at leaſt, have this Conſa- 
lation in my Death, to be aſſured of Vengeance in the 
Remorſe which will inceſſantly purſue you. 

THEN making an Offer to ſtab herſelf, the cre- 
dulous LaMa, imagining he already ſaw her expire, 
loſt entirely all his Remains of Reaſcn ; and having wreſ- 
ted the Dagger from her Hand, and careſſing her in 
the molt tender manner, he aſſured her that he hated 
ELviRka, that her Preſence was no leſs inſupportable to 
him than it would be to her, that he wou'd give her the 
molt glaring Proofs of it, and that all Gza ſhou'd be 
Wirnels he ador'd only XHEEINA, that he wou'd live and 
die for his adorable Princeſs, and conjured her but to ſee 
in what faſhion he wou'd treat her Rival, before ſhe 
made him any Reproaches, Aﬀter this, he made a thou- 
ſand Vows to ſubmit to whatever ſhe ſhou'd exact from 
him, if the manner in which his Inclinations led him to 
act did not content her. 

THESE Proteſtations appeaſed the cruel Princeſs, 
who then reſolved to demand the Execution of all he 
had ſworn in a ſhort time; but as the Price of the 
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Complaiſance ſhe now had for him, ſhe deſired that ſhe 
might never be obliged to ſee the Vice Queen, and that 
that Lady might have no liberty in the Palace. 

DON BaLitTnazar made her no other Reply than 
an immediate Obedience, and calling in a Gentleman of 
his Train, who waited in an outer Room, commanded 
him to aſſign ELvis a an Apartment on the other fide of 
the Palace, and the moſt diſtant from that of his, and 
to let her know it was his Orders ſhe ſhou'd never ſtir out 
of it without Permiſſion. Then he told XERINA, that as 
he cou'd not diſpenſe with allowing her a certain num- 
ber of Attendants, that cruel Princeſs ſhou'd have the 
naming of them; tothe end, that being entirely devoted 
to her, they might give her an Account of the Inter- 
views he had with his Wife, and in what manner he be- 
haved to her. 

THUS the Ladies of the Court, who had flattered 
themſelves with the Honour of belonging to the Vice- 
Queen, ſaw themſelves ſupplanted by the Slaves of the 
Princeſs of Achon, for no other wou'd ſhe ſuffer to be a- 
bout that unfortunate Lady; who finding herſelf in- 
compaſſed by Women of that Rank, and whole Lan- 
guage ſhe could not underſtand, and deprived of her 
dear LEONMORA, was now in a Condition much more 
deplorable than ever ſhe had been, and infinitely worſe 
than ſhe cou'd ever have imagined he wou'd have in- 
flicted on her. The faithful LEoxoR a, in being obli- 
ged to yield her Place to the Principal of XERINxA“s 
Slaves, and forbid even to ſee her dearMiftreſs any more, 
was ready to die with Grief ; but the unjuſt Lama wou'd 
have it ſo, and all Complaints were unavailing. . 

THE Vice-Queen was now Priſoner in her own 
Palace, ſerved and guarded by Men and Women wholly 
Strangers to her, and at her Rival's devotion ; yet did 
this virtuous Lady ſupport this Misfortune with the 
moſt firm Reſolution, never uttering the leaſt Com- 
plaint againſt her Huſband, but endeavouring, with the 
utmoſt Sweetneſs, and moſt obliging Meſſages, to re- 
cover his loſt Heart ; but finding he had refuſed ſeeing 
her, and imagining, that what ſhe had ſaid had not 


been delivered to him in her own Words, ſhe _ the 
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Principal of the Slaves, if ſhe were forbid writing to 
him, and that if ſhe were not, entreated ſhe wou'd tur- 
niſh her with the Means : This Woman, whoſe Name 
was THamaR, had, ina ſervile Condition, Sentiments 
more generous than thoſe of XERINA, tho' a Princeſs. 
THE Beauty of the Vice-Queen, her Sweetneſs, and 
her Misfortunes, touched her with the moſt tender Com- 
paſſion: ſhe loved her, ſhe bewailed her, and wou'd fain 
have propoſed ſomething for her Conſolation ; but the 
Character of the Princeſs of Achon was too well known 
to her, for her to dare to expreſs any Emotions ſo con- 
trary to her own. She had been enjoined to treat this 
unhappy Lady with the utmoſt Rigour, and not to give 
her the leaſt Liberty, on pain of Death : ſhe, therefore, 
was extremely perplexed at this Demand; however, be- 
ing willing to ſatisfy her, without hazarding herſelf, 
ſhe told her, that ſhe wou'd entreat Permiſſion of the 
Princeſs, without whoſe Orders ſhe cou'd not venture 
to give her Pen and Ink. Donna ELVIRA could not 
ſuppreſs her Sighs at this Reply, and THAMAR was ob- 
liged to turn away, to conceal the Senfibility ſhe had of 
her own enforced Cruelty ſhe went from her 
to XERIN A, and related the Requeſt had been made to 
her by the Vice-Queen : I have refuſed her, Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, till I know your Commands; but if I might 
preſume to ſpeak my Thoughts on this Matter, I think 
it your Intereſt to know the Sentiments of your Rival; 
it is certain ſhe will not diſcover them before us, bein 
all your Creatures, but will, doubtleſs, diſburthen her 
whole Soul in her Letters to her Spouſe : "tis, therefore, 
my Advice, that you ſuffer her to write, and that I de- 
liver the Letter, after you have read it, to the Vice Roy, 
as you may alſo ſee his Anſwer, before it reaches her 
Hand ; and by that diſcover the true Situation of his 
Heart, and how far you may depend on the Veracity of 
his Paſſion for you, and Indifference for her. 
THESE Arguments were ſo conformable to the 
Humour of XERINA, that joined to the Curioſity of 
ſecing in what manner her Rival would expreſs her Re- 
ard, made her tell THAMAR, thatſhe approved her De- 
gn, and bid her not carry * Letter to 5 ALTHAZAR, 
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till ſhe had firſt ſhewed it to her; but that, above all 
things, ſhe muſt keep ELv1s a from any Suſpicion of her 
ſeeing it, becauſe it wou'd put a Reſtraint upon her Pen. 
The Slave aſſured her, ſhe wou'd act in every thing ac- 
cording to her Command, tho' ſhe was far from deſign- 
ing it, and return to ELVIRA, attended as uſual, but 
forbear giving any Anſwer to her Demand, till Night, 
when ſhe was in Bed; becauſe being the only Perſon 
that lay in her Chamber, ſhe wou'd then have an Oppor- 
tunity cf ſpeaking to her without Witneſſes. 

WHE N the time correſponded with her Deſigns, 
ELVIRA being in bed, and all the other Slaves retired, 
ſhe came near to her, and having drawn the Curtain; 
All, Madam, ſaid ſhe, i; broken Portugueſe, but the 
Vice-Roy and Princeſs uf Achen ure grieved for you: 
but, meth inks, their Hearts and heir Conditions are not 
qual they zre of high Birth, and free, yet are 
they Ty rants, cruel, and unjuſt I am a 
Slave, ye: am tender and compaſſionate 3; your Miſ- 
fortunes tonci. me; I wou'd glzuly ſweeten your Cap- 
tivity, ende bie my vtmoſt Efforts for that pu. poſe; 
but . Fd ty with which 1 ſerve you, muſt be con- 
cealeo with © extreineht Caution, Then ſhe informed 
her of I ſhe 1d laid ro ERINA, and the Method ſhe 
took to prevail en her tc vive conſent, that ſhe ſhou'd be 
allowed to write to Don LaLTHAZAR, 

OF whic ww nec is it to you, added ſhe, that 
your Rival icacs your Letter, as your Spouſe will re- 
ceive it a'terwards ? But I wou'd not have you mention 
her in it; complain only of me, and of my Cruelties, 
entreat that I may be <1ip/aced, for that is the only way 
to continue me here, and to give me an Opportunity 
of expreſſing the Zeal I have to ſerve you, and miti- 
gate your S:fterings. If 1 had taken your Letter with- 
out informing the Princeſs of it, ſhe wou'd have belie- 
ved me in your Intereſt, and I ſhou'd have been diſmil- 
ſed from you, and ſeverely puniſhed ; but if you obſerve 
the Conduct I have preſc:ibed, I ſhall efle" 1th my felt 
in her Confidence, and thereby be in a ſtat to render 
you Service — 
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TH AM AR was proceeding, but ELVIRA cou'd hold 
no longer from interrupting her; ſhe ſo little expected 
to find a Conſolation of this kind, that it aſtoniſhed her 
beyond meaſure : ſhe fixed her Eyes on the Slave all the 
time ſhe was ſpeaking, in order to diſcover in her Looks 
if this Exterior Goodneſs did not conceal ſome T rea- 
chery. She was young, amiable, had an open and free. 
Countenance, and while ſhe was talking to her in this 
manner, ſeemed more herſelf than when ſhe appeared in 
that ſevere and ill-natured Air which ſhe was obliged to 
affect before the other Slaves; all theſe things conjoin- 
ing, gade her hope ſhe was ſincere. 

Y O U are, perhaps, ſaid ELVIR A to her, endeavour- 
ing to prove how far my Credulity extends; for I can 
ſo little comprehend, that a Favourite of the Princeſs of 
Achon can be ſenſible of the IIls I ſuffer, that it is not 
without great difficulty 1 can believe you. I ſee no- 
thing indeed in your Perſon which does not merit all 
the Confidence you wou'd inſpire me with ; but the 
Rank you hold with my Rival, ſo little accords with 
your Words, that you cannot be ſurprized if I am du- 
bious However, be your Deſign what it will, 
as mine is only to ſpeak to my Huſband, I ſhall make 
no ſcruple to truſt you with my Letters to him; neither 
am I ſollicitous what way to take, ſo they at laſt arrive at 
his Hands. 

I expected no leſs, Madam, anſwered TAMA R, ſmi- 
ling, nor do Idefire you will depend till you have proved 
how ſincerely I am inclined to ſerve you I on- 
ly beg you will write in the manner I have adviſed. In 
ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe cloſed the Curtains again, 
and left Donna ELvika at liberty to reflect on what ſhe 
had to do. This beautiful Perſon paſſed the greateit 
part of the Night in thanking Heaven for having inſpi- 
red Pity for her Ills, in a Breaſt where ſhe ſo little had 
hoped o find it, and in thinking in what Terms ſhe 
ſhou'd addreſs herſelf to her perfidious Spouſe. 

AStoonasTh am a R found ſhe was awake, ſhe brought 
her what was neceſſary for her to write. Make your 
Letter, Madam, faid ſhe, for the Hour approaches in 
which J muſt attend the Princeſs: ELVIRA made no An- 
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ſwer, but taking the Pen in her Hand, decyphered to 
BALTHAZAR all the Emotions of her Soul, in the molt 
touching and tender manner, expreſſed the Violence of 
her Grief, that he had not been once to viſit her ſince 
the time he received her from on board; conjured him 
to pardon her Diſobedience in coming to Goa without 
his Permiſſion, aſſured him, ſhe was compelled to that 
Action, merely by the Fears for his Health, which his 
long Silence had occaſioned ; beſeeching him not to de- 
prive her of his Preſence, that ſhe cou'd ſupport every 
thing but the want of ſceing him; and that ſhe ſuffered 
patiently the Aﬀronts and ill Treatment of the Slave 
Tua R, but that ſhe hoped he authoriz'd not her In- 
ſolence; and that he wou'd remember ſhe was of a Birth 
which ought to exempt her from the Indignities to 
which ſhe was expoicd; and concluded with telling 
him, that in what manner ſoever he behaved toward 
her, ſhe wou'd never fail in her Duty to him. 

HAVING finiſted her Letter, ſhe gave it to the 
Slave, who immediately carried it to XERINA: this 
Princeſs finding no complaint in it againſt herſelf, nor 
the leaſt notice that ſhe attributed her Misfortunes to 
her, nor indeed any thing which ſhe imagined wou'd be 
able to change the preſent Sentiments of the Vice-Roy, 
_ it to him herſelf, well ſatisfy'd that THAMAR had 

o well executed her Orders. Don BaLTHazar read it 

with Unconcern, and then reſtored it to XERINA, en- 
treating her to believe, he cou'd be ſenſible of nothing 
that came from that Quarter, and forbid THñAMAR to 
bring him any more cf her Epiſtles. 

IHE Princeſs of Acben triumphed within herſelf, 
to find the Heart of Lama in the Situation ſhe wiſhed : 
there was nothing now to be ſeen in the Palace, but 
Balls, Feaſts, and publick Entertainments, of which ſhe 
had all the Honours; Don BaLTHazar ſeeming to glo- 
ry in the Paſſion he had for her, and neither of them 
taking any care to conceal their criminal Intercourſe 
from the Eyes of the Court and People, while the Vice- 
Queen ſpent her days in the moſt ſtrait Captivity, pitied 
by all Goa, butwithout any Conſolation, except what ſhe 
reccaved from the Cares of THAMAR, Who being obliged 
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to conſtrain herſelf to appear cruel and ſevere be fore 
the reſt of the Domeſticks, could only teſtify her good 
Wiſhes and the Softneſs of her Nature when they were 
alone together, 

I T was near a Month ſince the Arrival of Donna Er - 
VIRA, in all which time Don BalLTHazar had never 
been once to ſee her, nor cou'd all ſhe wrote to him, or 


expreſs in Meſſages, be able to move him to any Pity for 


her Condition, or Repentance for his Treatment of her. 
But notwithſtanding his Inflexibility, the jealous XERINA 
was not content, and finding that the Griefs of her Ri- 
val were not iufficient to deprive her of her Life, had 
not yet her end : ſhe doubted not, but if ſhe cou'd once 
ſee her laid in Earth, ſhe ſhou'd immediately poſſeſs her 
place, and, therefore, refolved to deſtroy her at what 
rate ſoever. 

THE perjured Lama wiſhed no leſs than ſhe to 
break the Bonds which attached him to Elvira, and 
oppoſed the means Xx RINA was every day offering him, 
for no other Reaſon, than becauſe he thought them dan- 
gerous: Nobody, ſaid he, will dare to intermeddle be- 
tween me and my Wife, how ill ſoever I uſe her; but 
ſhou'd any Diſcovery be made, that I attempted on her 
Life, the whole World wou'd become my Accuſers, and 
J muſt inevitably ſhare the Fate of other Murderers. 
But all his Arguments were too weak to convince 
XERINA he owed her not this Mark of his Affection; 
and, therefore, left nothing uneſſayed which might 
oblige him to give it her. The firſt Step ſhe took, 
was to counterfeit ſo profound a Melancholy, that all 
the Diverſions Lama was continually preparing for her, 
ſeemed rather to augment than diminiſh it. He was 
troubled beyond meaſure at the Condition in which he 
ſaw her, and preſſed her every moment to an Explana- 
tion of the Cauſes, calling Heaven and Earth to wit- 
neſs his Love and his Fidelity. To this the cunning 
XERINa anſwered only with her Tears, and conjuring 
him not to ceaſe loving her, notwithſtanding the De- 
cay of her Beauty; he who found her as charming as 
ever, made her a thouſand Proteſtations of an eternal 
Conſtancy, and all their Converſations ended with the 
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Tears of the one, and the Aſſurances of the other. Eve- 
ry Day ſeemed to bring with it an Encreaſe of Grief, 
and at laſt who ever had ſeen her, wou'd have imagined 
her wholly abandoned to Deſpair; then pretending to be 
quite overcome Ly the inward Agitations of her Soul, 
ſhe made herſelf be kept in bed, and her Attendants gave 
out that ſhe was dy g. Don BalTHazar alarmed al- 
moſt to diſtraction, quitted the moit important Buſineſs, 
and never ſtirred from her Apartment, and, by all his 
Actions, teſtify d that his Life was abſolutely attached to 
hers. As he was fitting by he one Day on the Bed- 
ſide, all bathed in Tears for her imagintd Danger, and 
proteſting he neither cou'i nor wou'd iurvive her Loſs ; 
No, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, nderly preſſing his Hand, I 
only ought to die as an Expiation for the Crime my Pride 
has made me yuilty of, in imagining myſeli worthy of 
your Love. Donna ELVIRA is, doubtleſs, much more 
ſo than I, ſince Heaven permits her to live, and de- 
ſtroys me. It is not, however, by her Tenderneſs for 
you, for you have often told me ſhe never loved you. 
— Alas! continucd ſhe, who can ever love you 
like the unfortunate XFERIN A? 'Tis the too perſect Af. 
fection I have for you ͤ hat ſeuds me to my Grave 
You cannot be entirely mine, and I cannot live with- 
out being yours——-The Death of ELvixa alone can 
give you to the Princeſs of Achon; and it is the Death 
of this Princeſs that muſt reſtore you to ELvika: 
It is juſt, my Lord, that I ſhou'd be the Sacrifice ; and 
I ſhall reſign my laſt Breath with pleaſure, added ſhe, 

utting his Hand to her Mouth, and kiſſing it paſſionate- 
ly, if my Death will aſſure your Felicity. 

WHAT Words were theſe for a Man to hear, who 
doated, who ador'd like Don BAL T HAZAR ! they failed 
not to work on him all the Effect the cruel XERINV A 
had deſigned them for- Ah ! *tis too much, Ma- 
dam, cry'd he, if to preſerve your Life, that of ELVIRA 
muſt be iac.ificed ; I dc'iver her up to you or- 
dain command let all periſh, rather than my 
adorable Princeis. Oh! how tranſporting is this Pro- 
mii interrupted ihe, and how capable is it of prolong- 
ing my Days, if it be as ſincere as it is full of 7 4 

at 
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What muſt be done to prove it ſo? reſumed Lama, in the 
moſt vehement Tone. You mult, reply'd XER 1x a, make 
me the immediate Miſtreſs of ELVIRA's Fate; approve 
my Deſigns, ſupport me in the Execution of them, and 
fix my Happineſs, by being united to me tor ever, Don 
BALTHAZAR was ſo ſtrongiy infatuated by this Prin- 


.ceſs, and the Paſſion he had for her ſo contrary to Rea- 


ſon and good Senſe, that he regarded nothing, but ren- 
dring her contented, and teſtitying the Violence of his 
Love: he conſented in a :noinent, and without any he- 
ſitation, to all ſhe aſked. and made a thouſand Oaths to 
approve all ſhe did, and © 1econd her himſelf, if it were 
neceſſary. The barbaraus KER NA made known her Joy, 
and the Senſe ſhe hal of his Compliance, by all that the 
moſ tender and attracting Love cou'd inſpire; and knew 
ſo well how to engage him by her Careſſes and Endear- 
ments, that wholly overcome with Rapture, his very 
Sou! was moulded to what Form ſhe pleated to give it, 
and from that time he talked with her of poiſoning or 
flaiving ELVI EA, with the ſame Indifference as he 
wou': have dune on any ordinary Matter. 

BUT while they were conſulting on Means the 
moſt ture and ſecret, . the Deſtruction of ELVIRA, 
Heaven protected her innocent Life, by ſending to her 
Aid the only Eerion capable of relieving her in this Ex- 
tremity. 

DON SEBASTIAN DE SV EA, Who embarked ſoon 
after her, having a favourable Wind, arrived at Gea, al- 
moſt as ſoon as that beautiful Unfortunate. On his 
landing, he went, with his faithful ALVAREZE, to the 
Houſe of a Few, whom he had known at Lisbon, and 
who, for ſome Service he had done the State, had ob- 
tained Permiſſion to eftabliſn himſelf in Ca, or any 
part in the Dominions of the King of Portugal, accor— 
ding as his Commerce demanded his Prefence ; and this 
it was which gave him the liberty of coming from time 
to time at Lisbon, to ſell Slaves, of which he made a 
great Traffic. Don SzBasTIAN, who knew that Inte- 
reſt was the firſt great Mover among thoſe ſort of Peo- 

le, made him a Preſent of a large Purſe of Gold; and 
y that proof of an extraordinary Liberality, Os 
im 
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him to conceal them at his Houſe, till they had time to 
refle& how they ſhou'd proceed. 

THE Few, who doubted not but he ſhou'd greatly 
advance himſelf by this Confidence, was fincerely re- 
ſolved to do his utmoſt to ſerve him. As he had alſo 
conſiderable Dealings in Diamonds and Pearls, as well 
as Slaves, he had frequent Acceſs to the Vice-Roy, the 
Princeſs of Achon, and all the other great Perſons reſi- 
ding at Goa; and Sv z a knowing this, charged him with 
the firſt Commiſſion, to find out what had paſſed at the 
Palace ſince the Arrival of the Vice-Queen, and in what 
manner ſhe was treated by her Husband. But it was lit- 
tle neceſſary to go out for an Information of that kind; 
the Conduct of the Vice-Roy was too well known in 
that Particular, to be a Secret to thoſe who troubled them- 
ſelves leaſt with enquiring into what was doing in the 
World; and, on Don SetBasT1an's mentioning it, the 
other immediately related to him the Reception he had 

iven her, the ſtrait Captivity in which ſhe lived, the 
Cruelty of driving from her Leonor a, and the abſo- 
lute Power the Princeſs of Acbon had over the Actions of 
the Vice-Roy. 

SCARCE cou'd SEBAasT1AN contain his Rage at 
this Diſcourſe, but having reſolved to do nothing which 
might violate the Promiſe he had made his Mother, or 
riſque the Loſs of EL.vira for ever; he ſummoned all 
his Patience to his aid, and demanded of the Jew, if 
there was not a Poſſibility of ſpeaking to LEO NORA. No- 
thing can be more eaſy, reply'd he; for when ſhe was 
baniſhed from her Miſtreſs, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to me 
for a Lodging, and having no Conveniencies my ſelf at 
that time, I placed her in the Houſe of an Acquain- 
tance, one who is originally a Portugueſe, but has been 
ſettled a long time at Goa. There needed no more for 
Don SEBASTIAN to entreat he wou'd bring her to his 
Houſe at Night; which the other aſſuring him he wou'd 
do, he went directly to her, and telling her he had ſome- 


thing of Importance to communicate to her, which it 


was not proper to ſpeak, but in his own Houſe, deſired 
ſhe wou'd not fail coming at a certain Hour appointed by 


him, 
LEO- 
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LEONOR 4, who was not of an Age to fear thoſe 
Accidents to which Youth is liable, and had alſo re- 
ceived many Obligations from the Few, ſince ſhe had 
left her Miſtreſs, made no difficulty of aſſuring him ſhe 
wou'd be there. 

THE Hour being arrived, ſhe kept her Promiſe, and 
was no ſooner entered, than the Few conducted her to 
the Apartment of Don SEBASTIAN; who no ſooner 
perceived her, than he ran to her, caught her in his Arms, 
and embraced her with a Vehemence, which gave her 
Suſpicions very different from the Truth ; but having 
lifted up her Vail, with a deſign to undeceive a Perſon 
who ſhe imagined miſtook her 2 ſome other and youn- 
ger Perſon, ſhe no ſooner caſt her Eyes on him, than ſhe 
returned his Careſſes with Uſury ; and burſting into Tears 
of Joy and Aſtoniſhment, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, by what 
Miracle has Heaven ſent me a Conſolation fo little ex- 
pected ? Alas! dear LEONORA, reply'd Su z, | am not 
in a Condition to give you any, and come but to demand 

it of you. LEeoxora, to whom theſe Words brought 
all the Misfortunes of ELVI RA freſh to mind, cou'd make 
no other Anſwer than Tears; but recollecting the Free- 
dom ſhe had uſed to him before the Few, ſhe withdrew 
from his Arms, and reſuming a Countenance more re- 
ſpectful, Pardon me, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, if the Exceſs 
of my Surprize and Joy made me forget the Diſtance 
I ought to obſerve towards you ; but my Age, my Zeal, 
and your Goodneſs, I hope, will authorize the Liberty 
I have taken. Don SEBASTIAN deſired ſhe wou'd not 
change her Manner of Behaviour, and told her, that he 
regarded her as the Mother of all that was dear to him 
in the World. 

THIS Diſcourſe, mingled with Joy, with Grief, 
and with Reſpect, made the Few perceive, that Don 
SEBASTIAN had a lively Intereſt in every thing that 
concerned the Vice-Queen, and that he had indeed very 
e Reaſons for keeping himſelf concealed: in this 

hought, he withdrew, not to conſtrain them by his 
Preſence. When LEON ORA ſaw him go out, ſhe de- 
manded of Don SEBASTIAN, what had brought him into 
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a Place where he had every thing to fear from the Ma- 
lice and Power of his Rival. 

THEN tais faithful Lover of EI VIRA made her a 
ſincere Recital ot the Apprehenſions which had tormen- 
ted him for the Fate of that dear Object; and told her, 
that his Deſign was to inſinuate himſelf in ſome Diſ— 
guiſe to the Family of Lama, in hope thereby, he 
might be ſerviceable to ELVI RA. LroxoRaA approved 
of one part of his Intention, but diſſuaded him from 
going into the Family of the Vice-Roy. It is not in 

is Palace, ſaid ſhe, that you can be any way uſeful 
to his Wife, you wou'd there know little of her 
Affairs, and be every Hour expoſed to the Danger of 
being known : and fince you have no other Motive 
than the Protection of the Vice-Queen, in caſe any 
thing farther ſhou'd be attempted againſt her; my 
Advice 1s, that you get yourſelf introduced to the Ser- 
vice of the Princeſs of 4:hon. It is in her Apartment, 
that all Reſolutions are taken, all Projects form'd, and 
by her Orders all things are executed. All the Slaves 
that attend on ELVIRA come to her every day, and 
give an Account of the ſmalleſt of her Actions, and 
receive the Commands of that Princeſs in what man- 
ner they ſhall treat her, —the inconſiderate Lama 
neither thinks, nor acts but according to her Will. 
The Few Isaac, with whom you are, I believe can 
do you ſervice on this occaſion ; he is well acquainted 
with the Princeſs ; ſhe frequently truſts him with the 
moſt ſecret Commiſſions : and as you are not known 
by any of her People, can run no great riſque in being 
there You may alſo be informed of every thmg 
concerning the Vice-Queen, by making Friendſhips 
With the Slaves that ſerve her; and who are conti- 
nually going and coming from one Apartment to the 
Other. But above all things, I wou'd have you gain, 
if poſſible, the Truſt of a young Woman called T H A- 
MAR, Who is the Chief of thoſe placed abcut the Vice- 


ueen, and a great Favourite of the Princeſs, I know 
not alſo, added LEO NORA, what to think of it; but! 
have of late met this Slave, and ſhe has always made 
Signs to me, as tho' ſhe had ſomething to cmmuni- 
cate ; 


made 
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cate 3 but J have hitherto not dared to take any notice of 
them, fearing ſome Treachery : however, if ſhe reite- 
rates them, I am re.olved to accoit her on the firſt Op- 
portunity that offers. 

D ON SeBasT1an ſound LEoNoR A's Argument ſo 
good, that, perſuaded alſo by ALVYAREZEz, who trembled 
tor his going to Lama's Palace, he heſitated not if 
he ſhou'd proceed according to her Counſel, Nothing 
now was wanting, but the Means of introducing him 
to XERINA ; to obtain which, he judged it proper to 
confide entirely in the Few, and ALVAREZ having made 
him come in, it wou'd be fruitleſs, ſaid Don SEBASTIAN, 
to go about to conceal from you that I have powerful 
Reaſons to inform my ſelf, as much as poſſible, of the A- 
mours of the Vice-Roy and the Princeſs of Achon; all 
the Queſtions I have already aſked you, have ſufficiently 
informed you how deeply I am intereſted : but to be 
better inſtructed in them, and without hazard, I have 
recourſe to your Induſtry, to procure me Admiſſion to 
the Service of that Princeſs, and to recommend me as a 
Man who may be neceſſary to her in many things; but 
I wou'd be ſo diſguiſed, as to render it impoſſible for 
any of the Portugueſe, who have ſeen me in Lisbon, to 
know me again. If, continued he, you can do me 
this Service, my Gratitude for it ſhall be without 
bounds, The Few had already too much experienced 
the Generoſity of Suza, to doubt the Effect of his Pro- 
miſes, and having aſſured him of his Diſcretion and Fi- 
delity, he told him, that nothing was more eaſy than 
what he deſired: that with the juice of a certain Herb 
that grew in thoſe Parts, he cou'd dye his Skin a per- 
fect black, and ſo well alter his Countenance, that even 
ALVAREZ ſhou'd not believe he were his Matter, did he 
not ſee the Operation ; that thus diſguiſed, he wou'd 
preſent him to XERINA, as a Slave, whoſe ſingular Me- 
rit and uncommon Qualifications rendered worchy her 
Acceptance. 

DON SEBASTIAN was charmed with this Expedient, 
and the more fo, as he cou'd ſpeak the Indian Language 
with the ſame Eaſe as if born in the Country ; becaule 
being of a Family which had a Right to pretend to the 
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higheſt Dignities, and that of the Vice-Roy of the In- 
dies, being what he flattered himſelf with being one day 
NN of, he had taken care in his Youth to perfect 

imſelf in the Language, that he might be able to ſpeak 
to the Natives, and judge of thoſe things which re- 
garded them, without ſtanding in need of an Interpre- 
ter. 

HE wou'd not defer making trial of this Herb, of 
which the Jem gave ſuch Praiſes. Every body knows 
that the Indies abound in it, and that the Juice incorpo- 
rates it ſelf ſo perfectly into the Skin, that it quite takes 
away the natural Colour, The Merchants who deal in 
Slaves, often deceive their Cuſtomers, by dying their 
Negroes; thoſe who are the blackeſt, being reckoned the 
moſt beautiful. All that diſquieted LEoNoR a was, that 
it wou'd not be eaſy to reſtore Don SEBASTIAN to his na- 
tive Colour; but the Jew having aſſured her, that he 
had a Water which wou'd take the whole Tincture off 
whenever he pleaſed, ſhe had nothing to object in oppo- 
ſition to ſo great a Diſguiſe. 

ISAAC went that moment in ſearch of the Herb, 
and having preſſed out the Juice, he rubb'd it all over 
Don SEBASTIAN, Who, from the moſt lovely of all the 
Portugueſe, became preſently the moſt perfe& of all the 
Negroes. The Metamorphoſis was ſo great, that Lz 0+ 
NORA and ALVAREZ loſt all their Fears of his being 
known; and this faithful Domeſtic, who cou'd not en- 
dure to be ſeparated from his Maſter, wou'd have the 
ſame Operation practiſed on himſelf, that he might be 
In a ſtate fit to accompany him in every thing. There 
was now nothing remaining but to preſent them to X e- 
RINA, Which the Few» promiſed to do the next day. 
Don SEBASTIAN and LEONOR A agreed to render each 
other an exact Account of all they cou'd learn, and that 
their Place of Meeting ſhou'd be at the Jew's ; after 
which, they ſeparated till the next day, when LEoNo- 
RA Was to come again. 

TH O' all theſe Projects cou'd not promiſe any very 
great Adventures, yet Don SEBASTIAN was ſo pas 
with being in the ſame City with ELVIAA, to be near 
her, and to be able to hear News of her every Hour, us 
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he loſt all Remembrance of the dreadful obſtacle Fate had 
put to his Felicity, and began to flatter himſelf that ſome- 
thing, tho' what, he cou'd not gueſs, wou'd happen to 
crown his utmoſt Withes in the End. 

A true Affection is eaſily alarmed, and as eaſily flat- 
tered, the leaſt thing throws the Mind that harbours it 
into Deſpair, and the leaſt thing ſerves to tranſport and 
elevate it; and as it often indulges the moſt cruel Tor- 
ments, ſo it adds the ſweeteſt Extacies to the moſt inſig- 
nificant Pleaſures. Suza, in the Reflection that all he 
undertook had ELvik a for the Object, that his Inquie- 
tudes, his Voyage, his Diſguiſe, were all, for her take, 
took a delight in them, as it each of theſe things af- 
ſured him of her Poſſeſſion. It is not to be wondered 
at, therefore, that thoſe Steps which, in the Eyes of 
others, ſeemed inſignificant, appeared to him the moſt 
aſeful and neceſſary that cou'd be. L.EoxoR a thought 
much in the ſame manner with him, and ſaw nothing 
to fear for ELVIRA, ſinde Don StBAST1AN was at Goa: 
his Preſence had given her a Tranquillity ſhe had never 
enjoyed ſince her Separation from her Mittreſs ; and ſhe 
thought of nothing now but the Means of entertaining 
THawmaR, and knowing the Motive of the Advances 
that young Slave had made to her. This amiable Maid, 
who knew the Confidence the Vice-Queen had in her 
Nurſe, thought it wou'd be ſome little Conſolation to 
the IIls ſhe laboured under, to hear News of that favou- 
rite Domeltic, and, at the ſame time, prove the Since- 
rity of her own Attachment to that unhappy Lady: it 
was with this Intention, that having met her the next 
day, after the Converſation ſhe had with ELVIRA about 
the Leiter, ſhe had made Signs to her, and which ſhe 
continued to do, as often as Fortune threw her in her 
way: but the Indifference which Leonor a teſtified, 
joined with the Diſdain with which Lama received the 
Letter from his Wife, put her in ſo ill a Humour, that 
the Vice-Queen, who heedfully examined all her Ac- 
tions, cou'd not but perceive it. 


THIS beautiful Lady, who had known too many, 


Sorrows to be able to put an agreeable Face on things 


relating to her own Fate, imagined the Diſcontent of 
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Tu aua proceeded from the little ſhe cou'd find to ac- 
cuſe her of to her Huſband or the Princeſs of Achon, 
and grew now more than ever reſerved to her. THA“ 
MAR had a penctrating Wit, and a Mind not eaſily de- 
ceived ; ſhe ſaw into the Vice- Queen's Suſpicions, but 
regretted them only ſo far as to clear herſelf, if by any 
way ſhe cou'd do it. She, therefore, reſolved to ſpeak 
to LEoNORA 3; and the next Morning, which was on that 
Don SEBASTIAN and ALVAREZ were preſented to 
XERINA, as ſhe went to the Apartment of that Princeſs, 
was muſing on the Means ſhe ſhou'd make ule of, to ob- 
lige the Nurſe to regard her more than ſhe had hitherto 
done. 

AS LEO NORA now wiſhed nothing more than to en- 
counter her, ſhe went early in the Morning, wrap'd up 
in her Veil, to wait the Hour of Thamar's going, ac- 
cording to her Cuſtom, to the Princeſs of Ach Thus 
both of them equally impatient of entertaining each o- 
ther, were not long e'er they met; and reciprocally ad- 
vancing, ſtood when they approached more near, examin- 
ing, as it were, each other, without ſpeaking. Leono- 
R A was the firſt that broke filence; I have taken notice, 
ſaid ſhe, that you ſeveral times have teſtified a Deſire to 
ſpeak to me— I either greatly deceive my felt, or 
you think I may be uſeful in ſomething. Yes, Leo xo- 
Ra, faid THAMAR, without any heſitation, you are ex- 
tremely neceſſary to me, to prove to the Vice-Queen 
that lam not more devoted to her than your ſelf: I love 
her Perſon, I pity her Misfortunes, I admire her Virtue; 
I ſerve XERINA, but with Regret; I ſee her Amours 
with horror, and how dangerous ſoever it may be to 
me to indulge theſe Sentiments, I cannot think 1 hazard 
any thing in revealing them to you, whoſe own Inte- 
reſt it is to conceal them: I wou'd ſerve ELvika in eve- 
ry thing in my power; but how can I do it, while 
ſhe keeps me in ignorance of every thing that paſſes in 
her Heart? And how can I be informed, when ſhe puts 
no Confidence in my Words? *Tis your part then, pru- 
dent LEO NORA, to convince her of my Zeal ; let me give 
her, at leaſt, the Conſolation of hearing from you, un- 


der your own hand - write to her, and ſuffer me 
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to deliver to her your Letter, you ſhall find I will bring 
you an Anſwer with the utmoſt Punctuality; and this 
may aſſure both the one and the other of you, how 
much you may depend on the Integrity of the Slave 
THamaR. You are very preſſing, reply'd LEoNoORa, 
but whether you are fincere or not, ] riſque nothing in 
2greeing to your Demand; ſince it is natural for me to 
make known to her whom J have nurled, the Grief I 
am in to be ſeparated from her, nor can they do any 
thing more to me than they have already done: but if 
[| write, continued ſhe, where ſhall I find you to give 
you my Letter ? 

THAMAR pauſed a little before ſhe anſwered, and 
then looking on her with an Air of Satisfaction, at the 
Expedient ſhe had found, Go, ſaid ſhe, and enquire for 
a certain Je named Isaac, ro Man is more known 
at Goa, give him your Letters, I will take care to pre- 
pare him for receiving any thing ſhall be left for me; 
and it will be a way the molt fate and ſecret we can take. 
Adieu, continued ſhe, a long Converſation may render 
us ſuſpected ; depend upon me, With theſe Words ſhe 
turned away, and left LEoXoORA thoroughly periwaded 
of her Fidelity, and charmed that it was the Few Is aac 
ſhe had pitched upon for the Conſidant of this innocent 
Correſpondence ; as ſhe knew he was not then at home, 
ſhe returned to her own Lodging, to write to Donna 
ELVIR A, that ſhe might carry the Letter with her when 
ſhe ſhou'd come back from preſenting the pretended Slaves 
to the Princeſs of Achon. 

THAMAR went directly to the Palace, where ſhe 
found Isaac with Don SEBASTIAN and ALVAREZ, at- 
tending her coming, in order to introduce them to Xx - 
RINA; this amiable Maid cou'd not behold the ſuppoſed 
Negroes without admiration, and having examined 
them with the utmoſt Attention, "Thoſe are two beau- 
tiful Moors, ſaid ſnhe to the Few, in a low Voice, how 
long have you had them, and to what end have you 
brought them hither? Is aac, who was willing to be- 
gin by gaining THamaR, reply'd to her with an Air of 
Confidence, They are yet more perfect than you think 
them, beautiful THAMAR; they play admirably on all 
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Sorts of Inſtruments, and the youngeſt of them has a 
fingular Art in making Sherbet and Chocolate: as I 
knew the Delicacy of the Princeſs in theſe things, I 
came with a deſign to entreat her Acceptance of them, 
demanding no other Recompence for the Preſent I make 
her of them, than that ſhe will uſe her Intereſt with 
the Vice-Roy, for my Protection in the Commerce I 
ſhall make at Ca. You ask very little, ſaid ſhe, ſmi- 
ling, for ſo extraordinary a Gift, and I believe you have 
no Occaſion for any Recommendation in this Affair, 
the Air of your Slaves ſpeaks for them ; but if you have 
any need of me at any time, you muſt do me a plece 
of Service, which I will take care to requite : I have 
a Correſpondence with a Perſon which I would have 
remain a Secret: I have, therefore, ordered Letters to 
be left for me at your Houſe, oblige me to take care of 
them, as alſo of any I ſhall leave with you, till call'd 
for : you are enough accuſtomed to theſe fort of Em- 
ployments, not to think it ſtrange a Perſon of my Age 
ſhou'd have ſome Adventures which it is not proper to 
conceal. Is aac aſſur'd her of his Diligence, and thought 
this Requeſt a Happineſs for the two feigned Slaves, as 
his complying with it wou'd aſſure them of good T reat- 
ment from her, He had no ſooner {worn to perform, 
with the utmoſt Integrity, what ſhe defired, than the 
Princeſs's Door opened, and THamar went out alone; 
and after having feaſted her Malice and Cruelty with 
the pretended Perſecutions ſhe gave ELVIRA, ſhe told 
her of the Preſent Isa Ac was waiting to make her 
Highneſs. 

THIS cruel Princeſs, who was for turning every 
thing to the Satisfaction of her Love and Jealouly, pre- 
ſently imagined theſe new Slaves might be uſeful to 
her Deſigns, and commanded they ſhou'd be brought 


in. She waited not for the Few to give her a Detail of 


their good Qualities ; their Beauty, fine Shape, and that 
Air of Grandeur and Fierceneſs which fparkled in SE- 
BASTIAN's Eyes, pleaſed her in ſuch fort, that ſhe 
appropriated them before Isaac had time to offer 
them. However, he made his Compliment, and XERINA 

having 


RINA 
laving 
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having thanked him, ordered them to remain in her 
Service. 


THUS was D the Palace of the 
Princeſs of Achbon; and the Buſineſs appointed for him, 
was chiefly to make Chocolate and 


on SEBASTIAN in 


Snerbet. Is AAc 
took his Leave of them, h ven them what In- 


ſtructions he thought were neceſſary for the gaining 
TAMA R. But thefe Leſſons were altogether needleſs, 
a Maſter more learned than he, ha 


d already Inſpired 
ALVAREz, with the Deſire and Art of pleaſing that beau- 
tful Slave: the firſt Moment he beheld her, his Heart 
came entirely devoted to her, and Love, which has 
the ſame effect on inferiour Perſo 

made him feel, for her, the Ar 


dency of the ſame Pires 
with which his Maſter burned for t! 


aving gi 


them from arrlving at too his 


his Colour was a little ſhockjr 


g to her Thoughts; 
ever, the force of her Deſtiny overbore this natural 
Averſion. Don SEBASTIAN behaved to 


her with the 


wou'd favour 
him ſo far, as to inform hi ge, in his power 


to perform, wou'd be moſt agreeable to the P 
the promited him to do ſo, but Quitting him as ſoon as 
poſſible, ſhe returned to the 
Queen, where, after ſhe had 
the had held with LEONoRa, and that 
orreſpondence, ſo as they mi 
other every day; See, M 
take to prove my ſelf w 


if I cou'd do much more. tho? at the ha 
for the Eaſe of 


undertake it, 


DONNA ELvisa now no longer ſi Lay 
the Inclination ſhe had to believe * a ed with 


day having received the Letter from Lro NOAA, and 
given Thamasr anothe i 


het 
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ſhe ſhou'd confeſs to her that ſhe was as ſenſible as ſhe 
cou'd with of her Zeal and Sincerity ; and began to take 
for her ſo tender a Friendſhip, that ſhe permitted her 
to read the Contents of all the Letters that henceforth 
paſſed between her and her Nurſe, and, at laſt, truſted 
her with the full Recital of her Life and Misfortunes. 
The tender-hearted T Hama xr cou'd not hear her, with- 
out burſting into a Torrent of Tears; and this Compaſ- 
ſion rendered her ſo dear to the Vice-Queen, that ſhe ne- 
ver after made any ſcruple of revealing to her the moſt 


ſecret Thoughts and Withes of her Soul. 


T HIS amiable Slave, who earneſtly deſired to be- 
come a Chriſtian, and doubted not, but when the News 


of ELVIRA's ill Treatment ſhou'd reach Liſbon, her Fa- 


mily wou'd ule their utmoſt Efforts to deliver her from 
that dreadful ſtate, entreated her Promiſe, that ſhe might 
be permitted to follow her, if ever ſhe quitted Gya, Don- 
na ELVIRA was highly charmed at the pious Diſpoſi- 
tion of this Maid, and aſſured her, that if Heaven was 
pleaſed to ſend her once more to Portugal, ſhe wou'd not 
go Without her; tho”, ſaid ſhe, I ſee as yet no reaſon to 
hope there ever will be an End of my Misfortunes. 

LEONO RA writ every day to the Vice-Queen, and 
received her Anſwers exactly by the Few; but as Don 
SEBASTIAN had expreſsly forbid any Mention of him,ſhe 
obeyed his Orders, wen 2 the Nicety of ELv1- 
R A's Virtue, and that ſhe wou'd rather chuſe to {ufer 
every thing from the Cruelty of her Enemies, than be 
relieved by a Man who was known to have loved her, 
and whom ſhe ſtill in ſecret cou'd not help loving. 

THE two new Slaves were, in a ſhort time, ſo much 
beloved by all the Domeſtics cf XERIN, that every one 
ſeemed to vye with the others, which ſhou'd moſt teſtify 
their Complaiſance and Eſteem of them, T'Hamar, who 
had frequent Occaſions of entertaining them, cou'd not 
look on Don SEBASTIAN, without being inſpired with 
the greateſt Reſpect for him; and indeed there was 
ſomething ſo truly noble in every thing be {aid and did, 
that non? cou'd approach him wiihout ſome degree of 
Awe ani Reverence: this made the amiabie Slave more 
reſct ved - before him, than with ALvaLEz, who, oy a 
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Manner of Behaviour altogether gay and gallant, gave 
every one leave to be familiar with him. As ſhe thought 
on nothing but ſoftning the Captivity of Donna EL v1- 
RA, by all the little ways ſhe cou'd invent; and hearing 
XERINA continually boaſting of the Excellence of the 
Chocolate made by Don SEBASTIAN, ſhe had a great 
Deſire to bave {ome of the ſame fort for her Fair Priſo- 
ner; to this end, one day when ſhe was alone with 
ALVAREZ, Your Companion, faid ſhe to him with a 
Smile, has ſo much the Air of Majeſty about him, that 
cannot take the liberty of ſpeaking to him in the man- 
ner J wou'd ; therefore 1 addreſs myſelf to you, to 
entreat him te make me {ome of that exquiſite taſted 
Chocolate, with which the Princeſs is ſo much char- 
med; I wou'd regale ſome of my Friends privately with 
it, in the Apartment of the Vice-Queen, where I am 
obliged to be. You have no need of an Interceſſor, re- 
ply d he, beautiful THAMAR, to my Companion, to in- 
Auence him, to render you any Service in his power 3 
1 dare anſwer he will do what you deſire, with more 
pleaſure than you can imagine. But, continued he, have 
you nothing to command me ? Do you believe I ſhou'd 
be leſs faithful to you than the ZFewlsaac?t THAMAR 
was extremely {urprized at theſe Words; How, cry'd 
ſhe, has Isaac betray'd me! No, THAMAR, re- 
ply'd ALVAREZ, haſtily ; and ſince my Tongue muſt re- 
veal a Secret which I had much rather you had diſco- 
vered in my Eyes, know that I adore you, that I cou'd 
not ſee you without loving you, nor love you without 
being zealous I have perceived, that the Fexw has 
given you Letters—— and could not reſtrain diſco- 
vering to him my Suſpicions : as he dare depend on my 
Fidelity, he revealed to me the Myſtery of that I ntrigue. 
I am no leſs inclined to do you ſervice in this Particular 
than he is; and LEONoRa ü herſelf will inform you, that 
you may put an entire Confidence in me, and my Fellow- 
S'ave, You have taken an Expedient, reply'd Thamar, 
to reveal your Pathon, which will not tuffer me to teſti- 
f, my Relentment= — I wiil wait for your An- 
ſwer, till I am aſſured that I have nothing to fear. 
With theſe Words ihe me him, and ran to in 
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ELvina, that LEONORA had a Correſpondence with 
the two new Slaves of XERINa ; and ALVAREz went to 
render an Account to SEBASTIAN of What he had done. 
THINGS were in this ſtate, when the Princeſs of 
Achon took, as I have told *you, a Reſolution to make 
ELviRa periſh, and oblige the Vice-Roy to hazardeve- 
ry thing for her Satisfaction. Some Days before he had 
agreed to her dreadful Purpoſes, LEoxoR a, by the con- 
ſent of Don SEBASTIAN, had wrote to Donna ELvikra, 
that the Few was entirely in her Intereſt, and had placed 
two Negro Slaves with the Princeſs of 4chor, for no o- 
ther Reaſon, than to ſecond the good Intentions of T 1 a - 
MAR, and that ſhe might ſafely confide both in him and 
them. This lovely Slave having perceived that the In- 
diſpoſition of XERINA was counterfeit, ſuſpected that 
it was on ſome extraordinary Occaſion, ſhe teſtify'd the 
Fears ſhe was in to ALVAREZ, and that obliged Sy z a 
to be more aſſiduous than ever about the Princeſs; ho- 
ping, by that Means, to gain her Confidence, or at leaſt, to 
penetrate into her Deſigns. He appeared ſo zealous in 
every thing he did, that XER1Na preſently caſt her Eyes 
on him for the Execution of her cruel Intent ; and it 
being concluded between her and Lama to make uſe of 
Poiſon, for the Period of ELvir a's Days, ſhe thought it 
could not be given her a better way than in Chocolate, 
which ſhe drank every Morning ; and incaſe there ſhou'd 
be any Suſpicion on the Manner of her Death, it wou'd 
be no more to appeaſe the People, than to ſacrifice the 
black Slave, as the ſole Plotter of the horrid Deed, be- 
ing the only Perſon in the Palace who made that Li- 
quor. Prudence does not always accompany guilty Ac- 
tions; it often happens, that Providence throws a Miſt 
over the Underſtandings of thoſe who are about to com- 
mit them; which hinders them from taking thoſe Me- 
thods, which can render their Deſigns ſucceſsful. 
XERINA, impatient for the Death of her Rival, 
ve herſelf not time for Reflection, and, full of the I- 
dea of the Happineſs ſhe ſhould poſſeis when EI. v IRA 
was no more, made Suz A be called into her Cloſet; 
where being alone with him, ZEL1m, 1aid ſhe, for that 


was the Name which he aſſumed, the a 
ea 
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Zeal for me, which I have oblerved in your Behaviours 
has attracted my Confidence [ ſhall not fail 
to make your Fortune, if you render yourſelf worthy 
of it, by an entire Submiſſion to my Will - ut 
{wear to obey me, continued ihe, before I explain my- 
ſelf any farther. Su zA, whom this Diſcourſe prepared 
for the moſt dreadful things, tell upon his Knees, and by 
an Oath the moit {acred among thoſe of the Religion of 
which he appeared to be, promiſed to ſerve her at the 
hazard of his Life: then XERINA, with Eyes ſpark- 
ling with Joy, Fake, {aid ſhe, this little Gold Box, it 
contains a Powder, which you mult mix to-morrow 
morning in Chocolate, and carry it yourlelf, where 
THAMAR ſhall have Orders to conduct you. But, above 
all, I charge you to ſee it taken by her to whom I ſend 
you be ſecret as to the Order I give you, and de- 
pend on any Recompence you can ask. 

SUZ A, whom ALVAREZ had told what Thawuae 
had defired him, not doubted but ſhe was in the Plot with 
XERINA, and that it was to the Vice-Queen the fata] 
Doſe was to be given. But he heſitated not to accept 
the horrible Commiſſion, that he might be in a condi- 
tion to hinder the Effects of it; and having reiterated 
his Oaths to the Princeſs of Aden, that ſhe might be 
aſſured of his Sincerity, he tœok the Box, and left her 
in full Hope and Expectation cf her Rivals Death; he 
had no ſooner quitted her, than he went to the Houſe 
of the Jew, where he immediately ſent for LEoNoRA, 
and having recounted to her all that had paſſed between 
him and the Princeſs of A4chon, he deſired her to loſe 
no time in advertiſing the Vice-Queen of the Danger 
that threatned her, and entreated her to take no Cho- 
colate that THamar ſhou'd cauſe to be given her by the 
new Slave of Xz:RiNa, of whom ſhe had told her. LE 0- 
NORA was ready to die with Apprehenſton, but execu- 
ted the Order given her by Don SEBASTIAN, bleſſing, 
a thouſand times, the hour in which he came to Goa. 
Is a ac charged himſelf with the Delivery of this Letter 
to THaMa R, as ordinary, without diſcovering any thing 
of the Conſpiracy; he found her juſt as he was enter- 
ing the Apartment of XERIN A, fo was obliged to at- 
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tend till ſhe came out again, When the Princeſs ſaw her 
enter, not able to diſſemble the Exceſs of her Satisfac- 
tion, ſhe roſe up, and tenderly embgacing her, My dear 
Tramar, ſaid ſhe, thy Princeſs, to-morrow, will be 
as happy as the World can make her. Then ſhe com- 
manded her to introduce ZELIu into the Chamber of 
ELVIRA, at the Hour in which ſhe uſually took her Mor- 
ning's Repaſt. Theſe Words filled THñAMAR with Sur- 
prize and Terrour ; and as XERINA explained herſelf no 
farther, ſhe imagined that Zzr 1m knew not the Conſe- 
quence of his Commiſſion. To prevent this terrible 

low, ine pretended a Joy equal to that of the Princeſs ; 
but had no ſooner quitted her, than finding Is aac, who 
waited for her with Impatience, Isaac, ſaid ſhe, with 
a Countenance which expreis'd the inward Concern of 
her Mind, tell ZELIm, that I muſt ſpeak with him at 
vour Houſe, where 1 will meet with him in a few 
Minutes. In ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe took from him 
the Letter of LEONORA, and went haſtily away, without 
attending his Reply. 

SHE was indeed at the Houſe of Isaac before he 
returned himſelf, and finding Don SEBASTIAN and Leo- 
NOR A were there, and by their profound Melancholy 
teſtify'd no leſs violent Agitations than thoſe with which 
herſelf was afflicted, made her ſtand ſome Moments at 
the Door contemplating them. But the mortal Grief 
which appeared in the Countenance of the pretended 
ZEL1m, ſurpriz'd her in ſuch a manner, that wou'd ſhe 
have moved from the place ſhe was, ſhe cou'd not im- 
mediately have done it. Su zA was reclined on a So- 
fa, his Head leaning on one of his Hands, while the 
other held a little Picture, on which he attempted to gaze; 
but the Tears fell from his Eyes in ſuch abundance, that 
he had not the power: LEONORA was ſeated oppoſite to 
him in a reſpectul manner, holding a Handkerchief to 
her Eyes: a thouſand confuſed Ideas ran in a Moment 
through the mind of THAN AR, in beholding this Spec- 
tacle ; the more ſhe examined ZEL1m, the leis ſhe found 
in him of the Air of a Slave : the Regularity of his Fea- 
tures, which had nothing in them of that Harſhneſs 


common to the Negroes, had often aſtoniſhed her, as well 
as 
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as thoſe of AL VAR EE; but at this time ſhe was more 
truck than ever, having time to regard him, without 
being obſerved by him: an obſcure Imagination of the 
Truth came into her head, and as the was extremely 
lively and ſpirituous, this Idea occaſioned an extraordt- 
nary and involuntary Movement of her Poſ.ure, which 
rouzed Don Stras1T1aN from his Relvery, and litting 
up his Eyes, he perceived in her all the Marks of the 
moſt wild aſtoniſhment. 

HE roſe immediately, as did alſo LzoNoR 4a, and ad- 
vancing toward her, Beautiful THñAMA A, laid he, what 
Affair has brought you hither ? and why did not Ia A U 
inform us of your Coming? I am arrived before him, 
anſwered ſhe, and I come to know of you the Reaſon 
that XzRixna will have you preſent Chocolate to-mor- 
row to the Vice-Queen, and what Orders ſhe has given 
you; to the end, we may take Meaſures to prevent a 
Misfortune which I doubt is intended, and which J be- 
lieve you are ignorant of. But, continued ſhe, I am 
much deceived my ſelf, or the Life of the injured Er vi- 
RA is no leſs dear to you than it is to me — diſguiſe no- 
thing from me; that illuſtrious Unfortunate has given me 
the Hiitory of all her Sorrows, and I cannot help ſui- 
pecting there is in this place a Man who deſerves more 
ot her Affection than her cruel Husband. It it be ſo, 
let us join all together for her Preſervation, and above 
all, be ſure you preſent nothing to ELvika, that your 
receive from the hand of XERINSA. In fine, added ſhe, 
if you are not Don SEBA*T1an DE SUzA under that 
borrowed Figure, as the Nobleneis I have remarked in 
you makes me believe you are, aſſume, if poſſible, his 
Sentiments, his Love, his Generoſity to deliver from this 
ſevere Treatment, the moit perfect and moſt unhappy 
Perſon upon Earth. 

THESE Words pronounced with an Openneſs and 
Spirit which Diſſimulation rarely wears, reſtored 'THamaR 
to the good Opinion of SEBAsT1AN, and judging it ill 
Policy to ccnceal any thing from a Woman ſo neceſſary 
to his Deſigns, he confeſſed that her Penetration was 
juſt, and that he was really that unfortunate Lover of 
ELvIRA ſhe had imagined ; and then proceeded to ac- 
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quaint her with all the Converſation he had with the 
Princeſs of Acbon, the Powder ſhe had given him, and 
the manner in which ſhe had ordered him to uſe it. LEo- 
NORA allo told her of the Letter ſhe had wrote to the 
Vice-Queen, to entreat ſhe wou'd take nothing from her 
hand; on which Thamar, who had not yet delive- 
red it, pulled it out of her Boſom, and returning it, 
defired ſhe wou'd change the Expreſſion, ſince there 
was no perſon in the World more ſincere to her than 
herſelf. Leoxora excuſed her Suſpicion for the Ap- 
pearances there were for it, and afterward they conſul- 
ted what was beſt to be done in this Affair: it was at 
laſt agreed, that Don SEEASTHIA N ſhou'd execute the Or- 
ders of XERINa, ſo far as to give empoiſoned Chocclate 
to the hand of ELVIRA, not only that by that means he 
wou'd have the Satisfaction of ſeeing her, but alſo that 
when proof was made of the Poiſon, they conceived 
there was no farther Meaſures to be taken with Lama, 
but to demand Juſtice of the Court, for the Treatment 
he had given his Wife. But both SEBASHIAN and Leo- 
NORA warned THAMAR not to give the leaſt Hint that 
me received theſe Services from the Perſon ſhe did, or 
that ZELIM was any other than he ſeemed. This ami- 
able Slave aſſured them, ſhe wou'd act in every thing as 
they wou'd have her; and after being perfectly inſtruc- 
ted in what each of them had to do, they ſeparated for 
that Time. 

THAMA R, charmed to find the Man for whom her 
Heart in ſecret declared it ſelf, was a Chriſtian, and that 
faithful ALVAREZ, of whom ſhe had heard ELVIXA 
ſpeak in the Recital of her Adventures; went to that 

dy, with a Mind more at eaſe than cou'd be expected 
in the Multiplicity of Accidents which employed it. 

DONNA ELvix a received from her the Letter of 
LeonoRa, and Thamar having deſired her to read 
it, ſhe found it contained theſe Words : 
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LEONORA 70 her dear and ever-honoured 


Miſtreſs. 
« TT ſeems as if Heaven merely for your Preſervation 
10 had ſent to Ca the new Slave of your Enemy. 
10 Your Precious Life, and with it all our Hopes 


© had been loſt, had the cruel Princeſs made choice 
„ of any other for the Exccution of her Deſigns 
© follow, Madam, the Counlels of Thamar, and of 
* the Moor ZELIM.” 


ELVIR A was ſo little capable of comprehending the 
obſcure Senſe of this Letter, that ſhe was obliged to de- 
fire an Explanation of Thamar : ſhe then made an ex- 
act Recital of all that had pals'd, exaggerating the Merit 
of the Slave ZELIu, his Zeal to ſerve her, and the Hor- 
ror he conceived at the T'reachery and Barbarity of Don 


 BALTHAZAR and the Princeſs of Achon: If, Madam, 


ſaid ſhe, finding this Project fail, that cruel Huſband 
ſhou'd procced to any Violence againſt you, this faithful 
Meor will deliver you from it, by plunging a Dagger in 
his Breaſt. 

DONNA ELVIRA cou'd not reſtrain her Tears at 
being told the Fate Don Lama had prepared for her ; 
but willing to doubt if he conſented to this Action, ſhe 
endeavoured to perſwadeTnamarthatXERINA was the 
ſole Coutriver of it; but that beautiful Slave would not 
ſuffer her to remain in a Belief ſo favourable of her Spouſe, 
whom ſhe knew ſo little merited it from her, She tal- 
ked to her a long time on that head, but all ſhe cou'd ſay 
was inſufficient to make that virtuous Wite utter one re- 
proachful Word again him: ſhe promiſed, however, 
to {ſwallow nothing that ſhould be brought to her from 
XERINA, and to make a different uſe of the Poiſon than 
what was expected by that cruel Woman. All the Re- 
mainder of this Day was ſpent in Inquietudes, and Im- 


patience by both Parties. XERINA having obſerved a 


heavy Sadneſs hang on the Vice-Roy's Brow, wou'd not 
acquaint him that ſhe had taken the Meaſures ſhe had 
done for the Death of her Rival, fearing that ſhe had 
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changed his Sentiments : neither did Don BA LT HAAR 
once mention ELVIRA to her; it is certain he now be- 
gan to feel a little Remorſe for having permitted ſuch an 
Action, and wou'd not remind her of it, in the Hope 
that Time might render her more mild. He found, 
however, a certain Weight upon his Spirits, which at 
that time he knew not the occaſion of, and retired to 
his own Apartment much ſooner than he was accuſtom'd, 
to leave that of XERINA; the Night afforded him no 
more Tranquillity, his Slumbers were a thouſand times 
interrupted by thoſe dread Ideas which Guilt ſeldom 
fails to raiſe in the Mind : and not able to endure the 
violent Agitations with which he was ſeized, he quit— 
ted his Bed, and waited with Impatience for Day, with 
a Reloiution to go to the Princeſs of Achon, and engage 
her to content herſelf with the Sufferings of the V ice- 
Queen, without giving her a violent Death. 

DURING this Combat between Honour, Love, 
and Pity, the Hour arrived in which Don SEBASTIAN 
was to be introduced to the Apartment of ELVIR A: be- 
fore he went, XERrINA made him be call'd to her, and 
again recommended to him the punctual Performance 
of what he had promiſed: he reiterated his Oaths, and 
then leſt her to go to her Rival; to whom THAMAR 
immediately conducted him. That beautiful Lady was 
yet in bed, having been accuſtomed to drink her Cho- 
colate before ſhe roſe; ſhe now wou'd not change her 
Manner, to give any Suſpicion to the other Slaves. 

DON SezasT1an lecing himſelf ſo near the only Ob- 
ject to which his Life was attached, was ſeized with ſo 
univerial a Trembling, that he cou'd ſcarce ſupport 
himſelf to approach the Bed: ELvika perceived it, and 
believing that the Commiſhon with which he was 
charged had occaſioned it, I ear nothing, ſaid ſhe to him; 
and when he was come near enough for her to ſpeak low 
to him, that the other Slaves might not hear her, Whe- 
ther I live or die, continued ſhe, I know how to defend 

you from the Danger to which you expoſe yourſelf for 
my ſake. 1 fear not Death, Madam, anſwered he, coun- 
terfeirirg a broken Portugueſe, and with a Voice which 
the Ayitations he was in, entirely changed; but I wou'd 

prevent 
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prevent yours. In ſpeaking this, he preſented her the 
fatal liquor; and as every thing was before concerted 
between THamaR and the Vice-Queen, after he had 
poured it into a mall China Baſon, You are he, cry'd 
ſhe, with a loud Voice, that prepares this Liquor for the 
Princels of Schon; all that are about me here, I know, 
are devoted to her : whatever comes out of her Palace 
may, therefore, give me cauſe of Suſpicion, and I am 
reſol ved now to be convinced whether they are ground- 
leſs or not. She had no ſooner uttered theſe Words, 
than ſhe took the Baſon, and calling a little Dog which 
continually followed one of the Slaves, ſet it down be- 
fore him The Animal ſwallowed greedily the well- 
{wecten'd Potion, and had ſcarce devoured it all, when 
bis Eycs ſtarted from his Head, his Teeth dropt out, 
and he fell dead in the preſence of all there. 'Thoſe 
who were Witneſles of this Adventure, ſeemed thunder- 
ſtrucx—-THAMAR and the pretended ZEL1m affected 
the utmolt Aſtoniſnment: ELVIRA alone appeared tran- 
quil, and was preparing to ſpeak, when ſhe was hindred 
by a great Noiie in one of the Rooms that preceded the 
Chamber in which they were; and immediately the 
Vice- Roy entered, followed by a great number of Cour- 
tiers and Attendants: 'tis eaſy to judge the ſurprize E1- 
V I RA Was in, but impoſſible to deſcribe to you the Con- 
dition of Don Lama, nor the different Emotions of the 
Perſons intereſted in this Affair. 

THE Vice-Roy, perſecuted by his Remorſe, as I 
have already ſaid, came early to the Apartment of 
XERINA, to diſſuade her from proceeding to any Ex- 
tremities with ELVIRA 3 but as that Princeſs had alrea- 


dy diſpatched Z ELIM onthecruel Errand, and believing 


nothing now cou'd avert the intended Blow, ſhe no 
ſooner {aw him enter, than ſhe cry'd out, with a mani- 
felt Pleaſure in her Eyes and Voice, Now, my Lord, you 
will be only for the happy XeRINa—— this inſtant 
delivers you from an Object equally odious to us both. 
Theſe Words ſtruck Horror to the Heart of 
Lama, already much changed by the Reflections of the 
Night ; and not being able to make her any Reply, he 
flew directly from her like a Man abandoned by his 
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Reaſon, and meeting, as he crofled the Palace, ſomethat 
were coming to attend his Levee, cry'd out to them, 
Follow me, all of you, to the Apartment of the Vice- 
Queen to which he ran, and entered juſt as they 
had made the proof of the Chocolate. 

T HOSE who followed him, perceived he was in 
an Agitation, which made them expect {ome great E- 
vent ; but, among them all, there was not one who did 
not wiſh it might turn in favour of ELVIX A. When he 
came into the Chamber of ELvir a, the filence that 
reigned there, the Conſternation that appeared in the 
faces of the attending Slaves, the Dog which lay a fright- 
ful Spectacle, extended on the Flcor, near the Baton, 
in which ſome of the Chocolate was yet remaining; all 
together filled him with ſo dreadful a Suſpicion, that, 
quite overcome with it, he threw himſelf down on a 
Carpet, and cou'd utter no more than, Oh Heaven! 
what do I ſee! and what have I done! 

ELVIRA being a little recovered from the Surprize 
his unexpected Preſence had occaſioned ; Pardon me, 
my Lord, ſaid the, that I reſuſe to Tubmit to a Death, 
which I cou'd not perſuade my ſelf was the Effect of 
your Command I have preſerved my Life, 
for you alone to be the Diſpoſer of it I cannot 
reſolye to be the Sacrifice of the cruel Princeſs of Achon, 
but J am ready to yield to any Sentence pronounced by 
you- It my Death is neceſſary to you, command 
it this inilant ———Speak, my Lord, tho? the fatal 
Draught XERINA had prepared for me has yet only ſer- 
ved for the Deſtruction of that Animal, there ſtill remains 
enough to give me the Satisfaction of proving how much 
I think it my Glory to ſubmit to you. 

WHILE ſhe was ſpeaking in this manner, Ty a- 
MAR grew pale as Death, Don SeBASTI1AN ſtood ready 
to pierce the Heart of his hated Rival, if he durſt pre- 
{ume to make any Attempt on the Life of ELVIRA, and 
all the Company were filled with the utmoſt Admira- 
tion of the high Virtue of that admirable Lady, and Con- 
tempt for the unworthy Poſſeſſor of ſuch a Treaſure. 


Don Lama Was not in a condition to obſerve theſe diffe- 


rent Emotions; his Eyes were fixed on ELv.ig a, ſeem- 
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ing to devour every Word that came out of her Mouth. 
— It was ſome time before he cou'd make any 
Reply; but, at laſt, uſing his utmoſt Ffforts to vanquiſh 
a Grief, which, in ſpite of him, began to manifeſt it- 
ſelf in his Tears; Let all, {aid he, but Tyuamar and the 
black Slave go out of the Room. Every body obey'd ; 
and when there was only they four, Madam, ſaid he, 
to the Vice-Queen, it wou'd be vain for me to pretend 
to juilti'y my ſelf nothing can excule my Crime, 
not even the Remorſe it has occaſioned.— con- 
feſs, the Affronts I have offered you, have been groſs, and 
I owe you all manner of Reparations for the Offences I 
have been guilty of. | wiſh it was permitted 
me to revenge you on a.l your Enemies; but add to the 
Patience you have had in your Sufferings, the Generofity 
to pardon a Princeſs, who will be enough puniſhed in 
the Loſs of ber Hopes -—As I cannot bring my 
Heart to yield you up that principal Vittim, I will, 
however, make you a Sacrifice of her Agents 
Theſe two unhappy Slaves, continued he, pointing to 
THAMAR and ZE L1M, ſhall experience how dangerous 
it is to be charged with ſuch Commiſſions. 
As for my ſelf, I fee! that Heaven, irritated by the re- 
peated Wrongs I have done you, will no: allow me time 
to repair them, and that my Death will ſhortly be the 
only Happineis I ſhail be able to procure you. 
THESE Words touched Er.vira to the Soul; a 
tender Compaſſion overflowed ail her Reſentment, and 
looking on him with the moſt charming Sweetneſs; Ah! 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe, if you conſent that I ſhall live, you 
muſt alſo reſolve to live with me. I not only pardon 
XERINA, but Iwill never remind you of her Fault. For 
theſe Slaves, continued ſhe, it is to them I am indebted 
for my Life; they are innocent, and all the Reparation 
J intreat is, that you wou'd protect them from the 
Fury of the Princeſs of Achon. She then made a Sign 
to TuAMAR to inform the Vice-Roy how XERIN A had 
ſuborned Z ELI. This amiable Maid obeyed her with the 
moſt graceful Addreſs; and, without injuring the Truth, 
concealed the ſecret Motives which had made them ſo 
zealous for the Preſervation of ELvira, Don Lama 


heard 
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heard her with Attention; and when ſhe had done ſpeak - 
ing, Alas! Madam, ſaid he to the Vice-Queen, they are 
indeed worthy not only of Pardon, but of Recompence : 
permit them to remain in your Service, their Lives can- 
not any where be ſo ſecure by the Care 1 will take of 
Ours. 

, W I I H theſe Words, he went out of the Room; and 
TuAMAR dGitquicted for Don SEBASTIAN, whom Don- 
na EL.vira never ſuſpected for any thing but what he 
ſeemed, entreated her to permit him to retire to the Few 
Isaac, where he wou'd have nothing to fear; ſhe con- 
ſented, but commanded him not to quit Goa, without 
her Order. Suza made no other Anſwer, than a low 
Bow, and taking the advantage of the Confuſion which 
the whole Palace of the Vice-Roy was in, went out with- 
out any notice being taken of him, and retired to the 
Houle of the Jeb, where ALVAREZ and LEoNORA im- 
patiently waited for him, and the Iſſue of this Adven- 
ture. 

HE recounted exactly to them all the Particulars ; 
but the ſight of ELVIR A, and the Repentance of his Ri- 
val, had put his Mind in ſo cruel a Situation, that he 
ſcarcely thought on any other things. 

LAMA had no ſooner left ELVIRA, than he placed 
Guards about the Princeſs of Achon, under the pretence 
of defending her from the Rage of the Portugueſe, on 
being informed, that ſhe had attempted to poiſon the 


Vice-Queen ; but, in reality, to prevent her Fury from 


any new Aſſault on ELVIRA, to whom he now gave the 
liberty of the whole Palace, order'd ſhe ſhou'd command 
as abſolute Sovereign, and that ſhe ſhou'd take poſſeſ- 
fion of that Apartment which it was her Right to have 
filled ever fince her Arrival, recalled Leonor a; and, 
in fine, did every thing that cou'd be expected to atteſt 
his Penitence and Shame for his paſt Behaviour, 

T HE beautiful and virtuous Vice-Queen ſeemed to 
take no other Pleaſure in her Liberty, than becauſe it gave 


her an Opportunity of being near her Husband, whom 


the very next day after this Change in her Fortune ſhe 
found in bed, a. violent Fever having ſucceeded his Agt- 


tations, Donna ELVIRA, truly ſenſible of the N. he 
ans 
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languiſhed under, and ſhutting herſelf up with him, 
never quitted his Bed-fide one Moment all the time of 
his Sickneſs. Lama teſtify'd his Gratitude by all the 
Marks of ſincere Repentance, never opening his Mouth 
but to ask her Forgiveneis, and to entreat ſhe wou'd 
not hate him. Theſe kind of Diſcourſes pierced the 
Heart of the beautiful ELVIR A, and, in ipite of the Re- 
pugnance ſhe had to love him, gave her Duty all the 
Air of the moſt perfect Lendernets. The fourth Day 
of his Indiſpoſition, his Fever arrived to ſuch a height, 
that his Phyſieian deipaired of ſaving his Life; which 
E1vira was no {ooner apprized cf, than ſhe burſt into 
a Torrent of unfeigned Fears; THamaRr and Leo- 
NORA, Who ſeconded their dear Miſtreſs in her Aſ— 
ſiduities about him, ſhared alſo her Griefs ; and Sighs 
and Groans were all the Language now to be heard a- 
mong them. 

THE Vice-Roy knew by their Tears, as well as by 
what he found in himſelf, that there was no Hope of 
his Recovery, and deſired that LEoNoRa and ThHamar 
might draw near to be Witneſſes of what he had to ſay : 
they obey d; and reſuming his Diſcourſe, Madam, faid he 
toELviRka, with a dying Voice, and pointing to a C1ſ- 
ket that ſtood near him on a Table, you will find my laſt 
Will in that; but I defire you will not open it till you 
arrive at Lisbon, where, if you wou'd do me a Pleaſure, 
you ſhall promiſe me to go as ſoon as the Weather will 
permit you to make that Voyage. I commit, conti- 
nued he, the Care of this Casket to LEONORA, with a 
ſtri& charge not to deliver it into your hands, but in 
the preſence of Don PEDRo DE ZUaAREs, your Uncle; 
Don SEBASTIAN DE SUZA; and thoſe others of your 
Friends whom you can conveniently ſummon. together, 
Then he ordered Leonok a to take the Casket, and pur- 
ſued, in giving the Key to the Vice-Queen ; You will 
ſee, Madam, an authentic Teſtimony of the Efteem I 
have for you, and the Admiration you have inſpired me 
with; I flatter myſelf, that my laſt Moments will kee 
you from remembring me with Deteſtatior. — 
He had perhaps ſaid more, but he found himſelf too ill, 
and ſome Moments after he loſt all Knowledge, and died 
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in the Arms of ELVIXA, who had ſtretched them out 
to embrace him. 

THEY immediately removed her from this diſmal 
Spectacle, and ThamaRr and LEO NORA carried her into 
her own Apartment, almoſt as diſconſolate as if ſhe had loſt 
what was moſt dear to her in the World ; but, in fine, 
as ſhe had loſt in this Huſband a Man who had been the 
Author of all the Misfortunes of her Life, when the firſt 
Emotions of that Pity, ſo natural to all Noble Souls, was 
a little appeaſcd, ſhe found Reaſons enough to mitigate 
her Griefs. 

DURING the Sickneſs of Don BALTHAZ AR, the 
Prince's of Achon ceaſed not to write to him every 
hour, er:treating ſhe might be permitted to ſpeak to 
him. tho? bu. for a Moment. LEONORA, however, and 
Tu MAR, to whom thele Letters were delivered, ſuffered 
none f them to come to his Hand; judging it impro- 
per, as ne had not ſpoke a Word, that teſtity'd he had any 
Remembrance of her, to renew the Idea of her in his 
Mind. 

THIS violent Princeſs, on the change of Don BA T- 
THAZAR,and the News of his Death, attempted ſeveral 
times, to deſtroy herſelf, and it was not without the 
utmoſt Care that ſhe was prevented from executing 
her deiperate Purpoſe. Donna Euvis a, informed of her 
Situation, was influenced by her Generofity, ſo far as e- 
ven to ſend to conſole her, and to let her know ſhe was 
at the ſame liberty at Goa as heretofore. 

T HIS beautiful Widow ordered the moſt magnifi- 
cent Obſequies for her Spouſe, and when diſengaged 
from the Solemnities of the firſt Mourning, began to 
think of quitting a Place which had afforded her ſo little 
Satisfaction. The Ships were now making ready to de- 
part for Lisbon, and ſhe was willing to go with the firſt 
that ſhou'd ſet fail; and, therefore, made all neceſſary 
Preparations for embarking : but not having forgot the 
Service done her by the Moor ZeLin, ſhe commanded 
TRAMAR to have hun found and brought to her. This 
agrecable Slave obeyed the order with Pleaſure, and very 
well knew where to find him, he being ſtill at the Few 
lI:aac's, whence he had no Thoughts of removing E 
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he ſaw what Reſolutions Donna Eu.vira wou'd take af 
ter the Death of Don Bairiuazar. 

DURING all theie Accidents, LEoNXoRa and 
Trnamar were frequently with him, to inform himof all 
that paſſed, ALVAREZ and the fair Slave, ſceing all things 
happen ſo favourable for him, adviſed him to oiicover 
himſelf to ELVIRA, and to make known the amorous 
SEBASTIAN under the diſguiſe of the faithful ZeLIm; 
but he was better acquainted with the Nicety of ELvIRa's 
Virtue than they were, and judged, that his Prelence 
wou'd alarm her, at a Junciure ſo very delicate: he, 
therefore, made his Reſpect triumph over his Love, 
the more to conform himſelf to the Sentiments of her 
he adored, and reſolved not to be known to her till they 
ſhou'd arrive in Portugal; thinking, that, perhaps, there 
might be vile Tongues who might miſrepreſent her Cha- 
racter, if they ſhou'd find ſhe had received any Services, 
during her Husband's Life, from the Man whom ſhe had 
loved before Marriage : in ſpite, therefore, of thoſe E- 
motions which Hope and Joy inſpired in him, he reſol- 
ved to continve in his firſt Deſigns; and when Tu a- 


MAR came to call him to her, he aſſured that Slave, that 


he wou'd not utter one word, or do one Action, that 
ſhou'd give her room to think he was other than at pre- 
ſent he pretended to be. 

IN thjs Determination, he appeared the ſecond time 
before ELVIRA. This beautiful Lady, who had not till 
then had Leiſure to examine him, now thought ſhe found 
in him ſome Reſemblance of a Man, who never was 
abſent from her Thoughts: ſhe conſidered the Moor as 
a Perſon to whom ſhe owed her Life, and that Reflec- 
tion engaged her to look with more curious Eyes, if 
there was any thing in his outward Form, which de- 
noted ſo noble and generous a Soul; but the Diſcovery 
ſhe made was painful to her, ſhe ſaw indeed an Air of 
Greatneſs in his Perſon, but then it was an Air which 
brought to her mind that of Don SemBAasTIAaN ; and the 
more ſhe looked, the more ſhe was amazed and diſ- 
quieted, and Bluſhes covered her Cheeks, while a Flood 
of Softneſs overwhelm'd her Heart. Don SEBASTIAN, 
all the time of this Examination, was no leis taken 
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ap in contemplating her Charms; ſhe appeared fo bean- 
tiful to him in her Sables, that he was a thouſand times 
about to throw himſelf at her feet, and to teſtify, by 
the Exceſs of his Tranſports, that of his Aff ction; but 
reflecting on the Effect it might perhaps produce, he 
conitrained himſelf to make appear in his Eyes no more 
than the Reſpect due to his Quality. The filence both 
the one and the other obſerved, had ſometning in it ſo 


fingular, that Thamar fearing it wou'd end in ſome- 


thing contrary to the Deſign of Don SEBASTIAN, ap- 
proached ELVIRA, and rouzed her from that kind of 
Extaſy into which ſhe fallen; Madam, faid ſhe, 
ZELIM attends your Orders. I know he does, aniwer- 
ed ſhe, with a Sigh, which the Memory of Sv z a for- 
ced from her: ZEL1m, continued ſhe, addreſſing her- 
ſelf to him, I owe my Life to you; I will not be un- 
grateful ; if you will follow me to Liſbon, it will be my 
Care to make you happy ; and as a proof of my Grati- 
tude, take that. With theſe Words, ſhe plucked a Dia- 
mond of great value from her Finger, and gave it to 
him; Keep that Jewel, added ſhe, as a Pledge of what 
I will hereafter do for you, The pretended ZEL1m fell 
on his Knees, and received the Favour ſhe beſtowed on 
him, and counterfeiting a different Voice as much as he 
cou'd, he ſwore never to quit her; and from this time 
to the day of their Departure, not an Hour paſſed over, 
in which he did not give ſome Teſtimony of his Aſſiduity 
and Zeal to ſerve her. 

ELVIRA, who always Iook'd on him with pleaſure, 
cou'd not conceal from LzonorA and THAMAR, the 
great Reſemblance ſhe found between his Features and 
thoſe of Don SEBASTIAN; but they made ſlight An- 
ſwers to her Obſervations, in compliance with his De- 
fires, to continue ZE LIM, till a fitter Occaſion ſhou'd 
diſcover him to be Suza. 

-> THESE two Confidents, without entering entirely 

into his Thoughts, did not attempt to perſuade him to 
any thing he did not expreſs an Inclination for himlelf, 
being ſenſible of his Prudence, and that he was ce 
acquainted with the whole Soul of ELviRa. Nothing 


remarkable happening till the Time of their Embarking, 
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nor in the Courſe of their Voyage; TI will tell you only» 
that both ELvira and DonSeBAsTIAN went on board 
with Sentiments very different from thoſe which had 
accompanied them at their Landing, and that they ar- 
rived ſafely at Lizbon; where the whole Court being al- 
ready informed of the Behaviour of Don LAMA, and the 
unworthy Treatment he had given his Spouſe, the King 
was ready on the preſſing Inſtances of Don PEDRAO, and 
the reſt of the Zu a RIAN Family, to call him back, and 
oblige him to ſhew Reaſon for his Actions; when E Lv1- 
RA let them know, there was an end, at once, of him 
and her Misfortunes, by a Return which they did not 
expect. 

ALL Lisbon went forth to meet her, and the Joy 
they expreis'd at ſeeing her delivered from the Woes ſhe 
had endured, was a kind of Triumph for her : they con- 
ducted her to her Palace, where Donna CATHERIN A DE 
MEnpoce was one of the firſt to viſit, not only through 
a perfect Regard for herſelf, but hoping allo to hear from 
her ſome News of Don SEBASTIAN, who had never wrote 
to her fince his Departure, fearing bis Letters might, 
by ſome Accident, be intercepted, Don Pepro and ſhe 
renewed their Friendſhip and natural Affection for the 
Vice-Queen with all the Lis and Tenderneſs imaginable, 
anſwering all the Tears which the Remembrance of her 
Misfortunes made her ſhed, and joining her in Thanks to 
Heaven, which had at laſt put a period to them. 

DONNA CartHEtr'xN a wou'd not preſently ask her 
any Queſtions concerning Suza; and Donna ELVIRA 
thinking her Duty forbade her to think on any Man ſo 
ſoon after the Death of her Husband, wou'd make no 
mention of him, tho' both had an equal impatience to 
hear News of him. But LEONORA, who very much 
longed to ſee the End of this Aﬀair, reminded the fair 
Widow, that ſhe had now in preſence the Perſons be- 
fore whom the deceaſed Don BALTHAZ AR defired his 
laſt Words ſhou'd be declared, and preſſed her to open the 
Casket, ſince there was none wanting to be witneſs of 
what it ſhou'd contain, but Don SEBASTIAN DE SUZA, 
who might very well be repreſented by his Mother. 
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ELVIR A ſeem'd fo deſirons of deferring it ſome 
Days longer, that LEoxoR A was obliged to be ſilent ; 
but what the had already ſaid, had e:icited fo great a 
Curioſity in all the Kindred and Friends of EIVIRA, who 
were there aſſembled, that it was not poſlible for her 
to delay giving them the Satisfaction they 1cquired, 
Lro NORA brought the Caſket, and, when or end, they 
found it contained the moit valuable of the Vice- Roy's 
Jewels, the Deeds of his Eſtate, and whatever he had 
valuable in the World; but that which moſt attracted 
their Attention, was a Writing in his own hand, by 
which he endowed ELvira with every thing, did the 
utmoſt Juſtice to her Virtue, confeſſed the unworthy 
Motives of his Marriage with her, his ungenerous Pro- 
ſecution of Don SEBASTIAN, and his Love for XERKINA; 
for all which, he entreated Pardon of Elvis a, of Don 
SEBASTIAN, and of Don PEDRo, and declaring that 
his laſt Requeſt to his Widow was, that ſhe ſhou'd not 
wait till the time of Mourning for him was expired, 
but that ſhe ſhou'd give her Hand to his Rival, as ſoon as 
ſhe arrived at Lisbon, as a Reparation for the Wrong 
he had done him, and to render his Remembrance leſs 
odious to thoſe he had offended. 

THIS laſt Teſtament being read before a numerous 
Aſſembly, ELvik a cou'd not refrain her Tears; Donna 
CATHERINA bore her company in that tender Employ- 
ment, and every one loſt the Hate they had for Lama, 
in ſeeing the Marks of his Repentance. But the Mother 
of Su za thinking it was now a proper time to mention 
her Son, began to teſtify the Diſquiets ſhe had undergone, 
in being able to hear no news of him ſince his Depar- 
ture from Goa; and then informed Donna ELVIRA, and 
all who were preſent, of the Motives of his Voyage, 
and the time in which he embarked. 

T HIS Recital invo'ved the Vice-Queen in a Per- 
plexity, which ſhe cou'd not diſſemble; the Service ſhe 


had received from, the Mar ZLI Mu, the Reſemblance 


between his Features and thoſe of Don SEBASTIAN, and 
the ſecret Inclination ſhe had for him, gave her a con- 
faſed Idea of ſomething which ſhe cou'd not as yet well 
reconcile to Reaſon : but without communicating 2 
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Suſpicions, ſhe ordered immediately, that the Negro 
Slave who came with her, ſhould be brought into her 
Room. ELVIRN A having made no Anſwer to Donna Ca- 
THERINA's Demand concerning her Son, and her ſudden 
{ending for the Slave, threw that Lady into moſt ter- 
rible Fears, that ſhe ſhou'd hear ſome fatal Account from 
the Mouth of that Perſon, which the Softneſs of ELvt- 
RA's Nature wou'd not permit her to reveal herſelf. 
ZELIM preſently appear'd in the midit of his 
Friends and Nindred, and before the Eyes of his Mlo— 
ther, without any of them ſuſpecting him for SE— 
BASTIAN 3 but if they knew him not, they could not 
help admiring him. As he came now with an Inten- 
tion to diſcover himſelf, he threw off that awed and 
timid Air which he had affected to deceive ELVI RA, and 
reſum'd that Look of Majeſty which was natural to 
him. Every body ſycke of him with Wonder, and ſaid, 
they had never beheld io extraordinary a Black. 
DONNAErLviza, in ſeeing him thus, began to 
ſtrengthen the Conjectures ſhe before had formed, and 
impatient to be ſatizfy'd; ZELIM, ſaid ſhe, my Gratitude 
obliges me to acknowledge, before the whole World, that 
it is to your Cares I am indebted for my Life: what you 
have done for me, therefore, leaves me no room to 1ma- 
Eine you Will ſully the Glory of ſuch good Actions, by 
diſguiſing the Motive which induced you to them. I 
knew very well, that Compaſſion was alone ſufficient 
to a gencrous Mind ; but I have diſcovered ſomething, 
which makes me belicve you are excited by an Intereſt 
more preiling Declare the Truth, I conjure you, 
before this Company ———it is for my Glory to have 
it known, That, Madam, aniwered he, throwing him- 
ſelf at her Feet, is too dear to me, not to be defended at 
the hazard of may Lite. He wou'd have continued, 
but the Sound of his Voice, which he no longer diſ- 
guiſed, vas fo well known to Donna ELUVIRA, and Don- 
na CATHER&INa DE MENnnoOCE, that they both cry'd 
at the ſame time, Oh Cod! it is Don SzBasTIAN ! 
YES, tis he indeed reſum-d SEBASTIAN, Who ha- 
ving dedicated his Life to the incomparable ELVIRA, 
would employ it no otherwiie than in her Service. Ne— 
ver 
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ver Surprize was equal to that of this noble Company : 
none of them wouid permit him to proceed, till they 
had embraced him in their ſeveral turns, and teſtify'd 
their Joy at his Safety and Return. Thamar and LE O- 
NORA entreated him to acquaint the Vice-Queen and Don- 
na CATHERINA with all that had paſſed ſince his Arrival 
from Goa. This beautiful Widow cou'd not reſtrain her 
Aitoniſhment, and felt in her Heart a redoubling of all 
the Tenderneſs ihe had bore for him: the reſpectful Con- 
duct which Su z A had obſerved to her, never doing any 
thng under his Diſguiſe which might give her caule 
to know him, appeared to her as great a Proof of the 
Perfection of his Paſſion, as that of having ſaved her 
Life, The firſt Tumults of a confuſed Joy being over, 
he returned to Donna Ca THERINA DE MENDOCE, to 
whom he teitify'd all that a filial Love, Duty, and Grati- 
tude cou'd inſpire. 

IN fine, after ſome time was paſſed in Queſtions, in 
Recitals, and in Teltimonies of the higheſt Satisfaction, 
ALVAREZ was called in; who being furniſhed with the 
Water which was to reſtore them to their Native Colour, 
Don SEBASTIAN made uſe of it, and preſently appear'd 
ſuch as he was. DonnaCaTHERIiNnAand Don PEDROo 
preſſed ELVIRA to execute the Will of Lama, in eſ- 
pouſing Su z A ina few days; but that virtuous Lady, 
who preferred Duty to all things elſe, would not be pre- 
vailed with to content, and obliged Don SrBASTIA al- 
ſo not to repine at this Delay of his ſo long expected H ap- 

ineſs. 
K AS ſoon as the Court was inform'd of the Truth of this 
Adventure, Don SEBASTI1AN had his Sentence of Baniſh- 
ment repealed, and he was called back to Lisbon: they 
likewile ordain'd, that the beautiful and virtuousELvIRA 
ſhou'd not attend till the End of her Mourning, for gi— 
ving her Hand to Suz Aa; willing by this, to repair, in 
ſome meaſure, the Injuſtice had been done them both, 
in favour of Don BALTHAZAR. The Marriage was {o- 
lemnized in all imaginable Pomp, and with the uni- 
verial Applauſe of all Lisbon. ThamaAR was made a 
Chriſtian, and eſpouſed to ALVAREZ 3 Who both of them 
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found a Recompence for their Zea! and Fidelity, from the 
Generoſity of Don SEBASTIAN and nie ami bie Wile, 
THE charming ELVIR A, in her Umen wita Suz A,. 
found, that tho' Duty, conducted by V 1:tuc alone, gave 
a high Reputation, yet Duty conducted by hove and 
Tenderneis, was the only Source of true EHeppinels, 


T HIS Hiſtory gave an exceeding Pleaſure to URA- 
N1A and her Friends, which they teſtified in the ! raties 
they gave ALCIPPE; not only that he had made Croice 
of ſo elegant a Subject for their Entertainment, but alio 
for the agreeable Manner in Which he had :rclated it. 

THEY had perhaps continued their Enco:niums 
much longer, had they not been interrupted by a Sum- 
mons to Table, where Supper waited for them. They 
had ſcarcely placed themſelves, when THELAMCNT re- 
ceived Letters from Pari, by an Expreſs which he had 
ſent thither: as they were on a preſling Affair, he en- 
treated leave of the Company to examine the Contents; 
and found, that his Merit, his Learning, and his Birth, 
had made the Council pitch on kim ivr filling a Poſt of 
great Honour, and required his immediate king the 
poſſeſſion of. He wou'd not make a Secret of it to his 
Friends, and having ſhewed them the Packet, received 
the ſincere Congratulations of a'l this amiavie Aficembly, 
who reſolved to Cepart all together the nc xt Morning. 

AS thev knew this Commithon wou'd very much en- 
grofs 'THELAMONT'S time, this agieeabie Society judg- 
ed they ſhou'd never reaſſemble any more in thi. tweet 
Retreat; CaMIL1a cou'd not diſſemble her Chagrin cn 
this Subject, and laid a thouſand pretty things on the 
occaſion. No Perſon, cry'd FzL1c:s, inernupiing her, 
has ſo much reaſon to be concerned as OgoPrnuanes, 
ſince this Change abo iſhes bis iaws. We ihall follow 
them where-ever we go, ſaid URANIA, and the Avo- 
cation of "THELAMONT, is not us all incompatible with 

Rules fo perf. &. y agret able. 

I T was caſy to ice, hyuwever, that URANIA had ſome 
Regret in quitting o icon nei Ketrcat, but ſhe endea- 
voured t, Cuncea: it; and ter Filcugs changing now 
their manner cf Converlativn, enteriained each other 
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with nothing but their Departure: to prepare for which, 
they ſeparated much more early than they were ac- 
cuſtomed; then ſought, in the Arms of Sleep, that Re- 
. poſe of which they ſtood in need. All the Company 
roſe ſoon after the Sun, and having partook of a Break- 
fait, ſerved with the ſame Elegance as the other Col- 
lations of UR ANS IA had been, went into their Coaches, 
and bid adieu to that delightful Manſion, in which they 
had paſſed ſo many happy Days, no leſs amuſing than 
inſtructive, 


